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Preface

This report reviews the state of knowledge of the causes and effects
of liquefaction of soils during earthquakes, documents the state of the
art of analysis for safety from liquefaction, and recommends future
directions for liquefaction research. It is based on a workshop held in
Dedham, Massachusetts, on March 28-30, 1985, at which liquefaction
specialists from the United States, Japan, Canada, and the United
Kingdom came together to discuss present knowledge and agree on
directions for the future. The work was conducted in response to
requests from the National Science Foundation and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission.

A three-member panel of the Committe~ on Earthquake Engineering
organized the workshop. The members of the panel were Ricardo
Dobry (Chairman), Robert G. Bea, and Frank E. McClure. Under a
subcontract from the National Research Council to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Robert V. Whitman, as principal investigator,
completed detailed plans for the workshop and prepared the draft
report, with the assistance of Samson Liao. Portions of the draft were
rewritten at the workshop, and comments from participants submitted
following the workshop were incorporated based on the best judgment
of the chairman of the panel and the principal investigator. While
disagreements among the participants regarding details of this document
may still remain, we believe the report reflects the consensus of the
workshop on the main aspects of the liquefaction problem.

The Committee on Earthquake Engineering has also held three one
day publi.c seminars to provide the opportunity for interested engineers,
researchers, public officials, and educators to learn and discuss the
findings ofthe workshop. These seminars were held between September
and November 1985 in Washington, D.C.; Denver, Colorado; and San
Francisco, California. .

George W. Housner, Chairman
Committee on Earthquake

Engineering
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Overview

During earthquakes the shaking of ground may cause a loss of strength
or stiffness that results in the settlement of buildings, landslides, the
failure of earth dams, or other hazards. The process leading to such
loss of strength or stiffness is called soil liquefaction. It is a phenomenon
associated primarily, but not exclusively, with saturated cohesionless
soils.

Soil liquefaction has been observed in almost all large earthquakes,
and in some cases it has caused much damage. The destructive effects
of soil liquefaction were forcibly brought to the attention of engineers
by the disastrous 1964 earthquake in Niigata, Japan. This earthquake
caused more than $1 billion in damages, due mostly to widespread soil
liquefaction. For critical structures, such as nuclear power plants and
large earth dams, the possibility of liquefaction presents serious
engineering problems.

In the two decades since 1964, impressive progress has been made
in recognizing liquefaction hazards, understanding liquefaction phe
nomena, analyzing and evaluating the potential for liquefaction at a
site, and developing the technology for mitigating earthquake hazards.
However, significant questions concerning protection against liquefac
tion still arise, especially when critical facilities are involved.

State of Knowledge

Knowledge concerning liquefaction and its effects has come mainly
from three distinct efforts. These are (1) field observations during and
following earthquakes, (2) experiments in the laboratory on saturated
soil samples and models of foundations and earth structures, and (3)
theoretical studies.

The most commonly observed manifestation of liquefaction is the
occurrence of "sand boils" on the ground surface. These small
volcanolike features indicate that earthquake shaking has generated
excess fluid pressure within the soil, causing pore water to make a
channel and carry soil particles to the surface. Indeed, this indication
has been confirmed by actual measurements of elevated pore water
pressures at depth during earthquakes.

The adverse effects of liquefaction take many forms. Some are
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catastrophic, such as flow failures of slopes or earth dams, settling
and tipping of buildings and piers of bridges, and total or partial
collapse of retaining walls. Others are less dramatic, such as lateral
spreading of slightly inclined ground, large deformations of the ground
surface, and settlement and consequent flooding of large areas. Even
these latter effects have in many earthquakes caused extensive damage
to highways, railroads, pipelines, and buildings.

Detailed field studies have identified recent geologic deposits and
sandy soils to be most susceptible to liquefaction. They have also
provided a data base from which correlations of great value to
engineering practice have been developed. They have shown, for
example, that deposits that liquefy during one earthquake can again
liquefy in subsequent earthquakes.

Laboratory tests on soil samples have demonstrated that oscillatory
straining can cause pore water pressure to build up in a saturated soil
as a result of soil particles being rearranged with a tendency toward
closer packing. If the water cannot drain from the soil during the
straining, gravity loading is transferred from the mineral skeleton to
the pore water, with consequent reduction in the capacity of the soil
to resist loading.

These tests have also pinpointed those factors that have a major
influence on the susceptibility ofsoils to liquefaction. Saturated granular
soils without cohesive fines (i.e., some silts, sands, and even gravels)
are most susceptible to the buildup of pore pressure. However, the
greater the content of clays and other fine particles contributing
plasticity, the less the susceptibility to pore pressure buildup. The
density of a cohesionless soil also is a very important factor, because
pore pressures build up rapidly in a loose sand, and a point may be
reached where the sand loses much of its initial resistance to shear.
Pore pressure buildup occurs even in a dense sand, but at a slower
rate; although significant cyclic and permanent strains may develop,
the soil can retain its shear re~istance. Other factors affecting the

-degree of pore pressure buildup include the amplitude of the oscillatory
straining (there is a threshold cyclic shear strain that must be exceeded
before buildup of pore pressure can begin); the past history of stressing;
the size, shape, and gradation -of particles; the confining pressure
acting on the soil; the age of the deposit; the fabric of the soil; and
the overconsolidation ratio of the soil.

Laboratory tests have also shown that a soil has a value of undrained
steady-state strength that is only a function of its void ratio and is
independent of its stress history, including any pore pressure buildup
that may have occurred under earthquake loading. Thus, for a soil to
be capable of losing strength and flowing, it must be subjected in the
field to shear stresses that exceed its steady-state shear strength.
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Model tests of foundations and earth structures, especially tests
using special centrifuges, have been useful for studying the complex
distributions of pore pressure and deformation that can develop. For
example, such tests have confirmed that even if a localized portion of
an earth mass reaches a condition of liquefaction, a building foundation
or an earth structure as a whole may remain stable. Conversely, model
tests have also shown. that pore pressures can decrease in some
localized parts of a shaken mass of denser soil as large permanent
strains begin to develop. Such reduced pore pressures tend to stabilize
the foundation or earth structure temporarily, but gradual dissipation
may lead to delayed failures such as those observed as a result of
several earthquakes.

Theoretical analyses of the behavior of assemblages of particles
have explained and confirmed the concept of a threshold strain and
have offered understanding into the processes of particle rearrangement
by oscillatory straining. Progress has also been made in formulating
constitutive relations that describe the physical behavior of soil as a
continuum.

A Framework of Understanding

From this body of knowledge a framework of understanding has
emerged that helps put some controversial aspects of the liquefaction
phenomenon into a common perspective.

The word liquefaction, as generally used, includes all phenomena
involving excessive deformations or movements as a result of transient
or repeated disturbance of saturated cohesionless soils. * Thus, both
flow failures and deformation failures are said to be liquefaction failures.

Flow failures describe the condition where a soil mass can deform
continuously under a shear stress less than or equal to the static shear
stress applied to it. Such a condition will cause slope instability or
bearing capacity failure. Equilibrium is restored only after enormous
displacements or settlements. The failures of the tailings dams in Chile
in 1965 and 1985, the failure of the Lower San Fernando Dam in 1971,
and the bearing capacity failures in Niigata in 1964 are examples of
flow failures.

Deformation failures involve unacceptably large permanent displace
ments or settlements during (and/or immediately after) shaking, but
the earth mass remains stable following shaking without great changes
in geometry. Examples are settlements of oil tanks and the slumping
and cracking of earth dams (such movements can, if sufficiently large,

"This broad usage of the word liquefaction is endorsed by the great majority ofengineers .
. although some would restrict use of the word to flow failures.
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be the cause of damaged tanks or excessive dam seepage) and the
destruction of roadways and pipelines by large ground oscillations.

If large increases in pore pressure occur within an earth mass as a
result of an earthquake, significant cyclic or permanent deformations
can occur. In some cases, these deformations may be large enough to
constitute a failure. In other cases, a flow failure of the earth mass
may develop. Of particular concern is a situation where the pore
pressures rise to equal (or nearly equal) the total overburden stress;
this is named the (1' = 0 condition (also sometimes called initial
liquefaction) .

There are several mechanisms that can account for flow failures of
slopes and foundations. If soil remains at constant volume throughout
its mass, failure can occur only if the soil is sufficiently loose that its
steady-state undrained strength is less than the stress required to hold
the applied forces in equilibrium (mechanism A). However, loss of
strength can also result from localized internal movement of pore
water, allowing some zones to decrease in density (mechanism B). In
addition, more widespread movement of pore water can cause overlying
or adjacent soils, whose shear resistance is essential for stability but
that are not originally degraded by earthquake shaking, to decrease in
strength (mechanism C). In any case, for failure to occur there must
be both a prior susceptibility to loss of strength in the soil mass and
a triggering mechanism (such as an increase in pore pressure). The
two combine to initiate the progressive loss of strength within the soil.

Although this framework of understanding is generally accepted,
there are differences in viewpoint about some of its aspects. Some
experts place more emphasis on flow failure than on deformation
failure and believe that one of the mechanisms by which flow failure
can occur is much more important than the others. Some experts focus
first on the potential for loss of strength, while others emphasize the
triggering mechanism. The relative merits of these different approaches
can be resolved only through observations of the actual effects of
earthquake shaking on dams, foundations, etc. Given the infrequent
opportunities to obtain such data, small-scale tests conducted on
centrifuges may play an important role in increasing understanding of
the liquefaction problem.

State of the Art in Analysis and Evaluation

From a practical point of view, it must be recognized that almost any
saturated granular soil can develop increased pore water pressures
when shaken, and that these pore pressures can become significant if
the intensity and duration of earthquake shaking are great enough.
The question that must be answered in a specific case is: What intensity
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and duration of shaking will cause liquefaction, or, conversely, can
the soil survive the anticipated earthquake shaking without liquefac
tion? A wide variety of methods have evolved for assessing the
likelihood <;>f liquefaction at a specific site or within a small region.
These techniques and their limitations are summarized below.

In considering' these techniques, it should be remembered that
evaluation of liquefaction hazard is an engineering art requiring judg
ment and experience in addition to testing and analysis. Important
advances have been made during the past two decades in understanding
liquefaction and in developing tools to help assess safety against
liquefaction, but some aspects of the problem remain uncertain.

Level Ground

Level ground is characterized by a horizontal surface of very large
extent and the absence of any superimposed or buried structure that
imposes significant stresses in the ground. In evaluating this problem
the primary goal is to identify the conditions for reaching the a' = 0
condition in the soil profile, which triggers the development of lique
faction effects at the ground surface. The case of level ground is of
direct interest with regard to the safety of pavements, pipelines,
building slabs on grade, and other objects. There are many situations
in which evaluation of the level ground adjacent to a building or
embankment appears to provide a conservative assessment of the
potential of a foundation for failure. In such cases, however, it is
difficult to assess the margin of safety in quantitative terms.

For level ground and sandy soils with little gravel, use of charts
based on observed field performance together with a standard pene
tration test (SPT) or, with a lesser degree ofcertainty, a cone penetration
test (CPT) can provide a practical evaluation of the degree of safety.
In using this procedure tbe increased cyclic loading resistance asso
ciated with a larger content of silt and clay particles should be taken
into account. It is desirable to adopt proposed procedures for stan
dardizing the results of SPT tests for the purpose of evaluating
liquefaction resistance. At a minimum, measured blowcount should be
corrected to a common basis of energy delivered to the drill rod. The
CPT is not as useful as the SPT for assessing safety against liquefaction,
but it can be very valuable for locating loose pockets within a sand
and for controlling efforts to improve the liquefaction resistance of a
sand.

Flow Failures of Slopes and Embankments

The technology for analyzing the safety of slopes and embankments
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against a flow failure is not as well developed and agreed upon as in
the case of level ground. Two general approaches are in use:

• Method I focuses first on the buildup of pore pressures that may
trigger liquefaction. The susceptibility of the soil to such buildups is
inferred from in-situ penetration resistance or from cyclic load tests
on high-quality and disturbed samples. Various computational methods,
from very simple and approximate to very sophisticated and complex,
are available for predicting the buildup caused by a specific earthquake
shaking. Zones where the (J" = 0 condition occurs are identified, and
a residual strength is assigned to those zones using correlations of
observed residual strengths with in-situ penetration resistance. A static
stability analysis is then performed. This method involves some
uncertainties in the prediction of pore pressure buildup, but it has been
shown to provide results in good accord with some features of observed
field performance in a number of cases.

• Method 2 focuses first on the potential for a flow failure. The
evaluation involves the following: (1) determination of the in-situ
steady-state strength of the soils by means of laboratory tests comple
mented with correlations between the measured steady-state strength
and field index tests such as SPT or cone penetration; (2) if a potential
for flow failure exists, an investigation of the conditions required to
trigger the failure using results oflaboratory cyclic tests and/or empirical
correlations. Some uncertainties exist because determination of the
in-situ steady-state strength is sensitive to changes in void ratio during
sampling and testing. Thus it is necessary to correct results for these
changes.

Both of these methods usually assume that constant volume condi
tions are maintained within the soil during the earthquake shaking. It
has been hypothesized that flow failures can also occur if certain zones
of the soil mass become weaker during and after an earthquake owing
to redistribution of water content and spreading of pore pressures.
The methods currently available to quantify the pore water migration
and the associated volume changes are in a crude stage of development.
These possible effects are included to some degree in the approach
used in Method I and might in principle be incorporated into Method
2 as more case histories are used to calibrate the method.

Permanent Deformations

The prediction of deformation in soils not subject to flow failures is a
very difficult and complex nonlinear problem that is still far from being
resolved. Hence, various approximate methods exist:

• A procedure for computing permanent ground displacements in
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the form of translatory landslides is based on the approach of Newmark
(1965). The mass above a failure surface is assumed to move only
when the shear strength of the soil is exceeded and only during the
time in which the strength is exceeded.

• The permanent deformations of soil elements are estimated from
laboratory tests, assuming no constraint from adjacent elements. These
are referred to as strain potentials. These strain potentials are then
interpreted to produce a compatible set of deformations. Several
techniques have been proposed for the laboratory testing as well as
for producing compatible deformations.

• Dynamic computer models for nonlinear analysis and for plasticity
theory produce estimates of permanent deformations. However, the
proper modeling of soil properties for the analysis remains a formidable
problem.

General Comments on Methods of Investigation

The following comments apply to cases of both level and sloping
ground:

• Use of threshold strain provides a conservative assessment of the
safety of foundations and earth structures to both triggering of flow
failures and development of excessive deformations. The method is
based on the values of shear modulus that can be measured in situ
using wave propagation techniques. There is also evidence suggesting
that this same approach, extended to larger strains by cyclic-strain
controlled laboratory tests, can be used to predict the development of
pore water pressures in the field.

• For soils with a significant content of gravel, there is currently no
satisfactory procedure for evaluating the safety against liquefaction.
There is a great need to develop predictive procedures for these types
of soils.

• Use of undisturbed sampling and laboratory cyclic load testing is
not recommended as the sole means ofassessing liquefaction resistance,
except for some soils (e.g., silty or clayey soils, calcareous soils, etc.)
for which there is either no or a limited amount ofexperience. (Obtaining
samples for visual inspection and routine classification is, of course,
always essential.) When the gathering and testing of soil samples are
to be done, it is important to use extreme care and special techniques.

• Problems in which analysis of pore pressure buildup is essential
must be approached with great care. These include, for example, cases
where reliance is placed on partial dissipation of pore pressure to
provide safety against flow failures or excessive deformation. While
great advances have been made in the development of suitable
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techniques of analysis, more verification is required before they can
be considered reliable tools for use in design. Special problems to be
resolved include evaluating parameters required for analysis in ways
that are not influenced greatly by sample disturbance, and accounting
for dilation as significant permanent strains begin to develop.

• Centrifuge tests (and sometimes other small-scale tests) can pro
vide valuable insights in understanding the behavior of foundations
and earth structures and in formulating and testing mathematical models
to predict performance. However, it is seldom possible to construct a
truly scaled model for a specific prototype situation.

• Probabilistic analyses can provide approximate quantitative esti
mates for the probability of liquefaction, indicating the relative impor
tance of uncertainty in the frequency and intensity of ground shaking
and of uncertainty in the occurrence of liquefaction as a result of
ground shaking.

Measures to Improve Seismic Stability and Resist
Liquefaction

If the soil at a site is determined not to have the requisite resistance
to liquefaction,either the site must be abandoned or measures must
be undertaken to improve performance. Experience has shown that
improving a site may be very costly. Therefore, from an economical
point of view, it is extremely important that (1) the method of assessing
the potential for liquefaction is reliable and (2) the mitigation method
is sound and efficient. The same problems are faced either when
planning new facilities or when assessing the safety of existing facilities
and trying to decrease the potential for liquefaction at such facilities.

Four general classes of mitigation measures are available to ensure
the desired functionality and safety of engineering projects subject to
possible liquefaction:

1. Nonstructural solutions-changing operational procedures for the
project. This includes relocating or abandoning a structure, accepting
the risk and maintaining use but with warnings to potentially affected
parties, and in some cases instituting reduced occupany or utilization.

2. Site solutions-improving the soil in situ. A number of techniques
can be considered: removal and replacement of unsatisfactory material,
in-situ densification and increase of the lateral stress within the soil,
and alteration of in-situ material by grouting, chemical stabilization,
or other means. The technical and economic feasibility of the various
treatments is related to the grain sizes of the soil to be treated.

3. Structural solutions-changing the project structure. This includes
such steps as the addition of berms or freeboard to a dam, the use of
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end-bearing piles beneath buildings, and the choice of a structural
system that is less susceptible to damage as a result of settlement or
other movements associated with liquefaction of the foundation.

4. Drainage solutions-controlling undesirable pore water pressures.
This includes relief wells, dewatering systems, air injection into the
pore water, drains, and groundwater controls.

Of these solutions, improvement of soil in situ and control of
undesirable pore water pressures are the most commonly used mea
sures, The methods differ widely with regard to cost, the permanency
of the treatment, the danger of adverse secondary effects, and the
certainty that the desired improvement will be achieved. Careful
evaluation of alternatives is always essential. Under the heading of
improvement of in-situ soil, a list of 17 different techniques-together
with a critique of applicability and relative cost-has been developed
(Table 5-2 in Chapter 5). The cost and efficacy ofthe various measures
need to be evaluated, Whenever an improved site is shaken by an
earthquake, the performance of the soil should be documented.

Research Needs

Despite the important progress that has been made in understanding
and coping with liquefaction, more research and development are
required to' achieve economy and confidence in dealing with potential
problems, Areas that still require research are:

• The instrumentation of a limited number of selected locations in
highly seismic regions in the United States or abroad where there is a
high probability that liquefaction will soon occur. The possibility
should be explored of developing one of these locations into a major
experimental site, with an operating organization to develop, operate,
and manage the site.

• Study of soils other than clean sands, including gravels and soils
with a content of cohesive fines.

• The development of methods for evaluating the permanent soil
deformations that can be induced by prescribed earthquake shaking.

• Validation of the improved behavior of foundations and earth
structures that have been treated to increase dynamic stability.

• In-situ study of the effect of the state of stress in soil before an
earthquake on resistance to liquefaction,

• Centrifuge model tests on idealized soil structures to provide
insights into mechanisms of failure and to provide data for checking
the applicability of analytical methods.

• The use of explosion-generated stress waves to study liquefaction.
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• Continued investigations of recent earthquake sites where lique
faction has, or unexpectedly has not, occurred.

• Continued development of new methods for measuring in-situ
properties that reflect the liquefaction characteristics of soils.

• Continued attention to the development of laboratory test proce
dures that will provide improved methods for characterizing the
liquefaction properties of soils.

• At a basic level, imaginative development of constitutive relations
for soils applicable to the special circumstances of liquefaction.

• International cooperation on liquefaction research. Both Japan
and China have frequently experienced liquefaction during earthquakes
and have active research programs under way. In some ways, research
on liquefaction in these two countries is more advanced than is
liquefaction research in the United States, particularly in the area of
field studies. International cooperation with these and other countries
thus offers the possibility of significant benefits.



1
Introduction

This report focuses on important aspects of the liquefaction of soils
during earthquakes, places different viewpoints into perspective, and
identifies areas of agreement and disagreement. No attempt is made
at a thorough, detailed presentation of the many and varied results
found in the extensive literature. This report should instead be viewed
as a guide to that literature. Its primary emphasis is on earthquake
engineering problems, but its conclusions and recommendations nave
a broader applicability.

In the context of this study, the word liquefaction is used to include
all phenomena giving rise to a loss of shearing resistance or to the
development of excessive strains as a result of transient or repeated
disturbance of saturated cohesionless soils. This use of the term
liquefaction is general and covers a range of phenomena that are not
necessarily of the same nature (e.g., problems of strength as well as
problems of deformation). As will be noted, more restrictive definitions
of liquefaction have also been proposed.

Twenty-One Years Later

It has been two decades since major failures during the Niigata and
Alaskan earthquakes of 1964 identified liquefaction as a major problem
in earthquake engineering (Seed and Lee, 1966; Seed and Idriss, 1967),
although the problem has existed for as long as earthquakes have
affected civilization. Considerable effort has been devoted to the study
of liquefaction during these 20 years, yet the problem remains very
controversial in some respects. Major questions concerning safety
against liquefaction still arise, and strong disagreements sometimes
occur when assessing the safety of existing structures and facilities.
To the nonexpert it often appears that the experts differ in their basic
understanding and assessment of the liquefaction problem, although
perhaps they disagree only on the certainty with which a claim of
safety against liquefaction .can be made.

There are a variety of reasons why controversies concerning lique
faction still exist:

11
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1. Soil is a complex material. It is particulate and multiphase and
as a consequence is also very nonlinear. The patterns of layering and
lensing in an actual soil profile can be extremely complex and have a
great effect on geotechnical engineering problems at a site. Engineers
are able to view only a very tiny fraction of the soil at a site, and then
only by sampling that almost certainly disturbs the samples from their
in-situ condition. Fina!ly, the behavior of a site can change with time
because of construction that changes the stresses within the soil,
fluctuations or permanent changes in the groundwater regime, or other
reasons.

2. The word liquefaction, as used by engineers and nonexperts, does
not refer to a single well-defined phenomenon, but rather to a complex
set of interrelated phenomena that can contribute to the occurrence
of unacceptable damage to a building or other facility during an
earthquake.

3. There have been very few case studies of the behavior of sites
that have experienced major slides and instabilities during earthquakes
where both the characteristics of the shaking and the condition of the
soil at the site before the earthquake were well known.

4. In addition to uncertainties as to how a specific site behaves
during a specified earthquake ground shaking, there are even greater
uncertainties as to the intensity and nature of earthquake shakings
that may occur in the future.

5. The range of consequences arising from the possible behavior of
a site is large, depending on the characteristics of the ground shaking
and the structures affected, and the price of adopting a conservative
approach that ensures safety can be enormous. Thus, there is a great
incentive to seek new methods of evaluation that are less conservative
than eXisting methodologies.

In spite of the apparently controversial nature of some aspects of
the problem, much progress has indeed been made in understanding
the liquefactibn problem, in developing tools for evaluating the safety
ofa site or facility against a liquefaction-related failure, and in producing
methods of mitigating the liquefaction hazard. Researchers agree on
many key aspects of liquefaction phenomena, and it is essential to
identify and document these areas of agreement. Today competent
and experienced engineers can reach sound conclusions concerning
the safety of most existing structures or new project designs, although
not always with the scientific precision attainable in other areas of
engineering practice.

This report documents the understandings that have been reached
about liquefaction and the tools of evaluation that have become
accepted. It also identifies basic concepts and evaluative techniques
that must be clarified or developed through further research.
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Scope of the Report

The rest of this report is divided into four chapters followed by a final
chapter that presents recommendations concerning future research
needs.

Chapter 2 treats the state of knowledge about liquefaction, sum
marizing briefly what is known concerning the phenomena and em
phasizing key points of agreement and disagreement.

Chapter 3 presents a framework for understanding the liquefaction
problem. This framework serves to tie together various views of the
problem.

Chapter 4 summarizes and critiques various methods-ranging from
empirical to theoretical-that have been or are being developed for
analyzing and evaluating the safety of a site, building, facility, earth
structure, etc., against a liquefaction-related failure. This chapter
defines the state of the art in analysis and evaluation.

Chapter 5 provides general guidance to owners and managers of
sites or facilities that have been judged susceptible to liquefaction
caused failure or damage. These guidelines indicate the types of steps
that may be taken in dealing with the situation.

There is an enormous literature concerning liquefaction, and it would
be impossible to cite and review all of it. The diversity and expertise
of the participants and observers at the workshop on which this report
is based have ensured that att(!ntio'n is given to important ideas, results,
and methods, whatever their source. The bibliography at the end of
this report, though by no means complete, documents the various
points discussed in the report.

There have, of course, been excellent state-of-the-art summaries-in.
the past, and others will appear contemporaneously with this report.
Maximum use has been made ofthese past reviews, including Yoshimi
et al. (1977), Seed (1979a,b), and Ishihara (1985). The report Earthquake
Engineering Research-1982 by the Committee on Earthquake Engi
neering of the National Research Council also contains a discussion
of liquefaction.



2
The State of Knowledge

This chapter summarizes what is actually known about the occurrence
and nature ofliquefaction from observations in the field, from laboratory
tests on elements of soil, and from tests on small-scale models. It also
offers some insights into liquefaction provided by theory.

Knowledge from Field Observations

Introduction

The earthquake that affected Niigata, Japan, in 1964, produced several
classic examples of failures attributable to shaking of saturated cohe
sionless soils. Figures 2-1 and 2-2 show buildings, otherwise structurally
undamaged, that experienced bearing failure. Liquefaction during the
Niigata earthquake also led to failures of quay walls that resulted when
the sandy backfill between walls lost its strength and to bearing failure
beneath bridge piers and spreading of the approach embankments
(Figure 2-3). In addition, lateral spreads tore apart buildings, ruptured
several pipelines, and thrust bridge abutments toward river channels.

In that same year the Great Alaskan Earthquake caused a massive
subaqueous slide that destroyed some of the waterfront in Seward,
Whittier, and Valdez. In addition, loss of strength within lenses of
sand contributed to damaging landslides in Anchorage. Failure gen
erated by liquefaction also disrupted roads and railroads and com
pressed or buckled more than 250 bridges.

Within the mainland United States the prime example of a liquefac
tion-induced failure has been the large slide at the Lower Van Norman
Dam that occurred during the San Fernando earthquake of 1971 (Figure
2-4), which nearly led to flooding of a heavily populated area. During
the same earthquake a shallow, spreading slide within a sand layer on
a very flat slope (less than 1 degree) caused collapse or fracture of
several buildings (Figure 2-5).

The events of 1964 and 1971 forcefully drew attention to the problem
of earthquake-induced failures involving saturated cohesionless soil.
A review of past earthquakes, however, clearly reveals that such

14
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FIGURE 2-1 Tilting and settlement of apartment buildings in Niigata, Japan, because
of liquefaction of the underlying soil during the 1964 Niigata earthquake. Photograph:
Courtesy of G. W. Housner.

FIGURE 2-2 Close-up view of one of the apartment buildings affected by liquefaction
during the Niigata earthquake. Photograph: Courtesy ofG. W. Housner.
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. FIGURE 2-3 Failure of the Showa Bridge during the 1964
Niigata earthquake. Source: Seed and Idriss (1967).

failures are rather common consequences of seismic shaking (Seed,
1968). There was clear evidence offailures of this type in San Francisco
in 1906 (Youd and Hoose, 1976). Going further back, there were
widespread failures in sands during the New Madrid, Missouri, earth
quakes of 1811-12 (Fuller, 1912). Similar failures have occurred in
most other major earthquakes around the world.

Failures attributable to shaking of sands continue to take place. A
number of such failures occurred during the recent earthquakes in the
Imperial Valley of California (Bennett et aI., 1981, 1984; Youd and
Bennett, 1983; Youd and Wieczorek, 1984). An earthquake in May
1984 that affected the northwestern shore of Honshu Island, Japan,
caused failures very similar to those in Niigata in 1964.

The cases cited above are just a few of the many that have been
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FIGURE 2-4 Failure of the Lower Van Norman San Fernando Dam during the San
Fernando earthquake of 1971. Part of the upstream face of this l40-ft-high dam lost
strength and slipped beneath the water. Eighty thousand people living below the dam
in Los Angeles were evacuated from their homes for several days until the water level
'behind the dam was drawn down. Photograph: Courtesy of R. V. Whitman.

documented (Youd and Hoose, 1977; Liao, 1985). They serve as
reminders that the problem is frequent and widespread. There have,
of course, been many cases of embankments and foundations on sand
that did not fail during earthquakes, even when the ground motion
was quite strong. Field observations that indicate the causes of such
failures and identify the factors that determine whether or not a failure
occurs are therefore of great interest.

The principal focus of this report is earthquake-induced liquefaction.
There are, however, several other natural and artificial disturbances
discussed in this report that can also generate liquefaction. These
disturbances include loadings from storm waves in offshore environ·
ments; increases in pore water pressure due to rise of the phreatic
level in a hydraulically connected water source; and man-made vibra
tions from explosions, construction operations such as pile driving,
and heavy rail and highway traffic. Much of the knowledge and
technology applicable to earthquake-induced liquefaction can be trans
ferred to these other generative mechanisms. Conversely, behavior
observed during failures induced by these other mechanisms has
provided valuable information about liquefaction during earthquakes.
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FIGURE 2-5 Damage to the San Fernando Juvenile Hall facility during the 1971 San
Fernando earthquake. This building partially collapsed when soils under the foundation
liquefied. Even though the building is on a relatively flat slope, uneven displacements
occurred and essentially pulled the building apart. Note the surface cracks in the parking
lot in the foreground. Photograph: Courtesy of G. W. Housner.

Failure Types

Many phenomena are associated with liquefaction, including rise of
pore water pressure, sand -boils, and various types of deformation.
But only when deformations become large enough to damage con
structed works do they have significance to engineering. Such defor
mation of the ground is called ground failure and may be manifested
in several forms or types. - .

Sand Boils
Although not strictly a form of ground failure because alone they do
not cause ground deformation, sand boils are diagnostic evidence of
elevated pore water pressure at depth and an indication that liquefaction
has occurred. During earthquakes, sand boils are formed by water
venting to the ground surface from zones of high pore pressure
generated at shallow depth by the compaction of granular soils during
seismic shaking. The water, which may flow violently, usually trans
ports considerable suspended sediment that settles and forms a coni
cally shaped sand boil deposit around the vent (Figure 2-6). These
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FIGURE 2-6 Sand boils near the town of EI Centro from the 1979 Imperial Valley
earthquake. These sand volcanoes, which spouted a mixture of sand and water, are
evidence of extensive liquefaction at depth. Photograph: Courtesy of G. W. Housner.

deposits commonly litter the ground surface, marking areas of sub
surface liquefaction. Sand boils generally cause no damage, but flooding
and sediment deposition have caused economic loss and some damage.
Housner (1958) gave an early discussion of the possible mechanism,
and Scott and Zuckerman (1973) have studied the phenomenon in
detail.

The pattern of sand boil formation is governed by the details of the
soil deposit. Cohesionless and relatively permeable soil overlying the
liquefied material causes a general settlement of the ground, with the
uniformity of the settlement depending on the degree of homogeneity
of the material. When the overlying layer of soil is cohesionless and
of lower permeability, it becomes suspended on the fluid zone and
settles nonuniformly, creating "cavities" filled with loose sand. Lenses
of water may develop near the bottom of an overlying cohesive layer.
If the cavities approach ground surface, the pressu~ed soil-laden water
in the cavity can break through almost explosively to form a waterspout
or sand volcano, bringing sand with it from the liquefied zone. The
greater the thickness of the overlying layer, the fewer and larger the
boils,.because the breakthrough of the first vents inhibits concurrently
developing cavities. In a thick layer, fewer cavities reach the surface.

When the material overlying the liquefied zone is cohesive, the
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development of liquefaction and, possibly, continued shaking cause
the upper layer to crack. Venting of the liquid occurs through the
cracks, and irregular and elongated or two-dimensional sand boils
form.

When the flow of soil and water to the surface is interrupted by the
concrete foundation of a building, a roadway, or other paved surface,
sand-water ejection and sand boils appear: around the edge of the
structure. Venting of the liquefied soil may be influenced by the
presence of animal holes, burrows, or man-made openings such as
trenches and ditches. The path to the surface is generally not vertical
but convoluted, depending on the nonuniformity or anisotropy of the
soil.

The volume of sand deposited on the surface from sand boils depends
on the depth of liquefied material. If a coarser layer-e.g., gravel
overlays the liquefied region, the sand and water mixture may not vent
at the ground surface but will be expended in the pores of the coarse
material.

Fossil sand boils have been identified in the geologic column at the
Pallett Creek site along the San Andreas Fault (Sieh, 1978, 1984) and
in relation to the Charleston earthquake of 1886 (Obermeier et aI.,
1985). They have been used to date these events and thus establish
the earthquake frequency at the sites.

Flow Failures
Flow failures are the most catastrophic ground failures caused by
liquefaction (Figure 2-7a). These failures commonly displace large
masses of soil for tens of meters, and at times large masses of soil
have traveled tens of kilometers down long slopes at velocities ranging
up to tens of kilometers per hour. Flows may be composed ofcompletely
liquefied soil or blocks of intact material riding on a layer of liquefied
soil. Flows usually develop in loose saturated sands or silts on slopes
greater than 3 degrees. The failure of the upstream slope of the Lower
San Fernando Dam during the 1971 San Fernando earthquake is a
notable example of flow failure (Seed et aI., 1975d).

Flow failures have often affected mine-waste tailings dams built of
loose and saturated crushed rock debris. A recent example, shown in
Figure 2-7b, occurred during the Central Chile Earthquake of March
3, 1985. Flow failures have also occurred in these tailings waste piles
and in other very loose man-made earth structures, during construction,
and without any earthquake taking place (Casagrande, 1936).

Many of the largest and most damaging flow failures have developed
in coastal areas. For example, flow failures, mostly under water,
carried away large sections of port facilities at Seward, Whittier, and
Valdez, Alaska, during the 1964 earthquake and generated large sea
waves that caused additional damage and casualties along the coast.
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FIGURE 2-7a Diagram of a flow failure. Liquefaction develops beneath the ground
surface, causing the soil to lose strength and flow down the steep slope. On land the
liquefied soil and blocks of intact soil riding on the flow commonly come to rest as a
mass when the flow reaches the bottom of the steep slope. Beneath water some flows
have traveled many kilometers down long gentle slopes. Source: Youd (l984b).

~.

FIGURE 2-7b Liquefaction failure of a tailings dam in Cerro Negro, Chile, from the
March 3, 1985, earthquake. Photograph: Courtesy of G. Castro.
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Flow failures of natural soils on land are commonly called debris
flows, and they have been more catastrophic, though less frequent,
than submarine failures. Massive flow failures in collapsible, partially
saturated loess deposits were reported during earthquakes in China
and Russia. The flow failures triggered by the 1920 earthquake affecting
Kansu, China, ranged up to 1.6 km in length and breadth. Some
failures flowed downslope for several kilometers. The flowability of
these soils was attributed to pressures generated in entrapped air rather
than in water. An estimated 200,000 people were killed in these loess
flows.

Lateral Spreads
Lateral spreads involve lateral displacement oflarge, superficial blocks
of soil as a result of liquefaction in a subsurface layer (Figure 2-8).
Movement occurs in response to the combined gravitational and inertial
forces generated by an earthquake. Lateral spreads generally develop
on gentle slopes (most commonly between 0.3 and 3 degrees) and
move toward a free face, such as an incised river channel. Horizontal
displacements on lateral spreads commonly range up to several meters,
but can extend up to several tens of meters where slopes are particularly
favorable and ground shaking durations are long. Ground shifted by
lateral spreading usually breaks up internally, causing fissures, scarps,
horsts, and grabens to form on the failure surface. Lateral spreads
commonly disrupt foundations of buildings located on or across the
failure (Figure 2-9), rupture sewers, pipelines, and other utilities in the
failure mass, and compress or buckle engineering structures crossing
the toe of the failure.

Damage caused by lateral -spreads, though seldom catastrophic, is
severely disruptive and often pervasive. For example, during the
Alaska earthquake of 1964, more than 250 bridges were damaged or
destroyed by spreading of floodplain deposits toward river channels.
The spreading compressed bridges over the channels, buckled decks
(Figure 2-10), thrust stringers over abutments, and shifted and tilted
abutments and piers.

Cumulatively, more damage has been caused by lateral spreads than
by any other form of liquefaction-induced ground failure.

Ground Oscillation
Where slopes are too gentle to allow lateral displacement, liquefaction
at depth commonly decouples overlying soil blocks, allowing them to
jostle back and forth on the liquefied layer during an earthquake (Figure
2-11). This jostling of blocks produces an oscillation often seen by
observers as ground waves. The oscillations are accompanied by
opening and closing fissures and ground settlement, which can inflict
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FIGURE 2-8 Diagram of lateral spread before and after failure. Liquefaction occurs
in the cross-hatched zone. The surface layer moves laterally down the mild slope,
breaking up into blocks bounded by fissures. The blocks also may tilt and settle
differentially with respect to one another. Source: Youd (l984b).

FIGURE 2-9 Building pulled apart by lateral spreading during the 1964 Niigata
earthquake. Source: Kawasumi (1968).
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FIGURE 2-10· Bridge compressed and buckled by lateral spreading during the 1964
Alaska earthquake. Photograph: Courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey.

( )

FIGURE 2-11 The mechanism of ground oscillation. Liquefaction occurs in the cross
hatched zone, decoupling the surface layer from the underlying firm ground. The
decoupled layer vibrates in a different mode than the underlying and surrounding firm
ground, causing fissures to form and impacts to occur between oscillating blocks and
adjacent firm ground. Traveling ground waves and opening and closing fissures are
commonly seen during ground oscillation. Source: Youd (l984b).
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serious damage to overlying structures and to pipelines and other
facilities buried in the ground.

Loss of Bearing Capacity
When the soil supporting a building or other structures liquefies and
loses strength, large soil deformations can occur, allowing the structure
to settle and tip (Figure 2-12). During the Niigata, Japan, earthquake
of 1964, spectacular bearing failures occurred at the Kawagishicho
apartment complex, where several four-story buildings tipped as much
as 60 degrees (Figure 2-2). Apparently, liquefaction first developed in
a sand layer several meters below ground and then propagated upward
through overlying sand layers. The rising wave of liquefaction weak
ened the soil supporting the buildings and allowed the structures slowly
to settle and tip. Most of the buildings were later repositioned upright,
underpinned with piles, and reused.

Buoyant Rise of Buried Structures
Tanks, pipelines, cut-off timber piles, and other buried structures that
are lighter in weight than the surrounding soil rise buoyantly when the
surrounding soil liquefies. Spectacular emergences of several buried
tanks have occurred during e,arthquakes in Japan (Figure 2-13). In
other instances, old bridge piles have shot upward a meter or so,
marking the past location of a long-forgotten structure. Damage caused
by buoyant rise of structures is seldom catastrophic, but can have
important consequences to lifelines and restoration of community
services.

Ground Settlement
Several classic examples of ground settlement caused by earthquake
shaking occurred in Alaska in 1964. While subsidence from tectonic
movement occurred over a wide area, densification of sediment added
significantly to tlie total subsidence in several local areas. For example,
the well casing illustrated in Figure 2-14 shows the portion ofsubsidence
attributable to densification at a location near Portage. Settlement
lowered the ground surface sufficiently so that houses and railroad
and highway grades were inundated at high tide. Ground settlement
at the Jensen Water Filtration Plant after the San Fernando earthquake
of 1971 caused considerable damage. Densification and ground settle
ment is commonly associated with and enhanced by liquefaction.

Failure of Retaining Walls
It is common practice to backfill with sand behind retaining walls.
This is particularly true for quay walls and bulkheads at port facilities.
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FIGURE 2-12 Tilting of a building from liquefaction and
loss of bearing strength in soil. Liquefaction weakens the
soil, reducing the foundation's support and causing the
building to settle and tilt. Conversely, buried empty tanks
and pipes may float upward through the liquefied soil. Source:
Youd (I984b).

Liquefaction of the sand backfill increases the lateral stresses on the
walls; this, combined in some cases with the drawdown of the ocean
level caused by a tsunami, has led to failure of walls during several
earthquakes (Figure 2-15). Spectacular failures of this type occurred
in Chile during earthquakes in 1960 and 1985.
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FIGURE 2·13 A concrete tank floated from the ground because of liquefaction of the
surrounding soil. This concrete tank had been constructed with its top level with the
ground surface. It was empty at the time of the earthquake and relatively bouyant with
respect to the liquefied soil. Photograph: Courtesy of G. W. Housner.
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FIGURE 2-\4 Ground settlement around well casing at Homer
during the \964 Alaska earthquake. Source: Grantz et al. (1964).
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FIGURE 2-15 Example of a quay wall failure in Puerto Montt due to
liquefaction during the 1%0 Chilean earthquake. Photograph: Courtesy of
G. W. Housner.

Some Observations of Liquefaction Phenomena During
Earthquakes
Both direct and indirect field evidence confirm that pore pressures are
elevated by earthquake shaking. Such evidence includes sand boils
(previously described), measurement of pore pressures, ground motion
records, and delayed failures.

Direct Measurements of Excess Pore Pressures
Direct measurements of excess pore water pressure induced by an
earthquake were made below a railroad embankment during the
Tokachioki earthquake of 1968 (Ikehara, 1970) and within an artificial
island (Owi Island) in Tokyo Bay in 1980 by Ishihara et al. (1981).
Similar measurements have also been made in the United States (Harp
et aI., 1984; Mavko and Harp, 1984; Tepel et aI., 1984). Attention here
is focused upon the data from Owi Island.
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Owi Island No.1 was constructed over a period of eight years, from
1961 to 1969. Dredged materials from a nearby seabed were pumped
to the site until a water depth of 10 m was reached. At this point,
waste materials from construction sites Were dumped on top of the
dredged fill. Piezometers were installed at depths of 6 m and 14 m,
and a two-component accelerograph was placed on the ground surface.
Figure 2-16 shows the soil profile at the location of the instruments.

The Mid-Chiba earthquake, with a magnitude of 6.1, shook the
Tokyo Bay area on September 25, 1980. It had a focal depth of 20 km,
and the epicenter was located about 15 km southeast of Chiba. The
earthquake was the largest in the area since 1929. The pore pressures
and accelerations recorded during this event are shown in Figure 2
17. During the first four seconds after triggering, there were small
fluctuations in the pore pressure, presumably the result of changes in
total stress during the small initial accelerations. About four seconds
after triggering, the strong shaking began (approximately 0.1 g in the
north-south directions and 0.065 g in the east-west directions), and the
pore pressure suddenly rose. The maximum pore pressure increases
measured by the instruments were about 15 percent of the initial
vertical effective stresses. The subsequent decay in the pore pressure
was caused by the dissipation of excess pore pressures by drainage.
This decay was fairly rapid at the 6-m depth, but slower at the 14-m
depth because the sand at this depth was overlain by a clay layer and
the permeability of the sand at the 6-m depth was greater than that at
the 14-m depth.

There was an aftershock about two hours after the earthquake, by
which time the excess pore pressures had completely dissipated. The
measured peak acceleration during this aftershock was 0.04 g, and no
excess pore pressures were generated.

Ground Motions Recordings
If the stiffness and strength of sand are decreased by shaking, the
ability of sand to transmit shear waves from depth to the surface
should decrease. In an extreme case where nearly all stiffness is lost,
ground motions occurring at the surface of a sand should be greatly
reduced. This phenomenon was observed in an accelerograph record
made in Niigata in 1964 (Figure 2-18). For about the first seven seconds,
the record showed the usual character ofground accelerations measured
during earthquakes. Then the accelerations suddenly decreased and
the period of the motion lengthened.

Time of Failure
In many instances of liquefaction-caused failure, the actual failure was
observed to occur following the end of the earthquake ground shaking.
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In the case of the Niigata earthquake, large sand boils ert!pted near a
school about three minutes after the cessation of shaking. The sudden
and dramatic failure of the Lower San Fernando Dam (Figure 2-4) is
reported to have occurred about 30 seconds after the end of strong
shaking (Seed, 1979b). Failure of a tailings dam in Japan on the Izu
Peninsula took place about 25 hours after a major aftershock of the
Near Izu Oshima earthquake in 1978 (Okusa et aI., 1980; Ishihara,
1984). These are important observations bearing upon the mechanisms
involved in "the liquefaction phenomenon.

Geological and Geotechnical Observations

Based on the results of sieve analyses on soils that did or did not
liquefy during past earthquakes, Tsuchida (1970) proposed the grain
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size distribution boundary curves in Figure 2-19 to identify soils that
are and are not susceptible to liquefaction. Subsequent work (discussed
later in this section) suggests that even finer soils may liquefy if the
fines are totally nonplastic.

Earthquake-induced instabilities involving cohesionless soils occur
most frequently in geologically recent deposits (Youd and Hoose,
1977). Riverbank deposits and alluvial fans, especially those formed
within the last several hundred years, are most susceptible to such
failures. Few, if any, failures have occurred in soils deposited earlier
than the late Pleistocene. A high water table has also been noted as
an essential condition. These observations have formed the basis for
procedures to map the susceptibility to liquefaction (see Chapter 4).

Youd (l984a) has examined geological evidence historically con
cerning the important question: Can a soil that has once liquefied
liquefy again during a subsequent earthquake? The answer appears to
be yes. Several cases are cited in which a loose layer has been left in
the topmost portion of a sand deposit as a result of one liquefaction
event, with the layer remaining susceptible to liquefaction again during
another strong shaking.

Engineering Correlations

The many documented instances of liquefaction and nonliquefaction
on level ground have been used to construct correlations involving the
intensity of ground shaking, the depth of the water table, and the
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resistance of the soil. Resistance has most commonly been evaluated
using the standard penetration test (SPT). These studies have provided
the most Teliable basis for evaluating the susceptibility of a site to
liquefaction (see Chapter 4). However, difficulties in using such
correlations arise because the characterization of earthquake strong
ground motion is a problem as complex as liquefaction. Thus, the
geotechnical engineer concerned with liquefaction is confronted with
the problem of understanding two' complex processes, even before
beginning to address the effect of liquefaction on a structure.

Historically, geotechnical engineers have used earthquake magnitude
and peak acceleration to characterize earthquakes. Acceleration and
duration of strong ground motion, the parameters of primary interest
in liquefaction investigations, have been correlated with magnitude
and distance to the earthquake source (Seed, 1979a). The correlations,
however, are far from perfect, and the reasons for the deviations are
not fully understood. McGarr (1984) has argued that accelerations near
earthquake sources are a function of both crustal stress state and
magnitude. Thus, earthquakes with identical magnitudes, but in radi
cally different stress regimes, may have different capabilities for
liquefying susceptible materials.

Variations in shaking duration appear to be related primarily to the
manner in which earthquakes are generated. Earthquakes consist of
energy released and radiated from fracture along faults as slippage
propagates along the fault. Complexities, particularly delays, of the
propagation of the rupture cause important variations in duration and
acceleration that are not reflected solely by earthquake magnitude.

Another useful scale for inferring peak acceleration at sites with
liquefaction, but for which strong ground motion records are not
available, is the Modified Mercalli Scale of 1931 (Wood and Neumann,
1931). It is a qualitative scale, ranging from I to XII, that is based on
all observable seismic effects at a site, including, for the highest level,
structural damage. Comparison at sites with measured strong ground
motion indicate a rough correlation between peak horizontal acceler
ation and intensity (Trifunac and Brady, 1975). Although liquefaction
effects have occurred at intensities as low as Intensity VI, liquefaction
becomes common at Intensity VII if susceptible deposits are present.
This suggests a typical threshold acceleration of about 0.1 g,* although
smaller accelerations associated with long-duration earthquakes may
cause liquefaction where soil conditions are particularly susceptible.

*The observable effects of liquefaction are among the factors used to determine the
Modified Mercalli Intensity, and so this correlation results partly from circular reasoning.
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Liquefaction Offshore

Soil deposits located offshore are subject to liquefaction from earth
quakes in the same way as onshore soils. Also, during storms submerged
soils are subject to many cycles of repeated wave loading, which ca.n
generate excess pore pressures even though the individual cyclic loads
are modest. Such loadings occur over a much longer time than those
due to earthquakes, and the mechanisms of diffusion and consolidation
can decrease the pore pressures substantially even while they are
being generated (Rahman et aI., 1977).

Liquefaction and large deformation from cyclic loading are also
significant phenomena to be considered in the design ofoffshore gravity
and pile-founded structures. Experience in the North Sea has shown
that rocking of gravity offshore platforms during storms can cause
increased pore pressures in the soil under the edges of the structure
and a corresponding tendency for the soil to flow out from these zones.
Typical design measures for gravity platforms include drainage wells
to reduce pore pressures in any sand immediately beneath the structure
(Eide and Andersen, 1984).

Submarine slope failures are also of concern. There are recorded
instances of enormous flow failures. Andreson and Bjerrum (1967)
discussed the occurrence of such failures in cohesionless soils. Slope
movements in cohesive soils off the Mississippi Delta, causing the
total loss of several offshore platforms and pipelines (Bea and Audibert,
1980; Bea et aI., 1980; Henkel, 1982), appear to have a similar nature.

There is also evidence that pipelines burie<;! offshore have failed due
to liquefaction of the overlying soil or because of the loss of much of

. its strength during a storm (Christian et aI., 1974).

Blast-Induced Liquefaction

Clear evidence of liquefaction has been observed (Melzer, 1978; Blouin
and Shinn, 1983) when explosives have been detonated near the ground
surface in the presence of saturated soils to produce a crater (Figure
2-20). Fountains of water and sand boils (Figure 2-21) have occurred,
and excess pore water pressures have been measured. Slumping and
flow of soils toward and into the initial crater have significantly changed
the crater profile. Significant settlement of the ground surface sur
rounding the initial crater has also occurred. Small buried explosives
have been used to densify loose sand deposits (Kok, 1981). An
important aspect of the densification process is the liquefaction of
subsurface soils (Mitchell, 1981).
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FIGURE 2-20 Example of explosion-induced liquefaction. A large, 1,I00-ft-diameter,
shallow crater was produced with explosives. Photograph: Courtesy of G. W. Housner.

FIGURE 2-21 Liquefaction is evident from the geysering of water and sand (about 1
m high) through an instrument borehole in an explosion-produced crater. Photograph:
Courtesy of G. W. Housner.
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Knowledge from Laboratory Tests on Elements of Soil

There is much literature reporting results from tests, using cyclic or
earthquake-like loadings, on an element of soil. Some results, discussed
herein, provide a basis for (1) understanding the phenomena of
liquefaction, (2) identifying the factors that control resistance to
liquefaction, and (3) indicating the accuracy and reliability with which
resistance can be measured in the laboratory.

Densification by Cyclic Loading

Figure 2-22 shows the progressive densification of a sand by repeated
back-and-forth straining in a simple shear test in which drainage occurs
freely. Each cycle causes further densification, at a decreasing rate,
until the sand assumes a very dense state. This densification is the
result of the soil particles being rearranged during the back-and-forth
straining. Actually, each half-cycle of straining generally causes some
expansion (dilation) of. the sand as particles are forced to roll or slide
up on adjacent particles, but the particles are able to form a still denser
packing upon unloading.

The process of densification is controlled by the amplitude of the
cyclic strain rather than by the magnitude of cyclic stress (Silver and
Seed, 1971; Youd, 1972). However, for practical work, the amount of
densification is often predicted using the ratio of cyclic stress to the
vertical or octahedral effective stress. Such practice represents an
approximation valid over a limited range of effective stress.

Both cyclic simple shear and shaking table tests of dry sands have
shown the existence of a threshold shear strain, "It (approximately
equal to 0.01 percent), below which no densification takes place
regardless of the number of cycles (Dobry et aI., 1981a). This behavior
was first demonstrated in resonant column tests by Drnevich and
Richart (1970) and later confirmed in direct simple shear tests by Youd
(1972), and is illustrated by the simple shear results in Figure 2-23.
Therefore, cyclic straining below this level is nondestructive, since no
rearrangement of soil grains occurs.

Small increases and decreases in effective octahedral stress usually
do not result in significant densification of a sand. This statement
becomes less valid as the magnitude of the loading increases. With
increasing stress the fraction of the strain that remains after unloading
also increases (Figure 2-24) because crushing and breaking of soil
particles play an increasingly important role.

Buildup of Pore Pressure During Undrained Cycle Loading

Decreases in volume caused by cyclic loading cannot occur if a soil is
saturated with an incompressible fluid and movement of the fluid
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within or from the soil is prevented. Instead, the tendency to decrease
in volume is counteracted by a decrease in effective stress. This
situation is shown schematically in Figure 2-25. With a constant total
stress, a decreased effective stress means an increased pore pressure.
In effect, cyclic straining causes the soil skeleton to try to decrease
its volume, and part of the applied stress is transferred to the less
compressible pore water.

Seed and Lee (1966) first demonstrated and investigated the pore
pressure buildup in sand subjected to cyclic loading. Figure 2-26 shows
several of their classical results for tests in which the initial consoli
dation stresses are isotropic; that is q = 0 initially. (The stresses in
level ground and in a triaxial testing apparatus are illustrated in Figure



THE STATE OF KNOWLEDGE

Tm No 114
1,,",0' VClld ,atlo - 0.7
'''''101 COfI'Ill'ft, pr••_ •• Z.O k, pa, .Q Clll

1----1 SecOftd

41

It... f 10
... 0
I"... 0

.3 J\0

~..

T••I No. 119
Iftlliol void 'Olio - 0.7\
Initial conflnlnt; pr'Hure. ZoO kO PI' aq em
Initial port wot., pr.IIUft -1.0 kO per Iq em
Pul.ollft, d.vlolo, .".... "'.. - to.70 kO pa, .Q CIIl

; ~

: e 3

~ f
~ ~ 2
o ...........
i 0

o+---------.IVlliI1nn

-...l 1--, Second

FIGURE 2-26 Results from isotropically consolidated cyclic triaxial tests. The top test
(114) is for loose sand; the bottom test (119) is for dense sand. Source: Seed and Lee
(1966).



42 LIQUEFACTION OF SOILS DURING EARTHQUAKES

2-27.) As cycling continues, the pore pressure increases progressively
until finally it reaches, during part of each subsequent cycle, the total
stress acting upon the sand. Thus, there are momentary conditions of
zero effective stress. The first time this condition occurs is often
referred to as initial liquefaction. In this report the symbol a' = 0 is
used to denote this condition.* Cyclic simple shear tests produce
similar results, as shown in Figure 2-28, but the initial liquefaction (a'
= 0 condition) is now defined as occurring when the pore pressure
equals the vertical total stress.

In Figure 2-26 there is a cyclic variation of pore pressure prior to
reaching the a' = 0 condition, superimposed upon the overall trend
for a steady increase. This cyclic variation is caused by the change in
octahedral stress during each cycle-a change that is immediately
reflected in the pore pressure. This strong cyclic effect is absent in
the results from the simple shear tests (Figure 2-28). The pore pressure
continues to cycle after first reaching the a' = O·condition, which can
only occur in the absence of shear stress. Application of shear stress
causes dilation and decrease in pore pressure; thus, the pore pressure
cycles as the applied shear stress cycles.

The number of cycles required to reach the a' = 0 condition is a
function of the density (among other factors) of the sand and of the
magnitude of the applied cyclic stress (or strain). A typical relationship
is reproduced in Figure 2-29. Here the intensity ofloading is represented
by the ratio 'rja'vo where're is the cyclic stress and a'vo is the initial
vertical stress. The value of 'rja'vo required to reach a' = 0 in a given
number of cycles is not a constant, but rather decreases with increasing
a'vo. This decrease is related to the fact, noted above, that the tendency
to densify is controlled by cyclic strain rather than cyclic stress.

As shown in Figure 2-30, cyclic shear strains must exceed a threshold
level before any excess pore pressures are generated. This threshold
strain corresponds to that required to begin densification and is about

*The approximately equal symbol (=) indicates that the decreased resistance to straining
associated with initial liquefaction can occur when the effective stresses are still slightly
greater than zero. Two methods for denoting effective stress (total stress minus pore
pressure) are in common use: cr with a bar (0-) or with a prime (cr'). They will be used
interchangeably in this report.

There was considerable discussion during the workshop concerning the best shorthand
notation for denoting the condition of initial liquefaction. An alternate notation receiving
strong support was 'u = 100 percent, where 'u is the ratio of pore pressure to total
vertical stress. This notation, which is not used in this report, clarifies a potential
confusion in the use of cr' = 0: What effective stress is meant? Vertical? Horizontal?
In fact, when initial liquefaction occurs, the effective stress must be nearly zero in all
directions. Therefore, 0- = cr' = 0 and,u = 100 percent represent essentially the same
conditions.
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10- 4 (0.01 percent) strain for a wide variety of sands (Dopry et aI.,
1981a, 1982; Dyvik et aI., 1984). .

Once the a' = 0 condition is reached in tests in which the cyclic
stress is controlled, the cyclic strains become larger. For looser sand
the increase in strains is quite sudden. For denser sand the increase
is less dramatic. It appears that there is a limiting cyclic strain that
can develop following initial liquefaction, as indicated in Figure 2-31.

Figure 2-32 shows the effective stress path during a typical cyclic
triaxial test. (The definitions of q and p are illustrated in Figure 2-27.)
The gradual buildup in pore pressure causes the stress path for each
cycle to progress toward the failure lines. Once a failure line is reached
(typically during the extension portion of a cycle), pore pressure and
strain development accelerate. After the a' = 0 condition occurs, the
stress paths run up and down the failure lines, passing through or near
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the origin twice each cycle. This behavior corresponds to the contrac
tion-dilation phases in densification, as shown in Figure 2-22, and
explains the fluctuation of pore pressure subsequent to reaching the
11"' = 0 condition. This fluctuation typically has a frequency twice that
at which the stresses or strains are applied. Typical stress-strain loops
for the post 11"' = 0 condition are shown in Figure 2-33.

Influence of Static Shear Stress
The foregoing results come from triaxial tests with isotropic consoli
dation or from simple shear tests with zero sustained shear stress.
Anisotropic consolidation in triaxial tests, or the presence ofa sustained
shear stress in simple shear tests, can have a profound effect on the
nature of the results (Vaid and Chern, 1983; Mohamad and Dobry,
1983). This is illustrated by the data from cyclic triaxial tests following
anisotropic consolidation, presented in Figure 2-34. Cycling of the
deviator stress causes the pore pressures to increase .so that the
effective stress path shifts progressively to the left, toward the failure
line. Once the stress path reaches the strength envelope, it tends to
stabilize so that the pore pressure does not build up further. Thus the
11"' = 0 condition is never reached in such a situation. However, there
is an accumulation of permanent strain, which continues after the
stress path has stabilized at the strength envelope.

The behavior of the stress path upon reaching the strength envelopes
and the associated development of strains are affected greatly by the
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minimum deviator stress occurring during cyclic loading and by the
density of the sand. Figure 2-35 shows results from a case where the
deviator stress just barely reverses. A a' = 0 condition develops. If
the minimum deviator stress does not drop to zero or if the direction
of the deviator stress does not reverses, however slightly, then the
behavior is as reflected in Figure 2-34.

When there is a static shear stress, it is in general not possible to
express resistance to cyclic loading in terms of the loading that causes
a at = 0 condition: to be reached. This is the case when the soil is in
a slope or is loaded by the foundation of a building. The shear stress
is caused by an external load that must be resisted before, during, and
after cyclic loading. [The initial shear stresses in a horizontal layer of
soil that has been consolidated anisotropically (Ko not equal to 1) may
be adjusted internally during cyclic loading and do not have to be
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resisted.] In this circumstance, resistance is usually expressed (as in
Figure 2-29) by the combinations of cyclic shear stress and number of
cycles causing a specified strain (cyclic or permanent), such as 2
percent or 5 percent strain.

Cycling Compressive Stress

Usually the application of a cycle of hydrostatic compressive stress
under undrained conditions in a triaxial cell, or of axial stress in an
oedometer, does not cause any residual increase in the pore pressure.
The pore pressure does increase and decrease during a cycle, but the
effective stress does not change significantly because of the relative
incompressibility Qf the pore water compared to the soil skeleton.

However, when the total stress increase is sufficiently intense, the
volumetric strain in the pore water may become greater than the elastic
rebound of the soil skeleton. This unloading may lead to the devel
opment of residual pore water pressure that can equal the total stress.
This phenomenon is illustrated in Figure 2-36. A major cause of this
behavior is the crushing and breaking of particles, leading to higher
susceptibility in calcareous versus quartz sands (Fragaszy et al., 1983).
The response to compressive loading is a significant factor in the
de'velopment of blast-induced liquefaction in laboratory experiments
conducted with quartz and calcareous sands (Charlie et aI., 1983).

Strength Following Cyclic Loading

Even though a 0"' = 0 condition develops in a sand during cyclic
loading, the sand may still exhibit considerable resistance to shear
during a subsequent undrained loading. This is illustrated by the curves
in Figure 2-37. Previous cycling influences the early portion of the
stress-strain curve, but the shear strength after loading is still essentially
the same. Figure 2-37b shows the results from a test with cyclic loading
superimposed upon an initial deviator stress. After cycling, the sand
still possesses a substantial margin of strength to support the sustained
loading.

This behavior may be understood using the concept of steady-state
strength. After a sufficiently large unidirectional undrained deforma
tion, a soil reaches a condition of steady state of deformation* whereby

*The steady state of deformation (Poulos, 1971, 1981) for any mass of particles is that
state in which the mass is continuously deforming at constant volume. constant normal
effective stress, j;onstant shear stress, and constant velocity. The steady state of
deformation is achieved only after all particle orientation has reached a statistically
steady-state condition and after all particle breakage, if any, is complete, so that the
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shear stress needed to continue deformation and the velocity of deformation remain
constant. The steady state of deformation is the same concept as envisioned by
Casagrande (1936, 1938) when he proposed the existence of a critical void ratio, or
critical density, for sands. The concept, which is similar but subtly different from
residual and critical state strength, applies to all particulate materials.
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the strength is only a function of its void ratio and is independent of
stress history and initial structure (Castro, 1969; Castro et aI., 1982).
Thus, even though a a' = 0 condition may develop, the soil does not
lose its undrained steady-state strength.

The behavior shown in Figure 2-37a is typical of a dense or medium
dense sand consolidated under fl reiatively low confining stress. If,
however, a sand is very loose, or if the consolidation stress is very
large, the value of the undrained steady-state strength can be low
enough so that it is smaller than the applied static shear stress. Thus,
the stress-strain behavior can be as shown in Figure 2-38a. There is .
an initial loading applied under drained conditions. The subsequent
curve for undrained loading exhibits a distinct peak, after which the
shearing resistance decreases until the undrained steady-state strength
is reached. If such a sample is subjected to an undrained cyclic loading
in addition to a sustained deviator stress, it may collapse (Figure 2
38b). That is, it will no longer be able to resist the sustained shear
stress.

In very loose sands, undrained cyclic or monotonic strains permit
the particles to rearrange so that their resistance to steady deformation
is less than the initial loading. The typical test results sketched in
Figure 2-38b correspond to a conventional triaxial test. A similar
behavior, discussed in Chapter 4, has been observed by Dobry et ai.
(1984) by superimposing small torsional strains on an anisotropically
loaded triaxial specimen of loose sand.

The distinction between the types of behavior illustrated iIi Figures
2-37 and 2-38 is very important, and will be returned to later. With
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the behavior shown in Figure 2-37, total collapse is not possible with
truly undrained conditions. Large strains, both cyclic and permanent,
may result from a cyclic loading. Casagrande (1975), Castro (1975),
and Castro and Poulos (1977) have suggested that such a response
corresponds to a problem of deformation rather than of strength and
should be called cyclic mobility. They have maintained that the behavior
shown in Figure 2-38, in which total collapse and unrestrained defor
mation can occur from the loss of strength, is the only true form of
liquefaction.

Other Aspects of Behavior

Sample Disturbance and Preparation
Several studies have emphasized the great influence of the method of
sample preparation upon the deformations caused by stress-controlled
cyclic loading (Mulilis et aI., 1975; Ladd, 1977). Figure 2-39 shows a
typical set of results (note that all specimens were tested at substantially
the same void ratio). Various studies have shown that laboratory
prepared specimens, and also ordinary tube samples, commonly have
considerably different resistance than specimens obtained from block
samples or from samples frozen in situ, even though the laboratory
prepared specimens are at the in-situ void ratio (Yoshimi et aI., 1984).
This is illustrated in Figure 2-40. An extensive study at the U.S. Army
Engineering Waterways Experiment Station has revealed that sub
stantial nonuniformities are induced in the specimens under cyclic
loading. Figure 2-41 compares the density distribution for unstrained
specimens (control specimens) with a specimen (number 68) subjected
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procedures for specimen preparation. Source: Seed (1976).

to cyclic loads that resulted in a maximum double amplitude strain of
22 percent. Similar results had been shown by Castro (1969).

These several results emphasize the uncertainties involved when
laboratory tests are used to measure in-situ deformations resulting
from cyclic loading.

Stress History
Laboratory tests have shown that the deformations are influenced
significantly by previous overconsolidation, by the duration of a
confining stress prior to cyclic loading (Seed, 1979a), and by previous
densification by less intense ground shaking. It appears that the
influence of such effects upon in-situ resistance may be retained in
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high-quality undisturbed samples obtained by in-situ freezing provided
that freezing progresses without impeding drainage at the freezing
front, the sands do not contain too much fines, the effective confining
stress is adequate, and only a part is used of the frozen sample taken
far from a possible zone of disturbance where the freezing pipe has
been inserted (Yoshimi et aI., 1978; Singh et aI., 1982; Yoshimi eta!.,
1984).

Particle Size, Gradation, and Shape
Tests have revealed that a wide variety of clean cohesionless soils can
develop large cyclic strains under cyclic loading if evaluated at.
comparable densities and ifloaded under undrained conditions. (Earlier
results suggesting greater resistance in coarser soils involved an
experimental error associated with membrane penetration.) On the
other hand, the presence of significant amounts of fines-especially
cohesive fines-can impede particle rearrangement during cyclic strain
ing and thus provide increased resistance to cyclic loading.

Poulos et a!. (1985) state that particle shape is a significant factor in
determining steady-state strength.
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Ishihara (1984, 1985) has reported results from tests on mine tailings
with substantial fractions of fines (see Figures 2-42 and 2-43), but of
low plasticity. In cyclic triaxial tests these soils developed significant
strains at stress ratios as small as those found for clean sands (Figure
2-43).

General Nature of Cyclic Loading
It is well known that isotropically consolidated triaxial tests measure
a greater resistance to deformation than simple shear tests, if both
tests are performed using the same initial vertical effective stress and
controlled cyclic stresses. The difference is thought to be associated
primarily with the different horizontal effective stresses in the two
types of tests as well as with larger strains in the extension phase of
triaxial loading. Simple shear tests simulate more closely the in-situ
resistance beneath level ground, and hence it is appropriate to correct
values of resistance measured using triaxial tests (Peacock and Seed,
1968; Seed and Peacock, 1971).
. Actually, an ordinary simple shear test simulates the effect of cyclic

straining in one direction only, whereas multidirectional straining is
present during actual earthquakes. Special simple shear tests with
straining in two orthogonal directions, and tests made upon a shaking
table, have provided measures of the importance of multidimensional
shaking (Seed et aI., 1975e; Seed et aI., 1977; Casagrande and Rendon,
1978; Ishihara and Yamazaki, 1980). The resistance during multidirec
tional straining is about 80 percent to 90 percent of that during one
dimensional straining.

Detailed Nature of Cyclic Loading
While ordinary laboratory tests involve uniform cycles of loading, the
time history of stress or strain during an earthquake is quite irregular.
Methods for converting irregular cycles to equivalent regular cycles
have been developed (Ishihara and Yasuda, 1975; Annaki and Lee,
1977; Haldar and Tang, 1981). For most earthquake ground motions,
the maximum pore pressure buildup is reached at the time when the
largest peak ground acceleration occurs, and hence only the history
of loading to that moment must be considered when evaluating the
equivalent number of cycles. This ceases to be true when there are
subsequent peaks of acceleration almost as large (i.e., greater than 80
percent) as the largest peak.

Minor details of a stress or strain time history can significantly
influence the buildup of excess pore pressure and the development of
cyclic strains (Nemet-Nasser, 1982; Nemet~Nasser and Takahashi,
1984; Wang and Karazanjian, 1985). Such details are very important
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in formulating numerical analyses designed to predict response to an
irregular loading.

Repeated Shakings
Laboratory studies have shown that a history of previous shaking may
make a sand either more or less susceptible to liquefaction, depending
upon the strength of previous shakings (Finn et aI., 1970). In these
tests, involving loose sands, samples were allowed to reconsolidate
between undrained cyclic loadings. A series of small previous shakings,
either too weak to cause liquefaction or just barely strong enough to
cause a cr' = 0 condition, allow the soil to densify uniformly and
increases subsequent resistance to liquefaction. However, a very strong
shaking may cause uneven densification, leaving a topmost looser layer
with increased susceptibility to liquefaction.

Knowledge from Centrifuge Testing

Tests have been performed with shaking tables to investigate basic
phenomena and to validate theories. Examples are contained in Finn
et ai. (1971) and Yoshimi and Tokimatsu (1977). A major difficulty
with more detailed experimentation on shaking tables is that the
stresses arising from the weight of the soil are much less than those
in prototype situations. It is well known that the stress-strain behavior
of soil is very nonlinear. Certain aspects of this behavior-such as
dilatancy-are quite different for the small static stresses typically
encountered in models than for the stresses associated with actual
earth structures and foundations.
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One way to overcome this difficulty is to test models on a centrifuge
where they are subjected to an increased gravitational field. Consider
a dam that is actually 100 ft high. If a model is constructed with a
height of 1 ft and is tested on a centrifuge at a centrifugal acceleration
of 100 g, then the stresses at corresponding points in the model will
be the same as those in the full-scale dam. If stresses are the same,
and if the soil is the same in both model and prototype, then the strains
and the overall pattern of the deformations should be the same. While
various practical problems may preclude the making of exact scaled
models of specific prototype situations, centrifuge model tests make
it possible to observe the general patterns of response of soil masses
to ground motions and to provide data against which methods for
evaluating response may be checked.

The typical arrangement for a centrifuge model test is illustrated in
Figure 2-44. The container holding the model rests upon a platform
that is free to rotate upward as the speed of the centrifuge increases;
thus the gravitational acceleration vector always acts along the vertical
axis of the model. Cheney et al. (1983) have presented a survey of
centrifuge experiments in which the effects of earthquake shaking have
been simulated.

Experiments Using Stacked-Ring Containment

In experiments at both Cambridge University and the University of
California at Davis (Whitman et aI., 1982; Arulanandan et aI., 1983), .
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FIGURE 2-44 Schematic of centrifuge arm with swinging platform, soil container, and
soil model. The platform is shown both in the stationary position before a test and in
the test position while the arm is rotating.

saturated sand has been shaken within a stack of rings (Figure 2-45)
to simulate the behavior of a column of soil within a horizontal stratum
being shaken at its base. Figure 2-46 shows observed patterns of pore
pressure increase during shaking and dissipation after the end of
shaking. There was a threshold of acceleration required to cause any
increase in pore pressures. While there was some unknown influence
of the stack of rings, this threshold corresponded to prototype accel
erations of 0.05 g to 0.1 g. In tests with strong shaking, the pore
pressures increased until they equaled the total vertical stress; that is,
a (J" = 0 condition was reached. It was observed (Figure 2-47) that
subsequent horizontal accelerations within the sand could no longer
follow the accelerations applied at the base of the sand. This experi
mental result can be compared with the Niigata record shown in Figure
2-18. These results have confirmed hypotheses formulated on the basis
of cyclic triaxial and simple shear tests and the available field obser
vations.

Several detailed studies concern the process of dissipation of excess
pore pressures following the occurrence of a zero effective stress
condition. Consider the case of a uniform sand deposit that has
completely liquefied during an earthquake and is subsequently "solid
ifying" through the dissipation of pore pressures. Model tests show
that "solidification" will begin at the bottom of the soil deposit (even
if the bottom boundary is impervious) and then propagate upward.
This constitutes a horizontal solidification front separating soils still
liquefied from soils that have "solidified." This has been observed in
model soil deposits (Scott and Zuckerman, 1973; Heidari and James,
1982). Above this front the effective stress is zero and the soil particles
are in suspension while they settle out. The usual process of consoli-
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centrifuge. Source: Lambe and Whitman (1985).

dation applies only within the sand below this front, although the
response of the entire sand mass can be modeled using a very nonlinear
consolidation theory (Whitman et aI., 1982).

Pore Pressures Within Foundations and Embankments

Results from centrifuge model tests dem()nstrate the complex patterns
of pore pressure that may develop within foundations and embankments
of saturated sand by earthquake ground shaking. Dilatancy and pore
pressure spreading, as a result of complex interactions between
different zones within the soil, are evident.

Figure 2-48 shows results from a test with a structure founded upon
a saturated sand subjected to an input similar to that shown in Figure
2-47. The sand was contained within a box. The structure was simulated
by lead shot placed within a frame with a flexible membrane as a
bottom, and extended across the entire width of the box. The average
bearing pressure was 130 kPa (1.3 tons/ft2). The water table was located
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at the surface of the sand, which had a relative density of about 65
percent. Several features of the results on the model structure are of
note:

• At point E in the "free field" away from the structure, the pore
pressure rapidly increases until it reaches the total vertical stress; that
is, a zero effective stress condition occurs at this point.

• At points C and D beneath the structure, the excess pore pressure
is less than in the free field and much smaller than the total vertical
stress at these points. Thus, the presence of the structure has inhibited
the buildup of pore pressures.

• At points C and D the pore pressure during shaking fluctuates
about the mean trend. This is from the total stress fluctuating at these
points, much as in a cyclic triaxial test, because of inertial loading
from the structures. This does not occur at points A and E, where the
stress conditions are similar to those in a cyclic simple shear test.

Figure 2-49 shows pore pressures measured during shaking of a
model dam of sand, with water standing on both sides of the dam. In
this and the two subsequent examples, the sand is at a relative density
of about 55 percent. At point A on the centerline the pore pressure
rose steadily during shaking. At points B, C, and D there was a cyclic
component superimposed upon the mean trend of increasing pore
pressure. This cyclic component may come from changes in the mean
total stress at these points caused by rocking of the dam. At point D
the pore pressure initially increased, but then the mean trend reversed
and the excess pore pressure became negative. Following the end of
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scales are the same for all plots. Source: Whitman and Lambe (l985a).

shaking the excess pore pressure at this point rose and became positive
again before beginning to dissipate. Apparently, the mean shear strain
at point D became large enough during shaking to cause the sand to
dilate..

Figure 2-50 depicts a steel plate resting upon an embankment of
sand, with the plate and embankment both submerged. This arrange
ment simulates a structure resting upon a sand island. The model
embankment was 90 mmhigh with side slopes 3: 1 and a crest width
of 200 mm. The centrifuge acceleration was 40 g, and the resulting
contact pressure from the steel plate was from 15 to 31 kPa. At points
X and Y the pore pressure rose steadily during shaking. Immediately
beneath the plate the pore pressure reached the total stress, and
thereafter the acceleration transmitted to the plate decreased markedly.
At point Z the excess pore pressure was strongly negative during early
stages of shaking, indicating strains large enough to dilate the sand.
Toward the end of shaking the pore pressure began to rise as water
seeped toward this point from regions with positive pore pressure, and
this trend continued after shaking ceased.

The final case shown in Figure 2-51 involves an embankment of silt
resting upon sand, with fluid flowing through the sand. At points 38,
42, and 52 the pore pressure rose during shaking and then began to
dissipate following shaking. However, at point 68 the pore pressure
remained small during shaking and then rose when shaking ceased.

Settlements and Permanent Distortions

Figure 2-48 involved a situation where initial liquefaction clearly
developed within the free field and yet a structure remained stable.
There were settlements of the structure, occurring entirely while
shaking continued. Adjusted to prototype scale, these settlements were
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and Schofield (1983).

about 80 mm (3 in.), for a structure with a width of 20 m (66 ft). These
are large but not necessarily damaging settlements.

Problems with embankments involved noticeable settlements and
permanent distortions, but the embankment remained stable despite
the development of very large excess pore pressures within large zones
of the soil. Clearly the occurrence of large pore pressures and even a
zero effective stress condition does not necessarily imply failure of a
foundation or embankment.

Theory Based on Microscopic Considerations

Since sands are composed of assemblages of solid particles, experi
menters explain the behavior of granular media under stress by
examining discrete or particulate models. The simplest of these models
are composed of circular disks in two dimensions, or spheres in three
dimensions in regular packings. These were used by Thurston and
Deresiewicz (1959), Rowe (1962), Scott (1963), and Horne (1965) to
demonstrate certain properties allied to soils. Such regular models
cannot, however, divulge complex behavior that is qualitatively similar
in important aspects to a random arrangement of loose or dense soil
particles of irregular shape and a wide range of sizes. In particular,
the phenomenon of liquefaction is too complex for these models.

On the other hand, confirmation of some experimental results can
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submerged below the water. This arrangement simulates a structure resting on a sand
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FIGURE 2·51 Pore pressures (du) measured in a model of a silt embankment resting
on a sand foundation shaken in a centrifuge. Flow is occurring through the sand. The
vertical scales are not the same for all plots. Source: Adapted from Schofield and Venter
(1984).

be obtained by examining some regular arrays, as demonstrated by a
theoretical study performed by Dobry et al. (1982). This clarified the
reason for the existence of a threshold shear strain, 'YI = 0.01 percent,
below which no rearrangement of grains takes place, and thus no
densification or pore pressure buildup can occur. The model used is
the simple cubic array of identical quartz spheres, subjected to an all
around pressure cr (see Figure 2-52). The spheres are elastic and rough
(i.e., the contacts can support tangential forces). If a monotonically
increasing stress increment T is then applied, tangential forces Tappear
at the contacts and create a relative motion & between centers of
adjacent spheres. The load-displacement relation T versus & for any
constant can be obtained using Mindlin's Theory, and is shown in
Figure 2-53. At a "threshold" value, & = &1' all contacts of the array
slide simultaneously.

A theoretical expression for the corresponding threshold strain of
the array can then be obtained:

_ 2 08 (2 - v)(1 + v)!( )2/3 (' r
"VI - • (1 _ V 2)1/2(E)2/3 a 10. 10.)

where E and j..l. equal the elastic constants of the spheres and! equals
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FIGURE 2-52 Stresses and forces on a simple cubic array of equal spheres.
Source: Dobry et al. (1982).

the friction coefficient. When the known material properties for quartz
are used in Eq. 2-1, an expression is obtained for quartz sands relating
"It and 0":

"It = 1.75 X 10-4(0")213 (Eq. 2-2)

where 0" is in psf. Eq. 2-2 is plotted in Figure 2-54. For the range of
confining pressures of most practical interest (500 < 0" < 4,000 psf),
"It is between 0.01 percent and 0.04 percent, close to the experimental
values measured in actual sands. For sands made up of grains that are
not quartz, Eq. 2-1 permits "It to be predicted if the grain's material
constants E, IL, and f are known.

Studies have used packing arrangements and contact angles of more
realistic granular media to provide preliminary data toward the con
struction of models more closely identified with real soils (Oda, 1972;
Oda and Konishi, 1974). These investigations clarified the microscopic
mechanisms developed during shear of soils. More recently, statistical
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models have been proposed, based on these preliminary investigations,
and have been used to give qualitative and partially quantitative
descriptions ofbehavior in cyclic drained and undrained simple shearing
tests (Nemat-Nasser and Shokooh, 1979; Nemat-Nasser, 1980; Oda et
al., 1980).

From these studies, Nemat-Nasser and Takahashi (1984) have drawn
certain conclusions regarding the behavior of soils in drained and
undrained cyclic shearing tests. In particular, they find that the
liquefaction resistance of a sample that has been prestrained or
previously liquefied is increased if the previous load cycles are
terminated at zero shear strain, whereas it is reduced if the cycles
terminate in a state of zero shear stress. The results seem to be
confirmed by tests and can be explained by examining the effects of
anisotropy, through consideration of the soil fabric, or the distribution
of soil particle contact angles, in conjunction with their micromechan
ical model.

Two types of anisotropy are to be distinguished: inherent anisotropy
in particle arrangements because of sample preparation or natural
deposition, and induced anisotropy from particle rearrangements by
previous cycles of loading. It appears that the induced anisotropy is
erased when the shear strain returns to a zero state, but not when the
shear stress is zero. This is the cause of the changes in liquefaction
resistance indicated above. The variation of anisotropy associated with
various sample preparation techniques also affects the soil's response
to cyclic loading.



3
A Framework of Understanding

The preceding survey offield observations, key results from laboratory
tests upon soil elements, model tests, and theory will establish a
general framework of understanding to identify any fundamental
disagreements and gaps in defining the liquefaction problem and to
discuss the state of the art in analysis and evaluation of particular sites
or earth structures. This framework provides a synthesis of what is
generally known about the behavior of saturated cohesionless soils
when subjected to a transient disturbance and the possible conse
quences of this behavior.

Engineers are concerned primarily with circumstances that cause
excessive deformations-those large enough to render some building,
transportation system, or facility unuseable, either temporarily or
permanently. Essentially their focus is on a possible failure. High pore
pressures are symptomatic of a possible failure, and in some cases
may be said to cause the failure. Thinking in terms of pore pressures
and effective stresses can aid in understanding a problem, but the
evaluation of possible deformations and movements of earth must be
organized around failure mechanisms.

Two types of behavior constitute "failure." Flow failure describes
the condition where a soil mass can deform continuously under a shear
stress less than or equal to the static shear stress applied to it. Such
a condition will cause slope instability or bearing capacity failure.
Equilibrium is restored, if at all, only after enormous displacements
or settlements. The failures of the tailings dams in Chile in 1965 and
1985, the failure of the Lower San Fernando Dam in 1971, and the
bearing capacity failures in Niigata in 1964 are examples of flow
failures.

Deformationfailures involve unacceptably large permanent displace
ments or settlements during (and/or immediately after) shaking, but
the earth mass remains stable following shaking without great changes
in geometry. Examples are settlements of oil tanks and the slumping
and cracking of earth dams. Such movements can, if sufficiently large,
be the cause of damaged tanks or excessive dam seepage.

71
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FIGURE .3-1 Possible mechanisms of failure induced by liquefaction on horizontal
ground without any significant stresses other than due to the self-weight of the soil: (a)
sand boil; (b) subsidence of the ground; (c) a situation where differential transient
motions may be damaging.

Liquefaction Failure Mechanisms for Horizontal Ground

For purposes of this discussion, horizontal ground is characterized by:
(1) a horizontal surface of very large extent, and (2) the absence of
any superimposed or buried structure that imposes significant stresses
in the ground. Thus, essentially all of the stress within the soil stems
from the self-weight of the soil. Any static shear stresses that may be
present in the ground are from the depositional process and subsequent
loading history. However, these shear stresses are not needed for
equilibrium of the mass, and the shear stresses can therefore change
as a result of shaking and even become zero.

Suppose that excess pore pressures suddenly develop within hori
zontal ground. Such pressures might result from earthquake shaking,
from intense compressive loading, or just from a sudden increase in
pore pressure imposed at the base of the stratum. Three possible
failure mechanisms can be envisioned (see Figures 3-la, 3-lb, and 3-lc).

Sand Boils

An upward flow of water is established when excess pore pressures
develop at some depth. If the upward gradient is large enough, the
flowing water will buoy up the soil particles. With a homogeneous
soil, this could result in a widespread quicksand condition. It is more
likely, however, that the flow will break through to the surface in
places where the topmost stratum is especially thin or where there are
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cracks or other weaknesses in the superficial soil. Soil particles are
carried upward with water at these locations and will be left on the
surface as sand boils.

Sand boils alone seldom constitute a failure, although their sudden
appearance is frightening. There can be rupturing of thin pavements.
There may also be minor subsidence of the area around a boil,
associated with the volume of soil deposited on the surface.

Subsidence and Settlement

Dissipation of the excess pore pressures will be accompanied by
densification of the soil and settlement of the surface. It is this tendency
to densify that causes development of the excess pore pressures by
earthquake or blast loading. Such settlement quite likely will be uneven
and may result in damage to pavements, railroad tracks, and some
structures, especially pile-supported bridges. If the site lies adjacent
to a river, lake, or ocean, permanent flooding may result.

Differential Transient Motions

Figure 3-1c depicts a structure overlying the soil and supported on
end-bearing piles. The excess pore pressures cause the stiffness of the
soil to be reduced, and hence differential motions of many inches or
even feet can occur between the top and bottom of the soil during
earthquake shaking. Such relative motions may damage the piles or
any pipes running vertically through the soil. Since such large transient
motions likely would be nonuniform in horizontal directions, buried
pipes or tunnels might also experience excessive bending.

Most failures of horizontal ground are problems of excessive defor
mation, possibly a significant concern in its own right. Deformations
may be responsible for a large proportion of liquefaction-induced
failures even though they are not the most dramatic aspects of the
liquefaction problem. The greatest threat to people involves slopes
and foundations. Since a structure often rests upon level ground, the
response of such ground (the "free field" away from the structure)
often is analyzed to indicate whether or not liquefaction might threaten
the structure. Reaching the cr' = 0 condition in the free field, however,
does not necessarily mean excessive settlement of a structure.

Flow Failures of Slopes and Foundations

Figure 3-2 depicts several situations involving a nonhorizontal ground
surface, or where a load from a building or embankment is superimposed
on otherwise level ground. The common characteristic of these situ-
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FIGURE 3-2 Examples of situations involving the existence of significant shear stresses
in the soil: (a) sloping ground (potential failure mechanism A); (b) embankment on level
ground (potential failure mechanism A); (c) earth dam (potential failure mechanism A,
B, or C); (d) structure supported on shallow foundation (potential failure mechanism A,
B, or C); (e) structure supported on friction piles (potential failure mechanism D); (f)

explosion-caused cavity (potential failure mechanism C).

ations is that the saturated cohesionless soil must, if a flow failure is
to be avoided and stability is to be preserved, still sustain shear stress
once the transient disturbance ceases.

Soils are distinguished on the basis of the shape of their stress-strain
curve during undrained monotonic straining. For anisotropically con
solidated conditions, two possible forms of stress-strain behavior relate
to the potential for a flow failure, as shown in Figures 3-3a and 3-3b
(Poulos, 1971; Castro, 1975; Castro et aI., 1982).

Type I Stress-Strain Behavior

The first type of stress-strain behavior consists of the undrained loading
defining a peak strength followed by a decrease in resistance to a value
of steady-state (or residual) strength that is lower than the consolidation
value of shear stress. During shear, the soil experiences a continuous
increase in pore pressure until a condition of steady state is reached,
namely continuous deformation at constant resistance, constant effec
tive normal stresses, and constant volume. A point representing the
steady-state parameters is shown in the state diagram (the e versus
cr' 3 plot) and lies on the steady-state line, which is unique for the soil.
The steady-state line is only a function of the soil; it is not a function
of the stress history or initial structure. [These concepts concerning
type I stress-strain behavior had their genesis in the work ofCasagrande
(1936, 1938, 1965, 1975).]
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FIGURE 3-3 Comparison of two basic types of stress-strain behavior found in soils
under undrained monotonic shear: (a) stress-strain behavior type I; (b) stress-strain
behavior type II. Source: Adapted from Poulos (1971), Castro (1975), and Castro et al.
(1982).
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Type II Stress-Strain Behavior

The second type of stress-strain behavior consists of the resistance
initially rising sharply and then more gradually, with a constant
resistance being reached generally after a large strain. While the pore
pressure may initially increase, after some straining it decreases and
the excess pore pressure becomes negative to counteract the tendency
of the sand to dilate. It is the gradually decreasing pore pressure and
the corresponding increase in effective stress that give rise to the
gradually increasing shear resistance. Typically, the effective stress
path first bends to the left as in the case of loose sand, but before
reaching the failure line it bends back to the right and then runs up
along (or close to) the strength envelope until finally a maximum
resistance is reached. (In dense sand this maximum resistance may be
quite large, possibly being associated with crushing of grains, and
cavitation of pore water may occur before it is reached.)

Determinants of Stress-Strain Behavior

The same sand can exhibit either of the two types of stress-strain
behavior depending upon the void ratio, the effective normal stress,
and the shear stress (or deviator stress) prior to undrained shear. For
the sand to exhibit type I behavior it must: (1) plot to the right of the
steady-state line in the e versus (J"3 state diagram, and (2) have a
sufficiently high static shear stress so that it exceeds the value of the
undrained steady-state or residual strength. The so-called "quick"
clays, which are really loose clayey silts, can develop type I stress
strain behavior, as would any sensitive clay.

Four Mechanisms for Flow Failures

With the background given above, four types of flow failures may be
identified.

Mechanism A
If the sand beneath a slope or a building has a stress-strain curve of
type I, there clearly is a potential for a flow failure. A cyclic loading
of sufficient amplitude and duration can "push the soil over the peak"
of the stress-strain curve (Figure 3-4). Once this condition is reached,
progressive failure will occur, pore pressure will continue to increase,
and the shear resistance will continue to decrease until the steady
state or residual strength is reached.

Consider the infinite slope of Figure 3-2a. If the undrained steady
state (residual) strength is smaller than the shear stress required for
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FIGURE 3-4 Unstable and stable behavior under static and cyclic loading. Source:
Castro (1976).

static equilibrium, the slope will be destabilized and a flow slide will
occur. For the situation depicted in Figure 3-2b, reduction of the shear
resistance within the layer of sand may cause the overall slope to
become unstable. Similar statements can be made concerning situations
c and d. Thus, with a soil having type I stress-strain behavior, a
progressive failure can occur with no volume change (i.e., truly
undrained conditions) at any point within the earth mass.

On the other hand, if the sand within the slope has a stress-strain
curve of type II under truly undrained conditions, there cannot be a
flow failure. Cyclic loading may cause some permanent strain and
some permanent downhill movement, but it cannot change the value
of the undrained steady-state (residual) strength. Thus, at the end of
the transient loading, the ever-present static stress is still less than the
peak shear resistance and downslope movement will be arrested.
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Mechanism B
If the soil overlying the sand is effectively impervious during the
duration ofthe earthquake, the sand as a whole must remain at constant
volume. However, a sand whose particles have been rearranged by
cyclic straining (or by intense compression) naturally tends to settle
under the pull of gravity. If it settles away from the overlying soil,
leaving a liquid film at the interface, an unstable situation results.
Actually, it is only necessary for a thin layer atop the sand to loosen
enough so that its steady-state strength becomes less than the static
shear stress that must continually be sustained. Such a situation could
result in a failure of an infinite slope or of a slope containing one or
more seams of saturated sand (a and b in Figure 3-2).

This process involves changes in void ratio within the sand
loosening of the upper portion and densification of the lower portion
with some flow of water upward from the lower portion to the topmost
zone (Figure 3-5). The result is a reduction in the steady-state strength
of the sand in the upper portion (Figure 3-6). In this case the steady
state strength through the weakest part of the soil will differ from the
undrained steady-state strength at the original void ratio. Such a
redistribution of void ratio has been observed in laboratory tests
(Castro, 1975; Gilbert, 1984) and could be expected in the field as well.

Mechanism C
The high excess pore pressures developed within cohesionless soils
will tend to spread into overlying soils, thus reducing their shear
resistance. Upward pressures may well cause overlying cohesive soils
to crack, allowing sand to be carried upward into these cracks. The
result is a loss of strength of the cohesive soil as a whole (and,
incidentally, the formation of sand boils). This mechanism may be the
cause of failure in a dam or slope having an interior region in which
high pore pressures develop (Figure 3-7).

Reduction of strength in the outer crust, together with loosening of
the upper portion of the sand associated with upward flow of water,
reduces the total shear resistance along a potential failure surface. A
similar situation may develop beneath a foundation, as pore pressures
developed in soil beneath or to the sides of the foundation spre~d

laterally and/or upward into stronger, cohesive, or nonsaturated soils
near the free surface. In these cases there are global changes in void
ratios involving soil other than the sand in which high pore pressures
originated. Undrained conditions obviously no longer exist. In the case
of slopes, transformation of apparently solid ground into a soil ava
lanche occurs much more rapidly than would be calculated from
diffusion through pores of the soil because of the change in permeability
when tension cracks open up (Schofield, 1980).
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FIGURE 3-5 Example of a potential situation for mech
anism B failure arising from the rearrangement of the soil
into looser and denser zones. Local volume change occurs.
but the sand as a whole remains at a constant volume and
is "globally" undrained.

•.

79

T

FIGURE 3-6 Change in the undrained stress path
that a soil follows as a result of becoming loosened
because of local volume change. Path A depicts
the stress path without loosening. Path B depicts
the stress path after loosening occurs.
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FIGURE 3-7 Examples of a potential situation for mecha
nism C failure resulting from spreading of pore pressure and
global volume changes.

The instability and large change in geometry following the generation
of a cavity by an explosion in a saturated sand (Figure 3-2f) is a special
case of this mechanism. Water will immediately begin flowing toward
the cavity, carrying soil particles with it-much as with a classic piping
failure at the toe of a dam. The surrounding soil will be loosened and
hence weakened by this flowing water so that slumping is possible.

Mechanism 0
A situation where there is a well-defined interface between sand and
a stiff body is another special case. A friction pile foundation (Figure
3-2e) is an example. Increased pore pressure can cause a plunging
failure of such piles (De Alba, 1982, 1983a,b). In principle, such a
failure can occur with the surrounding sand having either type I or
type II stress-strain behavior. It only is necessary that the pore pressure
rise sufficiently to reduce the shear resistance at the interface below
that needed for static equilibrium (Figure 3-8). It is not necessary for
there to be any volume change in the sand adjacent to the wall.

This same argument has been applied to infinite slopes, and might
be valid if a plate with a very smooth surface rested upon an inclined
stratum of saturated sand. In nature, however, the interface between
sand and overlying soil is not abrupt, and the two soils grade into one
another to some extent. Hence, if the overlying soil is stronger than
the sand, failure must take place through the sand via mechanism B.
Thus, mechanism D is closely related to mechanism B. Indeed, small
localized changes in the void ratio alongside a pile may be necessary
to permit a plunging failure since the surface of a pile is often somewhat
rough.
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FIGURE 3-8 Effective stress path for element of soil
next to friction pile during earthquake shaking. Pore
pressure increases and effective stress decreases with
constant soil-pile friction until the failure line is reached.
Thereafter. further pore pressure increase causes loss
of strength and plunging failure (failure mechanism OJ.

Discussion

The foregoing analysis has identified three primary mechanisms of flow
failure in saturated cohesionless soils subjected to cyclic straining
(Figure 3-9):

1. A loss of static shear re.sistance, associated with progressive
failure, during truly undrained shear; i.e., undrained globally and
locally.

2. A loss of static shear resistance within a portion (usually the
upper portion) of a mass of cohesionless soil owing to redistribution
of density within the soil.

3. A loss of static shear resistance within ground adjacent to
cohesionless soil in which high pore pressures develop, owing to
reduction of effective stress and possibly cracking as pore pressures
push outward from the zone of high pore pressure.

While any of these mechanisms by itself could be the cause of a flow
failure, all three may be present to some degree in any given case.

All three mechanisms can contribute to a failure while shaking
continues, although it is probable that failures involving mechanism C
will occur soon after the end of shaking. A failure associated with
mechanism C may also occur hours later. If failure occurs solely as a
result of mechanism A, it must occur during or very soon after the
end of shaking.

Mechanism B is somewhat more speculative than mechanisms A or
C. It is difficult to study the phenomenon in the laboratory because
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FIGURE 3-9 Classification scheme for various mechanisms of failure. Source: Modified
from Whitman (1985).

membranes and other restraints on deformation inhibit a direct modeling
of the actual situation. It is not known if the existence of a static shear
stress in, say, a direct shear test can inhibit soil from settling away
from the top cap. Various factors-the time required for such settle
ment, the effect of the thickness of the sample, and the influence of
the roughness of the top cap-are poorly understood.

It is believed that all observed flow failures have resulted from one
or a combination of the mechanisms discussed above.

Deformation Failures of Slopes and Foundations

Even though an earth mass does not fail totally and move large
distances, there may be permanent deformations large enough to
constitute failure in an engineering sense. In discussing such cases the
focus is upon sands with type II stress-strain behavior, since with type
I there generally is a narrow margin between experiencing very little
permanent deformation and suffering a flow failure.

There are several different reasons why an element of soil might
experience permanent deformation during a cyclic loading (Figure
3-10).

• An attempt is made to apply a cyclic stress that, together with
the sustained static stress, is greater than the maximum shear resistance
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FIGURE 3-10 Three different types ofloading that can cause permanent deformations:
(a) attempted application of a combined static and cyclic stress that is equal to or greater
than the maximum resistance; (b) application of a constant level of combined static and
cyclic stress that is less than the maximum resistance; (c) an increasing level of combined
cyclic and static stress due to load transference from other portions of the soil mass
that may have decreased in stiffness.

of the soil. When the combined stress reaches the maximum resistance,
plast,ic flow begins to occur. If the soil is transmitting stress to a mass
that can move together, as soil within an infinite slope, the amount of
plastic deformation will be determined by the interval of time over
which the excessive stress acts. The method of analysis proposed by
Newmark (1965) is aimed at evaluating the amount of such displace
ment. If the element of soil is surrounded by other soil that is not
being stressed to the maximum resistance, the permanent deformation
of the element will be determined by the deformation of the surrounding
soil.

• The combined static plus cyclic stress remains less than the
m~ximum resistance. Permanent deformation accumulates gradually
as a result of the rearrangement of soil particles.

• The sustained static stress acting upon the element increases as a
result of the cyclic loading because additional stress has been trans
ferred to the element from other portions of the soil mass that have
decreased in stiffness.

All three actions may be occurring together and are potentially
important, but the second action is of the most interest to this
discussion.

The deformation of an element of soil may be either in the form of
"uniform" distortion or it may be concentrated on slip lines. Schofield
(1981) has used the diagram in Figure 3-11 in discussing this point. In
this diagram the curve OABC represents the limits to the stress that
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FIGURE 3-11 . Diagram indicating combinations of shear and normal stress causing
different deformation conditions for a soil at a given void ratio.

can be sustained in a stable manner by a soil at a particular void ratio.
If the stresses remain in the sector OBC, then the deformations will
be "uniform." However, if the stresses fall within the area OABO,
then deformations will tend to concentrate in narrow zones.

The rate of increase of permanent deformation caused by an
undrained cyclic loading may increase as the stresses approach the
line OB in Figure 3-11. As long as the stresses remain safely below
this line, the permanent deformations are likely to be small (except at
very small effective stresses where the stiffness of the sand becomes.
small). Once the stress path during cyclic loading approaches this line,
deformations may begin to increase significantly and experimental
errors in laboratory tests simulating this condition may become a
problem. Resisting the cyclic shear requires a decrease in pore
pressure-that is, a dilatant action-and further movement of the soil
particles is required for this to happen.

The line OB represents a broad concept. There are several lines
variously referred to in the literature as the characteristic line (Luong
and Sidaner, 1981), phase transformation line (Ishihara et ai., 1975),
critical state line (Schofield and Wroth, 1968), and steady-state line
(Poulos, 1981). These various lines are not necessarily identical, but
certainly are related. Despite the ambiguity of this concept, it serves
as a framework for tying together basic concepts concerning defor
mations caused by cyclic loading.
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A Summary

If some of the soil within an earth mass has type I behavior, there
clearly is the potential for a catastrophic flow failure, and it is of great
value to know whether or not soil exists in this state. However, flow
failure can only occur if pore pressures and strains large enough to
trigger the failure are caused by undrained cyclic or monotonic loading.

In many practical problems the soil will have type II behavior. It
still is possible that there may be a flow failure, but only as a result
of deviations from undrained conditions, which may be difficult to
analyze. Even if the earth mass is safe from a flow failure, the
possibility of excessive deformations must be considered. The likeli
hood of having large permanent or cyclic deformations may be related
to how closely the characteristic line (or phase transformation, critical
statt?, or steady-state line) is approached during the loading.

Procedural Differences in Evaluation of Liquefaction
Effects

While there is general agreement on the principles described above,
there are differences in the extent to which different workers ascribe
failures to the different mechanisms. This influences the methods
proposed for evaluating these effects. These methods will be treated
in some detail in Chapter 4. The following discussion examines the
methods and differences in general terms.

Level Ground Case

In evaluating this problem, the primary goal is to identify the state for
reaching the (J" = 0 condition in the soil profile, thereby triggering the
development of liquefaction effects at the ground surface. Conse
quently, the dynamic shear stress induced in the soil is compared to
the shear stress (intensity and number of cycles) required to reach the
(J" = 0 condition. This resistance may be evaluated using in-situ
measurements, such as the standard penetration test (SPT) or the cone
penetration test (CPT) or cyclic-load laboratory tests upon undisturbed
samples of very high quality.

Flow Failures of Slopes and Foundations

Concerning the importance of the several mechanisms of failure, some
experts focus primarily upon failure under undrained conditions (mech
anism A), while others feel that flow failures can result from the
redistribution of pore water and localized volume changes. The methods
of analysis and evaluation of safety against flow failure are simplified
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if it is assumed that such failures occur under completely undrained
conditions. Methods for analyzing this situation are coming closer to
being reliable. However, given the state of knowledge today, a study
cannot exclude the possibility offailures occurring under circumstances
that depart from the undrained conditions.

Even for the undrained case there are procedural differences. It is,
in general, necessary to determine the following factors:

• The residual or steady-state strength of a soil, should a flow failure
be triggered.

• If there is a potential for a flow slide, the loading conditions
required to trigger the increases in pore water pressure that would
lead to progressive failure and flows.

• The best procedures for determining the permanent deformations
that will occur in saturated soils subjected to earthquake shaking if a
flow failure cannot develop.

To evaluate these effects, Seed (1984) determines the pore pressure
generation characteristics and triggering potential of soils using either
cyclic load tests on high-quality undisturbed samples or SPT data,
circumventing the problems associated with sample disturbance. He
then evaluates the residual strength of a liquefied soil on the basis of
in-situ SPT data and previous case histories, and investigates the
possibility of flow by stability computations. Preference is given to
SPT and field case data for the determination of residual strength on
the grounds that (1) the residual strength is extremely sensitive to
small changes in density that cannot be completely avoided in even
the best-quality undisturbed samples of sands (in the absence of
freezing); (2) effects, such as mechanism B, may play some role in the
determination of residual strengths in full-scale structures, but are not
necessarily reflected by the results of laboratory tests;* and (3)
laboratory test programs on a limited number of samples may not
provide representative data for soil properties over an extensive area
such as that covered by a major earth structure. Deformations in soils
not subject to flow failures are investigated by cyclic triaxial tests
using stress conditions representative of field loading conditions and
the strain-potential concept, or by Newmark-type deformation analysis.

On the other hand, Castro et al. (1982) and Poulos et al. (1985)
evaluate the undrained steady-state strength by means of static load
tests on high-quality undisturbed samples combined with a procedure

*Thus, in practical work. Seed's residual strength may differ from steady-state strength
for the in-situ void ratio.
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to correct the test results for the effects of changes in the volume of
the samples. The measured values of in-situ steady-state strength are
related to 6eld index tests, such as SPT or CPT, so that an assessment
can be made of the variability of strengths in the zone of interest.
Conventional slope stability analyses are then used to evaluate the
possibility of flow failure. Laboratory tests are used for the direct
determination of steady-state strengths because any correlation be
tween steady-state strengths and index tests are likely to be different
for different soils.

When the steady-state strengths are small enough so that a flow
type failure is possible, the cyclic loads required to trigger liquefaction
are determined by means of cyclic triaxial tests. In these tests an
attempt is made to properly represent the potential for the flow failure
by having the appropriate ratio of applied static shear stress to
undrained steady-state shear strength (which in this case is larger than
one). If the strength values are higher than the static shear stress, the
yield strength is determined using the results of cyclic tests. and
deformations are estimated by a Newmark-type analysis.

The major reason for these procedural differences is related to the
problem of taking into account the inevitable effects of sample dis
turbance on the properties of sandy soils, the variability of natural
deposits, and the ability of SPT values to reflect soil properties
appropriately. Seed (1984) plact:s greater emphasis on the properties
of soils indicated by previo"us case studies and their relationship to
SPT values, while Castro et al. (1982) and Poulos et al. (1985) place
greater emphasis on laboratory test procedures. In fact, however, both
groups use both types of procedures to some extent in their evaluations.

Permanent Deformations

Prediction of deformation in soils not subject to flow failures is a very
difficult and complex nonlinear problem, which is still far from being
resolved. Hence, various approximate methods exist, as discussed in
Chapter 4. There are significant procedural differences between these,
and the state of the art is such that only crude estimates of permanent
deformations are possible at this time.

Final Comments

The relative merits of these different approaches to the determination
of the liquefaction characteristics of soils are not likely to be resolved
by conducting laboratory test programs on small samples of soil.
Furthermore, theoretical calculations, while they may provide some
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useful insights, will not by themselves resolve the differences among
preferred approaches.

What is needed are observations on actual earth structures subjected
to earthquake shaking. Cases involving failure are especially instruc
tive, but instances in which strong shaking does not cause failure are
also valuable. Given the infrequent opportunities to obtain such data,
there is also an important role to be played by small-scale tests
conducted on centrifuges.



4
The State of the Art
In Analysis and Evaluation

This chapter assesses the current state of the art in the analysis and
evaluation of liquefaction at a specific site or within a small region.
The process of evaluation is indeed an art, requiring considerable
judgment and experience as well as testing and analysis. Enormous
advances have been made during the past two decades in understanding
liquefaction and in developing tools to help assess safety "against
liquefaction, but many aspects of the problem remain uncertain.

Evaluating the likelihood of liquefaction involves two parts:

• Liquefaction potential or liquefaction susceptibility-assessing the
chance that liquefaction will occur given earthquake ground shakings
of various intensities .

• Ground shaking hazard analysis-assessing the various intensities
of ground shaking that could occur or assigning a specific intensity
that is required as a basis for design.

The emphasis in this report is upon the first of these parts. However,
the importance of the second part is not to be dismissed. Indeed, many
engineers feel that the greatest difficulties in evaluating liquefaction
arise because unrealistically conservative ground motions are pre
scribed.

The following sections discuss various methods for analyzing and
evaluating liquefaction susceptibility, beginning with the methods that
require the least testing and analysis and proceeding to the more
complex.

Mapping Based upon Geological Criteria

The U.S. Geological Survey has recently been engaged in mapping
liquefaction susceptibility in several regions, primarily in California.
The procedure now being followed is based upon a methodology
developed by Youd and Perkins (1978). It has also been adapted and
applied by engineers employed or retained by several communities.

89
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Evaluations of liquefaction susceptibility based on the geology of a
region are distinguished from site-specific liquefaction evaluations in
terms of scope, objectives, and applications.

Regional studies of liquefaction susceptibility delineate areas where
liquefaction could occur given a sufficiently large earthquake. Such
regional studies are valued primarily by persons or agencies having
planning, regulatory, or emergency response functions. They are not
substitutes for site-specific evaluations of liquefaction hazards, but
they do indicate areas where site-specific evaluations may be desirable.

The initial step is to make a map showing superficial geologic deposits
according to one or more mappable properties that correlate with
liquefaction susceptibility. In the following example from southern
California, susceptibility to liquefaction generally decreases as the
geologic age of the alluvial fan and floodplain deposits increases, as
indicated by standard penetration test (SPT) studies performed in the
mapped deposits and by observations and follow-up studies of actual
occurrences of liquefaction during earthquakes. Among alluvial de
posits in the San Fernando Valley the following age distinctions are
made:

• Latest Holocene: 0-1,000 years
• Earlier Holocene: 1,000-10,000 years
• Late Pleistocene: 10,000-130,000 years

Identification of age is based chiefly on landform analyses, flood
inundations, radiocarbon analyses, relation of interfleuves to the
drainage network, and charactersitics of weathering profiles that
develop in the sediment or become preserved by burial beneath younger
sediments.

Latest Holocene deposits are most closely related to the natural
drainage network and typically have a history of inundation by floods.
Rates of deposition exceed rates of weathering, resulting in undevel
oped or minimally developed profiles. In contrast, areas of earlier
Holocene deposits present a more dissected landscape because they
no longer receive frequent increments of floodborne sediment. Pro
gressive weathering has resulted in thicker, better defined, distinctively
oxidized profiles containing small but appreciable amounts of trans
located silt and clay.

Late Pleistocene deposits typically have been tectonically deformed
in this continental margin regime, they are more dissected by streams
than earlier Holocene deposits, and weathering profiles contain con
spicuous amounts of iron oxyhydroxides, iron oxides, and translocated
and authigenic clay. Deposits older than late Pleistocene are assumed
to be not susceptible to liquefaction on the basis of experience during
actual earthquakes.
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TABLE 4-1 Considerations Used in Producing a Map of Liquefaction
Susceptibility in the San Fernando Valley

Depth to Groundwater (ft)

Age of Deposit 0-10 10-30 <30

Latest Holocene
Earlier Holocene
Late Pleistocene

high
moderate
low

low·
low
nil

nil
nil
nil

"Latest Holocene deposits in this basin generally are not more than IO-ft thick. Saturated deposits
in the 10- to 30-ft interval are earlier Holocene sediments.
SOURCE: Youd et al. (1978).

Stratigraphic distinctions using degrees ofpedogenesis or weathering
profile development in the Los Angeles area have been made in
accordance with principles discussed by Birkeland (1984), McFadden
(1982), and McFadden and Tinsley (1982). Rates of weathering and
pedogenesis may proceed elsewhere at different rates owing to climate,
vegetation, parent materials, and topographic position. Other basins
outside of southern California may contain sediments with different
physical properties or geologic histories, and criteria for assigning
geologic age, thickness, or other mapping criteria may need modifi
cation to distinguish degrees of liquefaction susceptibility (Anderson
et aI., 1982). Hence, caution is required if the criteria are transferred
to other areas.

The next step is to develop a map giving the depth to groundwater.
Such information is assembled using data from wells and other sources,
and interpolated and extrapolated by studying general patterns of
groundwater flow. In doing so, it is necessary to take into account
seasonal variations and to select some standardized basis for con
structing the map.

The geologic map and the groundwater map are then superimposed
to produce a map of liquefaction susceptibility, using considerations
of deposit thickness and criteria such as those presented in Table 4-1.
An example of a liquefaction susceptibility map produced in this way
appears in Figure 4-1. Provided susceptible materials are present, a
rough interpretation of "high" susceptibility is that liquefaction will
occur as a result of ground motion with 0.2 g and 10 equivalent cycles
(M = 6.5).* "Moderate" susceptibility implies liquefaction by 0.5 g
and 30 equivalent cycles (M = 8). Liquefaction might also occur, of
course, with other equivalent combinations or accelerations and num
bers of cycles. By introducing results from a ground motion hazard

*Magnitude is defined loosely in this report. Generally it is either surface wave magnitude
(Ms) or Richter magnitude (ML ), whichever is greater.
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Explanat ion:

H - High
M - Moderate
L - Low

VL - Very Low

FIGURE 4-1 Zonation map for the San Fernando Valley showing probable susceptibility
to liquefaction. Source: Youd et al. (1978).

analysis, "high" and "moderate" can be converted to rough estimates
for the average recurrence interval for liquefaction.

In the approach developed above, analysis using measured penetra
tion resistance in deposits of various ages have been used to "calibrate"
and confirm the rankings and ratings of liquefaction susceptibility.
Such studies provide an improved evaluation of susceptibility at the
specific locations where penetration resistance has been measured,
but inevitably such sites are too sparsely distributed to permit a direct
mapping of susceptibility of heterogeneous sediments on a regional
scale. These studies also can potentially provide information leading
to more quantitative statements concerning the probability of lique
faction within a. geologically defined deposit. (However, because the
data bases are so sparse there has been a reluctance to pursue the
probabilistic approach more deeply.) These geologic techniques provide
a stratigraphic basis for recognition of areas where susceptible material
may occur, but they are neither a substitute for site-specific evaluations
of liquefaction potential nor a basis for design.

Liquefaction susceptibility maps have been or are being developed,
for several regions:

• San Francisco Bay area (Roth and Kavazanjian, 1984; Kavazanjian
et aI., 1985)

• San Fernando Valley (Youd et aI., 1978)
• Los Angeles Basin (Tinsley et aI., 1985)
• Riverside area (Carson and Matti, 1982)
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• San Diego (Power et aI., 1982; Idriss et ai., 1982)
• Salt Lake City area (Anderson et aI., 1982)
• Memphis, Tennessee (Sharma and Kovacs, 1982)
• San Mateo County, California (Youd and Perkin"s, 1985)

Inevitably, it has been necessary to adapt this basic approach in light
of local geologic conditions, the availability of maps, data concerning
depth to the water table, and seismic characteristics of each region.

An alternative approach to the problem of regional evaluation of
liquefaction, for example, has been employed by Anderson et aI. (1982)
along the Wasatch Front, Utah. They evaluated liquefaction potential
from existing subsurface data and from supplementary subsurface
investigations performed during their study. Liquefaction potential
was classified as high, moderate, low, and very low depending on the
probability that a critical acceleration will be exceeded in 100 years.
The critical acceleration for a given location is defined as the lowest
value of the maximum ground surface acceleration required to induce
liquefaction, estimated according to the methodology of Seed and
Idriss (1982).

The categories of high, moderate, low, and very low correspond to
probabilities of exceeding the critical acceleration in the ranges of
greater than 50 percent, 10 to 50 percent, 5 to less than 10 percent,
and less than 5 percent, respectively.· Among the virtues in this
approach are (1) the results are cast overtly in probabilistic terms, and
(2) levels of risk can be identified chiefly on geographic groupings of
critical acceleration values wifhin a sedimentary basin in which mapped
geologic units do not conform to clearly identifiable levels of liquefac
tion potential.

Simple Geotechnical Criteria

The simplest and crudest criteria to use for evaluating liquefaction
susceptibility at a given site are the grain size characteristics of the
soils (Figure 2-19). The lower boundary on particle size reflects the
influence of fines in decreasing the tendency of soils to densify during
cyclic loading. Plastic fines make it more difficult for sand particles to
come free of each other and seek denser arrangements. However,
nonplastic fines may not have as much of this restraining effect (see
Figure 4-2).

The upper boundaries are associated with the more permeable nature
of coarser soils, meaning that at least partial dissipation can occur
even during earthquake shaking. These upper boundary curves must
be used with care, however, because the rate at which excess pore
pressures can dissipate is very much affected by the extent of the soil
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FIGURE 4-2 Ranges ofgrain sizes for tailings slimes with low resistance to liquefaction.
Source: Ishihara (1985).

deposit, the presence of strata with lower permeabilities, and other
factors. This matter has been examined in a preliminary way by Seed
et al. (1976), who show that grain size can have a major effect upon
dissipation of pore pressures for coarse sands with D zo > 0.6 mm.
They conclude that it is unlikely that soils \yith D zo > 0.7 mm would
ever develop a condition of initial liquefaction, provided there are no
overlying or intervening layers of low permeability to inhibit drainage.

Empirical Correlations Using In-Situ Evaluation of
Resistance

Since the Niigata earthquake, considerable field experience with
liquefaction during actual earthquakes has been obtained and inter
preted. This mass of data forms a basis for establishing empirical
correlations relating the occurrence or nonoccurrence of liquefaction
to the intensity of ground shaking and the principal characteristics of

. cohesionless soils.

Correlations Based on Standard Penetration Resistance

Figure 4-3 shows information applying to sites with clean sands and
earthquakes with a magnitude of about 7.5. Each point corresponds
usually to one boring record during some particular earthquake. The
intensity of ground motion at the site is represented by the vertical
ordinate Taja' 0' where Tav is the average peak shear stress and a' 0 is
the initial vertical effective stress. Taja' 0 is computed from the peak
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surface acceleration by a simple equation that accounts approximately
for the relative importance of the many different acceleration peaks in
a typical ground motion record (Seed and ldriss, 1971):

(Eq.4-1)

where amax is the maximum acceleration at ground surface, U o equals
the total overburden stress at depth under consideration, u' 0 is the
effective overburden stress at this same depth, and rd equals a stress
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reduction factor that decreases from a value of 1 at the ground surface
to a value of 0.9 at a depth of 35 ft.

The resistance of the soil is represented by the horizontal abscissa
(N.)60' which is the blow count in the standard penetration test (SPT),
corrected (as discussed later) for the depth of overburden and for
certain details in the performance of the test. Both 'raja' 0 and (N.)60
are evaluated at the depth in the particular deposit most critical from
the standpoint of liquefaction.

The curve drawn in Figure 4-3 is intended to divide zones corre
sponding to liquefaction and nonliquefaction. A new site would be
evaluated by plotting a point corresponding to the blow count for the
site and to the design earthquake ground motion. If the point plots on
or above the curve, the site would be judged susceptible to liquefaction.
If the point plots below the curve with an adequate margin of safety,
the site is judged to be safe.

There is no general agreement on the appropriate margin of safety,
primarily because the degree of conservatism thought desirable at this
point depends upon the extent of the conservatism already introduced
in assigning the design earthquake. If the design earthquake ground
motion is regarded as reasonable, a safety factor of 1.33 or 1.35 on
Tja'o is suggested as adequate. However, when the design ground
motion is excessively conservative, engineers are content with a safety
factor only slightly in excess of unity.

The important effect of the duration of the ground shaking can be
taken into account by a correction related to the magnitude of the
earthquake. Statistical studies (Seed et aI., 1975c) show that the
number of cycles representative of different magnitude earthquakes is
typically as in Table 4-2. Using a representative shape for the rela
tionship between cyclic stress ratio and the number of cycles required
to cause liquefaction, a factor with which to correct the ordinates of

TABLE 4-2 Representative Number of Cycles and
Corresponding Correction Factors

Earthquake
Magnitude (M)

8.5

7.5

6.75

6.0

5.25

Number of Representative
Cycles at 0.65 ormax

26

15

10

5-6

2-3

Factor to Correct
Abscissa of Curve
in Figure 4-3

0.89

1.0

1.13

1.32

1.5

SOURCE: After Seed and Idriss (1982).
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Figure 4-3 can be deduced. These correction factors are also listed in
the table. Using these factors leads to a family of curves such as those
in Figure 4-4.*

The form of the plot in Figure 4-3 is well-grounded in theory.
Laboratory tests and theoretical analyses have shown the general
appropriateness of the ratio Tajrr' 0 as a measure of resistance to
liquefaction. Use of this ratio means that the depth of the water table

*Note that the curves for M = 7V2 are somewhat different in Figures 4-3. 4-7. and 4-4.
since the curves were based on different data sets. Figure 4-4 is included for illustrative
purposes only; use of Figure 4-3 plus Table 4-2 represents the most up-to-date practice.
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•.

is automatically taken into account. The penetration resistance reflects
various factors (e.g., relative density and horizontal effective stress)
known from laboratory tests to affect susceptibility to liquefaction.
This figure is the latest in a gradually evolving lineage of such curves
(Seed and Idriss, 1971; Seed and Peacock, 1971; Whitman, 1971;
Castro, 1975; Seed et aI., 1975a; Seed, 1976; Seed, 1979a; Seed et aI.,
1983; Tokimatsu and Yoshimi, 1983; Seed et aI., 1984) that have
improved as more data have become available and as the interpretations
of the data have been refined. Many eminent engineers regard use of
plots such as Figure 4-3 as the best method available for assessing
liquefaction susceptibility. This practice avoids the difficult problems
and questions concerning undisturbed testing and sampling and makes
the most direct use of actual experience during earthquakes.

Nonetheless, there are additional factors that must be considered.

Corrections to Blow Count
It has been apparent that the standard penetration test has not been
standardized. There are important differences between the procedures
used in different countries, and there can be significant differences in
the practice followed within a country. It is important to understand
and correct for these differences when preparing data such as that in
Figure 4-3, and such understanding is vital when applying such results
to evaluation of a new site. There are several aspects of the problem
to consider: for example, the manner in which energy is delivered to
the drill rod, the length of the drill rod, the effect of th.e type of
sampling tube, the effective stress present at the depth where the blow
count is being evaluated, and the drilling fluid (DeMello, 1971; Schmert
mann and Palacios, 1979; Kovacs and Salomone, 1982; Kovacs et aI.,
1984).

The manner of delivering energy to the drill rod is especially
important. Table 4-3 summarizes results from studies into the fraction
of theoretical energy actually reaching the rod when using different
hammer types and hammer release mechanisms. Most of the above
difficulties can be eliminated by standardizing the test procedures, as
recommended by Kovacs et ai. (1983, 1984) and Seed et ai. (1984), or
by correcting results to this standardized procedure. This involves
using the standard conditions shown in Table 4-4 and correcting results
to an energy ratio of 60 percent and an effective overburden pressure
of 1 ton/ft2 •

Figure 4-5 is a chart used to correct the observed blow count to that
value, (N\), which would be measured at an effective overburden
stress of 1 ton/ft2• Thus the combined correction is:

(Eq. 4-2)
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TABLE 4-3 Summary of Energy Ratios for SPT Procedures

Correction Factor
Hammer Estimated Rod for 60 Percent

Country Type Hammer Release Energy (Percent) Rod Energy

Japana Donut Free-fall 78 78/60 = 1.30
Donut Rope and pulley 67 67/60 = 1.12

with special
throw release

United Safety Rope and pulley 60 60/60 = 1.00
States Donutb Rope and pulley 45 45/60 = 0.75

Argentina Donut Rope and pulley 45 45/60 = 0.75

China Donut Free-falle 60 60/60 = 1.00
Donut Rope and pulley 50 50/60 = 0.83

aJapanese SFT results have additional corrections for borehole diameter and frequency effects.
bPrevalent method in the United Slates today"
epilcon-type hammers develop an energy ratio of about 60 percent.
SOURCE: Seed et al. (1984).

TABLE 4-4 Recommended SPT Procedure for Use in Liquefaction
Correlations

Factor Recommended Procedure

Borehole

Drill bit

Sampler

Drill rods

Energy delivered
to sampler (rod energy)

Blowcount rate

Penetration resistance
count

SOURCE: Seed et al. (1984).

Four-to five-in.-diameter rotary borehole with ben
tonite drilling mud for borehole stability

Upward deflection of drilling mud (tricone of baffled
drag bit)

O.D. = 2.00 in.
J.D. = 1.38 in., constant (i.e., no room for liners
in barrel)

AW for depths less than 50 ft; N, BW, or NW for
greater depths

2,520 in,-lb (60 percent of theoretical maximum)

Thirty to forty blows per minute

Measures over range of 6 to 18 in, of penetration
into the ground

where N m is the measured blow count and ERm the corresponding
energy ratio in percent. Both corrections were made to all observed
blow counts in Figure 4-3. Other corrections were also applied in some
instances.

With respect to the overburden correction factor eN, it has been
pointed out by Liao and Whitman (1985) that discrepancies exist with
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FIGURE 4-5 Charts for values of overburden correcting factor CN • Source: Seed et
aI. (1984) based on data and analyses from Marcuson and Bieganousky (1977).

correction factors used in the past compared to what is the current
state of practice, as represented by Figure 4-5. To some degree, this
is a standardization problem in terms of SPT interpretation. As a
simple useful approximation to the curves in Figure 4-5, Liao and
Whitman suggest the following formula:

(Eq. 4-3)
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where 0"0 is in tons/ft2 or kg/cm? They also suggest a more generalized
formula of the form:

eN = {(O"o)re/O"o}k (Eq.4-4)

where (0" o)re/ is a reference stress (nominally 1 ton/ft2
) and k would be

a value that depends on soil grain size, stress history, alld other
factors. However, more experimental measurements are needed to
define k accurately.

The use of these procedures eliminates much of the uncertainty
connected with nonstandardization of the SPT procedure.

Uncertainty in Interpretation of Correlation
There are several difficulties in the compilation and interpretation of
field experiences. For example, the actual peak ground acceleration is
not as well known in some cases as in others; the depth of the water
table is not always accurate; and some of the data are from borings

. performed after the earthquake. There is also the question of how to
choose the representative blow count for a boring (e.g., smallest value
or average of three smallest). Indeed, there is some problem of deciding
just which case study records are documented "well enough" to be
included. Consequently, the data sets assembled by different engineers
and researchers differ somewhat.

Finally, some judgment is involved in deciding where to draw the
boundary curve separating liquefaction from nonliquefaction. Exami
nation of Figure 4-3 shows that some points corresponding to lique
faction lie below the curve while some representing nonliquefaction
lie above. Even more "misclassified" points appear in a data set
compiled recently at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Liao,
1985) after an exhaustive and careful review of published catalogs,
although the import of the results is not significantly different from
that indicated in Figure 4-3.

There have been various attempts to use statistical techniques to
aid in choosing the most proper location for the boundary curve
(Christian and Swiger, 1975; Yegian and Whitman, 1978; Yegian and
Vitelli, 1981a). One effort is under way at MIT (Liao, 1985) using
sophisticated techniques developed in connection with other types of
engineering and scientific problems. The particular class of methods
selected for this purpose is called dichotomous regression (Cox, 1970;
McFadden, 1974) and provides an estimate for the probability of
liquefaction given a value for TajO" 0 and (N1)6/J' A result from this
analysis is given in Figure 4-6.

Effect of Fines
Thus far the discussion has focused on clean sands free of gravel and
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with fines composing less than 5 percent of the soil. Deviations from
these conditions require special treatment.

Figure 4-7 presents results from field observations of liquefaction or
nonliquefaction involving silty sands with a content of fines greater
than 5 percent. The number alongside each data point is the actual
fines content. The curve labelled ":,;;;5 percent fines" is the same curve
as on Figure 4-3. Clearly there are a number of instances of nonlique
faction that lie above this curve. The curves for 15 percent and 35
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percent fines drawn on Figure 4-7 represent the judgment of Seed et
al. (1984). However, preliminary analysis using regression methods
(Liao, 1985) confirms that there is a statistically significant effect of
fines.

It is clear that ignoring the presence of fines can be conservative,
and that the fines content should be noted in evaluating the liquefaction
susceptibility of a deposit. However, it still is not possible to evaluate
the likelihood of liquefaction of a silty sand with the same confidence
as for a clean sand.
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Gravel
Soils containing gravel have been observed to liquefy during earth
quakes. However, it is not possible to evaluate the liquefaction
susceptibility of such soils using the SPT; the presence of a small
quantity of gravel can increase greatly the penetration resistance
without having much influence upon the susceptibility to liquefaction.

This problem is undergoing study at the University of California at
Berkeley. Part of the research is devoted to understanding when and
how much gravel affects susceptibility. Another approach is to develop
an alternate form of in-situ test, such as driving a larger sampling
spoon, for which penetration resistance might be less sensitive to small
amounts of gravel.

A Final Comment
From the general success of the correlation with SPT blow count, it
would appear that penetration resistance is sensitive to the same factors
(e.g., relative density, ratio of horizontal to vertical stress, and
overconsolidation ratio) that affect resistance to liquefaction. Attempts
to demonstrate this hypothesis by means of penetration tests under
carefully controlled conditions in laboratory test tanks have generally
been successful. There are exceptions, however. For example, Baldi
et at (1985) have found that blow count and cone penetration resistance
are influenced only to a limited extent by past strain history, whereas
resistance to liquefaction is affected by this factor. Nevertheless, the
overall results of these studies have been encouraging.

Ishihara (1985) summarizes various studies in Japan of the correlation
between penetration resistance and liquefaction resistance, as shown
in Figure 4-8. (Neither axis in this figure is exactly the same as in
Figure 4-3.) The curves from the Japanese code of bridge design and
from Kokusho et al. (1983) are based on the correlations between
resistance upon "undisturbed" samples as measured in the laboratory
and in-situ penetration resistance. These tests have been useful in
confirming the influence of fines upon the relationship of penetration
and liquefaction resistance. Other sets of studies have related experi
ences during actual earthquakes to penetration resistance. The curve
from Tokimatsu and Yoshimi, derived from field experience, has been
confirmed by laboratory tests on in-situ frozen samples for an Nt value
of about 30 determined with a free-fall donut hammer.

Other In-Situ Methods

Cone Penetration Resistance
A cone penetrometer has a sharpened point that is pushed into the
ground at a steady rate. Many engineers feel that a cone penetration
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FIGURE 4-8 Summary chart for evaluating the cyclic strength based on the normalized
SPT N-value. Source: Ishihara (1985).

test (CPT) provides a more consistent evaluation of the strength and
stiffness of soils than does the SPT, and hence there is considerable
interest in using the device to evaluate liquefaction susceptibility.

Cone penetration resistance has been measured at few sites where
the occurrence or nonoccurrence of liquefaction during actual earth-



106 LIQUEFACTION OF SOILS DURING EARTHQUAKES

quakes has been documented. Consequently, it is not possible directly
to develop charts such as those constructed using standard penetration
resistance. The usual approach is to use a correlation between cone
resistance and blow count N, and then enter charts such as those in
Figures 4-3 and 4-7. Alternatively, one may use the correlation to
correct the horizontal axis of such charts to penetration resistance.

There have been a number of discussions about the correlation
between cone resistance and SPT blow count (Douglas et aI., 1981;
Seed and Idriss, 1982; Robertson et aI., 1983; Kovacs et aI., 1984;
Baldi et aI., 1985; Robertson and Campanella, 1985). Figure 4-9
indicates that the ratio of cone resistance to blow count increases with
increasing mean grain diameter. As shown in Figure 4-10, there can
be considerable scatter in the correlation even for a limited range of
grain sizes. Seed et al. (1983) propose using:

IN = {4 to 5 for clean sands (E 4 5)
qcl I 3.5t04.5fors~ltysands q. -

where qcl and N 1 are values of cone resistance and blow count,
respectively, corrected to an overburden stress of 1 ton/ft2• The
correction of qc for overburden stress is sometimes forgotten. When
it is included, usually the same correction factor (Figure 4-5) is used
for both quantities, although Baldi et al. (1985) indicate that somewhat
different corrections are appropriate. These authors also suggest the
possible importance of the fines content in a soil.

With this somewhat convoluted procedure, which involved intro
ducing additional uncertainty in the correlation between cone resistance
and blow count, some or even all of the advantages of using the CPT
may be lost. Figure 4-11 indicates the range of boundary curves
separating liquefaction and no liquefaction, starting from Figure 4-3
and then applying different proposed correlations between qc and N.
In addition, the CPT by itself does not provide samples of soil for
visual inspection or grain size analysis.

There are important potential advantages, however, to the use of
the cone. Because it provides a continuous record of penetration
resistance, it makes possible a more thorough interpretation of a soil
profile. For example, Figure 4-12 compares the continuous profile of
liquefaction resistance obtained from a CPT with values deduced from
SPT and laboratory tests. Thus, it is a more sensitive device for
locating pockets or thin strata of loose sand within a generally denser
but heterogeneous deposit. The greater sensitivity of the CPT can
provide better control over field methods for improving the resistance
of a soil to liquefaction.

The CPT technology is rapidly improving. The introduction of the
electric cone has also allowed the addition of pore pressure measure-
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ments during penetration, which aid in the interpretation of the soil
profile. The procedure and equipment of the quasi-static electric cone
penetration test are easily standardized (American Society for Testing
Materials, 1984). Much of the CPT carried out in various parts of the
world is performed according to European and American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM) standards; thus, results are independent
of operator variability. Therefore, data can be collected and compared
with confidence to improve and upgrade existing design correlations.

Recently the Japanese Public Works Research Institute has intro
duced a cone with an internal vibrator; comparing resistance in adjacent
borings with and without vibration apparently aids in detecting soils
susceptible to liquefaction. Additional developments of this type can
be expected. As more CPT results are obtained from sites of actual
field experiences, the CPT will likely play an increasing role in site
evaluations.

Electrical Measurements
Arulanandan (1977) and Arulmoli et al. (1985) have developed tech
niques for measuring the resistivity and capacitance of soil in situ,
showing that these characteristics can be correlated to liquefaction
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FIGURE 4-12 Comparison of predicted cyclic stress ratio from SPT, CPT, and
laboratory testing at McDonald's farm site, Vancouver, B.C. Source: Robertson and
Campanella (1985).

resistance as measured by cyclic load tests in the laboratory. Inves
tigations have been made at several sites where liquefaction has
occurred during earthquakes. More effort will be required to demon
strate that this tool is superior to the penetration methods now in use.

Shear Wave Velocity Measurements
Over the past 15 years, significant advances have been made in
measuring shear wave velocities in the field. Accurate and detailed
profiles can be determined with both the crosshole and downhole
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seismic methods (Stokoe and Hoar, 1978; Woods, 1978). Shear wave
velocity, V" is influenced' by many of the variables that influence
liquefaction, such as density, confinement, stress history, and geologic
age. Thus, Vs has promise as a field index in evaluating liquefaction
susceptibility. However, few data are available for correlating the
occurrence of liquefaction with Vs ' One such correlation for recent
earthquakes in Imperial Valley, California, is shown in Figure 4-13.
Vs also is the major in-situ parameter in the threshold strain approach
discussed later and provides an alternative to relying on direct corre
lation.

Use of this approach requires evaluation of shear wave velocity,
which in soil can be measured in situ with considerable accuracy and
confidence (Woods, 1978). Crosshole and downhole methods can be
relatively expensive. A newly developed method employing surface
waves (Stokoe and Nazarian, 1985) overcomes the expense and drilling
difficulties associated with the crosshole and downhole methods.

A new device combines a piezometer cone with a set of miniature
seismometers built into the cone (Campanella and Robertson, 1984).
The piezometer cone measurements are used to log the stratigraphy
during penetration, and downhole seismic technique is performed
during pauses in the penetration to provide a profile of the in-situ wave
velocity. A set of such measurements is shown in Figure 4-14 together
with values of Vs from the crosshole measurements.

One of the potential advantages of seismic methods is that they can
be performed on hard-to-sample soils such as gravels. Another advan
tage is that seismic testing evaluates a fundamental soil property, i.e.,
the shear modulus in the initial portion of the stress-strain curve.
However, the use of seismic velocity as an index test for liquefaction
resistance is not yet a proven technique.

Influence of Overlying Liquefaction-Resistant Stratum

It has been presumed that the effects of a liquefaction at some depth
within a soil profile will become manifest at ground surface, at least
in the form of sand boils. However, the presence of a nonliquefiable
surface layer may prevent the observable effects of an at-depth
liquefaction from reaching the surface. This can occur when the surface
layer is thick enough to resist upward pressure and the liquefying
stratum is thin enough to provide only a limited reservoir of water.

Ishihara (1985) has assembled several case histories that give guid
ance on this matter. Figure 4-15 collects data from sites in Japan where
there was a buried stratum of loose sand with blow counts less than
io. There was no evidence of liquefaction when the nonliquefiab1e
surface layer had a thickness greater than 3 m. If the thickness of the
underlying liquefiable stratum was less 'than 3 m, an even thinner
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field and parametric studies, Imperial Valley, California, M = 5.5 to 6.5. Source:
Bierschwale and Stokoe (1984).

surface layer apparently masked any actual liquefaction. Based upon
this and other experiences, Ishihara has suggested that the chart in
Figure 4-16 may be used for sites having a buried liquefiable layer with
N< 10.

(Eq.4-6)

Use of Threshold Strain

Laboratory tests (Chapter 2) show there is a level of cyclic shear strain
below which straining does not cause a buildup of excess pore
pressures. Thus, if it can be shown that the cyclic strains in a particular
soil as a result of an earthquake do not exceed this threshold strain,
liquefaction cannot occur during that earthquake. This provides a
conservative evaluation, since liquefaction may not occur even if the
strains do exceed the threshold.

The peak strain caused by an earthquake ground motion may be
estimated with considerable accuracy using the equation:

T (a/g)O'ord
'Y=-=

G G
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where 'Y equals strain,:r equals peak stress, G equals shear modulus,
a equals peak acceleration at ground surface, g equals the acceleration
of gravity, (J"0 equals the total vertical stress at the depth of interest,
and rd is a stress reduction factor, which for this purpose has values
between 0.92 and 1.0. Assuming that the mass density of the soil is
approximately constant with depth, Eq. 4-6 can be rewritten as:

'Y =. a zrd (Eq.4-7)
(G/GmwJyV/

where z equals depth, (G/GmwJ-y is a modulus reduction factor for
strain, and Vs equals shear wave velocity. (G/Gma:J-y is itself a function
of strain, so that iteration is necessary to solve Eq. 4-7. However, it
often is reasonable to use (G/GmwJ-y = 0.8. Combining this with an
average value for rd leads to:

'Y = 1.2 a z/V/ (Eq. 4-8)

Hence, by measuring the shear wave velocity as a function of depth,
'Y can be evaluated as a function of depth. If'Y thus computed for any
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depth in a cohesionless deposit is less than the threshold strain (typically
0.0001, or 0.01 percent), then there is safety against liquefaction.

Dobry et al. (l981a) have assembled data for wave velocities in
various saturated cohesionless soils and have found a clear trend for
this velocity to increase with the geologic age of the deposit (Table
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4-5). Since increasing velocity means smaller cyclic strain for a given
peak surface acceleration, this trend is consistent with the geologic
evidence concerning liquefaction susceptibility.

It is also possible to tum the foregoing equations around to evaluate
the acceleration corresponding to the threshold strain. Using Eq. 4-7,
Dobry et aI. (198Ia) have prepared charts giving the threshold peak
surface acceleration as a function of shear wave velocity for different
depths and for different values of threshold strain. Several examples
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TABLE 4-5 Typical Ranges of Vs in Saturated Sands

115

Material

Very recent noncompacted sands

Other Holocene sands « 10,000 years)

Pleistocene sands (> 10,000 years)

SOURCE: Dobry (1985).

v,
300 to 700 fps

500 to 1,000 fps

600 to 1,400 fps

appear in Figures 4-17 and 4-18. It may be seen that the threshold
accelerations are in general accord with experience.

The method outlined here provides an alternative to reliance upon
penetr,ation resistance for evaluation of liquefaction susceptibility,
especially for sands containing gravel. It must be remembered, how
ever, that in the form described here it is a conservative evaluation.
The use of cyclic strain as a controlling variable can be extended
beyond the threshold strain to predict pore pressure buildup to the (J"'

= 0 condition. This extension is described subsequently.

Instability at Constant Volume

As discussed earlier, instability can occur under constant volume (i.e.,
undrained) conditions only when the static shear stress that the soil
must sustain exceeds the undrained steady-state strength. Then it is
possible that a superimposed cyclic load may cause the available
resistance to fall below the static stress. There are two key questions
to be answered in analyzing a specific situation for the possibility of
an undrained instability:

1. Does the soil have the type of stress-strain curve exhibited in
Figure 3-3a, i.e., does the static shear stress exceed the undrained
steady-state shear strength?

2. What combinations of cyclic stress amplitude and number of
cycles of stresses will carry the soil "past the peak"?

Identification of Contractive Sands

A sand with the type of stress-strain curve in Figure 3-3a during
undrained loading requires that the undrained steady-state strength
(Sus) be lower than the drained strength; otherwise the static shear
stress could not exceed Sus' Thus the sand must be contractive, i.e.,
it tends to decrease in volume when sheared. Whether or not a sand
is contractive is determined by its void ratio and the minor principal
effective stress applied to the sand.

The steady-state line relates the void ratio and minor principal
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effective stress during steady-state deformation; i.e., at constant shear
stress and constant void ratio (Figure 4-19). The position of this curve
depends only upon the grain size distribution and grain shape; it is not
influenced by initial void ratio or the initial arrangement ofthe particles.

If a point representing the in-situ void ratio and the initial in-situ
minor principal effective stress falls below the steady-state curve, the
soil will be dilative, and its undrained strength would exceed its drained
strength. Thus, a constant volume instability is not possible. If a point
plots above the steady-state line, the undrained steady-state strength
will be lower than the drained strength. Thus, it is possible for the
static shear stress to exceed Sus' This implies a potentially unstable
situation.

Figures 4-20 through 4-22 show steady-state lines for various soils,
separated in groups based 'on grain angularity. The more rounded sands
have flatter lines than sands with angular grains. The position of the
line is sensitive to gradation, but the slope is primarily a function of
grain angularity.

Evaluating Steady-State Undrained Strength

If the soil appears contractive based on blow counts or other index
tests, then it becomes necessary to evaluate the undrained steady
state strength Sus for the soil in its in-situ condition. The strength Sus
is sensitive to void ratio and thus to changes in density because of
sampling, handling, and consolidation in the laboratory. A correction
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must be applied to strengths measured directly upon "undisturbed
samples." Poulos et al. (1985) recommend the following procedure.

Step 1 Determine the in-situ void ratio. The in-situ void ratio must
be determined for the specimens that are later used to determine their
undrained steady-state strength. The best procedures are fixed piston
sampling, freezing of the ground and coring, and sampling in test pits.
The goals of a successful sampling procedure are to minimize volume
changes and to allow measurements of the volume changes that do
take place. If fixed piston sampling is used, the difference between
the volume of sand sampled and the volume that is recovered is
accurately measured. The difference is assumed to be caused by a
change in volume during sampling unless a large difference occurs
because of the samples sliding in the tube, rendering the sample useless.

Step 2 It is not possible to determine directly a correlation (steady
state line [SSLD between void ratio and steady-state strength for the
undisturbed specimens. However, the steady-state line for the remolded
specimens is parallel but not identical to the line for the undisturbed
specimens because the slope of the SSL is a function of angularity
that is the same for remolded and undisturbed specimens, and position
is a function of gradation that is slightly different for remolded and
undisturbed specimens because of the ever-present stratification of
natural deposits.

Step 3 Determine undrained steady-state strengths using the "un
disturbed" specimens by means of consolidated undrained triaxial
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tests, preferably using consolidation pressures that render the samples
contractive.

Step 4 Correct the measured Sus to the in-situ void ratio using the
procedure sketched in Figure 4-23. The strength measured at point A
is corrected by drawing a curve parallel to the steady-state strength
line obtained in Step 2, intersecting the in-situ void ratio, at point B.
This point defines the in-situ Sus'

A final step is to compare this Sus with the static shear stresses 'I'd

required for equilibrium, as determined from a static stability analysis.
If 'I'd > SuS' then there is the potential for an undrained stability failure.

Because the curve of Sus versus void ratio typically is flat, uncertainty
as to the actual in-situ void ratio has a large effect upon SUS' This is
illustrated in Figure 4-24; an uncertainty of 3 pcf in density corresponds
to a six- to sevenfold uncertainty in Sus! Thus, success in determining
in-situ steady-state strength is dependent upon the accuracy with which
in-situ void ratio or density can be measure~. In addition to previously
mentioned methods for evaluating in-situ density, use of a nuclear
density meter or of electrical resistivity/capacitance is often urged.
Several correlations have recently been developed to relate CPT data
to soil dilatancy and thus directly to steady-state concepts (Been et
aI., 1985; Robertson, 1985). If it can be shown that these techniques
can reliably measure in-situ density to within 1 pcf, it would be of
great benefit to liquefaction analysis.

Conditions to Cause Undrained Failure

If it is found that Sus is less than the static stress required for equilibrium,
it does not mean that failure will always occur during an earthquake.
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The earthquake must be stro~g enough to "push the soil over the
peak" of the undrained stress-strain curve.

The magnitude and duration of the disturbance needed to cause
liquefaction in a liquefiable mass is dependent on three principal factors
(Poulos et aI., 1985): (1) the ratio ofthe undrained steady-state strength
to the driving shear stress (the lower the factor of safety against
liquefaction, the smaller the disturbance needed to cause liquefaction),
(2) the strain required to reach the peak undrained strength at the in
situ void ratio, and (3) the rate at which the peak undrained strength
is lost with continued strain. These factors depend on the shape of the
stress-strain curve in situ. Thus, the soil type, the initial soil structure,
and the driving shear stresses all affect the intensity and duration of
the disturbance needed to trigger liquefaction.

Three hypothetical stress-strain curves shown in Figure 4-25 illustrate
the second and third of the above factors. In all three cases, TjSus is
0.25, i.e., much less than 1.0. The soil masses represented by these
stress-strain curves are susceptible to liquefaction. Each represents a
condition of unstable equilibrium. One would expect that a smaller
disturbance is needed to cause liquefaction for case a than for case b
because the peak strength, Ssp, is smaller for case a. If an earthquake
is the disturbance in question, a less intense earthquake is needed to
cause liquefaction in case a.
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Case c in Figure 4-25 represents the stress-strain curve for an
undrained test on a clay or clayey silt, using the same scale for strain
as for cases a and b. The peak strain is larger than for cases a and b,
and a large strain is needed to reduce the strength to the steady-state
strength. This soil could absorb many earthquakes that impose many
cycles of shear stress in excess of Td (and well in excess of Sus) without
failing. Thus, clayey materials (case c) are less susceptible to lique
faction. This laboratory finding is in agreement with field behavior.

Dobry et al. (1984) have investigated the cyclic stresses needed
to trigger liquefaction using special tests in which cyclic torsional
strains are superimposed upon a triaxial sample subjected to a static
deviator stress. Figures 4-26 and 4-27 show a typical set of results.
(Note that the relative density of this sand is very low.) At point T,
after 109 cycles of small torsional moment, unidirectional flow defor
mation was triggered and the axial strain increased more than 15
percent in 0.32 s. It was found that this triggering of flow occurred
when the effective stress, which constantly decreased during cycling,
reached the failure line (Figure 4-27). Based upon these test results,
Dobry et al. (1984) propose a method for determining the intensity of
earthquake required to initiate failure in a dam.

Residual Strength from SPT

If the magnitude and duration of a disturbance are sufficient to push
a liquefiable soil beyond the peak of its stress-strain curve, then an
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alternative approach to determining the steady-state strength is to use
the residual strength determined from the relationship between residual
strength and SPT N-values proposed by Seed (1984). In this method
the residual strengths are based on back-analysis of liquefaction-type
slides and the values are representative of known field behavior. This
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approach circumvents the problems associated with sample disturbance
and the selection of representative samples for testing, since repre
sentative N-values can be developed for the soil over a substantial
zone of a deposit. It involves the assumption, however, that the
residual strength of a sandy soil is reliably related to its N-value.

As discussed earlier, Seed's residual strength is synonymous with
undrained steady-state strength provided the soil is sheared at truly
constant volume. There is no certainty that this condition actually
exists, either in the cases studied by Seed or in any case of flow failure.
Thus, the results shown in Figure 4-28 account in an empirical way
for possible deviations from a constant-volume condition in fi~ld

problems.

Buildup of Pore Pressures

Even though it is clear that the occurrence of liquefaction is intimately
associated with the buildup of excess pore pressure, none of the
evaluative techniques discussed have explicitly predicted this buildup.
There are a number of reasons why it may be desirable or necessary
to actually predict such pore pressures:

• On the practical side, it is necessary to predict excess pore
pressures if an effective stress stability analysis is to be done. While
there are major questions concerning the meaning and interpretation
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of such an analysis, it is the only appropriate approach if the effects
of deviations from undrained conditions (including outward spreading
of pore pressures) are to be considered.

• The buildup of excess pore pressure can influence the amount of
permanent deformation caused by an earthquake.

• On the academic side, an understanding of the liquefaction phe
nomenon is closely keyed to our understanding of the factors affecting
the buildup of pore pressures.

Historically, the initial efforts to predict pore pressure increases
dealt with a sand below a level ground surface (which in terms of this
report means there is no structure on the surface). This situation
involves deformations and pore pressures that vary only in the vertical
direction; that is, it is a one-dimensional situation. The level ground
case is primarily of academic interest. However, there are two strong
reasons for developing methods for predicting pore pressure buildup
in this case:

• To develop and test concepts and procedures for this simple
situation before tackling the more realistic but more complicated two-
and three-dimensional situations.
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• To compare predictions with pore pressures actually measured
during earthquakes to validate predictive theories.

A large variety of predictive methods and theories have been
proposed. The following subsections summarize the key aspects of
these approaches. Earlier summaries of work prior may be found in
Valera and Donovan (1977) and Finn (1981).

It is convenient to think of an analysis as consisting of two parts:

I. Dynamic analysis to compute time histories of stress and/or strain
at various points within a soil mass.

2. Computation of the generation (and perhaps dissipation) of pore
pressures.

In some methods these two steps are indeed carried out separately;
these are called decoupled analyses. In other methods the steps are
effectively performed simultaneously; these are coupled analyses.

Pore Pressure Models

The major key to any analysis is a method for computing the increment
of pore pressure caused by a cycle of stress or strain. In general, this
increment of pore pressure will depend upon the prior history of
stressing and straining as well as upon the intensity of the present
cycle.

Direct Use of Laboratory Tests
Early studies of liquefaction made great use of cyclic load tests in the
laboratory. Such tests provide curves relating cyclic stress to the
number of cycles, Nt> to initial liquefaction (e.g., Figure 2-29), and to
curves relating the pore pressure buildup t!.u/rr' 0 to the ratio N.JN[,
where rr' 0 is the initial effective stress and N e is the number ofcycles
of stress applied (Figure 4-29).

The relation between t!.u/rr' 0 and N[ is more or less independent of
the fabric of the sand, which means that the relation can be determined
from tests upon undisturbed samples even when there actually is some
disturbance. Thus, curves such as that in Figure 4-29 are used widely
in the calculation methods discussed below.

The relation of N/ to Tclrr'o may be very much affected by sampling
disturbance (see the discussion in Chapter 2). For this reason, the
value of N/ used in Figure 4-29 quite often is inferred indirectly from
SPT or other in-situ tests. This effect of disturbance is emphasized by
the scatter in the results in Figure 4-30 relating t!.u/rr'o to Tclrr'o for
different numbers of cycles.

On the other hand, there is less scatter if t!.u/rr' 0 is plotted against
cyclic strain. This is shown by comparing Figure 4-30 (stress-controlled
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tests) with Figure 4-31 (strain-controlled tests); in both figures the
same sand and specimen preparation techniques were used. Further
evidence comes from Figure 4-32, compiled by Dobry (1985), which
summarizes t::.u/a' 0 versus cyclic strain after 10 cycles of strain were
obtained from 50 triaxial tests on saturated sands. The data in the
figure include seven sands, and the tests were performed at three
laboratories using 0"0 = 0"30 = 500 to 4,000 psf, on "undisturbed"
and remolded, loose and dense sand specimens. Despite this wide
range of materials and testing conditions, Figure 4-32 is remarkably
consistent with, and confirms, the observation in Chapter 2 that cyclic
strain is more fundamentally related to densification than is cyclic
stress. Use of stress-controlled triaxial tests is further complicated by
different strains during the compression and extension phases. This
difficulty is avoided by using tests with controlled cyclic strain. For
these reasons, some researchers suggest using cyclic strain as a basis
for computation of pore pressures.

Computation from Data for Densification
Referring to Figure 2-25, it is in principle possible to compute induced
pore water pressure from the densification that would occur if drainage
was permitted together with the slope of the rebound curve. In equation
form, this is expressed by:

(Eq. 4-9)

where Er is the rebound modulus and t::.Erd is the volumetric strain if
drainage can occur. Martin et al. (1975) proposed procedures to evaluate
AErd and Er using results from cyclic tests on dry sands and static
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rebound tests in a consolidation ring, respectively. The observed
densification is fitted with an equation:

(Eq.4-1O)

where 'Y is the cyclic shear strain, tvd is the current value of the volume
change, and C t ••• C4 are experimentally determined constants. The
rebound modulus is similarly modeled by the equation:

(Eq.4-11)

where (T'vo and (T'v are the initial and current values of the vertical
effective stress and K2 , m, and n are experimentally determined
constants.

Finn (1981) has compared pore water pressures observed in cyclic
strain tests with those predicted using these equations and has found
very satisfactory agreement. The actually measured cyclic strain was
used in making the predictions. These studies confirmed the close
relation between densification under drained conditions and pore
pressure buildup with saturated conditions.
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An Endochronic Model
Finn and Bhatia (1981) developed an approach in which pore pressure
buildup is predicted directly (without the intermediate steps using ':lE vd

and Er) and is related to a single parameter, called a damage parameter,
incorporating the influence of current cyclic strain and past strain
history. The steps in this procedure are as follows:

1. An increment in the length of the "strain path" ~ is equated with
an increment of deviatoric strain Eij by:

(Eq.4-12)

where dEij • dEij is in tensor notation; that is, it corresponds to the sum
of several terms with iJ equal to 1,2,3 being alternated. The current
value of ~ may be evaluated by integrating d~ with respect to the strain
history.

2. The damage parameter K is determined from the relation:

K = ~e''''1 (Eq.4-13)

where "y is the current value of the cyclic strain and A is a constant
whose value must be determined experimentally.

3. Tests have shown that pore pressure buildup during strain-
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controlled cyclic load tests is uniquely related to K (Figure 4-33). A
curve of this type may be fitted by an equation of the form:

Jiuhr'vo = (A/B) In(1 + BK) (Eq. 4-14)

where the constants A and B are determined by nonlinear least-squares
curve fitting. Alternatively, data relating pore pressure to K plotted to
an arithmetic scale may be fit by an equation of the form:

Jiu/O"' vo = K(DK + C)/(AK + B) (Eq.4-15)

with the constants again determined by nonlinear curve fitting.

The major advantages of the approach are· that conventiona:l test
data can be used directly and a single equation can be used to represent
response over a wide range of strains or stresses. A comparison
between observed and predicted pore pressures is shown in Fig
ure 4-34.

Stress Path Pore Pressure Models
These methods give rules for predicting the effective stress path (the
relationship between shear stress T and vertical effective stress 0"'0)
during cyclic loading. The buildup of pore pressure is found from the
difference between the total and effective stress (Figure 4-35).

This approach was developed by Ishihara et al. (1975) and subse-



134 LIQUEFACTION OF SOILS DURING EARTH~UAKES

(al

San. "PlOtt••• IOn. (C -1091
fT~o. 200 IIN''''Z • R'IOIl,,' "ftl't,a4~:"

Nu"''''' of cyclI' • N

40ZO

o (.pe',MI"fOI CU,.•

--- &nOlyllcol curve

10

~_--e~,,"''''

(--------
1>-._------------- ( b )

-~•....
::I. 1.00··~
• O~c
:!
1..
~

o.~

!....
~ o.Z!I:·~
i
FIGURE 4-34 Comparison of computed and
measured pore water pressures for irregular
strain history based on an endochronic model.
Source: Finn (1980.

quently refined several times (Ishihara and Towhata, 1980). The
following types of rules are involved:

• During a virgin. straining, the stress paths are described by
parabolas (Figure 4-36). In early versions, circles were used. Ghaboussi
and Dikmen (1978, 1984) and Dikmen and Ghaboussi (1984) assumed
ellipses.

• For loading and reloading, various assumptions have been made.
The early version assumed a vertical effective stress path upon reversal
until the maximum previous shear stress in the opposite sense was
reached, whereupon the appropriate curved path was followed (Figure
4-37). More recent versions use empirically determined relationships
to define these portions of the stress path.

• Stress paths defined by these rules terminate when the phase
transformation lines are reached (Figure 4-38). Rules are given for
establishing the subsequent stress paths.
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Success with this type of approach depends on the development of
a satisfactory set of rules for handling the effect of stress reversals
and the behavior once the phase transformation line is reached. These
rules must be simple enough to be coded into a computer but accurately
reflect actual behavior. This approach is complicated because pore
pressure development is traced throughout every cycle of loading and
unloading. Thus, the effect of each reversal of stress or strain must
be taken into consideration. The experimental and theoretical work of
Nemat-Nasser (1982) and Nemat-Nasser and Takahashi (1984) bears
upon this complex problem.

Effects of a Sustained Shear Stress
The various methods just described have focused primarily upon the
level ground case wnere there is no sustained shear stress. Emphasis
has been given to test results from simple shear tests that simulate
that situation.

It has, of course, been recognized that a sustained shear stress
affects, and indeed can limit, the buildup of pore pressure. Based upon
examination of measurements in triaxial cyclic load tests, a mathe
matical expression has been proposed (Figure 4-39) where K c = (J"IOI

(J" 30 reflects the presence of a sustained shear stress (Finn et aI.,
1978a). If K c is large enough, a condition of initial liquefaction «(J" =
0) is not reached. Hence the number of cycles, N so , required to reach
50 percent of the minimum principal confining stress is used to normalize
the horizontal scale in Figure 4-39. Similar behavior has been noted
in simple shear cyclic tests (Finn and Byrne, 1976).
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This effect is incorporated into the Martin et al. (1975) model by
adjusting the model parameters to match the liquefaction curves for
various levels of static shear stress. These values are then used in the
TARA program (described later). Stress path models can also be
adapted for this purpose; it is necessary to develop a suitable set of
rules that are not too complicated for practical work.

Multidimensional Straining
Few of the methods discussed above have dealt explicitly with the
effect of multidimensional straining, an exception being that of Gha
boussi and Dikmen (1981).

Dynamic Analyses: Level Ground Case

These analyses use numerical methods for solving the dynamic equa
tions of motion for a one-dimensional soil profile, employing various
approximate representations for the nonlinear behavior. They are
typically embodied within computer programs that handle variation of
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FIGURE 4-39 Normalized pore pressure curves for various values
of K c reflecting conditions where a sustained shear stress is present.
Source: Finn (1981).

soil properties with position. The discussion first considers one of the
more complete forms of analysis and then progressively simpler
analyses. The final paragraphs survey a range of methods.

DESRA
This is a fully coupled program (Finn et aI., 1977; Lee and Finn, 1975,
1978). The stress-strain behavior of soil is represented by a hyperbolic
formulation that follows the Masing rules for unloading and reloading.
The small strain term Go in the hyperbolic equation is adjusted
continuously for the current level of effective stress, assuming that Go
= Gol£I'af£I'oY/2, where Goi and £I'oi are the values for Go and £I'o at
the beginning of the analysis. The continuous soil profile is discretized
using finite elements, and the solution of the equations is carried
forward using a Newmark-type integration scheme. The analysis
follows the details of each loading-unloading-reloading cycle, and
irregular as well as regular motions may be used. A small amount of
viscous damping (2 percent) is introduced to give stability to the
computations.

There have been several versions of this analysis. In DESRA-l,
pore pressure generation is computed using the densification model
described previously. Actually, increments of pore pressure develop
only during unloading from a peak in the strain-time history. DESRA
2 is similar, except that a transmitting boundary is included at the
bottom of the soil profile so as to include radiation damping. Later,
DESRA-2 was reprogrammed to use the endochronic model for pore
pressure generation. Dissipation or redistribution of pore pressures
simultaneously with generation can be included in the computation, if
desired. Dissipation can be important in relatively free-draining material
during prolonged shaking.
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MASH-APOLLO
These are decoupled programs (Martin, 1975; Martin and Seed, 1979).
MASH computes the dynamic response, while APOLLO computes
pore pressure generation and dissipation.

The technique in MASH for solving the equations of dynamic
equilibrium is similar to that used in DESRA. The program can accept
as input a prescribed time variation for pore pressure, so that the small
strain stiffness is varied as the computation progresses. Thus, it is
possible to iterate back and forth between the MASH and APOLLO
programs; that is, first MASH is used to predict time histories of
dynamic stress at various points, then APOLLO is used to compute
the corresponding time histories ofpore pressure. Next, these computer
pore pressures are entered into MASH and new time histories of
dynamic stress are computed. Experience has shown, however, that
usually only one iteration suffices, particularly if the stresses computed
in the first run of MASH are reduced by a factor between 0.9 and 1.0
to compensate for the softening effect of induced pore pressures (Seed
et aI., 1976).

APOLLO generates pore pressures using an analytical expression
fitted to data for aU/fJ",0 versus N /Nt, as in Figure 4-29. This is done
by converting short segments ofthe time history ofstress into equivalent
numbers of uniform cycles. The pore pressure buildup after each
segment is determined successively. APOLLO is written to consider
dissipation or redistribution of pore pressures simultaneously with
ground motion shaking and the generation of pore pressure. Rules are
suggested for choosing the parameters affecting dissipation, considering
the effect of strains during an initial liquefaction (fJ"' = 0) or a near
initial liquefaction condition.

SHAKE
The most widely used analysis has been a quasi-nonlinear (also called
equivalent linear) total stress analysis, usually employing the computer
program SHAKE (Schnabel et aI., 1972). Nonlinear stress-strain
behavior of soil is accounted for by adjusting modulus and damping,
iteratively, until there is consistency between these parameters and
the computed dynamic shear strains. Curves such as those in Figure
4-40 are used for this iterative procedure. The iterative adjustment is
made at various depths within the profile.

This program provides a "total stress analysis"; that is, there is no
provision for considering explicitly the softening effect of pore pressure
buildup. It is an approximate method, using linear analysis, to account
for the nonlinear behavior of soil. Fourier analysis techniques, with
damping varying inversely with frequency to simulate the hysteretic
behavior of soils, are used in the program. When originally written,
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SHAKE provided an efficient and economical program for computing
dynamic response. Today, however, it may be just as economical to
use a nonlinear method.

Having evaluated the time history of stress at various points,
corresponding pore pressures can be determined using the APOLLO
program, or directly from relationships such as that in Figure 4-29.

Other Methods
CHARSOIL (Liou et aI., 1977) uses the method of characteristics to
solve the dynamic equations of motion. A Ramberg-Osgood model for
nonlinear behavior is used, and the buildup of pore pressure is
determined from an assumed relation between shear modulus and
constrained modulus. Ghaboussi and Dikmen (1984) have presented
an effective stress method, LASS-IV.

Comparisons Among Methods
Several studies (Finn et aI., 1978b; Martin and Seed, 1979) have
compared motions and pore pressures computed by the various
methods. Differences in results arise because of variance in the assumed
stress-strain behavior and in the model for pore pressure generation.
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All the nonlinear models, when used in comparable total stress
analyses, give similar results; MASH, DESRA, and LASS-IV give
similar results in effective stress analyses. The principal differences
between the programs relate to the properties required and the extent
to which the necessary input parameters may be derived from con
ventional iaboratory and site investigation data.

Finn and Martin (l979a,b) have investigated the validity of the
equivalent linear method for determining the dynamic response of a
nonlinear hysteretic soil by analyzing the response of level sites by
SHAKE and the two nonlinear programs CHARSOIL and DESRA.
The situation most suited to equivalent linear analysis is the response
to steady-state sinusoidal motion. Maximum acceleration responses
for a deep cohesionless site determined by SHAKE and DESRA are
shown in Figure 4-41. The results are very similar except around a
frequency of I Hz, where SHAKE shows a tendency toward resonant
response.

The acceleration response spectra of ground motions at a sandy site
15 m deep (Figure 4-42) were computed by SHAKE, CHARSOIL,
and DESRA and are shown in Figure 4-43. The spectra all show strong
response around a period of 0.5 s, but SHAKE shows much stronger
response than the nonlinear programs. This stronger response is also
reflected in the magnitudes of computed dynamic shear stresses at
various depths in the deposit (Figure 4-44).

This tendency toward resonant response in analyses based on the
equivalent linear method has been noted in" several comparative studies.
Resonance occurs when the fundamental period of the input motion
corresponds to the fundamental period of the site as defined by the
final set of compatible properties in the iterative equivalent linear
method of analysis. Since the analysis is carried out with this constant
set of properties for the entire duration of the earthquake, there is
time for resonant response to build up. In the nonlinear methods this
tendency is controlled by the constantly changing stiffness properties.
When strong resonant response is a function primarily of the method
of analysis, it is called pseudo-resonance. Pseudo-resonance may lead
to overestimates of dynamic response. This shortcoming can be
compensated for by reducing slightly the shear stresses computed by
SHAKE before using them to evaluate pore pressures.

The effect of pore water pressure may be seen from the plots of
pseudo-acceleration spectra for 5 percent damping in Figure 4-45. The
spectrum from a total stress analysis (by DESRA) shows a maximum
at a period of about 0.35 s; the effect of increasing pore water pressure
on the moduli is not included in this analysis. Increases in pore water
pressure during seismic excitation lead to decreases in effective stresses
and a softening of the moduli, which results in an increase in the
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fundamental period of the site to about 0.6 s. This shift in period is
illustrated by the peaks in the spectra determined by nonlinear effective
stress analysis, also using DESRA. The two effective stress spectra
are for different assumptions about the dissipation of pore water
pressure during excitation.

These effects of nonlinearity and pore water pressures have been
confirmed using the one-dimensional nonlinear program MASH plus
the program APOLLO for pore pressure generation (Martin and Seed,
1979). A comparison of shear stress distributions with depth for the
site in Figure 4-42 computed by DESRA and MASH is shown in Figure
4-46.

Dynamic Analyses: Two-Dimensional Case

Methods for treating multidimensional cases are still in a: relatively
early stage of development and evaluation.

TARA
This is a fully coupled program (Finn et aI., 1984; Siddharthan and
Finn, 1982). Behavior in shear is treated exactly as in the level ground
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case; that is, a nonlinear hyperbolic representation obeying the Masing
criteria is used. The behavioral rule for response to changes in
hydrostatic effective stress is nonlinear (i.e., stress dependent) but is
essentially elastic compared to the behavior in shear. Pore pressures
are determined by the volumetric strain model developed for the level
ground case, extended to include the effects of an initial static shear
stress. Two-dimensional space is discretized using finite elements, and
solution proceeds by direct numerical integration. For analyzing
problems involving contact between soil and rigid boundaries where
high pore pressures may develop, provisions for slip elements have
been incorporated into the program.

Quasi-Nonlinear Analyses
Seed et al. (1976) and Seed (1979a,b) have described the use of
decoupled analyses, using equivalent linear techniques for the dynamic
response analysis portion, to predict the buildup of excess pore
pressures within earth dams. Shear stresses from the dynamic analyses
are converted to equivalent numbers of cycles, and the generated
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excess pore pressure is evaluated from curves for tJ.u/a' 0 versus N/
N I , taking suitable account of the influence of initial shear stresses.

Actually, the analyses might be described as being partially coupled.
After performing one dynamic analysis involving the entire cross
section (and this analysis itself might be run through several iterations
to achieve compatibility of modulus, damping, and cyclic strain), the
time at which one or more locations within the dam reaches the a' =
ocondition is identified. Then the dynamic analysis is restarted at this
time, with zero stiffness now assigned to these locations. From this
analysis the time that the next portions reach initial liquefaction (a' =
0)' is found, and the analysis is restarted at this time with zero stiffness
at these additional locations. This process is repeated until the end of
shaking or until an instability occurs.

Dissipation of Excess Pore Pressures
The simultaneous generation of excess pore pressure from cyclic
loading and its dissipation by the consolidation process present a
difficult analytical problem. The governing equations are nonlinear
because all of the parameters depend on the state of effective stress,
often in complicated ways. It is also difficult to determine the correct
values for the parameters.

One approach to this situation is to make the problem linear by
assuming that stiffness and permeability are constant and specifying
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the generation of excess pore pressure from the results of an earlier
dynamic analysis. Such a linear, two-dimensional analysis of the
generation and dissipation of excess pore pressures has been developed
in the finite element program CLIP (Christian and Audibert, 1976). Its
practical use requires that the values of the parameters be varied over
a range of probable values to establish an expected range of results
and their sensitivity to soil properties. Because of the difficulty of
measuring linear or nonlinear properties (especially permeability), such
a linearized parametric study can often provide results that are as
useful for engineering purposes as those from more complex, nonlinear
models. Marr and Christian (1981) describe one example of the use of
the analysis for ocean wave loading. It is shown that very extensive
redistribution of excess pore pressure can occur within a soil during
the time of generation when the pressures are not generated uniformly.
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Similar results have also been found in seismic problems involving
coarse-grained soils.

The computer program GADFLEA is written to study the generation
and dissipation of pore pressures in two dimensions (Booker et al.,
1976). It is a finite element implementation of the general approach
outlined above for the computer program APOLLO (Martin, 1975).
The use of GADFLEA is suggested for use with nonlevel ground, to
study the effects of drainage improvements, and in other situations.
The computer programs APOLLO and GADFLEA have been modified
to permit a fuller use of the analytically estimated site-specific earth
quake response of soil deposits in studying pore pressure response in
the deposit (Chugh and Von Thun, 1985a,b). The revised versions of
these programs are named APOLLO-Ml and GADFLEA-Ml. The
changes, however, do not alter the basic formulation of the problem
and the solution strategies implemented in the computer programs
APOLLO and GADFLEA.

Visco-Elastic Analogy
This is a nonlinear coupled approach based upon an analogy between
permanent strains developed during cyclic loading and creep under
static loadings (Bouckovalas et aI., 1984). It do.es not follow the strains
during each cycle of loading, but rather uses the residual shear and
volumetric strains caused by a cycle, or a packet of cycles, to
characterize the stress-strain behavior. Empirical expressions, relating
shear and volumetric strain to the amplitude and number of strain
cycles, are used. The method has been developed for the case of cyclic
loadings applied to a soil (e.g., by wave forces acting on a structure),
but can be adapted to the situation of seismic loading.

Other Methods
Various oth~r theoretical analyses have been developed and used to
predict results for specific situations, but as yet these have had little
impact upon practice in earthquake engineering.

Yoshimi and Tokimatsu (1978) conducted a two-dimensional analysis
of the generation and dissipation of pore pressures in a level, saturated
sand deposit (with or without a structure) during horizontal shaking.

A model based upon particulate mechanics and thermodynamics has
been developed at the University of Massachusetts (Chang, 1981;
Chang et aI., 1983; Kuo, 1983) and applied to problems with undrained
cyclic loading.

Several methods based upon plasticity theory have been proposed
(Mroz et aI., 1978; Prevost, 1978). These methods have the advantage
of being very soundly based upon fundamental principles, but they
become very complex when applied to cyclic loadings.
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Final Comments
As noted at the outset of this subsection, the development of methods
for analyzing the buildup of pore pressures in the two dimensional
case is still in an early stage. For example, none of the methods
described above really face the issue of the influence of rotation of
principal stress directions, except as this effect happens to be approx
imated by the simple shear test.

Practical Analysis for Pore Pressure Buildup

The greatest difficulty with the methods described in the preceding
subsections lies in the evaluation of the necessary parameters appro
priate for a specific site.

Common to all methods is the determination of modulus and damping
characteristics. The maximum (small strain) modulus is usually deter
mined from in-situ shear wave velocity tests, or in some cases from
tests in the laboratory on undisturbed samples or from correlations
with relative density. For important projects the proper curves of G/
Gmax and the damping ratio are established using tests in the laboratory
on undisturbed or reconstituted samples. For many projects, standard
curves such as those shown in Figure 4-40 may be sufficiently accurate
for G/Gmax once a value of Gmax is ascertained. Recent improvements
in testing techniques have produced results indicating that the curves
in Figure 4-40 are adequately representative for many soils, including
clays, silts, sands, and gravels. These procedures are reasonably well
established and reliable if carried out by competent investigators.

The major difficulty lies in the parameters relating to the rate of
pore pressure generation. The earliest efforts to predict pore pressures
used results from laboratory tests on specimens reconstituted to the
in-situ void ratio or sometimes "undisturbed" samples. The practice
of predicting pore pressures solely on the basis of laboratory tests,
without the benefit of in-situ measurements such as SPT or shear wave
velocity, is now recommended only if" great precaution is taken to
obtain samples with least disturbance. Such practice is particularly
important for some types of soil for which there is as yet little or no
experience. If circumstances allow, it is highly desirable to employ
extraordinary measures such as ground freezing to obtain high-quality
samples.

Indirect Use of Laboratory Pore Pressure Curves
An alternate approach is to use penetration resistance to determine N{
and then to enter curves such as those in Figure 4-29 to determine the
pore pressure buildup during a particular earthquake. This approach
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rests upon the assumption that the relationship between 6.u/(T' 0 and N/
N j is affected little by disturbing or reconstituting the soil. Based upon
Seed and Idriss (1982), the following steps are involved:

I. Determine the average cyclic stress ratio induced by the earth
quake. Using charts such as Figures 4-3 or 4-7, together with a
correction for magnitude (Table 4-2), find the magnitude of earthquake
required to cause liquefaction.

2. By interpolation in Table 4-2, find the number of cycles corre
sponding to the liquefaction-causing magnitude. This is the number of
cycles to liquefaction, N/, for the induced stress ratio. (If the liquefac
tion-causing magnitude exceeds 8.5, use N j = 100.)

3. Determine the number of effective stress cycles, N e (at 0.65TmaJ
induced by the earthquake. Various procedures for finding the effective
number of cycles corresponding to an irregular earthquake ground
motion have been proposed (e.g., Seed and Idriss, 1971). One method
is simply to use Table 4-2 for the actual (design) earthquake.

4. Determine the cyclic ratio Ne/Nh and read the induced pore
pressure ratio from Figure 4-29 or from a similar curve obtained from
cyclic tests on the sand of interest. '

As an example, suppose that a magnitude 6 earthquake causes a
cyclic stress ratio of 0.15 in a clean sand with a corrected penetration
resistance of 13 blows/ft. For this sand the stress ratio just causing
liquefaction is 0.20, so that the safety factor against liquefaction is
1.33. With the same induced stress ratio, a magnitude 7.5 earthquake
with 15 equivalent cycles would be required to cause liquefaction. The
actual earthquake has 5 to 6 cycles, so that N)N j = 0.37. The pore
pressure ratio is about 0.25 to 0.4. Thus, if the safety factor against
liquefaction is satisfactory, the induced pore pressure will be relatively
low.

Analysis Based upon Cyclic Strain
It has been noted that pore pressure buildup during undrained' loading
is more fundamentally related to cyclic strain than to cyclic stress.
Accordingly, Dobry et al. (1982) have proposed a method based upon
the following equation for computing the equivalent cyclic strain "'Ie
developed in the field by an earthquake:

"'Ie = a(~){p V/(~(~:lU)~('/i.} (Eq.4-16)

where Q p is the peak acceleration at ground surface, a is a factor
ranging from 0.65 to 1.0 that accounts for the relative importance of
other acceleration peaks, (To is the total vertical stress at the depth of
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interest, rd is the stress reduction factor discussed in connection with
Eq. 4-1, and p and Vs are the mass density and shear wave velocity
at the depth of interest. The modulus reduction factor (G/Gmax) is a
function of the cyclic strain and of the pore pressure buildup ratio u*
= 6.u/u'o. This equation is a slightly modified form of Eq. 4-3. Use of
this equation involves the following steps:

1. Choose suitable values for a, uo, rd, and p, all of which can be
evaluated with reasonable accuracy.

2. Measure Vs in situ. As discussed earlier, this wave velocity can
be evaluated satisfactorily and reliably within :': 10 percent with good
field techniques.

3. The modulus reduction factor G/Gmax , which according to the
authors has been found to be relatively insensitive to sample disturb
ance, may be evaluated using tests on reconstituted or "undisturbed"
samples.

4. The equivalent number of strain cycles N is estimated using
procedures similar to those used to compute an equivalent number of
cycles of stress. .

5. Having established N and "'In the pore pressure buildup ratio,
which for a given cyclic strain is also relatively insensitive to soil
fabric and sample disturbance (see Figure 4-31), is determined from

. charts such as Figure 4-32 or from strain-controlled tests on reconsti
tuted or "undisturbed samples."

The main advantage claimed for this procedure is that the key
parameter, V" can be measured in situ and is thus unaffected by
sample disturbance, while the other essential data (for steps 3 and 5)
are not very sensitive to the method for obtaining or preparing test
specimens. Further study and research is needed concerning various
aspects of the. method. It still is not .clear how the effect of pore
pressure buildup upon the ratio G/Gmax is best evaluated. From
experience with evaluating the cyclic strain for ground response studies
using equivalent linear modulus, it is known that the computed strain
is rather sensitive to the curve of G/Gmax that is used.

Use of DESRA and TARA
Moduli and strength parameters required as input for DESRA and
TARA are obtained by conventional procedures. Parameters for the
pore pressure model, if necessary for effective stress analysis, may be
measured directly using good undisturbed samples or deduced from
estimates of liquefaction resistance derived from index tests, such as
the correlation between SPT or CPT and liquefaction resistance. The
latter procedure is almost always followed in practice.
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Use of Effective Stress Analysis for Analyzing Stability

As noted at the outset of this section, a primary purpose of predicting
pore pressure buildup is to permit an assessment of stability in terms
of effective· stress. It is certainly a fundamental principle of soil
mechanics that shear strength is controlled by effective stress. At the
same time, there is also a fundamental problem in using an effective
stress stability analysis to provide a numerical safety factor against a
stability failure.

Consider the hypothetical slope and potential failure surface that
have been sketched in Figure 4-47. Normal and shear stresses and
pore pressures are distributed all along the failure surface, and all
contribute to the stability of the overlying mass of soil. However, the
average or typical condition may be represented by a single point A
on a T-O" (0" = a) diagram (Figure 4-48). This point might, for example,
represent the conditions at the end of shaking in a slope that was
undrained during the shaking. The conventional definition of safety
factor would be obtained using the strength at point B. That is FS =
TnITA, where Tn is the shear strength at the given effective stress.

To decide whether or not this definition of safety factor makes sense,
it is necessary to envision just how and why there might be a failure
even though the calculated TA-O" A point lies well below the presumed
effective stress strength line. One possibility is that an error has been
made in the evaluation of the strength, and that the actual strength is
less (Figure 4-49). The conventional definition of safety factor does
provide a sound indication of the margin of safety against a failure
resulting from such an error. However, the location of the effective
stress strength line is generally what is best known about the situation.

Another possibility is that the shear stress TA that must be sustained
after shaking has been calculated incorrectly. The conventional defi
nition of safety factor also gives a meaningful indication of the margin
of safety against a failure caused by this error. But again the value of
TA does not involve major uncertainty.

There is more uncertainty about the pore pressure induced by the
earthquake, and hence about the average effective stress 0" A- In this
connection, it must be kept in mind that the average effective stress
along the failure surface can decrease after the end of shaking, owing
to spreading of pore pressure. It might make sense to define FS =

0" A/O" c (Figure 4-50), where 0" c is the effective stress on the strength
line corresponding to TA' However, few if any engineers will have
much feeling for the significance of a safety factor defined in this way.
Since most soils for which liquefaction is a problem have a strength
line with little if any cohesion intercept. the safety factor defined in
this way is essentially equal to the conventional definition of safety
factor, that is: TnlTA = O"A/O"C'
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FIGURE 4-47 Hypothetical slope and potential failure surface.

Some engineers (e.g., Castro et aI., 1982) argue that the safety factor
should be defined in terms of the strength that can be mobilized if the
soil is sheared undrained by monotonic loading starting from point A;
that is, FS = SuAITA (Figure 4-51). Now the computed safety factor
will depend greatly upon the undrained strength behavior of the soil.
If the soil behaves as in Figure 2-38, the safety factor might be quite
small, whereas if it behaved as in Figure 2-37 the safety factor could
be quite large. Thus, from this viewpoint the margin of safety is closely
related to the dilative versus contractive behavior of the soil.

The last-stated viewpoint, which in effect implies a total stress
analysis, has considerable merit. However, there are also difficulties
with this viewpoint. First, the need for great care in the evaluation of
SuA has already been discussed. Second and possibly more serious,
part of the soil may increase in volume after the end of shaking in
such a way that its shear resistance decreases. .

This discussion does not mean that there is no value to an effective
stress stability analysis, but rather that the result of it must be
interpreted with care. One possible approach is to compute both FS
= TBITA and FS = SuAITA and to focus attention on whichever is
smaller. Use of FS = TBITA is a very approximate means (and perhaps
a conservative one) for considering possible dilation of highly stressed
zones within the soil. Its use also reflects the observations that strains
begin to become large once an effective stress path reaches the strength
line, even though there may still be a reserve of undrained strength.

Comparisons with Field Observations and Model Tests

Ow; Island
The acceleration and pore pressure responses of Owi Island No. I to
the Mid-Chiba earthquake (Figure 2-17) were investigated by dynamic
effective stress analysis using the computer program DESRA-2 (Finn
et aI., 1982). The required input for the program consists of stress
strain properties, shear strengths on horizontal planes. and values of
the parameters for the pore water generation and dissipation model.
This input was developed using methods already described. Shear
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wave velocities were estimated from the SPT values. Resistance of
sands to liquefaction was evaluated using undrained cyclic triaxial
tests performed on specimens from samples recovered using a large
diameter sampler. Parameters for the pore pressure model were selected
to be consistent with results from those tests. Motions at the base of
the fill were not recorded. However, because the acceleration levels
were modest and the pore water pressures were low enough not to
affect soil properties to a significant extent, it was relatively easy to
develop an input base motion consistent with the surface acceleration.

The first 10 s of the recorded ground accelerations in the north
south direction are shown in Figure 4-52a. During the first 4 s, very
low accelerations occurred. Significant accelerations developed be
tween 4 arid 6 s and, thereafter, only low-level excitation was recorded.
The ground motions computed using DESRA-2 are shown in Figure
4-52b. Except for some minor differences in frequency and magnitude
in the 8- to lO-s range, the computed record is very similar to the
recorded motions.

The'measured pore pressures are shown in Figures 4-53 and 4
54. In general, the. agreement is excellent. DESRA-2 computes only
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T
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FIGURE 4-49 Rationale for definition of con
ventional factor of safety,
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FIGURE 4-50 Factor of safety related to
uncertainty in pore pressure (and hence in
mean effective confining stress) with con
stant mean shear stress.

residual pore water pressures, so there are no fluctuations from changes
in instantaneous total stress levels corresponding to ground accelera
tions, as actually occurred in the ground.

The pore pressure measurements at Owi Island also confirmed the
concept of threshold acceleration, based on the existence ofa threshold
strain "V, for sands in the laboratory. At Owi Island, no excess pore
pressures developed in either sand layer between the triggering time
and 4.2 s, with the exception of elastic fluctuations probably caused
by initial, vertically propagating P-waves. At 4.2 s a large acceleration
pulse occurred, and the pore pressures increased simultaneously at
both depths. Ishihara conducted a very careful determination of the
acceleration value at 4.2 s and concluded that the sUlface acceleration
was 0.06 g when the pore.pressures began to increase. This indicates
that, for this site and layers, the threshold acceleration, a" was 0.06
g. Two hours after the earthquake, and after the excess pore pressures
had completely dissipated in the two layers, an aftershock occurred

T
IFS=S ITlsUA . A UA---

SUA---
TA---- - - --

A
CONTRACTIVE
BEHAVIOR

DILATIVE
BEHAVIOR

a-
FIGURE 4-51 Factor of safety defined as a
ratio of undrained strength to imposed shear
stress.
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FIGURE 4-52 Comparison of measured ground accel
eration at Owi Island during the 1980 Mid-Chiba earth
quake with accelerations computed using DESRA-2 (ac
celeration in ft/s 2 , time in seconds): (a) measured
acceleration: (b) computed acceleration. Source: Finn et
aI. (1982).

with a measured ap equal to 0.04 g. This aftershock did not induce
any excess pore pressures in the sand layers, thus confirming the
existence of a threshold acceleration with a vaiue greater than 0.04 g.

The measured at at Owi Island agrees well with the predicted value
for the two sand layers, based on:Yt determinations in the laboratory
and in-situ Vs measurements (Dobry et aI., 1981a). This at = 0.06 g is
also consistent with the range of at for recently deposited sands, as
obtained from the charts in Figures 4-17 and 4-18. Further confirmation
of these predicted values of at has been obtained from centrifuge tests,
as illustrated by Figure 4-55, published by Arulanandan et ai. (1983).
This result shows no pore pressure buildup if ap < at = 0.05 g, even
if a large number of shaking cycles (a long earthquake duration) are
applied to the sand.

Shaking Table Tests
Yoshimi and Tokimatsu (1978) conducted a two-dimensional analysis
of the generation and dissipation of pore pressures in a level, saturated
sand deposit (with or without a structure) during horizontal shaking.
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FIGURE 4-53 Comparison of measured pore water pres
sures at a depth of 6 m at Owi Island during the 1980
Mid-Chiba earthquake with pore pressures computed
using DESRA-2 (pore pressures in Ib/ft', time in seconds):
(a) measured pore pressures; (b) computed pore pressures.
Source: Finn et al. (1982).

The computed pore pressure time histories agreed reasonably well
with the results of shaking table tests under normal gravity conditions,
using an aqueous solution of glycerin in place of pore water.

Other liquefaction tests have been performed on the large shaking
tables at the Public Works Research Institute in Tstikuba, Japan, but
there have been only limited attempts to generalize the results.

Centrifuge Tests
Several comparisons have been made between pore pressures measured
in sand confined within stacked rings (Figure 2-45) and shaken in
centrifuge tests with those predicted using MASH-APOLLO and
MASH-GADFLEA (Heidari and James, 1982; Whitman et aI., 1982;
Arulanandan et aI., 1983). These studies have focused on the dissipation
of excess pore pressures following shaking and have emphasized the
very nonlinear nature of this process.

Finn et al. (1984) have compared predictions made using TARA-2
with results from the test shown in Figure 2-50 (see page 66) and with
other centrifuge model tests conducted at Cambridge University.
Analyses were conducted with and without slip elements between the
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FIGURE 4-54 Comparison of measured pore water pres
sures at a depth of 14 m at Owi Island during the 1980
Mid-Chiba earthquake with pore pressures computed
using DESRA-2 (pore pressures in Ib/rtZ, time in seconds):
(a) measured pore pressures; (b) computed pore pressures.
Source: Finn et al. (1982).

surface of the "structure" and the embankment to determine the effect
upon seismic response of relative motions across this interface.

Figure 4-56 compares measured and computed accelerations at
location B, at mid-depth in the soil, in test 1. In this test the shaking
was weak enough so that liquefaction did not develop. The agreement
between measured and predicted motions is good, and slip at the
interface had no influence upon pore pressures at this 19cation.

Pore pressures measored in test 2 at location B are shown in Figure
4-57. This location is far enough from the structure to suggest that its
response may not be greatly affected by slip between structure and
plate. This is confirmed by dynamic analysis showing similar computed
pore pressures whether slip elements were used or not. The computed
pressures compare very well with those recorded.

Figure 4-58 shows pore pressures at location Y, at the top of the
bank under the structure. At this location the effects of any decoupling
between the motions of the structure and the bank would be greatest.
This is clearly shown by the results of dynamic analysis. Analysis
including slip elements predicts pore water pressures very close to
those recorded. If slip is not allowed during analysis, only very low
residual pore pressures are predicted.
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A complex part of the analysis is the proper transmission of
accelerations from the embankment to the surface structure across the
slip elements. In particular, the model should be capable of reproducing
the rapid decay in acceleration after 4 s of shaking because of the loss
in shearing resistance caused by very high pore pressures. The recorded
and computed accelerations at point A on top of the plate (structure)
are shown in Figure 4-59. The decay in acceleration after 4 s is modeled
satisfactorily, but three peaks in the actual record are somewhat higher
than those predicted. This may have been caused by partial embedment
of the plate during shaking.

Blast-Induced Pore Pressure

While this section has dealt exclusively with pore pressures caused
by earthquake ground motions, it should be mentioned that some study
has also been made of pore pressures caused by explosionlike loadings.
For example, two-phase, one-dimensional, dynamic finite element
analyses based on laboratory-derived material properties have been
conducted (Kim and Blouin, 1984). The results of these analyses
(Figure 4-60) show a liquefaction "wave" following immediately behind
the stress wave.
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FIGURE 4-56 Comparison of accelerations recorded at point B (during test I)

for the centrifuge model shown in Figure 2-50 with those computed using TARA
2: (a) measured acceleration; (b) computed acceleration. The computations were
made with and without incorporating slip elements. In this case. since the shaking
was relatively weak. the use of slip elements produced no significant difference
in the results. Source: Finn et al. (1984).

Deformations

Liquefaction-caused failure is really the result of excessive deforma
tion. Transient (cyclic) displacements may cause a failure. This is
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especially true in the case of offshore structures subject to wave
loadings, where excessive transient movements of the platform relative
to the seabed might cause conductor pipes to faiL However, with wave
loading problems as well as with earthquake problems, failure generally
takes the form ofexcessive permanent displacement, such as settlement
or tilting of structures, excessive slumping or distortion, and (in the
extreme) sliding of slopes.

The science of predicting deformations, especially permanent dis
placements, is still in its early years. The following discussion will
draw upon developmental work done for offshore structures (generally
for clayey soils) as well as that accomplished in earthquake engineering.
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FIGURE 4-58 Comparison of pore pressures recorded at point Y (during test 2) for
the centrifuge model shown in Figure 2-50 with those computed using TARA-2. Source:
Finn et al. (1984).
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Cyclic Deformations

Evaluation of cyclic displacements (or at least cyclic strains) is a key
step for some of the methods discussed in this chapter for predicting
the buildup ofpore pressures. Such strains may be evaluated from a
dynamic analysis using quasi-nonlinear (SHAKE) or nonlinear tech-
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triangular loading of a saturated calcareous sand. Source: Kim and Blouin (1984).

•. niques (e.g., DESRA). Eq. 4-16, proposed by Dobry et al. (1982),
provides an approximate method for computing cyclic strains.

Several empirical approaches have been developed in offshore
engineering work. Based upon cyclic triaxial tests made on several
sands, Marr et al. (1982) have proposed use of an equation of the
form:

(Eq.4-17)

where !i.q is the cyclic deviator stress, Po is the average of the major
and minor principal effective stresses, and C1, C2 , and C3 are constants
to be evaluated from cyclic triaxial tests. Bouckovalas et al. (1984)
compute cyclic strain using a hyperbolic equation, with some rather
complex and ambiguous rules for choosing the ultimate strength
required by this formulation. Data from simple shear tests upon clays
have been obtained by Andersen et al. (1980) and by Goulois et al.
(1985). Figure 4-61 shows contours of cyclic strain from tests having
zero sustained stress, with the cyclic stress normalized by the con
ventional undrained strength during monotonic loading, plotted against
the number of cycles. The degradation of stiffness with number of
cycles is thought to be associated with the buildup of pore pressures.
Figure 4-62 indicates the influence of a sustained (static) stress when
cyclic stresses are superimposed. As a point of reference, Andersen



THE STATE OF THE ART IN ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION

!La ,.-----,----,---,.-------,
Yc=~3%

~0.8 ~1.50f0

.J~0.6 ~0.75%

~ r--_:::::;::'~~::::_-!0.5%
to' !0.4

~0.2

O.aL.--_--'---_----'--_-----l_-l

1 10 100 1000 10,000
NUMBER OF LOAD CYCLES

FIGURE 4-61 Contours of cyclic strain ("'(e)

as a function of cyclic stress (Thcl. normalized
by the undrained strength during monotonic
loading (-rhj). and a number of cycles of loading.
from simple shear tests on Drammen clay.
Source: Andersen (1976).

163

(1976) has used a cyclic strain of 3 percent as an indication of failur.e
in foundations for offshore structures. . .

There is indication that the a' = 0 condition may be associated with
the onset of cyclic strains large enough to be considered excessive.
Figure 4-63 shows curves for cyclic stress versus cyclic strain (single
amplitude) from stress-controlled torsional tests upon a sand at various
densities. The shaded area along each curve indicates the range of
strains at which the a' = 0 condition is reached. This range, centered
on 3 percent cyclic strain, is roughly the same for all densities. Thus,
the a' = 0 condition may actually correspond to a failure situation.

Permanent Deformations

Sliding Block Analysis
A procedure for computing permanent ground displacements in the
form of translatory landslides is based on Newmark's (1965) approach
as. augmented by Goodman and Seed (1966) and by Makdisi and Seed
(1978). The procedure is summarized in Figures 4-64, 4-65, and 4-66.

In Figure 4-64, the soil blocks shown are assumed to be rigid. When
the ground is accelerating in the direction away from the bluff. the
soil block is free to move in the direction of the bluff as long as the
active soil force plus the inertia force on the soil block is greater than
the resisting force at the bottom of the soil block. However, when the
direction of acceleration is toward the bluff, the soil block cannot
move significantly because the passive soil pressure induced by the
graben can be quite large.
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shear tests on Drammen clay. Both ", and "U", have been normalized by
the undrained strength ("""u",) for monotonic loading. The symbol F
denotes very large cyclic or permanent strains. Source: Goulois et al.
(\985).

The maximum potential inertia force on the soil block is calculated
by multiplying the total weight of the soil block by the maximum
seismic coefficient. The maximum potential seismic coefficient, kma.o

is the product of a free-field peak ground surface acceleration and a
constant. The constant can include effects of the height of the soil
block, bluff topography, the length of the soil block, and possibly
other factors.

The resisting force available from the shear strength acting at the
bottom of the soil block is computed by multiplying the length of the
soil block by the average undrained shear strength of the soils involved.
The average undrained shear strength of the soil depends on the level
and length of shaking and the amount of displacement the soil block
has undergone.

The yield seismic coefficient. kvo is that seismic coefficient which,
when multiplied by the total weight of the block, gives a large enough
inertial force to make the total driving force equal to the total resisting
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force. This coefficient is calculated by the equation given in Figure
4-64. .

Once the yield seismic coefficient and the maximum potential seismic
coefficient kmax are known, the displacement of the soil block can be
calculated. The basic process is shown schematically in Figure 4-65.
Every time the soil block is shaken beyond the yield point (e .g.,
between I. and 1~) as represented by the yield seismic coefficient,
relativ~ velocity between the soil block and the underlying earth is
initiated (time increment 11 to 13), By integrating this relative velocity,
relative displacement is accumulated (from 11 to 13) in the direction of
the bluff.

Based on the type ofdisplacement calculationjust described, Makdisi
and Seed (1978) summarized graphically the expected displacement
versus ky/kmax for earthquakes of various magnitude, as shown in
Figure 4-66. Similar plots have been prepared by Franklin and Chang
(1977), Sarma (1979), and Whitman and Liao (1985). A basic assumption
of all these studies is that ky does not decrease with straining. If
strength decreases only slightly with straining and if the strength versus
strain relation is known, then the procedure can still be employed. If
the strength decrease is more significant, the predicted movements
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FIGURE 4-64 Forces and equations used in analyses of translatory landslides
for calculating permanent lateral displacements from earthquake ground motions.
Source: Idriss (1985).
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become increasingly inaccurate. In the extreme case of large strength
reduction (Rigure 2-38) and flow failure, the procedure is not applicable
and should not be used.

Some Approximate Solutions Using Elastic Analysis
While reasonably reliable procedures are avai~able for estimating
permanent deformations in soils that do not undergo significant strength
loss, procedures for evaluating permanent deformations in soil deposits
in which high pore pressures are generated by earthquake shaking are
not nearly so well developed. One procedure for evaluating such
problems is described by Seed et al. (1975b). It uses the concept of a
strain potential; that is, the permanent deformation induced in repre
sentative soil elements in the absence of any constraint applied by
neighboring elements. These values of strain potential are then inter
preted to produce a compatible set of deformations and thence the
deformed shape of the structure. This procedure has been shown to
work reasonably well in the case of the deformations observed on the
Upper San Fernando Dam in the 1971 San Fernando earthquake,
where horizontal movements were of the order of 5 to 7 ft.

A similar approach is described by Marr and Christian (1980. The
residual strains at each point of a finite element mesh at the end of
the entire loading are determined (using an equation such as Eq. 4-18
in the next section) under the assumption that there are no changes in
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(Eq.4-18)

total normal or shear stresses from beginning to end of the loading.
These strains are then input to a special finite element program that
restores the compatibility of displacement among the elements, pro
ducing the deformed shape of the earth mass.

A different approach has been used by Andersen (1983). Two finite
element analyses using only static loading conditions are performed.
The first uses a stress-strain curve for monotonic loading. The second
uses a fictitious stress-strain curve drawn by connecting the final strains
developed by superimposing a cyclic stress, having the correct mag
nitude and number of cycles, upon the sustained static stress (Figure
4-67). (This stress-strain curve is developed separately for a number
of elements throughout the soil mass. The correct cyclic stresses at
these elements are determined from an equivalent linear dynamic
analysis.) The permanent deformation caused by the dynamic loading
is the difference between the deformation from these two analyses. A
somewhat similar form of analysis has been developed by Taniguchi
et al. (1983).

While some of these methods were developed primarily for analysis
of wave-loaded structures, extending their use to earthquake problems
is straightforward.

Nonlinear Dynamic Analysis
Computer models such as DESRA or TARA can provide predictions
of permanent deformation associated with residual shear strains. These
models assume that degradation of stiffness during shaking results
entirely from decreases in the effective stress as pore pressures build
up and that these changes in effective stress are predicted correctly.

A version of DESRA for slopes called DONAL-2 has been used to
estimate seismic deformations in underwater slopes in the Mediterra
nean (Finn, 1980). TARA has been used to estimate both cyclic and
permanent displacements of a proposed gravity platform (Finn, 1985a)
and of a tailings dam under earthquake loading (Finn, 1985b). Both
TARA and DESRA may also be used to compute the settlements of
structures under seismic loading (Finn, 1982, 1984).

The procedure proposed by Bouckovalas et al. (1984) for use with
wave-loaded offshore structures also provides a direct prediction of
permanent deformations (Marr et aI., 1982). The increment of residual
strain caused by a cycle (or a group of cycles) is given by an equation
of the form:

Iqlb-I
d'Y = B q -'-b- 'Y~' N' dNI<ToeA

where q is one-half the static deviator stress, <T'"el is the octahedral
effective stress, 'Y equals the cyclic strain, N is the number of cycles
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FIGURE 4-67 Stress-strain curves used in method
of Andersen (1976) for computing permanent displace
ment. Curve A is the normal stress-strain curve for
monotonic loading. Curve B is established from the
total strain measured in a series of tests starting from
different sustained shear stresses, with a specific cyclic
stress and number of cycles. Curve B2 is for a different
combination of cyclic stress and number of cycles.

of strain, and a, b, and c are experimentally determined constants
obtained by fitting results from drained cyclic triaxial tests with the
cyclic load superimposed upon a sustained load.

This increment of residual strain is added to the elastic strain caused
by any changes in the stresses at each point from beginning to end of
the cycle, and the sum is used in equations satisfying dynamic
equilibrium and compatibility, This method has the advantage that it
is not necessary to integrate the equations of motion around entire
cycles of stress; only the net effect of a cycle (or group of cycles) is
considered. The trade-off for this advantag~ is that it is necessary to
use a separate method for evaluating the cyclic strain.

Some Simple Guidance
Figure 4-68 indicates the range of limiting shear strains that can be
experienced by sands with different densities if they reach the (J'/ = 0
condition. Degrees of damage that can result are suggested.

Hedberg (1977), who performed undrained cyclic triaxial tests with
sustained static stress, observed that the effective stress path typically
reached the failure line (Figure 4-69) at an accumulated strain of about
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FIGURE 4-69 Typical effective stress path when
a cyclic shear stress is superimposed upon a sus
tained shear stress. It has been observed (Hedberg.
1977) that the accumulated shear strain reaches
about I percent when the effective stress path
reaches the failure line.

1percent. For some problems, this much strain can represent excessive
deformation.

Figure 4-70 shows combinations of sustained (Tm ) and cyclic (TC>

stresses causing an accumulated strain of 3 percent during cyclic simple
shear tests on a clay. Curves of this type provide general guidance
concerning limiting combinations of sustained and cyclic stresses.

Plasticity Theory
Methods of analysis based upon the concepts of plasticity theory can
be used to calculate permanent deformations (Andersen et aI., 1978;
Baldi and Rohani, 1979; Prevost, 1981). However, the procedures used
in these methods to handle unload/reload cycles are often extremely
cumbersome and are not yet regarded as giving reliable results. While
there are great advantages to using methods of computation hav.ing a
solid theoretical basis, plasticity-based methods have thus far found
little favor for earthquake engineering problems.

Final Comments
It is clear that much further research and development is required
before satisfactory methods for predicting permanent displacements
will be generally available to engineers.

Role of Centrifuge Testing as an Evaluative Tool

As discussed in Chapter 2, centrifuge model tests can make valuable
contributions by' permitting general observations concerning the be
havior of soil masses during simulated ground shaking and by providing
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FIGURE 4-70 Contours showing combinations of cyclic shear stress
(To), sustained shear stress (T<m) , and a number of cycles causing an
accumulated shear strain of 3 percent, from simple shear tests on
Drammen clay. Source: Goulois et al. (1985).

experimental data against which theoretical methods of analysis may
be checked. As the discussion in the preceding sections has made
clear, there is a great need for experimental data concerning the
response of soil masses.

The possible role of centrifuge model testing in the analysis and
evaluation of a specific site or project is less clear. One major problem
is whether scaling requirements, espeCially those dealing with the
scaling of time vis-a-vis flow of pore water, can be satisfied. The basic
problem, of course, is the extent to which it is possible to get soil in
a model to have just the same properties as will the actual soil in situ.
This is certainly very difficult to do, and probably is impossible when
the actual site involves complex stratigraphy and geologic history.

At present the use of theoretical models does appear to give greater
flexibility in making controlled adjustments to assumed properties to
see the effect of different assumptions about properties. With theoret
ical models, the input soil properties are at least known, whereas there
are difficulties establishing the actual properties of soils in the centrifuge
model. On the other hand, the centrifuge model incorporates aspects
of actual soil behavior, such as the effects of rotation of principal
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stress directions, that are poorly modeled in theoretical methods. Both
theoretical analysis and centrifuge model testing therefore can provide
valuable complementary insights into new and complex problems.

It appears at present that there is no direct role for centrifuge model
testing in conventional engineering projects. However, if a project
warrants a considerable theoretical analysis, and especially if theoret
ical methods still in the development stage are to be used, then
centrifuge model testing to validate the theoretical analysis and perhaps
to provide concepts for design is worthy of consideration.

Probabilistic and Statistical Analysis

Deterministic models of soil liquefaction give a yes or no answer as
to whether liquefaction will occur or not, or an answer in the form of
a factor of safety. In either case, some consideration of probabilities
must be made-either implicitly or explicitly-to answer questions

. such as: Is the risk of liquefaction high enough to justify a large
monetary expenditure to improve the ground at a project site, or
should the investment already made at that project site be abandoned?
Deterministic answers by themselves do not generally provide clear
cut decisions in cases where potential failure must be weighed against
potential cost.

In the context of civil engineering projects, including those involving
liquefaction, the existence of risks needs to be recognized and assessed.
This point was emphasized recently by Whitman (1984) and earlier by
Casagrande (1965). Probability and statistics are basically tools to
augment-but not replace-the assessment of risk by humanjudgment,
and to aid in making design decisions.

Probabilistic or statistical methods can be introduced at various
stages of a liquefaction risk assessment. Depending on their objectives,
various engineers have focused on one or two of the following sources
of uncertainty:

• Uncertainty in the magnitude and location of earthquakes that can
potentially affect the site.

• Uncertainty of the acceleration and duration of ground motion at
a site, resulting from an earthquake but attenuated by distance and
filtered by the site response.

• Uncertainty in the basic physical models of soil liquefaction
behavior (model uncertainty).

• Uncertainty in the soil resistance parameters input to the physical
model (the site characterization problem).

The Risk Analysis Framework

The general steps in earthquake risk analysis, as applied to the problem
of liquefaction, are indicated in Figure 4-71. There are two essential
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FIGURE 4-71 Schematic of the steps in a probabilistic liquefaction risk analysis.
Source: Liao (1985).

parts. One deals with the probability that earthquakes occur; this
portion is primarily the province of the seismologist. The second deals
with the probability that there is liquefaction; this is primarily the
concern of the geotechnical engineer, and tools used for this assessment
have been discussed at length in previous sections. The probabilities
from these two parts must be combined and summed over all possible
earthquakes to give the probability of liquefaction.

Methods ofliquefaction risk analysis have been proposed by McGuire
et al. (1978, 1979), Yegian and Whitman (1978), Haldar and Tang
(1979), Yegian and Vitelli (l981a, 1981b), Chameau and Clough (1983),
Atkinson et al. (1984), and Kavazanjian et al. (1985), and they provide
the major focus of this section. The question posed in such studies is:
What is the probability of liquefaction at the project site during the
life of the project (or during a specified time interval)? This phrasing
reflects the fact that in a seismically active region, given enough time
(e.g., thousands of years), at least one earthquake will occur that will
be large enough and close enough to cause liquefaction at a susceptible
site. Thus, discussion of probabilities of earthquake occurrence and
liquefaction must be restricted to a specined time period, and results
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FIG URE 4-72 Schematic of the sequence of questions that
need to be answered as part of a typical liquefaction risk
assessment. Source: Liao (1985).

are often given in terms of the probability of liquefaction during a
year's period (i.e., annual probability).

To illustrate schematically the basic steps in a liquefaction risk
analysis, a simplified hypothetical problem is shown in Figure 4-72. A
project site is located in the vicinity of two active earthquake faults
(linear "source zones"). It is assumed that the site is susceptible to
liquefaction and that the probability of liquefaction occurrence within
the next 50 years is to be evaluated. To begin the analysis, it is first
asked: What is the probability of liquefaction resulting from an
earthquake at a specific point (say point A) and having a specific
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magnitude (say M = 7.0)? To answer this question requires answering
the following sequence of questions:

• What is the probability that an earthquake will occur along fault
I sometime in the next 50 years?

• If this earthquake occurs, what is the probability that the earth
quake will have a magnitude of 7.0?

• If an earthquake of magnitude 7.0 occurs on fault I, what is the
probability that its epicenter will be located at point A?

To obtain the combined probability of occurrence of the specified
earthquake, the probability estimates that answer the above questions
are multiplied together. Then it is asked:

• If an earthquake of magnitude 7.0 occurs on fault I with its
epicenter located at point A, what is the probability that liquefaction
will occur at the project site?

The estimate of probability that answers the last question is often
termed the "conditional probability of liquefaction," i.e., all of the
loading conditions for the evaluation of the probability of liquefaction
have been given. Multiplying this conditional probability by the
probability of earthquake occurrence gives the overall probability of
liquefaction being caused by the specified earthquake.

However, 'it is important to consider all possible earthquakes in the
'vicinity of the project site. Thus, the following possible situations must
also be examined:

• Earthquakes can occur not only at point A but at several points
on fault I.

• Earthquakes of magnitudes other than 7.0 can occur.
• Earthquakes can occur not only on fault I but also on fault 2 (and

possibly other source zones).

The probability of liquefaction associated with each and every com
bination of the above situations must be evaluated and summed to
yield the total probability of liquefaction at the project site.

To formalize mathematically the preceding discussion, the following
generalized notation is introduced:

• Let 'I' designate a set or "vector" of earthquake load parameters
(e.g., 'I' = (a,M), where a is the peak site acceleration and M is the
earthquake magnitude).

• Let n designate a set or "vector" of liquefaction resistance
parameters (e.g., n = «N1)60,PF), where (N')f>() is the normalized/
corrected SPT resistance and PF is the percent fines content).

• Let Y be an indicator of liquefaction, i.e., Y = I if liquefaction
occurs and Y = 0 if it does not occur.
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Then the probability that liquefaction occurs at a specific site within
a time period T can be generally expressed as:

P(Y = 1) =

L{l - exp( - X-Tf,/(Y = 110,'l')g('l')d'l')}g(0)d(0) (Eq.4-19a)

For the usual case of small values resulting from the integral over
'l' (which is the probability that any earthquake will result in liquefac
tion), P is well approximated by:

P( Y = 1) = X-TLLr(Y = 110,'l') .!(O) . g('l')d'l'd'l' (Eq. 4-19b)

where the integrals are over all values of the parameters in 'l' and O.
In the equations above:

• P(Y = IIO,'l') is the conditional probability of liquefaction.
• g('l') is the probability distribution of the earthquake load param

eters, and represents the uncertainty of specific magnitudes and
locations of earthquake occurrence.

• flO) is the probability distribution of the soil resistance parameters,
and represents the fact that site conditions are often spatially variable
and inhomogeneous.

• X- is the overall rate of earthquake occurrence (e.g., earthquakes
per year ) from all potential seismic sources within the vicinity of the
project site.

The terms P(Y = 110,'l') and g('l') have been discussed previously in
the context of Figure 4-72. The variability of the soil liquefaction
resistance was not discussed previously for the sake of simplifying the
presentation. The integrals (usually evaluated numerically) represent
the generalized summation of all the probabilities associated with each
of the possible combinations of earthquake source zones, magnitudes,
locations, and variable site conditions.

The above general formulation is the correct way of assessing the
probability of liquefaction at a site and is adapted from the seismic
hazard methodology originally proposed by Cornell (1968). All of the
proposed methods of liquefaction risk assessment discussed in this
section have the above framework in common. Where they differ are
in the implementation of specifics in evaluating P( Y = tiO,'l'), flO),
or g('I') or in the summation or integration algorithm.

Earthquake Load Parameters

The variability in the earthquake load parameters are generally dealt
with in the context of seismology and seismic risk models, such as
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those by Cornell (1968) and Der Kiureghian and Ang (1977). The
quantifications of earthquake risk is a discipline unto itself and is
described briefly here in terms of how it interfaces with various aspects
of liquefaction risk analysis. Practical examples of aspects of seismic
risk evaluation have been presented by Christian et al. (1978) and by
Donovan and Bomstein (1978).

Seismic Source Zones
The first step in evaluating seismic risk is in the definition or mapping
of regions or where earthquakes originate. Seismic source zones can
be faults that can be mapped on the earth's surface or planar regions
within the earth that can be defined by analyzing patterns of earthquake
hypocenters. It is usually assumed that an earthquake of a given
magnitude has an equal probability of occurring anywhere within the
seismic zone. In the absence of well-defined earthquake mechanisms
in many geographic regions or for the sake of simplicity of analysis,
it is sometimes assumed that the seismic source zone is circular and
centered at the project site, as shown in Figure 4-73. In more
sophisticated models or algorithms, where seismicity is relatively well
defined, several irregularly shaped seismic source zones may be
defined, as shown in Figure 4-74.

Rates of Seismic Activity
The rates of seismic activity in source zones are usually determined
based on an analysis of past historical seismicity. These rates are then
used in seismic hazard or liquefaction risk analysis, in which it is
customary to assume that the occurrence of earthquakes is a stationary
Poisson process in time. "Stationary" implies that the rate of earth
quake occurrence (expected number of earthquakes per year) is
constant over time. "Poisson" implies that the occurrence of any
future earthquake is independent ofany earthquakes that have occurred
in th~ past. These two assumptions are generally not valid. In the
framework of plate tectonics, after the release of strain in the earth's
crust during a large earthquake, a certain period of time is required to
build up enough strain to again cause another large earthquake rupture.
Though the assumption of a stationary Poisson model for earthquake
occurrence is commonly used, recent advances in seismology and
earthquake prediction may offer better estimates of the probabilities
of earthquake occurrence (Patwardan et al., 1980; Anagnos and
Kiremedjian, 1984; Kiremedjian and Anagnos, 1984; Schwartz and
Coppersmith, 1984; Sykes and Nishenko, 1984).

Seismic Source Mechanisms
There are two major seismic risk models in use, which differ in the
modeling of the nature of the seismic source. The Cornell (1968) model
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FIGURE 4-73 Circular seismic source zone centered at project site for lique
faction risk analysis. Source: McGuire et al. (978).

assumes that the energy released during any earthquake (of the many
that can possibly occur in the source area) is initially concentrated at
a point and propagates outward from that point. In contrast, the model
by Der Kiureghian and Ang (1977) assumes linear sources (faults) and
that the energy released is not concentric about a point but rather
propagates outward from a finite length of fault rupture. Thus, the
largest contribution to earthquake intensity at a site may not be related
to the location of the initial fault rupture, but rather to the slip that
occurred closest to that site. The Der Kiureghian and Ang (1977) model
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FIGURE 4-74 Complex set of irregu
larly shaped seismic zones (labeled LAB,
BOU, etc.) for liquefaction risk analysis.
Source: Atkinson et al. (\984).
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is best suited f9r seismic regions such as California, where the strike
slip faults causing earthquakes are well defined and have been mapped
extensively. However, in regions where the sources and perhaps even
the nature of seismic activity is not well defined, the Cornell (1968)
model is probably more appropriate.

A computer program presented by Atkinson and Finn (1985) for
liquefaction risk analysis has the capability of using either the Cornell
(1968) or the Der Kiureghian and Ang (1977) mechanism for its
computations.

Load Parameters
Most analyses describe the intensity of earthquake shaking at the site
in terms of peak acceleration and duration. This method (sometimes
called the A&D approach) is represented by the methods proposed by
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McGuire et al. (1978, 1979), Haldar and Tang (1979), Chameau and
Clough (1983), Atkinson et al. (1984), and Kavazanjian et al. (1985).
Acceleration is obtained from an attenuation law, giving acceleration
as a function of magnitude and distance. Duration (usually in terms of
number of equivalent cycles) is given by a correlation to magnitude.
These two-load parameters are suitable for analyzing possible lique
faction at a site, using common methods of analysis. However, there
is uncertainty in the correlations of these parameters to magnitude and
distance, which should be taken into account. Formal treatment of
uncertainty in attenuation was introduced by Cornell (1971) and has
often been incorporated into analysis since that time. For example,
Atkinson et al. (1984) consider a lognormal dispersion of acceleration
around the expected value from the attenuation relationship. A range
of attenuation relationships involving considerations of both hypocen
tral and closest distance to a fault are included in their computer
program for liquefaction risk analysis.

An alternative approach, using magnitude (M) and distance (R) as
the load parameters, sometimes called the M&R approach, is repre
sented by the methods proposed by Yegian and Whitman (1978), Youd
and Perkins (1978), and Yegianand Vitelli (1981a,b). The M&R methods
are more data-based (empirical) and are more direct and arguably
easier to use within a risk analysis framework, especially for large
scale mapping of liquefaction potential. However, their use requires
that the possibility of liquefaction be related directly to magnitude and
distance, which tends to obscure localized ground shaking site effects
that may influence the occurrence of liquefaction.

Conditional Liquefaction Probability

As discussed previously, the conditional liquefaction probability ex
presses the probability that liquefaction occurs, given that an earth
quake of specified location and magnitude or a ground shaking with
specified acceleration and duration occurs. Some liquefaction risk
procedures, such as those presented by Youd and Perkins (1978),
McGuire et al. (1978, 1979), and Atkinson et al. (1984), do not account

.for any uncertainty in this factor. That is, they assume that the
conditional probability function P(Y = 110,'1') can only take on values
of 1 or 0 (liquefaction or no liquefaction), which represents a purely
deterministic formulation. All the uncertainty in their liquefaction risk
assessments arises from the uncertain nature of seismicity.

Actually, there is some uncertainty in any method used to determine
the likelihood of liquefaction given an earthquake. The previous
sections of this chapter have discussed the various problems involved
in the analysis of a site. All such analyses involve some theoretical
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model for the physical behavior of a site. Model uncertainty arises as
a result of simplifications or assumptions made in formulating the
model, and even if all the input parameters were known precisely
there would still be some uncertainty about the outcome. An example
is the original semi-empirical liquefaction model proposed by Seed et
al. (1975a), represented by a plot of T/rr' 0 versus N •. In that model, no
provisions were made for duration effects of earthquakes, the differ
ences in methods of obtaining N 1, or the effects of fines content. The
neglect of these factors was the source of uncertainties in the original
model. Even though these factors have since been incorporated into
later versions of the model, some model errors still remain. In addition,
there are uncertainties in the inputs to any model. For example, at a
site where a large variation in N 1 exists, there are uncertainties as to
which Nt value should be used.

Approaches which have been used to obtain the conditional proba
bility of liquefaction in other than yes or no terms can be categorized
as probabilistic or statistical:

• Probabilistic methods involve the use of theoretical models to
analyze for liquefaction at a site, estimating the inherent uncertainties
in the parameters and propagating these uncertainties through the
model.

• Statistical methods generally deal with the extraction of informa
tion from data; in the case of the liquefaction problem, "data" usually
refer to field observations of instances of liquefaction or nonliquefac
tion.

Probabilistic Models
Haldar and Tang (1979) use a first-order second-moment (FOSM)
method applied to the Seed and Idriss (1971) Simplified Method to
obtain the conditional probability of liquefaction. Basically, this in
volved estimating the uncertainties (FOSM parameters) of the com
ponents of the Seed':Idriss model and propagating these uncertainties
through the model. A more sophisticated FOSM model has been
presented by Fardis and Veneziano (1982) incorporating the effects of
pore pressure diffusion, soil stiffness reduction, and variations of soil
properties within a stratum. In both models the assumption of normality
or log-normality of load and resistance parameters is used in estimating
the conditional probability of liquefaction. Estimation of the second
moment parameters (i.e, means and variances) is not trivial, and
requires some judgment.

Probabilistic analyses based on pore pressure generation models
have been presented by Chameau and Clough (1983). The accumulation
of pore pressure is calculated using a nonlinear formulation, based
either on laboratory data or on a basic constitutive physical model.
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Their result for conditional probabilities P(Y =1111,'¥) is equated to
the probability that the pore pressure ratio ru is equal to I, and
calculated assuming random arrivals of shear stress (or equivalent
acceleration) peaks between positive zero crossing of the earthquake
record. The distribution of the shear stress peaks has been modeled
as beta, gamma, Rayleigh, or exponentially distributed. The number
of positive zero crossings is a measure of duration and may also be
treated as a random variable, as is done in the application of Chameau
and Clough's method by Kavazanjian et al. (1985).

Earlier, Donovan (1971) proposed a similar model, assuming the
variation of peak amplitudes of earthquake shaking to be distributed
as a Rayleigh probability function. In his method the effects (damage)
from the various peak accelerations in an earthquake record are
calculated based on a total stress model of cyclic loading behavior and
are summed or integrated with a weighting function proportional to
the frequency of occurrence of the various peaks (Miner's Linear
Damage Criteria). However, his method produces a deterministic
criterion for liquefaction and not a conditional liquefaction probability.

An alternative to the assumption of a frequency distribution for
shear stress peaks is to use the equivalent uniform cycle concept,
which is commonly used in deterministic analyses. A statistical ex
amination of this concept has been reported by Haldar and Tang
(1981).

Another approach to the estimation of conditional liquefaction
probability is the use of fuzzy set theory. This approach has been
presented by Chameau and Gunaratne (1984), but it still requires
considerable development before it can be applied usefully.

Statistical Analyses
One aspect of uncertainty in liquefaction analysis is the problem of
how to draw the "best" boundary separating liquefaction and nonli
quefaction behavior on a diagram such as Figure 4-75. This is known
in statistics as a problem of classification or discrimination. This
problem has been treated by Christian and Swiger (1975) using empirical
data on site liquefaction behavior and a statistical method known as
linear discriminant analysis (e.g., see Johnson and Wichern, 1982).
Their results are shown in Figure 4-76 and have been interpreted (as
a decision rule) to mean that:

{
I if D < KAo.31069

P(Y = 1ID"A) = 0 if D: > KAo.31069 (Eq.4-20)

where Dr is the relative density of the soil and A is a modified site
acceleration. Of course, this is not strictly correct because the prob-
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FIGURE 4-75 Schematic of the notation and results of a simple two-parameter
classification problem.

ability P(Y = IID"A) actually varies continuously from 0 to 1. The
factor K is a function that depends on the probability of misclassifying
a point as a site that would not liquefy, when in actuality it is a
liquefaction point. This probability is denoted P in Figure 4-76,
expressing the uncertainty in the location of the dividing line, and is
not the conditional probability of liquefaction P( Y = lin,'1') previously
defined, which in this interpretation of discriminant analysis scheme
can only take on values of 0 or 1.

The results presented by Christian and Swiger are just an example
of a variety of results that can be obtained using discriminant analysis.
Other applications of discriminant analysis for studying liquefaction
have been reported by Tanimoto and Noda (1976), Tanimoto (1977),
Xie(1979), Wang et al. (1980), Davis and Berrill (1981, 1982), and Gu
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FIGURE 4-76 Example result from discriminant analysis of liquefaction data. Source:
Christian and Swiger (1975).

and Wang (1984). Generally associated with the linear discriminant
analysis methodologies are underlying assumptions of normality and
randomness of data that are not satisfied by the available collection of
liquefaction data. A concise discussion of these problems has been
presented by Easterling and Heller (1976) .

. Yegian and Whitman (1978) presented a different classification
method (developed by Yegian, 1976), termed the "least squares of the
misclassified points." In essence, this method finds the boundary that
best separates liquefaction from nonliquefaction based on minimizing
the sum of the squared distances between the misclassified points and
the boundary line. Atkinson et al. (1984) have used this method in part
of their analyses, although their algorithm also accommodates the use
of the more conservative lower bound curves from Seed (1979a) in
their risk assessment procedure.

The problem with classification methods is that the discrimination
criteria still give a deterministic yes-or-no type answer to whether
liquefaction will or will not occur at a site, rather than a continuous
conditional probability P(Y = 110,'1') that varies smoothly between 0



THE STATE OF THE ART IN ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION 187

and 1. Within the framework of discriminant analysis, Bayes' Theorem
can be used to obtain the desired conditional probability, provided
that "prior" probabilities can be obtained based on the "global"
probability distribution of liquefiable and nonliquefiable sites. This is,
however, not an easy task. With respect to the method of "least
square of misclassfied points," there is no formal theory to obtain the
conditional probability of liquefaction, and the method used by Yegian
(1976) to obtain P(Y = 110,'1') may be rational but is rather ad hoc.

Veneziano and Liao (1984) have presented a class of statistical
methods that avoid many of the above problems discussed in estimating
P(Y = 110,'1'). Instead of treating the problem as a classification
problem, the estimate of P(Y = 110,'1') is treated as a regression
problem using Yas a binary (0 or I).response variable. An advantage
of this approach is that the probability distributions of°and 'I' do not
need to be estimated and that P( Y = 110,'1') is directly evaluated with
no need for appeals to Bayes' Theorem. One method known as logistic
regression is well established for use in other applications (Cox, 1970; •
McFadden, 1974), but parametric assumptions (i.e., the mathematical
forms of the probability function) must be made. More general
nonparametric methods are being developed by Liao (1985), as well
as further developments and applications of the logistic regression
methods. An example of preliminary results from logistic regression
analyses is shown in an earlier section (Figure 4-6).

The Site Characterization Problem

In the context of liquefaction analysis, site characterization refers to
the problem of determining a representative value of a liquefaction
resistance parameter (e.g., an SPT N-value) and the depth at which
liquefaction is likely to occur. Soil deposits are generally highly
variable, but for the sake of simplicity in analysis it is better to
summarize the soil properties by a single number or a set of numbers
such as the mean and standard deviation of the N-values.

Consider a fairly homogeneous sandy site where 10 borings have
been drilled for purposes of liquefaction analysis. Suppose also that
in each of the 10 borings, 10 SPT N.-values are obtained along the
boring profile, and there is some variability in the NI-values in each
boring. Since liquefaction involves both the generation and possible
propagation of excess pore water pressures, liquefaction of the entire
deposit may occur if the weakest part or sublayer of the deposit
liquefies. Thus, to obtain a summary value of N. we could use the
minimum of all the 100 N. valut:s, the average of the minimum N , in
each boring, the minimum average N, obtained at each depth, the
average of all 100 N.-values, or any multitude of similar combinations.
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A practical example of where this problem was encountered has been
presented by Jaime et al. (1981).

More details of this problem and how it affects the data base of case
studies such as those presented by Seed et al. (1984) are discussed in
the thesis by Liao (1985). However, this practical problem has not yet
been addressed except in terms of appeals to "engineering judgment,"
which works well but is difficult to transfer from an "expert" to a less
experienced engineer. Thus, the results of probability analyses are
often given as functions of SPT blow count as in Figure 4-77.

The site characterization problem is one that is amenable to resolution
by the use of statistical techniques and should deserve further research.
This research would also be pertinent to the mapping of liquefaction
potential over large areas, where geologic maps may need to be
correlated with sparse SPT data. In such maps, site characterization
may be extended to mean the characterization of widespread geologic
units rather than a localized project site.

Comments on Probabilistic/Statistical Methods

The discussion in this chapter has concentrated on various aspects of
assessing liquefaction probability considering uncertainties in the
physical liquefaction models and site soil and earthquake conditions.
Logically, the next step is to incorporate this evaluation of risk into a
formal decision analysis framework, of which various examples have
been given by Whitman (1984). This would entail the calculations of
the expected probable costs of a liquefaction failure. One probleql
with this approach is that it is often difficult to assess the costs of
failure, particularly if potential loss of human life is involved. Another
problem is that numbers involving very small probabilities of failure
(e.g., <0.001) cannot be assessed accurately (Whitman, 1984).

There are some significant advantages in using probabilistic methods
to assess the potential for liquefaction. The risk of liquefaction can be
compared in equivalent terms to the other risks to which a structure
is exposed. Uncertainties in the different inputs can be treated system
atically and uniformly, and those factors having the most influence on
the risk can be more readily identified. For example, the analyses
performed by Haldar and Tang (1979) point out the fact that there may
be more uncertainty in liquefaction analysis arising from the earthquake
loading parameters than from lack of understanding of the soil resistance
parameters. Thus, probabilistic methods augment the decision process
and enable a more effective transfer of experience based on subjective
decisions. For all these reasons, probabilistic methods are considered
to playa useful role in assessing the possibility of liquefaction. From
the complexity of the foregoing discussion, however, it is evident that
such methods should be employed with care.
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FIGURE 4-77 Example result from typical liquefaction risk analysis. Estimated annual
probability of liquefaction for San Francisco and San Juan, Puerto Rico, as a function
of SPT values. Source: Haldar and Tang (1979).

Summary and Perspective

From a practical point of view, it must be recognized that almost any
saturated granular soil can develop increased pore water pressures

. when shaken, and that these pore pressures can become significant if
the intensity and duration of earthquake shaking are great enough.
The question that must be answered in a specific case is: What intensity
and duration of shaking will cause liquefaction, or, conversely, can
the soil survive the anticipated earthquake shaking without liquefac
tion? A wide variety of methods have evolved for assessing the
likelihood of liquefaction at a specific site or within a small region.
These techniques and their limitations are summarized below.

In considering these techniques, it should be remembered that
evaluation of liquefaction hazard is an engineering art requiring judg
ment and experience in addition to testing and analysis. Important
advances have been made during the past two decades in understanding
liquefaction and in developing tools to help assess safety against
liquefaction, but some aspects of the problem remain uncertain.
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Level Ground

Level ground is characterized by a horizontal surface of very large
extent and the absence of any superimposed or buried structure that
imposes significant stresses in the ground. In evaluating this problem
the primary goal is to identify the conditions for reaching the cr' = 0
condition in the soil profile, which triggers the development of lique
faction effects at the ground surface. The case of level ground is of
direct interest with regard to the safety of pavements, pipelines,
building slabs on grade, and other objects. There are many situations
in which evaluation of the level ground adjacent to a building or
embankment appears to provide a conservative assessment of the
potential of a foundation for failure. In such cases, however, it is
difficult to assess the margin of safety in quantitative terms.

For level ground and sandy soils with little gravel, use of charts
based on observed field performance together with a standard pene
tration test (SPT) or, with a lesser degree ofcertainty, a cone penetration
test (CPT) can provide a practical evaluation of the degree of safety.
In using this procedure the increased cyclic loading resistance asso
ciated with a larger content of silt and clay particles should be taken
into account. It is desirable to adopt proposed procedures for stan
dardizing the results of SPT tests for the purpose of evaluating
liquefaction resistance. At a minimum, measured blowcount should be
corrected to a common basis of energy delivered to the drill rod. The
CPT is not as useful as the SPT for assessing safety against liquefaction,
but it can be very valuable for locating loose pockets within a sand
and for controlling efforts to improve the liquefaction resistance of a
sand.

Flow Failures of Slopes and Embankments

The technology for analyzing the safety of slopes and embankments
against a flow failure is not as well developed and agreed upon as in
the case of level ground. Two general approaches are in use:

• Method 1 focuses first on the buildup of pore pressures that may
trigger liquefaction. The susceptibility of the soil to such buildups is
inferred from in-situ penetration resistance or from cyclic load tests
on high-quality and disturbed samples. Various computational methods,
from very simple and approximate to very sophisticated and complex,
are available for predicting the buildup caused by a specific earthquake
shaking. Zones where the cr' = 0 condition occurs are identified, and
a residual strength is assigned to those zones using correlations of
observed residual strengths with in-situ penetration resistance. A static
stability analysis is then performed. This method involves some
uncertainties in the prediction of pore pressure buildup, but it has been
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shown to provide results in good accord with some features ofobserved
field performance in a number of cases.

• Method 2 focuses first on the potential for a flow failure. The
evaluation involves the following: (1) determination of the in-situ
steady-state strength of the soils by means of laboratory tests comple
mented with correlations between the measured steady-state strength
and field index tests such as SPT or cone penetration; (2) if a potential
for flow failure exists, an investigation of the conditions required to
trigger the failure using results oflaboratory cyclic tests and/or empirical
correlations. Some uncertainties exist because determination of the
in-situ steady-state strength is sensitive to changes in void ratio during
sampling and testing. Thus it is necessary to correct results for these
changes.

Both of these methods usually assume that constant volume condi
tions are maintained within the soil during the earthquake shaking. It
has been hypothesized that flow failures can also occur if certain zones
of the soil mass become weaker during and after an earthquake owing
to redistribution of water content and spreading of pore pressures.
The methods currently available to quantify the pore water migration
and the associated volume changes are in a crude stage of development.
These possible effects are included to some degree in the approach
used in Method I and might in principle be incorporated into Method
2 as more case histories are used to calibrate the method.

Permanent Deformations

The prediction of deformation in soils not subject to flow failures is a
very difficult and complex nonlinear problem that is still far from being
resolved. Hence, various approximate methods exist:

• A procedure for computing permanent grOJJnd displacements in
the form of translatory landslides is based on the approach of Newmark
(1965). The mass above a failure surface is assumed to move only
when the shear strength of the soil is exceeded and only during the
time in which the strength is exceeded.

• The permanent deformations of soil elements are estimated from
laboratory tests, assuming no constraint from adjacent elements. These
are referred to as strain potentials. These strain potentials are then
interpreted to produce a compatible set of deformations. Several
techniques have been proposed for the laboratory testing as well as
for producing compatible deformations.

• Dynamic computer models for nonlinear analysis and for plasticity
theory produce estimates of permanent deformations. However, the
proper modeling of soil properties for the analysis remains a formidable
problem.
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General Comments on Methods of Investigation

The following comments apply to cases of both level and sloping
ground:

• Use of threshold strain provides a conservative assessment of the
safety of foundations and earth structures to both triggering of flow
failures and development of excessive deformations. The method is
based on the values of shear modulus that can be measured in situ
using wave propagation techniques. There is also evidence suggesting
that this same approach, extended to larger strains by cyclic-strain
controlled laboratory tests, can be used to predict the development of
pore water pressures in the field.

• For soils with a significant content of gravel, there is currently no
satisfactory procedure for evaluating the safety against liquefaction.
There is a great need to develop predictive procedures for these types
of soils.

• Use of undisturbed sampling and laboratory cyclic load testing is
not recommended as the sole means ofassessing liquefaction resistance,
except for some soils (e.g., silty or clayey soils, calcareous soils, etc.)
for which there is either no or a limited amount ofexperience. (Obtaining
samples for visual inspection and routine classification is, of course,
always essential.) When the gathering and testing of soil samples are
to be done, it is important to use extreme care and special techniques.

• Problems in which analysis of pore pressure buildup is essential
must be approached with great care. These include, for example, cases
where reliance is placed on partial dissipation of pore pressure to
provide safety against flow failures or excessive deformation. While
great advances have been made in the development of suitable
techniques of analysis, more verification is required before they can
be considered reliable tools for use in design. Special problems to be
resolved include evaluating parameters required for analysis in ways
that are not influenced greatly by sample disturbance, and accounting
for dilation as significant permanent strains begin to develop.

• Centrifuge tests (and sometimes other small-scale tests) can pro
vide valuable insights in understanding the behavior of foundations
and earth structures and in formulating and testing mathematical models
to predict performance. However, it is seldom possible to construct a
truly scaled model for a specific prototype situation.

• Probabilistic analyses can provide approximate quantitative esti
mates for the probability of liquefaction, indicating the relative impor
tance of uncertainty in the frequency and intensity of ground shaking
and of uncertainty in the occurrence of liquefaction as a result of
ground shaking.
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Classes of Projects Affected

Liquefaction of underlying soil deposits has the potential to cause
damage to all classes of overlying or buried structures. Eyewitness
examples ofliquefaction are ample testimony to the catastrophic effects
that occur when earthquakes induce large excess pore water pressures
causing the soil to lose most or all of its strength and to liquefy.
Structures that are particularly sensitive to liquefaction of underlying
or retained soils are: buildings with shallow foundations, railway lines,
highways and bridges, buried structures, dams, canals, retaining walls,
port structures, utility poles, and towers.

The types of structural instability and structures most adversely
affected are given in Table 5-1. It is clear that buried and surface
structures will be affected by a loss of foundation bearing capacity if
the underlying soils liquefy. Similarly, landslides induced by liquefac
tion affect all structures built on, at the base of, or downstream from
unstable slopes. Liquefied soils underlying very flat slopes (on the
order of less than 1 degree) or underlying horizontal soil surfaces have
the potential for lateral spreading and disruption of surface and
subsurface structures. SUGh lateral spreading can pull buildings apart
and destroy highway pavements, railway alignments, and utility lines.

Furthermore, excess pore pressures in subsurface soils can produce
buoyant forces that can push buried tanks and utility poles out of the
ground. The ejection of liquefied sand from sand boils and resulting
sink holes can destroy pavements and floor slabs. The liquefaction of
backfill behind retaining walls and port structures also can cause
complete collapse of such structures.

Minimizing Liquefaction Instability

There is now a general understanding of the types of soils that are
most susceptible to liquefaction and the level of earthquake shaking

193
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TABLE 5-1 Classes of Liquefaction-Induced Structural Instability

Types of Structural Instability

Loss of foundation bearing capacity

Slope instability slides

Movement of liquefied soil adjacent to
topographic depressions

Lateral spreading on horizontal ground

Excess structural'buoyancy caused by high
subsurface pore pressure

Formation of sink holes from sand blows

Increase of lateral stress in liquefied soil

Structures Most Often Affected

Buried and surface structures

Structures built on or at the base of the
slope

Dam embankments and foundations

Bridge piers
Railway lines
Highways
Utility lines

Structures, especially those with slabs on
grade

Utility lines
Highways
Railways

Buried tanks
Utility poles

Structures built on grade •

Retaining walls
Port structures

that can cause these soils to liquefy. Therefore, new projects can be
located at sites where there is little or no liquefaction potential, or if
such a potential is recognized, treatment of the soils can be undertaken.
Furthermore, remedial measures can be implemented to safeguard
lifelines (either existing or planned) such as highways, railways, or
pipelines that must traverse areas of liquefiable soil. The determination
of what can be done to reduce the risk of failure of an existing
structure's foundation is a more complicated problem-work must be
done around or under the existing structure without adversely affecting
it.

The following sections describe actions that may be taken if lique
faction is a concern. These actions include moving the project,
accepting the risk of liquefaction, or performing remedial measures at
the project site to reduce the potential for liquefaction.

Technical and nontechnical considerations in selecting remedial
measures are discussed. These factors include:

• Feasibility
• Secondary effects (such as effects on static stability)
• Economics

A number of potential remedial measures are reviewed in detail,
considering such factors as:
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• Technical adequacy
• Field verifiability
• Costs
• Maintenance
• Long-term performance
• Public perception
• Environmental impact

Table 5-2 summarizes the technical and nontechnical considerations
of each method.

Alternative Actions if Liquefaction Is a Concern

General

Several alternative approaches can be taken if earthquake-induced
liquefaction is a threat to existing or proposed structures. For an
existing structure the choices are: (1) retrofitting the structure and/or
site to reduce potential failure, (2) abandoning the structure if the
retrofit costs exceed the potential benefits derived from maintaining
the structure, or (3) accepting the risk and maintaining the existing
use. Additional options would be to continue use of the structure but
to change the operation, or to alter the use of the structure such that
the hazard becomes tolerable even if failure occurs.

For new 'construction, moving the project assumes that there are
alternative sites where liquefaction is not a concern but that are equally
appropriate for the proposed project. The costs of necessary mitigation
actions may, in such cases, make selection of an alternative site a
more cost-effective alternative than use of the primary site.

In an ideal case, site selection criteria for a proposed project would
include the evaluation of mitigation costs of several alternative loca
tions. However, for many critical facilities such as dams, ports, and
other transportation facilities, there may be no alternative site. In such
cases, a choice must be made between the two remaining alternatives:
mitigating the risk through the selection of various techniques (de
scribed later), or choosing not to undertake mitigation and accepting
the risk of liquefaction and possible structural dysfunction or failure.

The choice of accepting the risk of liquefaction, and the potential
loss of life, social disruption, economic loss, and political ramifications
that might result from structural failure, must be based upon the
engineering evaluation of the site. However, the choice is not made
only as a result of that evaluation. It must be addressed in a public
policy and political context where input can be based on the deter
mination of what is an "acceptable cost" or "level of risk." As this
alternative is beyond the scope of this report, it will not be addressed



Induce liquefaction in 1
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liquefaction. The
dense column of
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TABLE 5-2 Improvement of Liquefiable Soil Foundation Conditions

Most Suitable Soil Maximum Effective Economic Size of Ideal Properties of
Method Principle Conditionsffypes Treatment Depth Treated Area Treated Materialo

IN-SITU DEEP COMPACTION

(I) Blasting Shock waves and vi- Saturated, clean >40m Any size Can obtain relative
brations cause lim- sands; partly satu- densities to 70-
ited liquefaction. rated sands and 80%; may get vari-
displacement. re- silts after flooding. able density; time-
molding, and settle- dependent strength
ment to higher den- gain.
sity.

(2) Vibratory probe Densification by vi- Saturated or dry 20 m routinely (inef- >1,000 m' Can obtain relative
(a) Terraprobe bration; Iiquefac- clean sand; sand. feclive above 3-4 densities of 80% or
(b) Vibrorods tion-induced settle- m depth); >30 m more. Ineffective in
(c) Vibrowing menl and sometimes; Vib- some sands.

settlement in dry rowing, 40 m
soil under overbur-
den to produce a
higher density.-\0

0"-
(3) Vibrocompaction Densification by vi- Cohesionless soils >30m >1,000 m2 Can obtain high rela-

(a) Vibroflot bration and com- with less than 20% tive densities (over
(b) Vibro-Com- paction of backfill fines. 85%), good uni-

poser sys- material of sand or formity.
tern gravel.

(c) Soil
Vibratory stabi-

lizing

Applicationsb

Induce liquefaction in
controlled and lim
ited stages and in
crease relative den
sity to potentially
nonliquefiable
range.

Induce liquefaction in
controlled and lim
ited stages and in
crease relative den
sity to potentially
nonliquefiable
range. Has been
shown effective in
preventing li9uefac
tion.

Casee"
Relative
Costsd

Low ($2.00
$4.oo/m3)

Moderate
($6.00
$13.oo/m3)

Low to moder
ate ($6.00
$9.00/m3)



(5) Heavy tamping Repeated application Cohesionless soils 30 m (possibly >3,300 m' Can obtain high rela-
(dynamic compac- of high-intensity best, other types deeper) live densities. rca-
tion) impacts at surface. can also be im- sonable uniformity.

proved. Relative densities
of 80% or more.

-\0
-.I

(6) Displacement! Highly viscous grout AU soils. Unlimited Small Grout bulbs within
compaction acts as radial hy- compressed soil
grout draulic jack when matrix. Soil mass

pumped in under as a whole is
high pressure. strengthened.

(4) Compaction piles Densification by dis
placement of pile
volume and by vi
bration during driv
ing, increase in lat
eral effective earth
pressure.

Loose sandy soils;
partly saturaled
clayey soils; loess.

>20m >1,000 m' Can obtain high den
sities, good uni
formity. Relative
densities of more
than 80%.

Userul in soils with
fines. Increases rel
ative densities to
nonliquefiable
range. Is used to
prevent liquefac
tion. Provides shear
resistance in hori
zonlal and inclined
directions. Useful
to stabilize slopes
and strengthen p0

tential failure sur
faces or slip circles.

Suitable for some
soils with fines; us
able above and be
low water. In cohe
sionless soils,
induces liquefaction
in controlled and
limited stages and
increases relative
density to poten
tially nonliquefiable
range. Is used to
prevent liquefac
tion.

Increase in soil rela
tive density and
horizontal effective
stress. Reduce lique
faction potential.
Stabilize Ihe ground
against movement.

Moderate to
high

Low ($0.40
$6.OOIm3)

Low to moder
ate ($3.00
$15.oo/m3)

asp, SW, or SM soils that have average relative density equal to or greater than 85 percent and the minimum relative density not less than 80 percent are in general not susceptible to liquefaction
tTM 5-818-1). D'Appolonia (1970) stated that for soil within the zone of inftuence and confinement of the structure foundation. the relative density should not be less than 70 percent. Therefore, a criteria
may be used that relative density increase into the 70--90 percent range is in general considered to prevent liquefaction. These properties of treated materials and applications occur only under ideal
conditions of soil, moisture, and method application. The methods and properties achieved are not applicable and will not occur in all soils.

bApphcations and results of the improvement methods are dependent on: (a) soil profiles, types, and conditions, (b) site conditions, (c) earthquake loading, (d) structure type and condition, and
(e) material and equipment availability. Combinations of the methods will most likely provide the best and most stable solution.

CSite conditions have been classified into three cases. Case I is for beneath structures, Case 2 is for the notMunderwater free field adjacent to a structure, and Case 3 is for the underwater free field
adjacent to a structure.

aThe costs will vary depending on: (a) site workir\g conditions. location, and environment, (b) the location, area, depth, and volume of soil involved, (e) soil type and properties, (d) materials (sand,
gravel, admixtures, etc.), equipment, and skills available, and (e) environmental impact factors. The costs are average values based on: (a) verbal communication from companies providing the service,
(b) current literature, and (c) literature reported costs updated for inflation.

~6 means the method has potential use for Case 3 with special techniques required that would increase the cost.



TABLE 5-2 Continued

Most Suitable Soil Maximum Effective Economic Size of Ideal Properties of Relative
Method Principle Conditionsffypes Treatment Depth Treated Area Treated Material" Applicationsb Casee Costsd

COMPRESSION

(7) Surchargelbut- The weight of a sur- Can be placed on any - >1,000 m' Increase strength and Increase the effective 2 Moderate if
tress chargelbuttress in- soil surface. reduce compressi· confining pressure 3 vertical

creases the lique- bility. in a liquefiable drains used
faction resistance layer. Can be used
by increasing the in conjunction with
effective confining vertical and hori~

pressures in the loOtal drains to re-
foundation. lieve pore water

pressure. Reduce
liquefaction poten-
tial. Useful to pre-
vent movements of
a structure and for
slope stability.

PORE WATER PRESSURE RELIEF-\0 (8) Drains Relief of excess pore Sand, silt, clay. Gravel and sand >1,500 m2• any slze Pore water pressure Prevent liquefaction Gravel Sand and
00 (a) Gravel water pressure to > 30 m; depth limited for wick relief will prevent by gravel drains. and gravel 0.3 m

(b) Sand prevent Hquefac- by vibratory equip- liquefaction. Sand and gravel sand dia. ($11.50-
(c) Wick tion. (Wick drains ment; wick. >45 m drains are installed 2 $21.50/mJ);

(d) Wells (for have comparable vertically; however. t>.' wick ($2.00-
permanent permeability to wick drains can be Wick $4.oo/mJ);

dewatenng) sand drains.) Pri- installed at any an- I dewatering
manly gravel gle. Dewatenng will 2 very expen-
drains; sand/wick prevent liquefaction 3 sive
may supplement but not seismically
gravel drain or re· induced settle-
lieve existing ex- ments.
cess pore water
pressure. Perma-
nent dewatering
with pumps.

INJECTION AND GROUTING

(9) Particulate grout- Penetration grout- Medium to coarse Unlimited Small Impervious. high Eliminate liquefaction I Lowest of
iog ing-fill soil pores sand and gravel. strength with ce- danger. Slope stabi- 2 grout meth-

with soil, cement, ment grout. Voids Ilzation. Could po- 3 ods ($3.00-
and/or clay. filled so they can- tentially be used to $30.oo/mJ)

not collapse under confine an area of
cyclic loading. liquefiable soil so

that liquefied soil
could not flow out
of the area.



(II) Pressure-in- Penetration grout- Medium to coarse Unlimited Small Impervious to some
jected lime ing-fill soil pores sand and gravel. degree. No signifi-

with lime. cant strength in-
crease. Collapse of
voids under cyclic
loading reduced.

(l2)Electrokinetic in- Stabilizing chemicals Saturated sands, silts, Unknown Small Increased strength,
jectioR moved into and fills silty clays. reduced compressi-

soil pores by e1ec- bility, voids filled
tro-osmosis or cal- so they cannot col-
loids into pores by lapse under cyclic
e1ectro-phoresis. loading.

(13) Jet grouting High-speed jets at Sands, silts, clays. Unknown Small Solidified columns

.... depth excavate, in- and walls .

\0 ject, and mix a sta-
\0 bilizer with soil to

fonn columns or
panels.

(10) Chemical grout
ing

Solutions of two or
more chemicals
react in soil pores
to form a gel or a
solid precipitate.

Medium silts and
coarser.

Unlimited Small Impervious, low to
high strength.
Voids filled so they
cannot collapse un
der cyclic loading.

Eliminate liquefaction
danger. Slope stabi
lization. Could p0

tentially be used to
confine an area of
liquefiable soil so
that liquefied soil
could not flow out
of the area. Good
water shutoff.

Reduce liquefaction
potential.

Reduce liquefaction
potential.

Slope stabilization by
providing shear re
sistance in horizon
tal and inclined di
rections, which
strengthens poten·
tial failure surfaces
or slip circles. A
wall could be used
to confine an area
of liquefiable soil so
that liquefied soil
could not ftow out
of the area.

High ($75.00
$250.00/m3)

Low
($10.00/m3)

Expensive

High
$250.00
S650.00/m3

aSP, SW, or SM soils that have average reJative density equal to or greater than 85 percent and the minimum relative density not less than 80 percent are in general not susceptible to liquefaction
(TM 5-818-1). D'Appolonia (1970) stated that for soil within the zone of influence and confinement of the structure foundation, the relative density should not be less than 70 percent. Therefore, a criteria
may be used that relative density increase into the 70--90 percent range is in general considered to prevent liquefaction. These properties of treated materials and applications occur only under ideal
condilions of soil, moisture, and method application. The methods and properties achieved are not applicable and will not occur in all soils.

bApphcations and results of the improvement methods are dependent on: (a) soil profiles, types, and conditions, (b) site conditions, (c) earthquake loading, (d) structure type and condition, and
(e) material and equipment availability. Combinations of the methods will most likely provide the best and most stable solution.

CSite conditions have been classified into three cases. Case t is for beneath structures, Case Z is for the not-underwater free field adjacent to a structure, and Case 3 is for the underwater free field
adjacent to a structure. .,

"The costs will vary depending on: (a) site working conditions, location, and environment, (b) the location, area, depth, and volume of soil involved, (c) soil type and properties, (d) materials (sand,
gravel, admixtures, etc.), equipment, and skills available, and (e) environmental impact factors. The costs are average values based on: (a) verbal communication from companies providing the service,
(b) current literature, and (c) literature reported costs updated for inflation.

e!:J. means the method has potential use for Case 3 with special techniques required that would increase the cost.



TABLE 5-2 Continued

Method Principle
Most Suitable Soil
Conditionsffypes

Maximum Effective
Treatment Depth

Economic Size of
Treated Area

Ideal Properties of
Treated MaterialQ Applicationsb Casee

Relative
Costsd

8

(14) Mix-in-place
piles and walls

Lime, cement, or as
phalt introduced
through rotating au
ger or special io
place mixer.

Sand, silts, clays, all
soft or loose inor
ganic soils.

ADMIXTURE STABILIZATION

>20 m (60 m obtained Small
in Japan)

THERMAL STABILIZATION

Solidified soil piles or
walls of relatively
high strength.

Slope stabilization by
providing shear re
sistance in horizon
tal and inclined di
rections, which
strengthens poten
tial failure surfaces
or slip circles. A
wall could be used
to confine an area
of liquefiable soil so
that liquefied soil
could not now out
of the area.

High
($250.00
$650.00/m3)

(15) In-situ vitrifica
tion

Melts soil in place to
create an obsidian
like vitreous mate
rial.

All soils and rock. >30 m Unknown Solidified soil piles or
walls of high
strength. Imper
vious; more dur
able than granite or
marble; compres
sive strength, 9-11
ksi; splitting tensile
strength, 1-2 ksi.

Slope stabilization by
providing shear re
sistance in horizon
tal and inclined di
rections, which
strengthens poten
tial failure sutfaces
or slip circles. A
wall could be used
to confine an area
of liquefiable soil so
that liquefied soil
could not flow out
of the area.

Moderate
($53.00
$70.00/m3)



SOIL REINFORCEMENT

(16) Vibro-replace
ment stone and
sand columns
(a) Grouted
(b) Not grouted

~ (17) Root piles, soil
nailing

Hole jetted into fine- Sands. silts, clays.
grained soil and
backfilled with
densely compacted
gravel or sand hole
fonned in cohesion-
less soils by vibro
techniques and
compaction of
backfilled gravel or
sand. For grouted
columns, voids
filled with a grout.

Small-diameter inclu- All soils.
SiORS used to carry
tension, shear.
compression.

>30 m (limited by vi
bratory equipme~t)

Unknown

> 1500 m'; fine
grained soils,
>1000 m'

Unknown

Increased vertical and
horizontal load car
rying capacity.
Density increase in
cohesionless soils.
Shorter drainage
paths.

Reinforced zone of
soil behaves as a
coherent mass.

Provides (a) vertical
support, (b) drains
to relieve pore
water pressure, and
(c) shear resistance
in horizontal and
inclined directions.
Used to stabilize
slopes and
strengthen potential
failure surfaces or
slip circles. For
grouted columns,
no drainage pro
vided but increased
shear resistance. In
cohesionless soil,
density increase re
duces liquefaction
potential

Slope stability by
providing shear re
sistance in horizon
tal and inclined di
rections to
strengthen potential
failure surfaces or
slip circles. Both
vertical and ajlgled
placement of the
piles and nails.

I
2
b.'

Moderate
($11.00
$70.00/m3)

Moderate to
high

asp, SW. or SM soils that have average relative density equal to or greater than 85 percent and the minimum relative density not less than 80 percent are in general not susceptible to liquefaction
(TM 5-818-1). D'Appolonia (1970) stated that for soil within the zone of influence and confinement of the structure foundation, the relative density should not be less than 70 percent. Therefore, a criteria
may be used that relative density increase into the 70-90 percent rang~ is in general considered to prevent liquefaction. These properties of treated materials and applications occur only under ideal
conditions of soil, moisture, and method application. The methods and properties achieved are not applicable and will not occur in all soils.

bApplications and results of the improvement methods are dependent on: (a) soil profiles, types, and conditions, (b) site conditions. (c) earthquake loading, (d) structure type and condition, and
(e) material and equipment availability. Combinations of the methods will most likely provide the best and most stable solution.

CSite conditions have been classified into three cases. Case I is for beneath structures. Case 2 is for the not-underwater free field adjacent to a structure, and Case 3 is for the underwater free field
adjacent to a structure .

..trhe costs will vary depending on: (a) site working conditions, location. and environment. (b) the location, area, depth. and volume of soil involved, (c) soil type and properties, (d) materials (sand,
gravel, admixtures, etc.), equipment, and skills available. and (e) environmental impact factors. The costs are average values based on: (a) verbal communication from companies providing the service,
(bl current literature. and (e) literature reported costs updated for inflation.

e6. means the method has potential use for Case 3 with special techniques required that would increase the cost.
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further in this section. Instead this chapter will examine the alternative
remedial measures that are appropriate at the project site.

Actions to Mitigate Liquefaction

There are four general classes of mitigation measures available to the
geotechnical engineer to ensure the desired functionality and safety of
engineered projects subject to liquefaction. These classes are (Silver,
1985):

1. Changing operational procedures for the project (nonstructural
solutions)

2. In-situ improvement
3. Changes to the project structure (structural solutions)
4. Control of undesirable pore water pressures (drainage solutions)

Operational procedures are decision options available to the owner
or responsible operator of a project. After the likelihood of liquefaction
failures and their consequences have been identified by appropriate
investigations and analyses, the responsible entity, fully cognizant of
the consequences of a project failure, may decide to:

• Take no action
• Control, relocate, or warn potentially affected parties to reduce

loss of life or property
• Abandon the proposed or existing project

Although the most feasible operational option must be determined on
a case-by-case basis, examples of the second option could include
restricting access to potential hazard areas, early warning systems
established through local law enforcement officials, and lowering of
reservoirs to reduce inundation areas.

Methods for improving in-situ foundation conditions to reduce
liquefaction susceptibility should consider the following techniques:

• Removal and replacement of unsatisfactory material
• Densification and increase of the lateral in-situ stress
• In-situ improvement by alteration of material
• Grouting or chemical stabilization

Removal and replacement of unsuitable material may be accomplished
by:

• Excavation and engineered compaction of the existing soil
• Excavation and engineered compaction of materials improved with

additives
• Excavation of existing soils and replacement with properly com

pacted nonliquefiable soils
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Densification of in-situ material may be accomplished by:

• Compaction piles
• Vibratory probes
• Vibroflotation
• Compaction grouting
• Dynamic compaction (or consolidation)

Improved or altered in-situ material may be obtained by:

• Mixing in-place material with additives
• Removing in-place material by jetting and replacement with suit

able material

Grouting operations may be carried out by pressure injection of
chemicals, resins, or particulate matter into the voids of the potentially
liquefiable foundation material. Figure 5-1 schematically illustrates the
application of in-situ techniques to earth dams.

Structural solutions to mitigate the effects of liquefied soils in
foundations or embankments can take several forms, but they are
basically additions to the project to either stabilize or replace an
unacceptable structure or foundation. For example, a berm may be
added to the downstream slope of an embankment to increase its
resistance to excessive deformation (slumping). A stable embankment
may be similarly used to retain potentially liquefiable soils and prevent
their flow or lateral spreading. A dam's freeboard could be increased
to accommodate slumping yet retain a full reservoir. Where necessary,
an additional independent structure may replace the function of the
unacceptable structure; this would occur, for example, when a new
downstream dam creates a larger reservoir that contains the original
reservoir.

The questionable foundation support offered by liquefiable soils may
be corrected by the use of end· bearing piles, caissons, or fully
compensated mat foundations designed for the predicted liquefaction
phenomena. Complete removal and replacement of liquefiable soils
have been necessary at some sites because of constraints and demands
beyond the control of foundation engineers. The feasibility of freezing
soils permanently to avert liquefaction may be considered in those
cases that demand the use of in-situ soil. Examples of the use of
structural measures for an earth dam are illustrated schematically in
Figure 5-2.

Drainage solutions for control of undesirabl~ pore pressures can
lead to the acceptable performance of an otherwise liquefiable soil
deposit. Control may be attained through the use of:

• Relief wells (stone columns)
• Dewatering systems
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DENSIFICATION AND INCREASE OF
LATERAL STRESS

- COMPACTION PILES
-.VIBRATORY PROBE
- VIBROFLOTATION
- COMPACTION GROUTING

MATERIAL IMPROVEMENT
- INPLACE MIXING WITH ADDITIVES
- INPLACE JETTING AND REPLACEMENT

GROUTING (CEMENTATION)
- CHEMICAL GROUTING
- PARTICULATE GROUTING

FIGURE 5-1 Schematic illustration of some in
situ improvement techniques to reduce the lique
faction hazard for earth dams. Source: Silver (1985).

• Air injection into pore water
• Drains (e.g., chimney, blanket, and toe)
• Groundwater controls (e.g., ditches, upstream blankets, and plastic

liners)

Control of pore pressures by means of pressure relief wells requires
that the precise nature and extent of liquefiable deposits be well
defined. Also, the likely mechanism of undesirable foundation per
formance resulting from excessive pore pressures must be identified
to provide adequate drainage at critical locations.

Active dewatering systems involve the use of pumps and appropriate
groundwater collection arrangements. In most cases, instrumentation
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CONSTRUCT DOWNSTREAM EARTH BERM

~
l1' .~..,.

,,",#,1'$$;:::::::;~{##M#//$4
. ADEQUATE FOUNDATION SEISMIC STABILITY

INCREASE FREEBOARD WITH BERM

2~ ~____~_E _ _
~ROLLCRETE ==R

RETAINING WALL

DOWNSTREAM BOLSTER SECTION
- ROLLCRETE STRUCTURE THROUGH THE

DOWNSTREAM TOE
- REINFORCED EARTH STRUCTURE THROUGH

THE DOWNSTREAM TOE

NEW DOWNSTREAM CROSS SECTION
- PHYSICAL SEPARATION FROM EXISTING CROSS SECTION

FIGURE 5-2 Schematic illustration of the use of structural measures to reduce the
liquefaction hazard for earth dams. Source: Silver (1985).

for performance verification, such as piezometers. and an early warning
method to detect rising groundwater levels are necessary. Precautions
to prevent piping of fines from the foundation material during the
lifetime of the project are necessary for this mitigation option.

Air injection into the pore water of potentially liquefiable soils has
been discussed as <\ possible method of averting liquefaction. Lique
faction could be averted because the pores of the soil are partially
filled with air so that compaction of the soil skeleton during seismic
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FREEZING
- FREEZE SOILS THAT CAN LOOSE STRENGTH

FIGURE 5-3 Schematic illustration of the use of groundwater
control measures to reduce the liquefaction hazard for earth
dams. Source: Silver (1985).

shaking does not appreciably increase the pore pressure. To date,
however, there are no known applications of this technique.

Drains are an important class of method to reduce pore pressures
in either liquefiable or nonliquefiable soils. Drains are most often
incorporated into the design and construction of new facilities; in dams
these may take the form of chimney drains, blanket drains, toe drains,
and collector systems.

Areal groundwater controls are used to maintain known groundwater
levels beneath the project. Plastic liners for ponds, upstream blankets
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for reservoir projects, perimeter ditches to intercept groundwater
flows, and slurry walls to serve as barriers to groundwater flow are all
typical installations to accomplish areal groundwater control.

Figure 5-3 illustrates the application ofgroundwater control measures
for earth dams.

General Considerations in the Selection of Remedial
Measures

Feasibi Iity

If remedial measures are required at an eXIsting site, the potential
methods most applicable for the site need to be identified and then
studied for feasibility. For new sites, only in-situ improvement and
drainage-type solutions would generally be considered.

For existing sites, nonstructural/operational solutions and structural
solutions involve leaving the suspect material in place. Such solutions
require that either satisfactory analyses of all potential failure modes
be completed or that the potential consequences are acceptable. In
general, the feasibility of in-situ improvement or drainage methods
requires pilot studies at the site to verify that the effects of the proposed
treatment will be accomplished. Field (and some laboratory) testing
or monitoring will be required during the pilot program and can serve
to establish the quality control measures for the treatment.

In-situ treatment methods generally remove the primary failure mode
from consideration so that analysis is not required. However, some
methods of in-situ improvement have been suggested that involve
improvement or construction of columns or zones of treated ground
while leaving the remainder untreated. Although such a support system
can be analyzed by making an .assumption that the stronger zones
remain intact and stable, such a response is not certain. The use of
such "islands" of improvement requires site-specific study before it
can be offered as a recommended practice.

Effects of Remedial Measures Outside the Treatment Zone

Treatment is usually directed toward elimination of a specific failure
mode. Care must be exercised to ensure that the treatment does not
inadvertently produce an adverse response mechanism under a static
or dynamic loading. Although specific cases of treatment producing
an adverse secondary effect are not known and must be examined on
a site-specific basis, several general scenarios can be postulated:

• In-situ densification of a foundation could produce settlement and
resultant cracking of the existing structure.
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• Drainage by relief wells or other means could increase hydraulic
gradient and thereby increase the piping potential; thus, any drainage
system should be designed with an adequate filter.

• Local densification of an area of the foundation or dam and
foundation may result in differential settlement, resulting in cracking
between portions of the structure overlying the treated and untreated
foundation.

• Removal and repiacement of potentially liquefiable material down
stream of a dam may create an unstable seepage condition during the
construction process.

Although the conditions cited may be remote, they serve as reminders
to use common sense and good engineering judgment in correcting a
problem. Correction protects against a hazard that is recognized but
not easily analyzed. Treatment must not only correct the obvious
problem but also guard against localized excessive strains and provide
defense against potential secondary effects of cracking and piping.

Cost Versus Treatment Certainty

Remedial measures for liquefaction protection provide different levels
of engineering confidence. Removal and replacement of material would
be a virtually certain solution, while in-situ densification methods
provide an estimated degree of improvement that may be considerably
less certain and difficult to verify. Thus, in addition to direct construc
tion costs, the value of the engineering confidence in the solution
needs to be weighed.

Evaluation of a Specific Course of Action

Once a seismic stability problem has been identified and a decision for
treatment has been made, the owner and the engineer are faced with
a decision on the specific remedial measures to be taken. Any remedial
work is bound to be expensive, and the profession has little experience
for guidance. Among the difficulties confronting the engineer is veri
fication that the work will positively improve stability. Thus, verifi
ability will be an important consideration in determining the best course
of action in a particular case.

For some sites and structures, state-of-the-art techniques cannot
guarantee the seismic stability. In that case, a decision must be made
on what remedial measures or other courses of action are required.
This obviously will be a very difficult decision and one that will be
made at the policy levels within an organization, although it will require
much technical assistance and advice from the engineer.

Because each structure and each site is unique, there will never be
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a routine or "cookbook" approach to seismic stabilization treatment,
but preliminary study of the problem suggests that there is a limited
number of approaches from which to choose. The one that is most
appropriate for a particular case will depend on the nature of the threat
to stability, the consequences of failure, and the costs and benefits of
remedial measures.

In the following paragraphs, specific courses of action are discussed
that are identified as being potentially feasible, depending on the
specific case or site conditions. The text (Marcuson and Franklin,
1983) and Table 5-2 (Ledbetter, 1985) provide information on some
remedial improvements that can be made to the site and structure.
Included are comments on the technical feasibility and adequacy of
the mitigation measures, the possibility of verifying that the desired
results have in fact been obtained, and data on cost to the extent that
they are available. Implicit in the descriptions of methods are the long
term performance and maintenance requirements related to each
remedial measure; these latter points must be fully evaluated. Com
munity support for cost-effective seismic safety measures is often
critical; therefore, positive public perception of the impact of these
remedial measures must be promoted.

In-Situ Improvements

The efficacy of various forms of in-situ treatment is related to the grain
size of the soil. Figure 5-4 summarizes this information, showing for
comparison the grain size distributions most susceptible to liquefaction.

Grouting
The use of chemical and/or cement grout will increase the strength
and stiffness of the foundation. Also, chemical and cement grouts are
commonly used to reduce groundwater flow because they reduce
average permeability. The increase in strengths in zones where the
grout has penetrated can be verified by undisturbed sampling and
testing. On the negative side, the decrease in permeability increases
the drainage time and could increase the chance of postearthquake
instability problems. Grouting is extremely expensive, and it is difficult
to predict where the grout will go.

Grouts do not effectively penetrate silts and fine sands, so it cannot
be guaranteed that continuous zones of liquefiable material will not
remain even after a diligently executed grouting program. Additionally,
there is a toxicity problem with some grouting chemicals; environmental
considerations would preclude their use. If grouting is successful, it is
a permanent solution that would require only infrequent verification.
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FIGURE 5-4 Applicable grain size ranges for soil improvement methods. Jagged lines
at the ends of a bar indicate the uncertainty of applicability of the method. Source:
Ledbetter (1985).

In-Situ Densification of the Foundation
Experience indicates that vibroflotation or the use of compaction piles
with soil replacement can increase the relative density of foundation
sands to about 70 percent. In most cases such an improvement would
be adequate to preclude flow failures, but present knowledge suggests
that large strains are still possible in the event of major earthquakes.
Such techniques have been used to densify sands prior to construction,
but they have not yet been used under an existing dam.

Under favorable conditions, such an approach would have the
advantage of moderate cost as compared to some other methods, and
the increase of density can be verified approximately using CPT, SPT,
fixed-piston undisturbed samples, and measurements of surface heave
and displacement. On the other hand, problems of differential settle
ments result. In fact, differential settlements are unavoidable and the
potential for cracking and piping would be relatively high. Also,
remolding of the sands by the densification process would mean that
the gain in strength because of densification would be partially offset
by the loss of the beneficial effects of age (and perhaps cementation)
on the sand structure~ Densification is a permanent solution and
requires no maintenance.

Several in-situ densification techniques have been successfully used
or are under development. These include compaction· piles, dynamic
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consolidation, vibratory probes, jet grouting, and compaction. Selec
tions among these alternatives must include depth of treatment re
quired, character of soils to be treated, and other factors.

Structural Solutions

The design of a new structure can, to some extent, incorporate features
that would enhance its ability to resist damage in the event that
liquefaction occurs on all or part of the site. It also may be possible
to modify existing structures to reduce the consequences of liquefac
tion. It may be possible to reconstruct an existing structure incremen
tally, thereby permitting continued partial use. Features that enhance
a structure's ability to withstand liquefaction damage include:

• Ductility
• Ability to accommodate large deformations
• Redundancy in foundation and superstructures
• Capacity for adjustment of supports to correct differential settle

ment (leveling)
• A foundation design that can span soft spots, such as a unified,

stiff foundation mat
• Partial buoyancy (limited feasibility)

The foregoing solutions may lessen the possibility of serious damage,
but probably will not completely solve the problem. They are most
likely to be attractive for structures where some damage is acceptable
and when other mitigations are too costly.

Structural approaches that would mitigate the effect of liquefaction
include:

• Surcharge
• Replacement of structure
• Increased freeboard (for a dam)
.. Decreases in shear stresses applied by the structure to the soil in

question, as by constructing berms

Surcharge
In many instances stability can be improved by a surcharge that will
result in higher effective confining stresses. This increase in initial
effective stress increases the cyclic strength and the shear modulus of
cohesionless soils. For dams, a surcharge may take the form of a
berm. Verification of such action is straightforward since it relies only
on measurements ofgeometry. On the other hand, preliminary analyses
of the increase in liquefaction resistance show that modest surcharges
will produce modest improvements in cyclic strength. Verification of
the ultimate safety requires reliance on the definition of the design
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earthquake, on the accurate measurement of liquefaction resistance
from SPT or laboratory tests, and on the accurate prediction of cyclic
stresses from a dynamic analysis. A temporary surcharge in combi
nation with drainage wicks or devices may sometimes be used to
increase in-situ density.

Replacement in a New Location
An extreme solution to the problem of a potentially unstable structure
would be to build a replacement structure. Such a solution can be
made almost totally safe except in the epicentral region of earthquakes
with magnitudes greater than 8.0. For example, with the new structure
all doubtful materials could be removed from the foundation and dense
rolled-filled earth could be used for backfill. Such a solution presents
the problems of high expense and the possible requirement of a new
environmental impact statement. In some cases an acceptable site for
the replacement structure may not exist.

Drainage Soilltions

Dewatering
A potential solution is the permanent dewatering of saturated l.iquefiable
zones. This would increase the effective stress, strength, and moduli,
all of which would benefit stability. Also, partially saturated materials
generally are not susceptible to seismically induced liquefaction.
Positive factors include the facts that the liquefaction threat is elimi
nated even if the dewatering system does not survive the earthquake,
and that if dewatering is successful it is completely effective, which
can be easily verified by piezometers and geophysical techniques.

Dewatering a foundation sand below the water table is easier said
than done. It might require continuous pumping as well as upstream
and downstream slurry trenches, and even then there is no guarantee
at the outset that an allu·vial foundation can be dewatered. Positive
seepage cutoff can be used in conjunction with a dewatering system
to provide the required treatment.

Reduction in Drainage Paths
Stone columns or relief wells could be installed to reduce the lengths
of drainage paths, thus allowing drainage and pore pressure dissipation
to occur during the earthquake. Limited drainage greatly reduces pore
pressure buildup during cyclic loading. (Stone columns were installed
at the Jensen Filtration Plant following the San Fernando earthquake.)
The effectiveness of the stone columns or relief wells could be verified
with field pumping tests and piezometers. On the negative side, there
is no proven way to install graded filters around stone columns, and
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consequently there is no way to eliminate the possibility of piping.
There is also no guarantee that these drains will not clog with time.
Furthermore, there is no available field testing method to verify the
performance of this action short of the actual earthquake occurrence.

Operational Solutions for Dams

Several nonstructural measures are particularly applicable to dams and
may be worth considering for other structures in special situations.
These measures are:

• Limiting public access to areas that might be dangerous in a
liquefaction situation (e.g., down·stream areas for dams).

• Lowering the maximum water level in the reservoir.

No Remedial Action

In some cases it may be concluded that the probability and conse
quences of failure are sufficiently small that the risk is a tolerable one
and requires no remedial action. The reasoning behind such a course
of action follows from the fact that major earthquakes are, in general,
rare events. Maximum earthquakes have return periods of hundreds
to tens of thousands of years. If the structure can be shown to be safe
for lesser earthquakes with shorter return periods, then the risk might
be acceptable, especially if only economic loss is involved. Certainly,
some level of risk must be acceptable, since there is no such thing as
"zero risk." In the case of dams the hydraulic design admits some
probability of overtopping failure for floods larger than the "probable
maximum flood." The estimated return periods of floods used for
designing dams span 200 to 500 years.

It can be argued that the risk of failure due to an earthquake does
not need to be smaller than the risk of overtopping failure, but the
level of risk should be in balance with the public interest in the areas
of safety, economics, and social impact. Ultimately, a decision on
what constitutes an acceptable level of risk is one of public policy and
is not a proper exercise of engineering judgment.

Negative factors in the "no action" option include the following:

• Engineers will have many problems in presenting the risk-based
analysis and design to the public, primarily because of lack of
experience.

• The present data base on return periods of earthquakes is weak.
• Presently, no more than a judgment can be made about the

combined probability of experiencing the design earthquake and having
the structure fail.
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Summary

This chapter has discussed various ways of mitigating the potential for
liquefaction, Technical and nontechnical considerations used in se
lecting the most appropriate alternatives have been examined, A
shopping list of some of the alternatives has been provided and
discussed in terms of technical adequacy, field verifiability, cost, long
term performance, environmental impact, and other factors, This
discussion is not meant to be exhaustive but rather gives the owner
or decision maker an idea of some of the issues involved,

Table 5-2 presents some considerations for 17 procedures to improve
liquefiable soil foundation conditions, Careful consideration must be
given to the technical feasibility and effectiveness of each procedure
and its limitations, The short-term and long-term impacts on the
public's needs and its perception of the effect of procedures on the
environment must be carefully evaluated,

Research needs suggested in other parts of this report will largely
satisfy the research required to improve understanding of how to
lessen the potential for liquefaction, For example, research aimed at
providing insight into the basic mechanism of how a dam fails when
liquefied will also shed light on how best to stabilize the dam,

There is very little field experience to provide guidance in dealing
with the treatment of sites and structures that have potential seismic
liquefaction problems, Consequently, as owners and engineers start
to deal with these problems in the late 1980s and 1990s, they must feel
their way carefully and must be diligent in collecting and making full
use of whatever relevant experience is available, This requires careful
documentation of case histories,
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Research Needs

The damaging effects of soil liquefaction were brought to the attention
of engineers in 1964 by the disastrous earthquake in Niigata, Japan.
Since then, impressive developments have been made in recognizing
liquefaction hazards, understanding liquefaction phenomena, analyzing
and evaluating the potential for liquefaction at a site, and developing
the technology for mitigating liquefaction hazards. It is now known
that liquefaction can occur in a variety of situations with soils of
different properties and under stress conditions having different char
acteristics. Consequently, present methods require more expansion,
especially through applied research to improve the assessment and
mitigation of liquefaction hazard. To support applied research, there
is a need for basic studies into the mechanisms of liquefaction under
earthquake stresses. Such basic research can assist in extending and
refining the practical methods.

All liquefaction problems have economic consequences that result
in public and governmental involvement. Better public and govern
mental understanding of liquefaction and liquefaction engineering can
provide needed support for research and for the development and
implementation of remedial measures to improve structures and soil
deposits to resist liquefaction. Societal issues concerning public aware
ness, zoning, and planning will continue to be important in liquefaction
studies. The impact of these issues, however, requires more study
than has been performed to date.

International cooperation on liquefaction research offers the possi
bility of significant benefits. Both Japan and China have frequently
experienced liquefaction during earthquakes, sometimes with wide
spread costly damage. In some ways, particularly in field studies,
research on liquefaction in these two countries is ahead of such
research in the United States.

Specific research needs were identified by participants at the work
shop. These needs have been categorized under two general headings:
new initiatives and vital continuing studies.
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New Initiatives

LIQUEFACTION OF SOILS DURING EARTHQUAKES

There are a number of research needs that have recently emerged as
being important. Some of these initiatives are under way but are recent
enough to be considered as new. The new initiatives identified by the
committee involve: (1) instrumentation in highly seismic regions, (2)
study of the liquefaction of soils other than clean sands, (3) methods
of evaluating the magnitude of permanent soil deformations caused by'
earthquakes, (4) validation of the improved behavior of treated foun
dations and soils and procedures to predict the performance of at-risk
building structures, (5) in-situ study of the state-of-stress effect, (6)
centrifuged model tests on idealized soil structures, and (7) the use of
explosive-generated stress waves.

1. Instrumentation of a limited number of selected sites is needed
in highly seismic regions, where there is a high probability that
liquefaction will soon occur, and at saturated cohesionless sites where
pore pressure is expected to increase without liquefaction occurring.
The installation of field instrumentation (e.g., pore pressure transducers
and recorders, strong-motion accelerometers) at both types of site
should proceed as expeditiously as possible.

The areas of anticipated liquefaction should include level and sloping
ground so that differences in effects under these conditions can be
identified and recorded. In addition, the characteristics of the sites
should be determined before the anticipated earthquake to provide a
knowledge of preearthquake conditions. (Sites where liquefaction will
not occur in the near future are of lower priority in this regard since
their characteristics are not likely to be significantly changed by the
effects ofthe earthquake shaking; the soils' properties can be explored
after an earthquake if necessary.) The requirements for the selection
and instrumentation of one or more field sites are treated in more
detail later in this chapter.

It has been observed that certain sites reliquefy during aftershocks,
after liquefying during the main earthquake. Depending on the mag
nitude of the main shock, strong aftershocks occur after intervals of
days to months. A substantial amount of information could be obtained
by rapid deployment ofequipment after a moderate to large earthquake,
even if no pore pressure instrumentation were in place at the time of
the main shock. Therefore short-term results can be obtained if portable
installations are made ready for mobilization to record events associated
with aftershocks. This arrangement avoids the maintenance and reli
ability problems that plague long-term installation of electrical gauges
in saturated soil.

2. Study is needed of the liquefaction of soils other than clean sands.
Recent field experience in China and in Idaho suggests that our
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understanding of the dynamic strength of gravels and gravelly soils is
not complete and that these soils can be susceptible to liquefaction.
The study of gravels and gravelly soils is made difficult by sampling
problems and by the large-scale equipment needed to test these
materials in the laboratory. The potential use of these soils in remedial
measures to improve safety against liquefaction emphasizes the need
for a basic understanding of how such materials behave under dynamic
loading.

On the other hand, understanding of those soil characteristics that
preclude liquefaction is important to identify in-situ conditions where
liquefaction may not be a concern. Experience shows that many soils
with plasticity do not experience significant loss of strength in earth
quakes. Substantial benefits will be derived from a better understanding
of the limits (e.g., on grain size distribution, plasticity index, liquidity
index, and permeability) outside which dynamic loss of soil strength
and liquefaction instability need not be considered.

3. Methods of evaluating the magnitude of permanent soil defor
mations induced by earthquake shaking, while considered in the past,
have emerged as a pressing need to understand the dynamic behavior
of structures and soil deposits. Both triggering 'and dynamic soil
strength must be considered in studying the effect of liquefaction or
high pore pressures on deformations. Calculations based upon realistic
constitutive models are needed to help comprehend the development
of permanent deformations and progressive failure. The causes and
development of delayed failure also require study. Understanding
conditions under which unrestrained flow will develop is more advanced
than understanding conditions when limited strain will take place. This
difference in strain potential has important consequences when deter
mining the safety of all classes of projects and requires immediate
study.

4. Validation of the improved behavior of foundations and soil
structures that have been treated to increase dynamic stability has
become a major need. The number of case studies concerning the
stability of natural deposits far exceeds field evidence of improved
behavior of deposits that have been altered by drainage or in-situ soil
improvement. Almost completely lacking are case histories involving
sites or earth structures that have been improved and then subjected
to earthquake shaking. This type ofdocumentation should be developed
wherever possible, and the relevant studies can be combined, in some
cases, with fundamental investigations of pore pressure development
in untreated adjacent regions of natural or fill soils.

It is necessary to develop procedures for analyzing and determining
the probable performance of buildings constructed on soil deposits
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vulnerable to liquefaction in the free field but for which the behavior
under building loads may be significantly different. This is an especially
important problem in built-up areas where liquefaction is likely,
particularly for foundations that rely on deep piles that penetrate
liquefiable soils and for wharf facilities built behind sheet piles or other
types of bulkheads.

5. In-situ study of the effect of state of stress is also important for
a better understanding of how remedial measures may be used to
reduce the potential for soil liquefaction. It is known that in-situ
densification and increase in lateral stress act together to improve
dynamic soil strength. The ability to measure the in-situ state of stress
(Ko) in soils susceptible to liquefaction would be a powerful tool to
help verify that a remedial measure has adequately reduced liquefaction
susceptibility.

6. Centrifuge model tests on idealized soil structures are needed to
provide insights into mechanisms of failure associated with soil liq
uefaction. Such tests also may provide data for checking the applica
bility of analytical methods related to soil liquefaction. Model tests at
normal gravity on very large shaking tables, permitting use of earth
masses a meter or more in thickness, also have potential value.

7. The use of explosion-generated stress waves for studying lique
faction should be pursued. This offers the possibility of making detailed
measurements on the process of liquefaction at prepared and instru
mented sites. Although explosion-generated stress waves differ in
characteristics from earthquake-generated stress waves, they do pro
vide the possibility of examining the mechanism of liquefaction under
controlled conditions.

Vital Continuing Studies

Although work in- the following topic areas has been under way for
some time, it is essential that research along these lines continue.
Work of this type forms the vital backbone of liquefaction studies.

1. Continued investigations are needed of recent earthquake sites
where liquefaction has occurred, or where unexpectedly it did not
occur. The object here is to provide well-documented case histories
that will yield insights' into the liquefaction potential of soils, and data
that can be used to explore the validity of analyses of experimental
concepts and to refine and develop empirical correlations.

2. Continuing research is needed into new methods of measuring in
situ properties that reflect the liquefaction characteristics of soils,
providing a reliable basis for identifying potentially liquefiable and
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nonliquefiable sites. Most work to date has related liquefaction con
ditions to penetration test data, but other in-situ techniques need to
be developed, especially for conditions where standard types of
penetration tests (e.g., SPT and CPT) cannot be used.

3. Continued attention should be given to the development of
laboratory tests procedures that will provide improved methods of
characterizing the liquefaction properties of soils. This subject has
received much attention in the past, but there are still important aspects
that need clarification or in which new and important contributions
can be made.

4. At a basic level there is a need for imaginative, continued
development of constitutive (stress-strain) relations for soils applicable
to the special circumstances of liquefaction. Both field instrumentation
projects and centrifuge tests to evaluate the applications of such
theories should be made.

Establishment of an International Experimental Site

In view of the particular importance attached to observations during
actual earthquakes, the possibility of establishing an experimental site
should be explored. Its general purpose would be to obtain field
measurements of such factors as accelerations, pore pressures, and
deformations under structures or within earth structures during actual
earthquakes. Use of the site and data should be open to any researcher
for testing field, laboratory, and theoretical techniques.

Obviously the site must be established at a location where strong
ground motions can be expected within 5 to 10 years. For example,
the success of the SMART ground motion array in Taiwan would make
it a strong candidate for site selection,and a significant earthquake at
Parkfield, California, has 1?een predicted for the time period 1985
1992.* Earthquakes are expected in the southern California region
during the next decade. Other locations, possibly in Japan, may also
be available.

It will be necessary to establish an organization to develop, operate,
and manage such a site. One essential step is a thorough exploration
of the site to establish the basic characteristics of the soils (and rocks)
present. Any structures such as embankments must be constructed,
and all recording equipment must be installed, maintained, and oper-

*Since the workshop, the U.S. Geological Survey and Brigham Young University have
proceeded with plans to place instruments at a free-field level ground site in Cholame
Valley near Parkfield. This is an important step, but it falls short of the objectives of
the proposed experimental site. Furthermore, being on private land. the Cholame Valley
site might not be available as an international test site.
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ated. Possibly the organization would be responsible for at least some
degree of processing of recorded data.

Researchers using the site, or data from the site, would be funded
separately from the funding for the development and operation of the
site. A somewhat analogous situation is the large-scale structural
testing under the U.S.-Japan program, where participation of the U.S.
researchers in prediction of behavior and analysis of results was
encouraged via a Request for Proposals.

It is recommended that consideration be given to forming a group
to develop such a plan in more detail-identifying the best site, defining
specific plans for construction of structures and concerning instru
mentation, and preparing cost estimates for the development and
operation of the site.
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