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PREFACE

The National Center for Earthquake Engineering Research (NCEER) is devoted to the expansion
and dissemination of knowledge about earthquakes, the improvement of earthquake-resistant
design, and the implementation of seismic hazard mitigation procedures to minimize loss of lives
and property. The emphasis is on structures and lifelines that are found in zones of moderate to
high seismicity throughout the United States.

NCEER's research is being carried out in an integrated and coordinated manner following a
structured program. The current research program comprises four main areas:

• Existing and New Structures
• Secondary and Protective Systems
• Lifeline Systems
• Disaster Research and Planning

This technical report pertains to Program 1, Existing and New Structures, and more specifically
to Reliability Analysis and Risk Assessment.

The long term goal of research in Existing and New Structures is to develop seismic hazard
mitigation procedures through rational probabilistic risk assessment for damage or collapse of
structures, mainly existing buildings, in regions of moderate to high seismicity. This work relies
on improved definitions of seismicity and site response, experimental and analytical evaluations
of systems response, and more accurate assessment of risk factors. This technology will be
incorporated in expert systems tools and improved code formats for existing and new structures.
Methods of retrofit will also be developed. When this work is completed, it should be possible to
characterize and quantify societal impact of seismic risk in various geographical regions and
large municipalities. Toward this goal, the program has been divided into five components, as
shown in the figure below:

Program Elements:

Seismicity, Ground Motions
and Seismic Hazards Estimates

Reliability Analysis
and Risk Assessment

Expert Systems

iii

Tasks:
Earthquake Hazards Estimates,
Ground Motion Estimates,
New Ground Motion Insuumentation,
Earthquake & Ground Motion nata Base.

Site Response Estimates,
Large Ground Defonnation Estimates,
Soil-Strocture Interaction.

Typical Stroctures and Critical Stroctural Components:
Testing and Analysis;
Modem Analytical Tools.

Vulnerability Analysis,
Reliability Analysis,
Risk Assessment,
Code Upgrading.

Architectural and Stroetural Design,
Evaluation of Existing Buildings.



Reliability Analysis and Risk Assessment research constitutes one of the important areas of
Existing and New Structures. Current research addresses, among others, the following issues:

1. Code issues - Development of a probabilistic procedure to determine load and resis­
tance factors. Load Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) includes the investigation of
wind vs. seismic issues, and of estimating design seismic loads for areas of moderate
to high seismicity.

2. Response modification factors - Evaluation of RMFs for buildings and bridges which
combine the effect of shear and bending.

3. Seismic damage - Development of damage estimation procedures which include a
global and local damage index, and damage control by design; and development of
computer codes for identification of the degree of building damage and automated
damage-based design procedures.

4. Seismic reliability analysis of building structures - Development of procedures to
evaluate the seismic safety of buildings which includes limit states corresponding to
serviceability and collapse.

5. Retrofit procedures and restoration strategies.
6. Risk assessment and societal impact.

Research projects concerned with Reliability Analysis and Risk Assessment are carried out to
provide practical tools for engineers to assess seismic risk to structures for the ultimate purpose
of mitigating societal impact.

As part of the study of seismic risk to existing buildings designed only for wind loads, this report
analyzes the forces in typical flat slab buildings for wind and seismic effects. The elastic and
nonlinear seismic responses are compared with the provided capacities for two existing build­
ings. The need for better definition ofseismic input in the New York City area is demonstrated.
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ABSTRACT

This report examines the seismic response of typical high rise reinforced concrete
residential structures. The findings are of importance in:

- the evaluation of the inherent seismic resistance of such structures, designed only for
wind induced lateral forces, and

- in the evaluation on the effect of implementation of specific design requirements.

The conclusions, based on the examination of two existing high rise flat plate struc­
tures, show that although specific design parameters (drift, base shear, overturning mo­
ment) exceed those induced by static wind pressure, the inherent capacity of these struc­
tures may be sufficient to resist moderate seismic excitation, if the structure satisfies wind
drift design criteria.
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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

This report examines the seismic resistance of reinforced concrete, high rise, residential

structures not designed to resist seismic excitation. This class of structures is frequently

constructed by using flat plate structures, where lateral force resistance is provided by

shear walls in stairs and elevator cores, and occassionally by additional rigid frames on the

perimeter. Two existing buildings were chosen for this study, which contain most of the

typical and relevant features of these classes of structures in the New York city area. The

lateral force resistance of the structures satisfies building code requirements with respect

to wind. The report compares the response to seismic excitation with that of static wind

response.

Depending on the intensity of the postulated seismic excitation (response spectrum), the

amplitude of the seismic response was found generally to be much larger than that due

to wind. On the other hand, because wind design is governed not by strength, but by

drift requirements, (i.e. stiffness) it was observed that the required lateral force resistance

against seismic excitation, which is sensitive to the input spectrum, is frequently well within

the capacity of the structure. The implication of these findings are significant for future

consideration in the evaluation of the economic impact of seismic design requirements in

the New York region.

The seismic analysis was executed by taking into account the non-linear response of

the structure. A simple non-linear model was used for this purpose and it was found that

the ductility factor method provides reliable results, thereby simplifying the analysis of

this class of structures.
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SECTION 2
WIND AND SEISMIC BEHAVIOR

High rise residential buildings in New York City are usually constructed of reinforced

concrete flat plate systems, where the floor slabs are supported directly on the columns.

These high rise buildings are designed to resist lateral wind loadings, usually through a

system of shear wall core and an outside framing system consisting of vertical columns

and horizontal spandrel beams. These buildings are neither designed nor detailed to resist

lateral seismic loads. In this section of the report, a comparison between the response of

typical flat plate/slab buildings to wind and seismic loads is made.

In order to make such a comparison, two existing buildings of the type under consideration

have been chosen. They are analyzed for wind and seismic loads. A comparison between

the responses of the two buildings is made, using appropriate response measures. Finally,

some conclusions are drawn from these comparisons.

2-1 Choice of Typical NYC Buildings

Two actual buildings were chosen for this study, referred to as NY1 and NY2. These two

buildings contain most of the features relevant to this class of structures. This insures that

the results and conclusions of this study are typical for a wide range of buildings. The

features of the two buildings include, among others, the presence or absence of spandrel

beams, height aspect ratio, torsional effects and typical spans between the columns. In

what follows, a brief description is given of the different features of the two buildings.

2-1-1 Description of NY1

Figures 2-1 and 2-2 show an elevation view and a typical plan of NY1. It is a residential

building of forty stories in New York City. The lateral load resisting system is mainly the

elevator core in the center of the building. Each floor is a reinforced concrete flat slab

resting directly on the vertical columns. The slab directly carries the weight of the outside
walls, so there are no spandrel beams used in the building. The spans between the columns

are typical for this type of construction. The building has almost symmetrical floor plan,

so torsional modes are not expected to be important for either seismic or wind behavior.

The global coordinate system (X,Y,Z, with Z being the vertical axis) of figure 2-2 is used

throughout this study. Table 2-1 shows the general overall dimensions of the building. The

height to width ratio of the building makes it very slender in the Y-direction, while being

moderately slender in the X-direction.
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TABLE 2-1 General Dimensions - NY1

Direction Dimension (feet)

X-Direction 144

Y-Direction 183

Z-Direction (Height) 222

I
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The building was designed to resist lateral wind loads as required by the New York City

building code [11]. As it turned out, the steel reinforcement in the shear wall core was
the minimum required by the ACI-83 design code [1]. The critical direction for the wind

design was the V-direction, as expected.

2-1-2 Description of NY2

Figure 2-3 shows a typical plan of the second building of this study, NY2, which has twenty

four stories. The lateral load carrying mechanism is the sum of the following two systems:

1. Shear walls representing the elevator and stair cores.

11. A frame system on the outside perimeter. It consists of vertical columns and horizontal

spandrel beams, which carry the outside wall of the building.

Figure 2-3 also shows the global coordinate system which is referred to in the rest of this

study. The building has an '1' shaped floor plan which indicates possible major torsional

effects during seismic or wind loading events. The floor system is a flat plate/slab system
which is supported directly on the vertical interior columns. Table 2-11 shows the general

overall dimensions of the building. It is not as slender as NY1 in both the X- and the

V-directions.

The building was designed to resist lateral wind loads as required by the BDCA building

code [6]. Similar to NY1, the steel reinforcement in the shear wall core was the minimum

required by the ACI-83 design code [1]. The critical direction for the wind design was the

X-direction, as expected.

2-2 Mathematical Model of the Two Buildings

The public domain computer code ETABS [16] was utilized for this study. The program

is specialized for the linear static and dynamic analysis of multi-story structures. It has a

wide range of structural modeling capabilities, including the ability to model shear walls,

columns and beams. It can handle static wind and vertical loads, modal analysis as well

as seismic spectral and time history analysis. Three dimensional modeling of buildings is

a standard feature of the program.

A three dimensional mathematical model was prepared for each of the two buildings under

consideration. All shear walls, columns, girders and structural slabs were included in

the model of each building. The reinforced concrete structural elements were assumed to

be uncracked, and the steel reinforcements were ignored, which is the customary way of

modeling reinforced concrete buildings for linear analysis.
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TABLE 2-11 General Dimensions - NY2

Direction Dimension (feet)

X-Direction 110

V-Direction 56

Z-Direction (Height) 397
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Three sets of computations were performed using ETABS. They are:

1. Modal analysis. This was needed in order to gain some insight into the dynamic

properties of the systems under consideration.

11. Wind analysis. These were static analysis runs. The deformations as well as the

internal forces due to wind were calculated for the two buildings.

m. Seismic spectral analysis. Seismic deformations as well as seismic internal forces were

calculated. Several input design spectra were used in the analysis.

2-3 Seismic Input Spectra

Three design seismic spectra categories were considered for the purpose of this study.

These categories are described below:

1. National design codes. There are several national design seismic spectra available for

design engineers. These codes include the ATC-3 [3] and the UBC [14] among others.

Although the two buildings were analyzed using both ATC-3 and the UBC (both 1985

and the 1988 recommended modifications), only the results using the ATC-3 design

spectrum are reported here.

11. Existing structures. The newly published ATC-14 [4] recommends the use of a design

spectrum during the checking of, and retrofitting of, existing structures. The ATC-14

requirements are, of course, less stringent than those of ATC-3.

m. Site dependent spectra. One of the major problems with using a general purpose

'national' seismic code is that it may overlook the special conditions of particular

city or site. This is true for New York City in particular, and the east coast of the

United States in general, [5], [12] and [13]. The 'national' seismic design spectra were

developed for site conditions similar to those of the west coast of the United States.

Studies are under way, and many more are needed, to establish the specific seismic

design requirements of the east coast of the United States. One of the few available

site dependent response spectra for New York City is reported in reference [15]. This

spectrum is used in the present study and is referred to as the GWB spectrum.

Figure 2-4 shows the various design spectra as calculated for New York City site. Note

that all the design spectra which were used in this study, including those of figure 2-4, are

"elastic" spectra, i.e. buildings designed using any of them will have no ductility demands.

The use of "elastic" spectra is needed since NYI and NY2 were designed only for wind

loading, and no special ductility provisions were observed in the design.
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2-4 Modal Analysis Results

Figure 2-5 shows the first two fundamental modes of NY1, while figure 2-6 shows the

first two fundamental modes of NY2. The taller building, NY1, shows more bending type

behavior than shear in the first mode, while NY2, the shorter of the two buildings, shows

a more dominant shear effect in its first mode. The bending effect increases for both

buildings in the second mode.

An interesting, but not surprising, observation from the modal analysis of the two struc­

tures is that the fundamental periods (in each of the horizontal directions) are about twice

those predicted by empirical formulae predicted by national building codes, such as the

Uniform Building Code (DBC) [14]. Table 2-3 show the calculated fundamental periods of

the two buildings using the present 3-D mathematical model and using the UBC empirical

formulae. This is an understandable result since flat plate/slab type construction were not

considered in developing seismic design codes.

Another important observation is that the coupling between torsional and lateral modes
is of no practical significance (even for the asymmetrical building NY2) for this class of

buildings.

2-5 Wind vs. Seismic Responses

The relative responses of the buildings due to wind and different seIsmIC spectra is of

importance. Both buildings ( NY1 and NY2 ) were designed to resist wind loads, so if the

response due to seismic forces was found to be less than that of wind, then wind forces

govern the design, and no special provisions for seismic conditions are needed. On the
other hand, if seismic responses were found to exceed those of wind responses, then special

seismic provisions would have to be made for New York City site conditions for this class

of buildingsl .

For the purpose of this report, three response measures are considered. They are:

1. Horizontal displacement of each floor.

11. Total story horizontal shear.

lll. Total story overturning moment.

Figures 2-7 through 2-9 show the ratio of the response measures ( displacements, shears

lThe use of "elastic" spectra makes a direct comparison between wind and seismic design

possible, without having to include the detailing effects of seismic ductility demands.
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TABLE 2-111 Comparison of Natural Periods
(Seconds)

Building Analysis Code

(3D-Model) (UBC)

!

NY1 5.8 2.7
!

I
NY2 3.4 1.8
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and overturning moments) due to different seismic input spectra ( ATC-3, ATC-14

and GWB ) when divided by the responses due to wind loads, for NY1, in the X-direction.

Figures 2-10 to 2-12 show similar comparison for NY1 in the V-direction. Figures 2-13

through 2-15 show the seismic vs. wind ratios for NY2 in the X-direction, while figures

2-16 through 2-18 show the same ratios for NY2 in the V-direction.

These results show that seismic responses exceed, by a wide margin, the wind responses for
both buildings. The exceedance ratio changes with height, direction or type of building.

As expected, the ATC-3 requirements are more demanding than those of the ATC-14

requirements, while the site dependent spectrum, GWB, has the least demands of the
three.

The large seIsmIC vs. wind response ratios, as shown in figures 2-7 through 2-18, are

only part of the story. These buildings were designed not only to accommodate the three

response measures due to wind, but also to accommodate several other design requirements

from all applicable design codes. Thus, the as-built capacities of the buildings should be

considered and are studied in the next section.
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SECTION 3
AS-BUILT CAPACITY OF BUILDINGS

The nominal ultimate capacities required to resist seismic induced forces of the as-built two

buildings (NY1 and NY2) were calculated. Two types of internal forces were considered,

namely floor shears and overturning moments. The nominal ultimate capacities were

computed for both buildings at all floor levels, using the American Concrete Institute

design code (ACI 318-83).

The process of calculating the nominal ultimate capacity of different structural elements

using the ACI code is dependent on the loading condition under consideration. The nom­

inal shear capacity of any beam/column ( or wall ) is dependent on the internal design

shear, axial force and bending moments of that particular element. The nominal bending

moment of any structural element is a function of the level of internal design axial force

of that element. The various lateral load combinations were calculated, as shown in table

3-1. The same table also shows the different load factors which were used in the design.

These are the recommended load factors by [1].

Note that in table 3-1, DL is the dead load, LL is the live load, W is the wind load and E is

the seismic load. The calculations were performed in the two main directions (X and Y) of

both buildings. First, the nominal shear (Vn)ijk, nominal axial force (Nn)ijk and nominal

bending moment (Mn)ijk of each vertical element (column or shear wall; i th element, ph

floor, kth loading combination) were calculated. Then the resultant nominal floor shear

capacity, (Vn)jk, and overturning moment capacity, (Mn)jk, were calculated as follows.

M

(Vn)jk = L(Vn)ijk
i=l

M

(Mn)jk = L((Mn)ijk + (Nn)ijkRi)
i=l

M = Total number of vertical structural elements in the ;thfloor

(3-1)

(3-2)

where R i is the normal distance from the i th element of interest to the axis about which

the overturning moment is being considered.

The required ultimate equivalent design shear, (Vu)jk and overturning moment,
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TABLE 3-1 Loading Combinations
for Lateral Loads

Counter Type of Lateral load Factor for load Factor for load Factor for load Factor for

(k) Force Dead load (Dl) Uve load (ll) Wind load fWl Seismic (E)

I
I

1 - 2 Wind 0.75x1.4 0.75x1.7 +/- 0.75x1.7i 0.00
I
I

I
I

I3-4 Wind 0.90 0.00 +/- 1.3 0.00
i I

I

I

I

5-6 Seismic 0.75x1.4 0.75x1.7 0.00 '+/- 0.75x1.7x1.1
I
I
I

I

i i
7-8 Seismic 0.90 0.00 0.00 +/- 1.3x1.1

I iI

... n



(Mu)jk were calculated as follows.

M

(Vu)jk = I:(Vu)ijk
i=l

M

(Mu)jk = I:((Mu)ijk + (Nu)ijkRi)
i=l

(3-3)

(3-4)

where (Vu)ijk,(Mu)ijk and (Nu)ijk are the ultimate design shear, bending moment and
axial force, respectively.

Finally, the capacity ratios for shear and overturning moment were calculated as:

. . (Vu)jk
capacIty ratIo = (Vn)jk

(Mu)jk
(Mn)jk

for shear

for overturning moment

(3-5)

(3-6)

A capacity ratio greater than unity corresponds to an over stressed structure, while a

capacity ratio less than unity corresponds to an over design with reserve capacity for the
specified loading combination and floor.

3-1 Results

The two types of capacity ratios (shear and overturning moment) of the two buildings were
evaluated for the loading combinations of table 3-1. The three representative input seismic
response spectra were used, the ATC-3 spectrum [3], the ATC-14 spectrum [4] and the site

dependent spectrum (GWB, [15]). For each lateral loading condition, the maxima of the

capacity ratios of different loading combinations were chosen.

Figure 3-1a shows the shear capacity ratio for NY1 in the X-direction, while figure 3-2b
shows the shear capacity ratio for NY1 in the Y-direction. Figure 3-2 shows the shear

capacity ratios of NY2 in the X- and Y-directions, respectively. Figures 3-3 through

3-4 show the overturning moment capacity ratios for the two buildings in the X- and

Y-directions.

The shear capacity ratios for wind loading show that there is a considerable reserve strength

in the design of both buildings in both directions. This is due to the fact that the lateral

stiffness ( drift limitation) rather than the strength (capacity) was the governing design

parameter for wind conditions. This strength reserve was helpful when the buildings were

exposed to different seismic spectra. The site dependent spectrum ( GWB ) required even

less strength than wind. While the strength of the two buildings were adequate for ATC-14,
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except near the base of NY1, it seems that the strength requirements of ATC-3 exceeded

almost the whole height of NY1 and some floors of NY2. Similar observations can be made

for the overturning moments results.

These results show that the capacity ratios are sensitive to, among other factors, the input

spectra. While the national ACT-3 spectra showed unconservative building designs, the

existing structures spectrum, ATC-14, showed just adequate designs, and the site depen­

dent spectrum showed safe seismic responses. This shows the need for a more accurate

definition of the design spectra, or any other form of seismic requirements for New York

City area in particular, and the eastern United States in general.

The results of figures 3-1 through 3-4 also raise another set of questions. How much ductil­

ity requirements are needed when the design requirements exceed the strength capacity of

these buildings? How sensitive are these ductilities to the properties of these structures?

In order to answer these questions, a nonlinear time history analysis of the buildings is

needed. This is performed in the next section.
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SECTION 4
NONLINEAR SEISMIC BEHAVIOR

The elastic behavior of the two buildings were studied in the previous sections. The

nonlinear behavior of the the buildings are studied in this section. A brief description

of the mathematical model used in this analysis and the input time history motions is

described first. The results of the analysis are then discussed.

4-1 Nonlinear Mathematical Model

The results in the previous sections showed that there is no coupling between linear

and torsional motions during seismic motions for both buildings. This means that each

of the buildings behaves essentially as a two-dimensional system. It was decided, for the

purpose of the nonlinear analysis of this section, to use a two dimensional mathematical

model for simplicity and speed without any appreciable loss in accuracy.

4-1-1 Dynamic Equations of Motion

The basic nonlinear mathematical model used in this study is shown in figure 4-1. It is

a lumped mass model with nonlinear shear springs connecting different masses. Each mass

ofthe system has one degree of freedom (horizontal) and represents one floor in the building

under consideration. The inter-story shearing forces are represented by nonlinear springs

connecting the different floors. In order to model the loss of energy due to nonstructural

elements in the buildings, viscous dashpots connecting different floors are added to the

model. All the springs and the dashpots in the model are close-coupled. The input seismic

motion is prescribed at the base.

The system equilibrium equation can then be written as:

.. .
MU + CU +F = Mlu g

4-1
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where

M = Diagonal mass matrix

C = Viscous damping matrix

U = Floor accelerations

U = Floor velocities

F = Inter story forces

1 = Identity vector

ug = Input seismic accelerations

Equation 4-1 was solved using a step by step explicit time integration method ( central

difference scheme ), [2].

4-1-2 Inter-Story Constitutive Model

The components of the inter-story force vector F were evaluated at every time step using
the relation:

(4-2)

where

Ii = ith inter story force

kI = Tangent stiffness

Ui = Displacement of the ithfloor

The tangent stiffness of each floor can be obtained using the simple nonlinear force­

deformation model shown in figure 4-2. It is an elastic-perfectly plastic model which

can be described using only two parameters, namely the elastic stiffness ki and the yield

strength fl. No strain hardening, stiffness or strength degradation were assumed for this
model, in order to keep the model as simple as possible.

The inter story yield strength (shear capacity) was calculated for each floor in each horizon­

tal direction for the two buildings using the actual as-built dimensions and reinforcements

of the shear walls and columns. The applicable procedures of the ACI-83 [1] code were
used for this task. Two inter story strength were calculated. They are:

a. Shear strength of the whole floor, including columns which are connected directly to

the flat slabs.
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b. Shear strength of the main shear elements only, not accounting for columns which are

connected directly to the flat slabs.

The ratio of the shear strengths of case 'b' to case 'a' was always found to be in the range

of 90% to 95%. Only case 'b' was studied.

The inter-story shear stiffnesses were calculated for all cases using elementary beam theory

[9]. No rotations of top or bottom joints of the columns or the shear walls were allowed.

Also, steel reinforcements and the cracking of the cross sections were not considered.

4-1-3 Viscous Damping Effects

Most of the loss of energy in the buildings under consideration during seismic events

is due to the plastic dissipation of the structural elements. This effect has been accounted

for in the model by the interstory nonlinear force-deformation relation. However, there

is another source of energy loss for this class of structures during seismic events, namely

the nonstructural elements such as partitions, windows, etc. In order to account for this

energy loss, a viscous damping term, C was added to equation 4-1. The damping matrix

was calculated for each case using the Rayleigh damping relation [8]:

where

C = 2{3wM

{3 = Damping ratio

w = First natural frequency

(4-3)

The damping ratio {3 was chosen for all cases to be 5.0%. This is an arbitrary choice which

was kept to a minimum to be on the conservative side.

4-1-4 Discussion of the Mathematical Model

The nonlinear mathematical model used has many inherent approximations. These

approximations result in some inaccuracy in the results. However, since the purpose of this

report is to study the general behavior of this class of buildings, rather than the detailed

behavior of different components of the structures, it was felt that the proposed model

is adequate enough. For more detailed study of this class of structures, a more detailed

nonlinear model such as the model described in [7] may be required.
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4-1-5 Ductility Requirements

Evaluation of damage due to seismic motions in reinforced concrete structures have been

studied by several authors. Chung, et aI, 1987 [7], presented a fine state-of-the-art review,

as well as an advanced damage prediction model. Using such an advanced damage model is

beyond the scope of this report. It was decided, however, to use the old popular measure,

namely the ductility measure [2], for this study. Here, the inter-story ductility requirement

is evaluated as the ratio between the maximum inter-story deformation during the seismic

event to the yield deformation of that story, on the other hand, the displacement ductility

is calculated as the ratio between the maximum displacements of the non-linear structure

during the seismic event to the maximum displacements of the same structure during the

same event assuming that its inter-story shear strengths are infinite ( linear structure case).

Three cases are studied for each structure. They are:

1. Structure # I , as-built strength. Note that the areas of steel reinforcements in the

shear resisting members, especially the shear walls, are usually the minimum required

by the ACI-83. This is due to the fact that the original governing design requirement

for wind is stiffness not strength (see previous section).

11. Structure # II, same as structure # I except that the areas of steel reinforcements of

all shear resisting members are twice those of structure # 1.

111. Structure # III, same as structure # I except that the areas of steel reinforcements

of the shear resisting members are now four times those of structure # 1.

Note that structures # II and # III are hypothetical buildings with larger steel reinforce­

ment ratios. They were studied to investigate the effects of increasing the ductile properties

(reinforcement ratios) and the strength of the shear resisting members on the nonlinear

behavior of the buildings.

4-2 Input Seismic Motion

One of the most difficult decisions for non-linear seismic analysis of buildings is the
choice of input time history. What makes this decision even more difficult for this study

is the fact that most of available time histories are not applicable to the New York City

site conditions. Although there are studies underway to produce such time histories, none

were available in time for this report.

The time history which was chosen for this study is shown in figure 4-3 [10]. The whole

time history was scaled so as to have a maximum accelaration of 0.24 g, which is consistent

with the New York City site.
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The choice of this particular time history is not, of course, a perfect choice, since it does

not represent the probable wave form that may occure in New York City. However, in the
absence of site specific wave form, this choice of is as adequate as any other wave form.

4-3 Results

Figure 4-4 shows the inter-story ductility for NY1 in the X- and Y- directions, respectively.

Three curves are shown in each figure, representing structures # I, # II and # III. Figure

4-5 shows similar results for NY2. The results show, on the average, an interstory ductility

requirement of about 4 to 5 for both as-built buildings ( structures # I ). In general, the

inter-story ductility requirements decrease as the inter-story shear strength increases, as

expected ( structures # II and # III ).

Figures 4-6 shows the displacement ductility for NY1 in the X- and Y- directions, respec­

tively. Three curves are also shown in each figure, representing structures # I, # II and

# III. Figures 4-7 shows similar results for NY2. It is clear that in all the cases studied,
displacement ductility can be considered unity, for all practical purposes. This means that

the ductility factor method, as presented by Clough and Penzien, 1975, can be used for

the practical seismic design of these two buildings, and for buildings which exhibit similar

properties. This will help in reducing the cost of non-linear seismic analysis of this type of
structures.
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SECTION 5
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5-1 Conclusions

Based on the results given in the previous sections, conclusions can be summarized as

follows:

1. Direct wind vs. seismic responses for the class of buildings under consideration show

that the seismic responses are considerably higher than wind responses.

11. As-built structural capacities to resist lateral wind loads are considerably greater than

the code-required wind internal forces. This reserve margin can be of great help for

seISIDIC case.

111. Seismic capacity ratios of buildings were found to be sensitive to the choice of input

seismic spectra.

IV. Inter-story ductility requirements are in the range of 4.0 to 5.0. These ductility ratios

tend to get smaller for larger reinforcement ratios in the shear resisting members of

the buildings under consideration.

v. General displacement ductilities were found to be of order of unity. This indicates

that the ductility factor method can be used for this class of structures.

5-2 Recommendations

1. The general behavior of the two buildings during seIsmIC events seems to be en­

couraging. However, before making any general conclusions, more studies should be

undertaken. Some of the subjects which require in-depth investigations are:

a. The sensitivity of the seismic response of flat slab (plate) structures to different

structural elements (number of floors,reinforcement ratios etc.).

b. The linear and nonlinear seismic behavior of individual column and slab-column

joints. Although these structural elements are not utilized in lateral seismic

resistance, their integrity during seismic events must be assured.

c. The applicability of the ductility factor method to this class of structures, through
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the use of additional seismic time histories should be applied to other types of

buildings.

d. Development of a design input ( time history or response spectra) which is more

suitable for New York City site conditions.

The investigation of these items should provide a greater understanding of the seis­

mic behavior of this important class of buildings. This understanding will then help in

producing design and analysis guidelines for practicing engineers.
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