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ABSTRACT

Because of the torsional vibrations of a building during an earthquake, the displacement de­

mands on the different resisting planes of the building may increase relative to those of a similar

system with no torsion. It is the overall objective of this work to develop procedures that would

enable engineers to predict such increase in building response resulting from accidental and natural

torsion.

This work on the effects of building torsion is divided into two parts. In part I, the increase

in building response due to accidental torsion is evaluated with the objective of developing an

improved procedure to account for these effects in building analysis. Such a procedure is based

on: (1) the results of individual studies of the increase in response due to different sources of

accidental torsion, such as stiffness uncertainty and rotational excitation at the base; (2) a critical

evaluation of the use of accidental-torsion provisions in code-static and dynamic analyses of single

and multistory systems; and (3) actual recorded earthquake motions in three nominally-symmetric

buildings.

The increase in building response due to stiffness uncertainty is evaluated in Chapter 2. Dis­

crepancies between the computed and actual values of the structural element stiffnesses imply that

a building with nominally-symmetric plan is actually asymmetric to some unknown degree and will

undergo torsional vibration when subjected to purely translational ground motion. Such acciden­

tal torsion leads to increase in structural element deformations which is shown to be essentially

insensitive to the uncoupled lateral vibration period of the system but is affected strongly by the

ratio of uncoupled lateral and torsional vibration periods. The structural deformations increase,

in the mean, by at most 10 and 5 percent for RIC and steel buildings, respectively; and by much

smaller amounts for a wide range of system parameters. The increase in structural deformations

due to stiffness uncertainty is shown to be much smaller than implied by the accidental torsional

provisions in the Uniform Building Code and most other building codes.

Considered in Chapter 3 is the accidental torsion in buildings resulting from rotational excitation

(about a vertical axis) of the building foundation as a result of spatially non-uniform ground

motions. Because of this accidental torsion, the displacements and deformations in the structural

elements of the building are likely to increase. This increase in response is evaluated using actual

base rotational excitations derived from translational components of motions recorded at the base of



thirty buildings during recent California earthquakes. Accidental torsion has the effect of increasing

the building displacements, in the mean, by less than five percent for systems that are torsionally

stiff or have lateral vibration periods longer than half a second. On the other hand, short-period

(less than half a second) and torsionally-flexible systems may experience significant increases in

response due to accidental torsion. Since the dependence between this increase in response and the

system parameters is complex, two simplified methods are developed for conveniently estimating

this effect of accidental torsion. They are the 'accidental eccentricity' and the 'response spectrum'

method. The computed accidental eccentricities are much smaller than the typical code values,

0.05b or O.lb, except for buildings with very long plan dimensions ( b ~ 50 m). Alternatively, by

using the response spectrum method the increase in response can be estimated by computing the

peak response to translational and rotational base motions independently and combining the peak

values using the sass rule.

The differences between the increase in building response due to accidental eccentricity predicted

by code-specified static and dynamic analyses are studied for symmetric and unsymmetric single

and multistory buildings in Chapter 4. The increase in response computed from static analysis of

the building is obtained by applying the equivalent static forces at distance ea , equal to the story

accidental. eccentricity, from the center of mass at each :floor. Alternatively, this increase in response

is computed by dynamic analysis of the building with the center of mass of each floor shifted through

a distance ea from its nominal position. A parametric study is performed on single-story systems in

order to evaluate the differences in response predicted by both analysis procedures. It is shown that

these results are essentially the same as the ones obtained for a special class of multistory systems.

Upper and lower bounds for the differences in response computed from static and dynamic analyses

are obtained for multistory systems. These differences in response depend primarily on the ratio of

uncoupled lateral and torsional. vibration periods of the building. They are larger for small values

of the frequency ratio and decrease to zero as the frequency ratio becomes large. Further, these

discrepancies are in many cases of the same order as the code-intended increase in response due to

accidental eccentricity. This implies that the code-specified static and dynamic analyses to account

for accidental torsion should be modified to be mutually consistent.

Finally, a procedure is developed in Chapter 5 for including the effects of accidental torsion

in seismic design of buildings. It has four steps. First, the ratio between the uncoupled lateral
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and torsional vibration periods of the building is computed. This ratio and plan dimensions are

then used to estimate the increase in displacements at the edge of the building resulting from

identifiable sources of accidental torsion. Third, from these edge displacements the increase in

displacements at the location of interior resisting planes are estimated. Finally, the design forces

in structural members are computed by amplifying the forces ignoring accidental torsion by the

increase in building displacements determined previously. This procedure has several advantages

over the code-specified static and dynamic analysis procedures to include accidental torsion, such

as: (1) the elimination of cumbersome static or three-dimensional dynamic analyses to account

for accidental torsion effects in building design, and (2) the inclusion of the effects of all sources

of accidental torsion, as opposed to current seismic codes, which consider only those effects that

can be represented by a constant accidental eccentricity. Two building examples are presented

to illustrate these advantages as well as the computational steps required to implement the new

procedure.

In part II of this work, the nonlinear torsional response of single and multistory asymmetric

buildings is considered with the objective of developing a simple conceptual framework in order

to understand the earthquake performance of different asymmetric structural configurations, and

to develop a simplified method for nonlinear analysis of asymmetric buildings.

Studied in Chapter 2 (part II) is the inelastic seismic behavior of asymmetric-plan buildings

using the histories of base-shear and torque. The first step in understanding this behavior is to

construct the base-shear and torque (BST) surface for the building, which represents all combina­

tions of shear and torque that applied statically lead to collapse of the structure. Several factors

controlling the shape of this surface, such as strength eccentricity and bidirectional ground motion,

are identified. Also, their effects on the building response are studied considering several structural

configurations. The results obtained show that the BST surface, in conjunction with the base

shear and torque histories, provides a useful conceptual framework for understanding the behavior

of asymmetric systems. Furthermore, using these surfaces, relevant aspects of the behavior and

design of such buildings become apparent even before dynamic analysis of the structure.

This conceptual framework is extended and used in Chapter 3 to study the inelastic seismic

behavior and design of asymmetric multistory buildings emphasizing, primarily, the use of story

shear and torque histories. Six different structural characteristics and their effect on the torsional
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response of buildings are analyzed: strength of orthogonal resisting planes, stiffness asymmetry,

strength asymmetry, planwise distribution of strength, number of resisting planes, and intensity of

the ground motion component in the orthogonal direction. As a result of these analyses several

techniques and conceptual guidelines are developed to correct the planwise unbalance in deformation

demands typical of asymmetric structures. The three most important are: (1) the increase in

torsional capacity of the system by introducing resisting planes in the orthogonal direction, (2) the

variation of stiffness and strength eccentricity to concentrate yielding in selected resisting planes,

and (3) the reduction oftorsional capacity by lumping strength close to the center of mass. Using

these guidelines the undesirable earthquake response of a very asymmetry building is effectively

corrected by changing slightly the strength of a few key resisting planes. It is demonstrated that

the use of the story shear and response histories in conjunction with the corresponding story yield

surfaces is a powerful tool for conceptual understanding of the earthquake behavior of asymmetric

structures.

Finally, a new simplified model for analysis and design of multistory buildings is developed in

Chapter 4. The model is based on a single super-element per building story capable of representing

the elastic and inelastic properties of the story. This is done by matching the stiffness matrices

and ultimate yield surface of the story with that of the element; this surface relates story shear

and story torque. For practical convenience, these surfaces are parameterized in terms of seven

important physical parameters controlling the seismic response of asymmetric structures. Several

numerical studies showed that the accuracy of the super-element model is satisfactory for most

design purposes; the errors in peak responses are expected to be less than twenty percent for most

practical structures. Among the important advantages of this simplified model is that the time

required in formulating analyzing, and interpreting the structural model and its response is at least

an order of magnitude smaller than for any conventional 3-D inelastic model. This enables the

engineer to try different structural configurations and, thus, produce designs that have the desired

seismic behavior and are cost-effective. Furthermore, it is shown through a multistory building

example that the super-element model is a powerful tool for conceptual design of a building. In

spite of its simplicity, the model uses an accurate representation of the story-shear and torque

surfaces, which enables it to capture the fundamental features controlling the inelastic behavior of

the building.
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Accidental Torsion in Buildings
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1. INTRODUCTION

Building codes require that the effects of torsion be considered by applying the equivalent static

forces at a distance ed from the CS (center of stiffness), resulting in story torques in addition to

shears and overturning moments. The design eccentricity ed specified in most codes is of the form

(1)

where es is the static stiffness eccentricity-the distance between the CM (center of mass) and CS; b

is the plan dimension of the building perpendicular to the direction of ground motion; and a, 6, and

f3 are specified coefficients. For each structural element, the ed value leading to the larger design

force is to be used. The first terms, aes and 6es , are intended to account for the coupled lateral

torsional response of the building arising from lack of symmetry in plan. The second term, ±f3b,

known as accidental eccentricity, is introduced to account for eccentricities due to discrepancies

between the mass, stiffness, and strength distributions used in analysis and true distributions at

the time of an earthquake; torsional vibrations induced by rotational excitation at the base; and

other sources of torsion not considered explicitly in the analysis.

The coefficients a, 6, and f3 vary among building codes. For instance, a = 6 = 1 and f3 = 0.05

in the Uniform Building Code [1]; a = 1.5,6 = 1, and f3 = 0.1 in the Mexico Federal District Code

[2]; and a = 1.5,6 = 0.5, and f3 = 0.1 in the National Building Code of Canada [3].

It is the objective of this part of the dissertation to study the effects of accidental torsion in

buildings and its corresponding code provisions. This is done in three phases. First, the increase

in building response due to different sources of accidental torsion, such as stiffness uncertainty

and rotational excitation at the base, is studied. Second, the use of accidental-torsion provisions

in code-static and dynamic analyses of single and multistory systems is evaluated. Third, a new

procedure for incorporating the effects of accidental torsion in building design is developed.

Accidental torsion in a building may be conceptually understood as the result of unforeseen

variability (or uncertainty) in the structural properties of the building and its input. Part of this

variability leads to changes in the lateral response of the structure, another part leads to changes

in its torsional response. It is the latter effect the one attributed hereafter to accidental torsion.

This definition of accidental torsion is amenable of a simple mathematical characterization.

Let us assume, for the sake of the discussion, that we are interested in studying the change in

building displacements u as a result of accidental torsion. This change in building response may be

3

PRECEDING PAGE
BLANK



represented by expanding U in a Taylor series about the displacements u, which would be predicted

analytically using the nominal values of the structural properties and input for the building, Le.

" ouu(p,1£g(t» = u(p,ug(t)) +L..J ~(Pi - pd +~1£g +h.o.t._____ . UPi
nominal response t

(2)

where p = {PI, P2,"" PNp } is the vector of system parameters; 1£g(t) = {ugx Ugy UgB} is the vector

containing the x, y, and rotational components of base motion; g;. represents the sensitivity of

the building displacements to changes in parameter Pi; ~1£g the change in building response due

to changes in the input; the over-bar represents nominal values; and 'h.o.t' stands for higher order

terms.

Equation (2) shows that if the system parameters and ground motion coincide with their nominal

values and history, respectively, the displacement U becomes, as it should, the nominal displace­

ment. In practice, however, neither the nominal values of the system parameters nor the assumed

ground motion histories will coincide with the actual values at the time of an earthquake. There­

fore, discrepancies between the nominal and actual building displacements will always exist. It is

apparent that these discrepancies result from two distinct sources (Eq. (2». One is the uncertainty

in the value of the random properties p of the system; the other is the uncertainty in the random

ground motion process 1£g, specifically, the rotational excitation at the base of the building.

The study of uncertainty in the building parameters, specifically for the case of stiffness uncer­

tainty, is the topic of Chapter 2. The procedure described therein is applicable to most other elastic

sources of accidental torsion as well, such as uncertainty in the location of the CM or stiffness and

mass uncertainty in stories other than the one considered in the analysis. On the other hand, the

change in building response due to base rotational excitation is studied in Chapter 3 using recorded

motions obtained in thirty buildings during recent California earthquakes.

In Chapter 4, the use of accidental eccentricity f3b in code-static and dynamic analyses of

buildings is evaluated. The main objectives of the chapter are: (1) to investigate the increase in

building response that is implicit in the use of a constant accidental eccentricity f3b, and (2) to

understand any discrepancies between the increases in response due to accidental torsion predicted

by code-specified static and dynamic analyses. Besides, two other interesting issues regarding the

use and interpretation of code-accidental torsion provisions are identified and discussed: discrepan­

cies between measures of accidental torsion based on global response quantities instead of element

deformations and internal forces, and the heightwise variation of accidental eccentricity.
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Finally, a new procedure is developed in Chapter 5 for including the effects of accidental torsion

in seismic design of buildings. This procedure integrates the results of Chapters 2,3, and 4 and

other related research [4,5] in order to define new design envelopes for the increase in building edge­

displacements resulting from the most important sources of accidental torsion. The new procedure

has several advantages over the code-specified static and dynamic analysis procedures to include

accidental torsion, such as: (1) the elimination of cumbersome static or three-dimensional dynamic

analyses to account for accidental torsion effects in building design, and (2) the inclusion of the

effects of all sources of accidental torsion, as opposed to current seismic codes, which consider only

those effects that can be represented by a constant accidental eccentricity.

Each of the chapters presented is a self-contained unit and it could be read, in principle, in any

sequence. It is advisable, however, to read Chapter 5 last because it borrows material from the

previous three chapters.
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2. ACCIDENTAL TORSION IN BUILDINGS DUE TO

STIFFNESS UNCERTAINTY

2.1 Introduction

This chapter is concerned with accidental torsion due to uncertainty in the stiffnesses of structural

elements. Several factors contribute to this stiffness uncertainty, including: uncertainty in material

properties and element dimensions, variability in fabrication methods and quality control, loading

history of the element, and because analytical procedures are inexact predictors of the actual

stiffnesses. Consequently, the nominal values of element stiffnesses used in building analysis and

design are different from the actual values, leading to discrepancies in the plan-wise distribution

of stiffness. This has the implication that a building with nominally-symmetric plan is actually

asymmetric to some unknown degree and will undergo torsional vibration when subjected to purely

translational ground motion.

This research of accidental torsion due to stiffness uncertainty emphasizes nominally-symmetric

systems because it is shown that such systems are affected more than asymmetric systems. Using

available and inferred experimental data, the uncertainty in the stiffness properties of the system is

defined and characterized. Thereafter, the response of nominally symmetric-plan systems is studied

using (1) an approximate analytical model for the probability distribution of the system response,

and (2) Monte Carlo simulations based on sampling the probability distributions of structural

element stiffnesses. Finally, design implications of the increase in building response due to stiffness

uncertainty are discussed.

2.2 Systems and design spectrum considered

The systems considered are idealized single-story buildings consisting of a rigid roof diaphragm,

where all the system mass is lumped; lateral resistance is provided by vertically-rigid structural

elements located along resisting planes in the x and y-directions. These y-planes are numbered

1-6 and x-planes as 1-3 in Fig. 1. Several structural elements, such as shear walls or columns,

may be located in one resisting plane. As shown in the building plan (Fig. 1), these planes are

symmetrically located about the x and y axes passing through the center of mass (CM). The system

consists of N resisting planes providing lateral resistance in the y-direction, and M resisting planes

acting in the x-direction.

7
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The dynamic response of the system to earthquake ground acceleration in the y-direction, agy (t),

is described by two degrees of freedom: the translational displacement u y of the CM along the y­

direction, and the rotation Uo of the rigid diaphragm. The equations of motion of the system can

be written:

(1)

where r is the radius of gyration of the system plan about a vertical axis passing through the CM
. . - N- - N- 2 M- 2

and m IS the lumped mass at the roof diaphragm; K y = Li=l kyi and K o = Li=l kyiXi +Li=l kxiYi'

are the nominal values for the lateral and torsional stiffness of the building, respectively; kxi and

kyi are nominal values of the combined lateral stiffnesses of all structural elements along the i th

resisting plane in the x or y directions, respectively. Pairs of resisting planes located symmetrically

about the y-axis are assumed to have the same nominal stiffness. Thus, the system is symmetrical

about the y-axis with uncoupled equations of motion (Eq.(l». Later when we consider uncertainty

in the element stiffness, kxi and kyi will represent the mean values of the lateral stiffness along the

ith resisting plane. Throughout this work, the over-bar stands for mean (or nominal) values.

The lateral resisting planes in the direction of ground motion as well as the transverse direction

contribute to the torsional stiffness Ko• The fraction contributed by the transverse elements is

a = Lf!l kxiyl!Ko. A value of a = 0 implies that no torsional stiffness is provided by the

transverse elements; a value of a = 1 implies that transverse elements provide all the torsional

stiffness.

The equations of motion of the system have to be restated in order to recognize the uncertainty

in the stiffness of resisting elements acting in the y-directionj stiffnesses of the transverse elements

are fixed at their nominal values kxi . Thus, even with the stiffness uncertainty considered, the

system remains symmetric about the x-axis, and the equations of motion are:

[
mo 0] { u

y
} [ K

y
Kyo/r ] { UY

} {-m} (
m ruo + KyB/r Ko/r 2 rUB = 0 a

gy
t)

(2)

where Ky = L~l kyi and Ko = aKo + L~l kyixl are the true values of the lateral and torsional

stiffnesses of the building, respectively; Kyo = L~l kyiXi. These are the equations of motion for

a nominally symmetric system which is actually asymmetric because of the uncertain stiffnesses of

elements. Thus, K y, K o and Kyo are uncertain parameters. In contrast, most previous work has

been concerned with the dynamics of asymmetric-plan systems with deterministic properties.
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Dividing Eq. (1) by m leads to

(3)

where Ty = 211"~ is the uncoupled lateral vibration period of the nominally-symmetric system,

and n = viK9/(Kyr2), is the ratio between the uncoupled lateral and torsional periods of the

nominally-symmetric system. Similarly, Eq. (2) can be rewritten as

(4)

where Ky = Ky / Ky , and Ko = Ko/ Ko are the ratios between the true and nominal values of the

translational. and torsional stiffnesses of the system, respectively; e= K y9 / (Ky r) is the normalized

static eccentricity of the system. The three parameters, Ky , K9' and e, that arise in the transition

between the deterministic symmetric system (Eq. (3)) and the system with uncertain element

stiffnesses (Eq. (4)) are random. A comparison of Eq. (3) and (4) indicates that the uncertainty

in element stiffness has two effects. Firstly, the lateral a.n.d torsional stiffnesses, and hence the

uncoupled vibration periods, are modified as indicated by the differences between the actual values

ofthe parameters Ky and K9 and their nominal values of unity. Secondly, the plan-wise distribution

of element stiffnesses is no longer symmetric about the y-axis, resulting in coupling between the

lateral and torsional motions of the system. This torsional coupling is one of several sources of

accidental torsion in nominally symmetric-pla.n. systems.

All the systems considered are a.n.alyzed for the smooth response spectrum shown in Fig. 2. This

spectrum is developed by well established techniques [1] for a ground motion with peak acceleration,

velocity, and displacement of 0.5g, 24 in/sec, and 18 in, respectively. Amplification factors of 2.71,

2.3, and 2.01 are chosen for the acceleration, velocity, a.n.d displacement sensitive regions of the

spectrum (Fig. 2). These amplification factors are appropriate for five percent damping and 84.1

percentile response.

2.3 Analysis procedure

The maximum earthquake response of the structural systems described earlier and governed by

Eqs. (3) or (4) is estimated by the Response Spectrum Analysis (RSA) method. This procedure is

summarized as a sequence of computational steps: (1) define the structural properties of the system

9



Ty , fi, Ky , , Ko, and e; (2) estimate the modal damping ratios ~n-chosenhere as 5% in both modes

of vibration; (3) compute the two natural frequencies and modes of vibration of the system; (4)

compute the maximum response separately for each individual vibration mode; (5) estimate the

maximum response by combining the modal maxima using the CQC rule.

The response quantities of interest in this investigation are the lateral displacements U±r at dis­

tance ±r from the CM, the larger absolute value (ur)o of these two lateral displacements, and the

corresponding displacement response quantity (Ub/2)0 for the edges of the building plan. These dis­

placements are normalized with respect to the maximum lateral displacement, U O , of the nominally­

symmetric system governed by Eq. (3): u±r = u±r/uo, (ur)o = (ur)o/uo, (Ub/2)0 = (Ub/2)0/UO ' The

normalized response (ur)o is independent of the plan aspect ratio b/a (Fig. 1) but (Ub/2)0 is in­

fluenced by this aspect ratio for which two limiting cases are considered: b/a = 1, Le. a square

plan, and b/a = 00 to represent buildings with very long plan dimension transverse to the direction

of ground motion. Defined in this manner, normalized displacements that are larger than unity,

imply an increase in lateral displacement arising from accidental torsion due to uncertain element

stiffnesses.

Direct Monte Carlo simulation is one of the approaches used herein to study the influence of

stiffness uncertainty on the response of nominally-symmetric buildings. The stiffness ki of the ith

resisting element is defined by sampling from its probability density function (PDF), assumed to

be Gaussian with mean equal to its nominal value ki, and a coefficient of variation (ratio between

the mean and standard deviation) equal to 0.14 and 0.08 for R/C and steel structures, respectively.

With the stiffness of each element defined in this manner, the earthquake response of the resulting

system is determined by the RSA procedure described earlier. This stiffness sampling and analysis

procedure is repeated two-thousand times to enable a statistical analysis of the system response.

The resulting PDF of the response (ur)o of a R/C nominally-symmetric system with eight

resisting elements in the direction of ground motion, Ty = 1.5 sec. and n= 1.25, is shown in Fig.

3. The PDF was obtained by appropriate normalization of the histogram of 2000 values. Figure 3

shows that the response (ur)o is always greater than one; implying that stiffness uncertainty has

the effect of increasing the displacement (ur)o relative to that of the nominally-symmetric system.

Note that there is essentially zero probability of this increase in response exceeding 20 percent.

Note also that the mean of (ur)o corresponds to a probability of exceedance slightly smaller than

0.4 (and not 0.5) because the PDF is not symmetric with respect to its mean.
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2.4 Uncertainty in system parameters

The actual lateral stiffness of a frame, shear wall or column differs in general from its nominal value

due to uncertainty in the material properties, element dimensions, fabrication methods, quality

control, loading history of the element, and the theoretical models used for predicting the element

stiffness. Background information that enables formulating a model for the probability distributions

of the stiffness of concrete and steel resisting elements is presented next.

The statistical properties of the lateral stiffness of reinforced concrete (R/C) resisting elements

are inferred from available statistical descriptions of element deformations. In particular, the PDF

of the ratio between the actual and theoretically predicted deformations of beams is approximately

normal with its mean value approximately equal to one, and its coefficient of variation equal to

0.14 [2]. The same PDF, mean, and coefficient of variation approximately model the ratio of actual

to nominal values of the element stiffness, which is the reciprocal of the deformation ratio (in

the case of specified forces). We conservatively assume that: (1) the coefficient of variation of the

lateral stiffness of a resisting plane with several resisting elements is the same as that of an individual

resisting element, and (2) the coefficient of variation for the stiffness ratio of beam elements predicts

the coefficient of variation of the stiffness ratio of other laterally resisting R/C structural elements

such as columns, shear walls, or frames. The latter assumption seems reasonable because the lateral

stiffnesses of columns or walls should be less uncertain because such structural elements crack less

than beams under gravitational loads. Furthermore, the lateral resisting elements will all crack

(although they may not yield) under moderate ground motion, and the computed stiffness of the

cracked section should be a less uncertain predictor of the actual stiffness.

Uncertainty in the stiffness of steel structural elements is due mainly to uncertainty in the

properties of steel and the cross-sectional geometry of the elements. Statistical information on

both sources of uncertainty is available [3,4]. The stiffness of a steel structural element is assumed

to be proportional to the product EsIs, where E s is the Young's modulus of the material and Is is

the moment of inertia of the element cross section. The ratio between the actual and theoretical

values of Es was found to be normally distributed with mean equal to one and coefficient of variation

equal to 0.06; the ratio between the actual and theoretical values of Is was also found to be normally

distributed with mean equal to one and coefficient of variation 0.05. Based on the statistics of the

actual to theoretical ratios of E s and Is, it is possible to show, analytically or by direct simulation

on Esls, that the true to theoretical stiffness ratio for a steel element is approximately normally

11



distributed with mean equal to one and coefficient of variation equal to 0.08. These are the values

used in this investigation.

Among the sources of uncertainty, in-batch variability (variability of a set of elements manu­

factured identically) in R/C resisting elements contributes about 70 percent of the total stiffness

uncertainty. In the case of steel elements, the statistics presented for Es and Is correspond to

mean in-batch variability for different steel mills in the U.S. It seems reasonable to assume that

the statistical correlation between stiffnesses of different elements is small. Lack of good statistical

information precludes confirmation of this statement. For this investigation it is conservative to

assume uncorrelated element stiffnesses, because as we will see later, statistical correlation among

element stiffnesses reduces the torsional response of the system.

The elements of the stiffness matrix of a system with stiffness uncertainty (Eq. (4)): fly,
Ke, and e are all linear functions of the individual element stiffnesses, ki, that are assumed to be

normally distributed. Therefore, these elements of the stiffness matrix are also normally distributed.

Consider, for instance, the system shown in Fig. 1, and assume statistical independence among

the lateral stiffnesses of the N resisting planes of the structure. Each resisting plane has the same

coefficient of variation Vk. The mean, standard deviation, and correlation coefficients for Ky,Ke,
and eare for this case:

(5)

(6)

f-Le = 0andf-L[( = 1,
1/

Vk
(7[(1/ = .,fN'

rr=a-
(7e = y~nVk

"N 2
L....i=l X;

p[( A =0, p[( A = 0, and PKA K = (7)
I/e ee y e VNVE'f:l x.;.4

where f-L(.) , (7(.) and p(.) stand for mean, standard deviation and correlation coefficient, respectively.

Figure 4 shows the standard deviation of the normalized static eccentricity (7e (Eq. (6)) as

a function of the lateral to torsional period ratio n and the number N of resisting planes in the

y-direction. The standard deviation (7e decreases as 1/.,fN with increasing number of elements; it

also decreases linearly with decreasing n. The latter observation can be justified by recognizing

that small values of fi imply that the torsional vibration period of the nominally symmetric system

is long relative to its lateral vibration period, a situation that is typical of buildings with lateral

resisting elements close to the center of the building plan. For such systems, uncertainty in the

element stiffnesses leads to smaller (7e which tends to induce smaller static eccentricities. The former

observation can be explained by noting that a larger value of N implies a more uniform distribution

12



(8)

of the structural elements in the building plan, and elements closer to the center of the plan will

contribute less to static eccentricity. Consequently, static eccentricity will tend to be smaller for

systems with larger N. Consistent with the smaller standard deviation for the stiffness of steel

elements compared to RIC elements, the standard deviation of the normalized static eccentricity

is also smaller in the former case.

The PDF of e is shown in Fig. 5 for selected values of the system parameters: fi = 1,0: = 0.5,

and N = 2,4,8,12. The PDF's are narrower for steel buildings compared to RIC structures and

for systems with larger N, consistent with the standard deviation trends (Fig. 4). Figure 5 also

shows the probability of exceedance associated with specific values of normalized static eccentricity

e. For example, in the case of a RIC building with N = 8, i.e., eight resisting planes, there is a 17

percent probability that the normalized static eccentricity exceeds 0.05. For a steel building, this

probability of exceedance is reduced to less than two percent.

If the stiffnesses of different resisting elements are statistically correlated, the standard deviation

e of the normalized static eccentricity is always reduced relative to the above mentioned values

based on uncorrelated element stiffnesses. If the correlation coefficient between the stiffnesses of

two resisting planes is p, it can be shown that:

O'e = V(1- 0:~1 - p) fi Vk

Thus, the standard deviation of efor a system with particular fi and N, varies between the value

shown in Fig. 4 for P = 0, and zero for p = 1. The latter case (p = 1) implies perfectly correlated

element stiffnesses and hence all element stiffnesses increase or decrease relative to their nominal

values by the same factor. Thus, a nominally-symmetric system remains symmetrical in spite of

stiffness uncertainty, Le. e= O. Completely uncorrelated element stiffnesses (p = 0 ) produce the

largest standard deviations in eand hence increase the probability of a larger normalized eccentricity

e. Because some correlation will always exist among the stiffnesses of resisting elements in a

building, the assumption of uncorrelated stiffnesses in this work will overestimate building torsion

due to stiffness uncertainty.

The relative contributions of the uncertainty in the values of Ky, Ko, and eon the response of

nominally-symmetric buildings is evaluated for the system analyzed previously whose results are

shown in Fig. 3. The mean values of the normalized displacement (ur)o are presented in Fig. 6

as a function of 1'y for three values of n. The increase in (ur)o over one indicates the increased

response due to element stiffness uncertainty. The solid lines, represent results for systems governed
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by Eq. (4), i.e. considering the actual sampled values of all three terms ofthe stiffness matrix: Ky ,

Ke, and ej the dashed lines represent systems governed by Eq. (4) with Ky= 1 and Ke = 1, i.e.

considering only the eccentricity arising from the uncertainty in element stiffnesses. It is apparent

that the eccentricity term, e, is the primary contributor to the increase in displacement response.

For this reason and because e is the only factor arising from uncertainty in the element stiffnesses

that produces torsional response of the system, the stiffness uncertainty of the system is modeled

in the rest of this study only by the parameter e. The other uncertain terms of the stiffness matrix,

Ky and Ke, are assumed fixed at one, i.e. the lateral and torsional stiffnesses of the system are

taken as their nominal values.

2.5 Sensitivity analysis of nominally symmetric-plan systems

For a specified earthquake response or design spectrum, the earthquake response of a system with

uncertain element stiffness depends on three parameters: Ty , fi, and e. In order to understand

how the response of a system with fixed Ty and fi depends on e which is uncertain, consider the

normalized displacement of the system at distance r to the right of its eM. The Taylor expansion

of Un about e = 0 is:

(9)

Equation (9), with all terms of O(e2
) and higher order dropped, represents the linearization of the

system response in the neighborhood of ur for e = o. The linear approximation given by Eq. (9)

without the higher order terms is compared with the actual value of ur in Figure 7. For normalized

eccentricity e smaller than 0.05, the linearized solution provides a good estimate of the system

responsej however, the errors tend to be larger for systems with larger e and fi values somewhat

less or larger than one. Because the probability of e exceeding 0.05 is small (Fig. 5), the linear

approximation of Eq. (9) should provide a good estimate of ur •

The partial derivative, IBur/Bel, appearing in Eq. (9) is presented as a function of Ty and

fi in Fig. 8a. For the selected earthquake design spectrum (Fig. 2), it is seen to be essentially

independent of Ty • Therefore, Eq. (9) indicates that the response ur will be also insensitive to

changes in Ty • A cross-section of Fig. 8a at Ty = 1.5 sec. is presented in Fig. 8b, which shows

that IBur/Bel is largest near fi = 0.9 and 1.1. For fi smaller than 0.9 and greater than 1.1 the

derivative decreases steadily; between fi = 0.9 and 1.1 it varies rapidly and changes sign just below

14
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n = 1. This implies that the lateral earthquake response of nominally-symmetric systems with

equal uncoupled lateral. and torsional vibration periods would be increased very little because of

uncertainty in the element stiffnesses. In fact, it can be analytically proven (Appendix A) that the

response ur of systems with n = 1 and e~ 1 does not depend on e. Such is the case because

the two natural periods and modes of vibration of the nominally-symmetric system with n= 1 are

independent of e. Consequently, the system response ur does not depend on e. However, systems

with n near 0.9 and 1.1 are expected to be most sensitive to the uncertainty in element stiffnesses.

Using the linear approximation of the system response given by Eq. (9), the PDF f(fJ.rl o of

the normalized displacement (ur)o is obtained as follows. From Eq. (9) and using the fact that

laur/ael and lau-r/ael are equal in a symmetric system (Fig. 8b), (ur)o can be expressed as

(10)

Equation (10) shows that (ur )0' as mentioned earlier, will always be greater than one. The proba­

bility of (ur)o being less than a response level (3v. is

(11)

(12)

where cI)(.) represents the well known CDF of the standard normal distribution. Equation (11)

represents the CDF of (ur)o and it was computed using the fact that ur is normally distributed

because it is a linear function of e (Eq. (9)). Differentiating Eq. (11) with respect to (3v. we obtain

fi 1 1 (3v. - 1 2

f(urlo = V-; eTe laur/ael exp{ -2(eTelaur/ael) }, (3v. ~ 1

The PDF given by Eq. (12) is a one-sided normal distribution scaled by a factor of two and

with the origin shifted to one. The mean and standard deviation of (ur )0' computed from Eq. (12)

are

(13)

and

(14)

These equations show that the mean and standard deviation of (ur)o depend not only on the

magnitude of the element stiffness uncertainty, characterized by eTe, but also on the magnitude of

laur/ael which is a measure of how sensitive the system response is to eccentricity. Thus, larger

values of eTe and laur/ael imply larger mean and standard deviation for the PDF of (ur)o, and

hence greater increase in the lateral response due to "accidental" torsion.
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Figure 9 presents the PDF of Eq. (12) for a R/C system with Ty = 1.5 sec., fi = 1.25, and

N = 8, which was computed using the values of (Fe and IBur/Bel obtained from Figs. 4 and 8b,

respectively. Also shown is the result of Fig. 3 which was obtained by the Monte Carlo simulation

procedure. The agreement observed between the analytical and simulated PDF's is particularly

good in this case because Eq. (9) is accurate for fi = 1.25 (Fig. 7).

The values of the normalized displacements (ur )0' corresponding to probabilities of exceedance

p = 0.5,0.3,0.15" and 0.05 are shown in Fig. 10 for systems with Ty = 1.5 sec. and N = 8. These

results, obtained by solving for f3u in Eq. (11) for the selected levels of p, show that the increase in

(ur)o due to accidental torsion is relatively small, specially in steel buildings; e.g. for a exceedance

probability 0.15 this increase is less than 15% and 10% for R/C and steel buildings, respectively.

2.6 Increased response due to stiffness uncertainty

Presented in this section are results of Monte Carlo simulations performed to study the increase in

system deformations as a consequence of the accidental torsion induced by uncertainty in stiffnesses

of resisting elements. As mentioned. earlier, 2000 simulations were carried out for each nominally

symmetric system with particular values of parameters Ty and fi.

Figure 11 presents the normalized response (ur )0 for various exceedance probabilities p, obtained

by Monte Carlo simulation and from the linearized analytical result of Eq. (9); the latter were

presented earlier in Fig. 10. It is apparent that the analytical results are a good approximation to

the simulation results, especially for values of noutside the interval 0.9 :s: n :s: 1.1. As mentioned

earlier, the linearization of response with respect to e (Eq. 9) is less accurate in this interval of n,
where the sensitivity of the response varies rapidly with fi (Fig. 8b). The analytical results tend

to overestimate the increased response of the system due to accidental torsion.

The mean value of (ur)o obtained by Monte Carlo simulation is shown in Figs. 12 and 13 for

a wide range of system parameters Ty and n. Results are presented for R/C and steel systems

with 2, 4, 8, and 12 resisting planes. These figures show that for the earthquake design spectrum

considered, the mean values of (ur)o are insensitive to the uncoupled lateral vibration period Ty of

the nominally-symmetric system; an exception to this observation are systems in the acceleration

sensitive region of the design spectrum with values of fi near 1.1. This observation is consistent

with the fact that the partial derivative of the response with respect to ewas also insensitive to Ty

(Fig. 8a). As expected, the increase in response due to accidental torsion induced by uncertainty
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in element stiffnesses is much smaller for steel buildings compared to RIC buildings (Figs. 12

and 13). This is a direct consequence of the smaller coefficient of variation in the stiffnesses of

steel resisting elements. The increase in response due to accidental torsion is less for systems with

larger number of resisting elements. This can be noted by studying Figs. 12 and 13, but is clearly

observed in Fig. 14 where each curve corresponds to a cross section of the surfaces of Figs. 12 and

13 at Ty = 1.5 sec. As mentioned earlier, when N increases, more elements are distributed over

the building plan which decreases the chances of generating large eccentricities due to uncertainty

in element stiffnesses (Fig. 5).

The mean values of (Ub/2)O, the larger of the displacements at the two edges of the system plan

are shown in Figs. 15 and 16 for RIC and steel buildings, respectively. Results are presented for

systems with uncoupled lateral period Ty = 1.5 sec. ,two different plan aspect ratios (bla = 1, and

bla = 00 ), and N = 2,4,8, and 12. These results demonstrate that systems with their transverse

plan dimension perpendicular much longer than the dimension along the direction of ground motion

(bla = 00) are affected more by accidental torsion due to stiffness uncertainty than buildings with

square plans (bla = 1). For example, the largest (over all fi considered) increase in the response

of a RIC building with Ty = 1.5 sec. and N = 8, is about eight percent if the building has a

square plan bla = 1 and fourteen percent for buildings with long plan dimension in the transverse

direction. In general, the increase in response of steel buildings due to accidental torsion is about

60% of the increase in response for RIC buildings with the same properties.

Figures 17 and 18 show the values of (Ub/2)O for different probabilities of exceedance p =
0.5,0.3,0.15, and 0.05. Results are presented for systems with uncoupled lateral vibration period

Ty = 1.5 sec. , two different plan aspect ratios ( bla = 1, and bla = 00), and N = 8. The mean

values of (Ub/2)O obtained previously (Figs. 15 and 16) are presented again as a reference, and are

seen to correspond to probabilities of exceedance of 0.4 or less. Therefore, it seems reasonable to

use the mean values of (Ub/2)o to consider the effects of stiffness uncertainty for design purposes.

These figures show also that even for rather small probabilities of exceedance such as 0.15, the

largest (over all fi considered) increase in deformation is about 15% and 9% for RIC and steel

buildings, respectively.
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2.7 Sensitivity analysis of asymmetric-plan buildings

So far, the effects of stiffness uncertainty have been considered only for nominally-symmetric build­

ings. If the plan-wise distribution of stiffness-based on nominal values-is asymmetric, the equa­

tions of motion of the system are:

[: (15)

Comparison with Eq. (1) indicates that, because of plan-asymmetry the stiffness matrix includes

an off-diagonal coupling term involving es = es/r, where es is the nominal. static eccentricity ofthe

(16)
N -

2::i=l kyiXi
es = N

2::i=l kyi

where kyi are the nominal values of the combined lateral stiffnesses of all structural elements along

the ith resisting plane. If the stiffnesses of the structural elements of the asymmetric-plan system

building:

are uncertain, the equations of motion are still given by Eq. (4), but the mean value of e is now

es, in contrast to zero for the nominally-symmetric case.

Consider again the normalized lateral displacement ur of the system at distance r to the right

of its CM. However, let ur be normalized this time with respect to the displacement ur at the same

location of the asymmetric system with nominal values of stiffness; this system is governed by Eq.

(15). Also let ebe the actual normalized static eccentricity of the system with uncertain element

stiffnesses. Expanding ur in a Taylor series about the system response corresponding to e= es and

ignoring terms with order higher than linear leads to:

A 1 (A A) BUr
U r = + e - es Be (17)

Equation (17) represents linearization of the system response in the neighborhood of f = es. The

PDF of ur is normal because Eq. (17) is a linear function of the normal variable (e - fs). In

particular, the response ur has unit mean and standard deviation equal to U e IBur/Bel, where U e is

the same as in the nominally-symmetric plan case (Fig. 4). This implies that differences between

the normalized responses ur of symmetric and asymmetric systems are only due to differences in

IBur/Bel in these two cases.

As mentioned earlier, IBur/Bel is a measure of how sensitive the system response is to eccen­

tricity. This measure is determined analytically from the exact solution of Eq. (15) for systems
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(18)

with lateral vibration period Ty = 1.5 sec. and is plotted against fi in Fig. 19 for several values of

the normalized nominal static eccentricity ea' The results for nominally symmetric buildings, Le.

es = 0, are obviously the same as in Fig. 8. It is seen that, for most values of fi, lOUrI oel is larger

for nominally symmetric-plan systems compared to asymmetric-plan systems. This observation

implies that the normalized response ur will tend to be larger, ,i.e., the increase in response (ur)o

due to uncertainty in element stiffnesses would be larger, for nominally symmetric systems.

Figure 20 shows the PDF of (ur )0' obtained by Monte Carlo simulation on a RIC system with

Ty = 1.5 sec., fi = 1.25, N = 8, and several values of static eccentricity. Increase in the nominal

eccentricity es has two effects: the PDF moves to the left, and it gets narrower in most cases, Le.

the mean value of the normalized response (ur)o decreases and the standard deviation of (ur)0 also

decreases. The probabilities of (itr)o exceeding specified response values, computed from the PDF's

of Fig. 20a, are presented in Fig. 20b. It is apparent that, for a fixed probability of exceedance,

the largest increase in response due to stiffness uncertainty would occur in nominally symmetric

systems (es = 0). Alternatively, the probability of the normalized response (ur)o exceeding a level

f3u is largest for nominally symmetric system.

2.8 Implications for design

We now determine the eccentricity ed relative to the center of mass at which the equivalent static

lateral force or base shear, V, for a nominally symmetric building should be applied to account for

the accidental torsion arising from uncertainty in element stiffnesses. The resulting displacement at

the edge of the building plan should equal the dynamic response (Ub/2)0 determined earlier. Thus,

V Ved b
(Ub/2)0 = Xy + X

e
2

Noting that the earthquake induced base shear V and deformation U o of the nominally -symmetric

system are related through V = Xyuo, and that fi = JKelKyT 2 is the ratio of the uncoupled lateral

and torsional vibration periods of the nominally-symmetric system, Eq. (18) can be rewritten as

(19)

where, as defined earlier, (Ub/2)0 = (Ub/2)01Uo and the ratio TIb depends on the plan aspect ratio

alb.

Equation (19) relates the design eccentricity ed to the displacement (Ub/2)0 at the edge of the

building plan. The mean values of (Ub/2)0 were presented in Figs. 15 and 16 for concrete and steel
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systems, respectively, for two extreme values of the plan aspect ratio: bIa = 1 and bIa = 00. With

(UI:J/2)o known from Figs. 15 and 16, the normalized design eccentricity edlb is determined using

Eq. (19) and presented as function of fi for systems with N resisting planes in the direction of the

ground motion; N has been varied as 2, 4, 8 and 12 (Fig. 21). It is seen that the design eccentricity

increases with fi up to fi ~ 0.9, has a minimum value just below fi = 1, increases up to fi ~ 1.2,

and then remains essentially constant for fi ~ 1.2. The design eccentricity ed for systems with

eight resisting elements 1 is less than 4% and 2% of the plan dimension for RIC and steel systems,

respectively.

The Uniform Building Code specifies an accidental eccentricity of 0.05b independent of the

period ratio fi. The corresponding value of (Ub/2)O is determined from Eq. (19) and presented in

Fig. 22 for the two extreme values of the plan aspect ratio: bla = 1, and bla = 00. For comparison,

the value of (Ub/2)o considering accidental torsion due to stiffness uncertainty, presented earlier in

Fig. 15, is repeated in Fig. 22. These are smaller than the code values over a wide range of period

ratios. The code values are especially large for torsionally-flexible systems with smaller fi, and are

significantly larger in the practical range of fi = 0.8 to 1.25.

2.9 Conclusions

Accidental torsion occurs in elastic response of buildings due to uncertainty in the stiffness distri­

bution, uncertainty in the mass distribution, foundation rotation, and other sources of torsion not

considered explicitly in analysis. This investigation of accidental torsion in buildings due to one of

these factors, uncertainty in structural element stiffnesses, has led to the following conclusions:

1. Uncertainty in stiffnesses of structural elements implies that the true values of lateral and

torsional stiffnesses can not be predicted exactly, and that a nominally-symmetric system

is really asymmetric to some unknown degree. The plan asymmetry introduces coupling

between the lateral and torsional motions of the structure. This torsional coupling is the pri­

mary contributor to the increase in deformations of structural elements arising from stiffness

uncertainty.

2. The increase in structural element deformations due to stiffness uncertainty is the largest

under the assumption that stiffnesses of different resisting elements are statistically uncor­

1 A sample of 50 buildings showed that the mean number of resisting frames in real structures was above seven,

therefore, systems with N = 8 are considered in this study to represent real structures.
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related. The results presented under this assumption overestimate building torsion due to

stiffness uncertainty because some correlation will always exist among the actual element

stiffnesses in a building.

3. The increase in response due to the accidental torsion caused by stiffness uncertainty is

relatively insensitive to the uncoupled vibration period of the system Ty • However, this

increase is very sensitive to the value of the lateral to torsional period ratio n; it has local

maxima at n~ 0.9 and n~ 1.1; decreases steadily for nvalues less than 0.9 and greater

than 1.1; and changes rapidly from its maxima at n= 0.9 and 1.1, to a minimum at n~ 1.

Therefore, the increase in response of systems with n ~ 1 due to stiffness uncertainty in

small. This is a consequence of the fact that the response of such systems is insensitive to

the introduction of stiffness eccentricity.

4. The increase in structural element deformations arising from accidental torsion due to stiffness

uncertainty decreases with increasing number of laterally resisting planes. For buildings with

eight resisting planes, a number representative of many practical structures, the mean values

of structural element deformations increase by less than 10 and 5 percent, respectively, for

RIC and steel buildings with square plans. These are the largest increases for systems with

n~ 0.9 or 1.1; for other values of nthe increases are much smaller.

5. A sensitivity analysis of the building response with respect to the uncertainty in the element

stiffnesses shows that the response of nominally symmetric-plan systems increases by a greater

amount relative to asymmetric-plan systems.

6. The design accidental eccentricity ed that accounts for the increase in the edge displacements

due to accidental torsion, increases from zero at n= 0 to a maximum at n~ 0.9, decreases

to a minimum at n~ 1, increases to a maximum at n~ 1.2, and then remains approximately

constant for n ~ 1.2. In contrast, the accidental eccentricity of 0.05b, or O.Olb specified in

most building codes does not account for the dependence on n.

7. The mean value of the increase in structural deformations due to stiffness uncertainty is much

smaller than implied by the accidental eccentricity of O.05b or O.Olb specified in most building

codes.
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a) Concrete Structures

b) Steel Structures

Figure 4 Variation of (Ti, the standard deviation of the normalized static eccentricity,
with system parameters N and n
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APPENDIX. A : Response of systems with fi = 1 and small static eccentricity

This appendix explains why the response of a system with fi = 1 and small static eccentricity eis

not importantly affected by changes in the static eccentricity of the system (Fig. 8b).

Consider the equations of motion of a torsionally-coupled single story system:

(20)

where wy = 21r jTy represents the uncoupled lateral vibration frequency of the system; fi the lateral

to torsional period ratio-the latter is computed with the torsional stiffness of the system referred

to the center of stiffness of the building plan; and r is the radius of gyration of the building plan.

Solving the characteristic equation of the system described by Eq. (1), it can be shown that

the natural vibration frequencies of the system are

i = y, (J (21)

Assuming in Eq. (2) fi = 1 and e small, the two natural vibration frequencies of the system are

Wy = )1 + e+ O(e2 ) ~ VI +e

we = )1 - e+O(e2 ) ~ VI - e

(22)

(23)

If e~ 1 is clear that the natural vibration frequencies of the system are equal to their uncoupled

frequencies.

The vibration mode shapes corresponding to the natural vibration frequencies of Eq. (2) can

be written as

(24)

Therefore assuming again that n = 1 and e small, it can be shown that the modes of the system

are

(25)

i.e. the vibration modes are independent of the normalized eccentricity e. This independence of e
in the vibration modes, that applies for esmall, implies that any system response only depends on

e through the system frequencies Wi (Eqs. (3) and (4)). Using the fact that e is small compared
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to one, the system frequencies Wi do not change importantly by the presence of e, thus the system

response for systems with fi = 1 is relatively insensitive to small changes in the normalized static

eccentricity e. In the particular case of a flat design spectrum, the response of systems with n= 1

and small e is independent of e. However, since the design spectrum (Fig. 2) considered varies

with the system frequency, the value of fi for which systems are independent of e is shifted slightly

from one.
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3. ACCIDENTAL TORSION IN BUILDINGS DUE TO BASE ROTATIONAL

EXCITATION

3.1 Introduction

This chapter is concerned with accidental torsion in buildings resulting from base rotational excita­

tion, which is defined as the rotational motion (about a vertical axis) experienced by the building

foundation as a result of spatially non-uniform motions. This spatial variability of the ground mo­

tion underneath the foundation has been traditionally attributed to two effects: (1) wave passage,

because of which different points of the ground surface are excited by the same motion but with a

phase lag, and (2) ground motion incoherence, a term used to recognize that different points of the

ground experience motions with different amplitudes and phase characteristics because of incoming

waves from different locations of an extended earthquake source, wave reflections and refractions

around the building foundation, or changes produced in the waves when traveling from the source

to the structure through paths of different physical properties.

The effects of base rotational excitations on the response of buildings have been extensively

studied in the past. They were first studied in a classic paper by Newmark [1], wherein he presented

a deterministic procedure for estimating the increase in displacements in symmetric-plan buildings

caused by rotational motions of the base due to wave passage effect. Later, Veletsos and co-workers

[2] extended Newmark's work to include the effect of shearing distortion of flexible foundation

systems. Since then, many authors have studied the problem of building foundations subjected to

spatially varying ground motion [e.g. 3,4,5]. Recently, Veletsos and co-workers [6] have studied the

increase in displacements resulting from wave passage and ground motion incoherence in symmetric­

plan buildings supported on rigid circular foundations. All these studies, however, have been based

on assumed models for spatial variability of the ground motions that have not been yet verified

against recorded motions at the base of buildings.

Thus, rotational excitations derived from earthquake motions recorded at the base of buildings

provide an excellent opportunity to evaluate the resulting increase in building response. Fortunately,

multiple channels of translational motions at building foundations have been recorded during recent

California earthquakes. Enough channels of translational motions were recorded at the base of over

thirty buildings to enable computation of base rotational excitations. In this investigation, thirty of

these rotational accelerations are generated and used to compute the resulting increase in building

response.
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Consequently, the objectives of this chapter are to: (1) compute the increase in building re­

sponse resulting from 'actual' rotational motions of the building base, (2) develop simplified analysis

procedures to account for this increase in building response, and (3) evaluate results presented in

Newmark's classic paper, in light of the available ground motion data.

3.2 Base translational and rotational motions

The translational motions recorded by the accelerometers at the foundation level of a building

correspond to averages of the motions of the ground underlying the foundation. Such is the case

because in most buildings, the foundation system is considerably stiff and, therefore, cannot undergo

arbitrary motions at different points. If the foundation is rigid its motion during an earthquake

can be described by six degrees offreedom, in the gross sense: horizontal (x and y) and vertical (z)

translations, rocking about x and y axes, and torsion about the vertical axis. It is this torsional

motion of the foundation, the one denoted here as base rotational excitation, that is of concern in

this investigation.

Considered in this investigation are buildings with stiff foundation systems and that are instru­

mented with at least two parallel accelerometers at their base, so that the rotational excitation

can be computed from the translational motions. Typical foundation systems for the buildings

considered included: (1) spread column footings interconnected by grade beams and a slab on

grade (usually 6 in. thick or less), (2) combinations of spread column footings and continuous wall

footings interconnected by grade beams and a slab on grade, and (3) mat foundations. For such

foundation systems it is reasonable to neglect their in-plane bending and shearing deformations and

compute the rotational acceleration ofthe building base as ago(t) = (agl(t) -ag2(t))/d, where agl(t)

and ag2(t) are the translational accelerations (both x or both y components) recorded at location

1 and 2 at the base, and d is the distance between the two locations. If agl(t) and ag2(t) are in

units of in/sec2 and d is in inches, ago(t) is in radians/sec2 • Similarly, the average translational

acceleration of the base is defined as ag(t) = (agl(t) +ag2(t))/2.

Building records obtained during the Whittier (1987), Loma Prieta (1989), Upland (1990), and

Sierra Madre (1992) earthquakes that are used in this study are listed in Table 1. Also presented

for each building are the peak values of the translational and rotational motions of the building

base computed as indicated above. The peak values of translational acceleration and velocity are

denoted by (agy)o and (vgy )0; and for rotational acceleration and velocity by r(ago)o and r(vgo )0'
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Rotational accelerations and velocities scaled by r = 20Am are also presented in order to compare

them with translational accelerations and velocities. We note that most of the scaled peak rotational

accelerations vary between O.01g and O.1g in contrast to the range O.05g to O.35g for the peak values

of translational accelerations.

Figure 1 shows the ag(t) and rago acceleration histories, computed as described above, for

ten of the buildings in Table 1. The rotational accelerations contain higher frequencies than the

corresponding translational accelerations because the former are computed as the difference between

similar translational motions at two locations on the base. The ratio between the peak values of

the scaled rotational and translational base accelerations varies considerably from record to record;

the mean value of this ratio for the thirty records is about twenty percent.

A more meaningful way to compare base rotational and base translational accelerations is to

obtain the response spectra for each pair of records, and then compute the mean translational

and torsional response spectra over all pairs of records. The response spectrum for translational

acceleration ag(t) is a well known concept in earthquake engineering. The response spectrum for

rotational acceleration ago(t) is defined similarly as the peak value of torsional response of a SDF

torsional oscillator subjected to ago(t) plotted against its torsional vibration period To. Such spectra

were computed for each of the thirty pairs of base motions of Fig. 1. The mean pseudo-velocity

response spectra for base translational and rotational accelerations are presented in Fig. 2 (this

figure also includes four other curves which will be discussed later). As before, the ordinates of the

torsional spectra have been scaled by r = 20Am, the radius of gyration of the hypothetical building

plan, so that the translational and torsional response spectra can be directly compared. Both

pseudo-velocity response spectra have been normalized by the mean peak ground velocity for the

base translations considered, i.e., Vgy = 16 em/sec. This figure shows that the spectral ordinates

for rotational excitation are an order of magnitude smaller than for translational excitation. Also,

because of the higher frequencies noted previously in the former (Fig. 1), the peak values for the

torsional response spectra occur at shorter periods compared to the translational response spectra.

This observation suggests that rotational excitation is expected to cause a larger increase in the

response of short period systems compared to long period systems.
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3.3 Systems considered and analysis procedure

The systems analyzed are idealized single-story buildings consisting of a rigid roof diaphragm,

where all the system mass is lumped; lateral resistance is provided by vertically-rigid structural

elements located along resisting planes in the x and y-directions. As shown in the building plan

(Fig. 3), the ith resisting plane in the x-direction has stiffness kxi and is located at distance Yi

from the CM (center of mass) of the building; analogously, the stiffness and location of plane i in

the y-direction are defined by kyi and Xi, respectively. These resisting planes may have different

stiffnesses in the y-direction and may be unsymmetrically located about the Y axis, creating an

eccentricity e between the CM and the CR (center of rigidity) of the building. On the other hand,

the system considered is symmetric about the x axis. The number of resisting planes in the x and

y directions is N x and !'tTy, respectively.

The dynamic response of the system to base acceleration in the y-direction, agy(t), and base ro­

tational acceleration, ageet), is described by two degrees offreedom: the translational displacement

uy of the CM along the y-direction, and the displacement rue of the rigid diaphragm at distance r

to the right of the CM due only to the rotation ue of the rigid diaphragm. The equations of motion

of the system can be written

[
m 0] { u

y
} [ K

y
Kye/r] { u

y
} -m [1 0] { agy(t)} (1)

o m rue + Kye/r Ke/r2 rue = 0 1 Tage(t)

where r, as mentioned before, is the radius of gyration of the system plan about a vertical axis

passing through the CM and m is the lumped mass at the roof diaphragm; K y = E~l kyi is the

lateral stiffness of the system, Ke = E~l kYiX[ +E{';;l kXiY[, is the torsional stiffness of the building

with respect to the CM; and e = E~l kyiXd E~l kYi is the static eccentricity of the building.

Dividing Eq. (1) by m, the equations of motion can be conveniently written as follows:

where Wy = JKy/m is the uncoupled lateral frequency of the building; n = we/Wy is the ratio

between the uncoupled torsional and lateral frequencies; we = JKOR/(mr2) is the uncoupled tor­

sional frequency ofthe building; and KeR = Ke - K ye2 is the torsional stiffness of the building with

respect to the CR. Thus, the single-story system considered is characterized by four parameters:

W y , n, e/r, and r.
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The equations of motion for the special case of a symmetric-plan building are obtained by

letting e/r = 0 in Eq. (2). Consequently, the off-diagonal term of the stiffness matrix becomes zero

and, hence, the lateral and torsional motions in such a structure become uncoupled, Le., the lateral

motions ofthe CM, uy, and rotational motions of the building diaphragm, ue, result independently

from the translational and rotational excitations, respectively. This fact implies that the response

of the symmetric-plan system can be computed from two independent single degree of freedom

systems: a SDF translational oscillator with natural frequency wyand a SDF torsional oscillator

with natural vibration frequency we = n wy.

Equation (2) is solved to determine the response of systems for two excitation cases: (1) agy(t)

and age(t) acting simultaneously, and (2) agy(t) only. The ratio between building responses com­

puted for these two excitation cases, which is denoted here as normalized building response, provides

a measure of the modification in response due to the rotational excitation. Normalized response

larger than unity implies that accidental torsion resulting from rotational excitation has the effect

of increasing the building response above that due to translational excitation alone.

The response quantities of interest are the peak values over time of the lateral displacements

at distance ±r from the CM. These are denoted as (u+r)o [or (u~r)o] and (u+r)o [or (u-r)o] when

computed for the previously mentioned excitation cases (1) and (2), respectively. The normalized

displacement (u+r)o = (u+r)o/(u+r)o [or (u-r)o = (u~r)o/(u-r)o] is computed for each system

defined by parameters wy,n, e/r, and r, and for each of the thirty base motions considered (Table

1). From this set of thirty pieces of data, their mean value and mean value plus one standard

deviation are computed.

The normalized response (u+r)o [or (u-r)0] depends on the plan dimension b orthogonal to

the direction of horizontal ground motion (Fig. 3), and the plan aspect ratio alb for which two

limiting cases are considered: alb = 1, Le., square plan, and alb = 0, Le., the limiting case of

a unidimensional plan. Such is the case because the rotational excitation of the system rage is

proportional to r, which, in turn, is a function of b and a/b.

Although normalized displacements for both locations at distances +r and -r from the CM

were computed for each system, only the results for (u-r)o on the flexible side of the building (Fig.

3) are presented since the response trends are similar in both cases. The results for (u+r)o on the

stiff side of the building, are included in Appendix A.

Next, the increase in building displacements due to rotational excitation over the response due

to translational excitation alone is first studied for symmetric-plan systems (e/r = 0) because of
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their simplicity and practical importance, followed by unsymmetric-plan systems. Moreover, as

will be shown later, the increase in displacements resulting from rotational excitation tends to be

larger in symmetric-plan systems than for unsymmetric systems.

3.4 Increase in response of symmetric buildings

Presented in this section are results for the increase in displacements of symmetric-plan buildings

resulting from accidental torsion induced by rotational excitation. Results are presented for build­

ings with uncoupled vibration period Ty = 211" /wy varying between 0.05 and 3 sec; torsional to

lateral frequency ratio 11 varying between 1/V3 and V3; three different plan dimensions b = 25,50,

and 100 m; and plan aspect ratios alb = 0 and 1.

Figure 4 presents the mean (heavier lines) and mean plus one standard deviation (lighter lines)

values of the normalized displacement (fLr)o of systems with three different values of the frequency

ratio 11 = 2/3,1.0, and 3/2; plan aspect ratio alb = 1, and plan dimension b=50 m. The normalized

displacement (u-r)o tends to increase as Ty becomes shorter and 11 decreases; it reaches a maximum

value of 1.4 when Ty ~ 0.1 sec and 11 = 2/3, which implies that displacements would increase, in the

mean, by at most 40% due to rotational excitation. However, the values of (iLr)o reduce quickly

as Ty and 11 increase. fudeed, for symmetric systems with vibration periods Ty longer than about

half a second or frequency ratio 11 equal to or greater than one, the mean increase in displacements

is always less than 5%. The mean plus one standard deviation values also decrease with increasing

Ty and 11. Furthermore, the standard deviation for the response (u-r)o is approximately 0.2 for

short period systems and decreases to 0.05 for systems with vibration periods Ty over half second.

Note also that these standard deviations are in most cases larger than the mean values of increase

in displacements due to the rotational excitation.

Similarly, values for the normalized response (u-r)o are shown in Fig. 5 for a wide range of

11 values, fixed values of Ty = 0.5,1, and 2 sec, alb = 1 and b = 50 m. The increase in building

displacements resulting from rotational excitation is insensitive to changes in the frequency ratio

11 unless the building is very stiff ( Ty is very small), and the mean increase is less than 5% for the

range of system parameters considered.

These trends observed for (u-r)o can be qualitatively explained, using the translational and

torsional response spectra already presented in Fig. 2, as follows. Consider first, the scaled torsional

response spectra, (ruo)o, shown for three different values of f!: 2/3,1, and 3/2. Because Ty = f! To,
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the torsional response spectrum for systems with n 1= 1 can be interpreted as translation of the

response spectrum for n = 1 along the period scale by (n - l)Ty ; thus, the shifts are Ty /3 and

Ty /2 for n = 2/3 and 3/2, respectively. Now, intuitively, the larger the ratio between the ordinates

of the rotational and translational response spectra, i.e., the closer the two spectral ordinates, the

higher the expected increase in building displacements due to rotational excitation. Therefore, Fig.

2 indicates that the two spectra are closer for smaller values of n, which implies that rotational

excitation will especially affect such systems. This is especially clear for stiff systems (small Ty );

however, as Ty increases these two spectra separate from each other, implying that the response

to rotational excitation will decrease with increasing Ty (Fig. 3). Furthermore, for systems with

vibration periods over about half a second, changes in n do not significantly affect the ratio between

the ordinates of the two spectra; therefore, in these systems the increase in displacements due to

rotational excitation tends to be insensitive to changes in n (Fig. 5).

Figure 6 shows the mean and mean plus one standard deviation values of (iLr)o as a function

of Ty (upper figure) and n (lower figure) for the two extreme values of plan aspect ratio, alb. The

increase in building displacement induced by rotational excitation is larger in systems with square

plans (alb = 1) than in systems with very narrow plans (alb = 0). Such is the case because, for a

given plan dimension b and fixed plan aspect ratio, the corresponding radius of gyration r is larger

for a building with square plan (alb = 1) than for a building with narrow plan (alb = 0). Therefore,

the building displacement ruo due to rotation of the building plan will increase with increasing r

(or a). Thus, buildings with square plans (alb = 1) provide in most cases an upper bound for the

increase in displacements resulting from rotational excitation. Consequently, the results to follow

are restricted to square-plan buildings.

Structural displacements resulting from rotational excitation will increase with the plan dimen­

sion b. This is apparent in Figs. 7 and 8, where the mean and mean plus one standard deviation

of the response (u-r)o are presented for three different plan dimensions b = 25,50, and 100 m,

and a wide range on values of the uncoupled period Ty and frequency ratio n, respectively. The

results for the new cases b = 25 m and 100 m show similar trends as did the results for b = 50

m presented in Figs. 4 and 5. In particular, for all plan dimensions considered the increase in

response due to rotational excitation tends to be larger for small values of Ty and n, and decreases

rapidly with increasing values of these two parameters (Fig. 7). Moreover, this increase in building

displacement seems insensitive to changes in the frequency ratio n when the translational vibration

period of the building is longer than about half a second (Fig. 8). Note also that the increase in
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building displacement is not proportional to the plan dimension b. For instance, when b = 50 m

and f! = 213 (Fig. 7), the largest increase (over all Ty ) in displacement resulting from rotational

excitation is approximately 40%; however, when b = 100 m this increase is larger than 100%.

The observed trends of the building response (iLr)o (Figs. 7 and 8) can be qualitatively ex­

plained using, again, the translational and torsional response spectra presented in Fig. 2. Consider

first the scaled torsional response spectra (rue)o shown for three different b = 25,50, and 100 m. Be­

cause r = bl../6 for a plan aspect ratio alb = 1, an increase in the building plan dimension from b to

b' (with radius of gyration changes from r = b/ v'6 to r' = b'/../6) is represented by translation of the

torsional response spectrum along the response scale by (b' / b-1) r we (ue)o = (r' Ir -1) r we (ue )0'

Consequently, when b = 100 m and f! = 2/3 the response spectrum for rU(J is slightly above the u y

response spectrum, which suggests that, in this case, the increase in building displacements due to

rotational excitation should be larger as previously noted in Fig. 7. Moreover, when the transla­

tional vibration period Ty of the building is longer than about one second, the ratio between the

pseudo-velocity spectral ordinates for rotational and translational excitations (Fig. 2) is essentially

independent of the frequency ratio f!; this observation explains the trends observed from Fig. 8.

3.5 Increase in response of unsymmetric buildings

In this section, results are presented for unsymmetric-plan buildings, analogous to those presented

in the preceding section for symmetric structures. The translation and rotation of such systems

are coupled because of the static eccentricity e (Eq. (2». This implies that the building will

simultaneously undergo translation and torsion when subjected to either of the two base motions,

agy(t) or age(t). Results for the increase in building displacements due to rotational excitation in

these systems are presented next for buildings with plan aspect ratio alb = 1 and plan dimension

b = 50 m, which is large enough to cover most buildings.

Mean and mean plus one standard deviation values of the normalized response (u-r)o are

shown in Fig. 9 for a wide range of uncoupled vibration periods Ty , three different values of the

normalized static eccentricity e/r = 0, 0.25, and 0.5, and frequency ratio f! = 2/3, 1, and 3/2.

The results corresponding to the symmetric case (e/r = 0), presented in Fig. 4, are reproduced

here. For a constant value of elr the mean increase in displacements due to rotational excitation

reaches a maximum for small values of Ty and f!, and reduces rapidly with increasing values of

these parameters. For instance, the maximum increases in building displacement are 40, 19, and
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11 percent for buildings with e/r = 0,0.25, and 0.5, respectively and n = 2/3. However, this mean

increase in displacements is below 5 percent for a wide range of values of Ty and n. In most cases,

the increase in displacements resulting from rotational excitation is larger for symmetric buildings,

compared to unsymmetric structures. This observation is especially evident for systems with short

Ty and small n, where the increase in building displacements due to rotational excitation is the

largest. It also carries over to the increase in displacements at distance r to the right of the eM
(Appendix A) if n and Ty are small, but not otherwise.

Figure 10 shows the mean and mean plus one standard deviation values of (iLr)o as a function

of the frequency ratio n, for three values of the normalized static eccentricity e/r = 0,0.25, and

0.5, and three values of the uncoupled vibration period Ty = 0.5,1, and 2 sec. The mean increase

in building displacements due to rotational excitation decreases with increasing Ty and n, and it is

generally less than 5% for all buildings which are torsionally stiff (n > 1), regardless of the value

of static eccentricity e/r. Again, the mean values of (iLr)o are remarkably insensitive to changes

in the value of n for the range of Ty considered; this observation also applies to the mean plus one

standard deviation results. The latter show that the standard deviation is about 0.13 for small

values of Ty and n, but less than 0.05 otherwise.

3.6 Simplified analysis methods

For design applications, it would be useful to have simplified procedures for conveniently estimating

the increase in building displacements due to rotational excitation. In this section two such methods

are developed. The first is based on the concept of design accidental eccentricity, ea , which is

calibrated in such a way that when used together with the equivalent static lateral forces the

increase in building displacement is identical to that computed from response history analysis

(Figs. 7-10). The second method is based on an extension of standard response spectrum analysis

to consider the simultaneous effects of translational and rotational components of base motion.

The two methods are intended for static or dynamic analyses of the structure, respectively, but not

both.

3.6.1 Design accidental eccentricity

We now determine the eccentricity ea relative to the eM at which the equivalent static lateral force

or base shear, V, should be applied to a one story system in order to account for the accidental
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torsion of the system arising from rotational excitation. The accidental eccentricity ea is first

derived for an unsymmetric plan building and later specialized for the symmetric case.

For the derivation presented next, V is chosen as the static force applied at the CM that

produces a displacement at x = -r equal to (u- r )0' the peak dynamic displacement due only to

the translational component of ground motion (Fig. lla), Le.

V Ve
(u-r)o = K y + K9 (e + r) (3)

Now the same static force V is applied eccentrically relative to the CM at distance ea , yet to

be determined. This accidental eccentricity is determined to satisfy the requirement that the

the displacement at x = -r is the same as (u~r )0' the peak dynamic displacement due to the

simultaneous action of translational and rotational components of ground motion (Fig. llb), Le.

(
* V V(ea + e)

u_r)o = RT + J( (e + r)
y 1.9

Dividing Eq. (4) by (3), and solving for ea we obtain

Now, if the building is symmetric, i.e., e / r = 0, Eq. (5) reduces to

(4)

(5)

(6)

Note that V does not appear in the equations for ea/b. This accidental eccentricity can therefore

be used in conjunction with any reasonable value of V including the code value. Equations (5) and

(6) relate the accidental eccentricity ea to the normalized displacement (u-r)o at distance r to the

left of the CM. Normalized displacements at other locations, such as the left edge of the building

plan, could be used in determining ea' The resulting accidental eccentricities ea are, however, quite

insensitive to the location selected; however, the value ea obtained from the location x = r can be

slightly larger than that computed using the location x = -r (Appendix A).

Substituting for the values of (u-r)o from Figs. 7-10 in Eqs. (5) and (6) leads to the ea/b values

presented in Fig. 12 for a wide range of uncoupled vibration periods Ty , frequency ratios n = 2/3,1,

and 3/2, and normalized static eccentricities e/r = 0,0.25, and 0.5. The computed accidental

eccentricities show similar trends as did the values of (u-r)o because ea/b is proportional to (u-r)o­

1, the increase in displacement due to rotational excitation (Eqs. (5) and (6». Consequently, the

accidental eccentricity ea/b tends to be larger for systems with short uncoupled vibration periods Ty
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and smaller 11, which implies increasingly torsionally flexible systems; ea/b reaches a maximum of

7% for systems with 11 = 2/3 and Tv ~ 0.1 sec, and is less than 2% for a wide range of combinations

of Tv and 11. In some cases, the design eccentricity ea/b is negative, indicating that the structural

response is reduced because of rotational acceleration.

Additional results of ea/b for a wide range of 11 values, three values of uncoupled vibration

period Tv = 0.5,1, and 2 sec., and normalized static eccentricity e/r = 0,0.25, and 0.5 are shown

in Fig. 13. The accidental eccentricity, ea/b, is insensitive to changes in 11, in the same way as

(u-T)o in Figs. 8 and 10, and is smaller than 2% for all values of 11; for most cases it is less than

1%, and eventually becomes negative for some combinations of the building parameters.

The Uniform Building Code specifies an accidental eccentricity of 0.05b independent of the

translational vibration period Ty and frequency ratio n. The computed values of ea presented here

are much smaller than the code values except for systems with long plan dimension, say b ~ 50 m,

short vibration periods Ty , say Tv < 0.5 sec, and small torsional stiffness (n < 1). For such systems

the computed accidental eccentricities are similar to, or slightly larger, than the UBC.

One advantage of using accidental eccentricity to account for the increase in building displace­

ments due to rotational acceleration is that the concept is appealing and easy to use in conjunction

with equivalent static analysis of the building. Although developed here with reference to a one­

story system, the concept is extendible to a special class of buildings that satisfy the following

properties [7]: (1) the CM of all floors lie on a vertical line, (2) the resisting planes are arranged

such that their principal axes form an orthogonal grid in plan and are connected at each floor by

a rigid diaphragm, and (3) the lateral stiffness matrices of all resisting planes along one direction

are proportional to each other.

Unfortunately, the computed values of ea/b vary considerably depending upon the values of the

system parameters Tv, 11, e/r and b. It is impractical to account for such variations of ea/b in the

context of code design of buildings. On the other hand, a constant value selected to cover all system

parameters has the drawback that it would provide overly conservative results for many situations.

More importantly, the value of the accidental eccentricity used says very little about the actual

increase in response expected in the structural elements, since the latter depends importantly on

the values of the frequency ratio n and normalized static eccentricity e/r for the building.
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3.6.2 Response spectrum method

An alternative simplified analysis procedure to include the increase in response resulting from rota­

tional acceleration, especially suited for dynamic analysis of a structure, is the response spectrum

method. This well known method is widely used to estimate the peak structural response due to

a single component of base motion. Here, we are dealing with translational and rotational acceler­

ations acting simultaneously and the peak responses to the two individual excitations need to be

appropriately combined. This problem is not very different, however, from the one of computing

the peak response of a building subjected to two horizontal components of ground motion for which

a combination rule is available [8].

When applying the response spectrum method to estimate the structural response to multiple

components of base motion, three pieces of information are required: (1) the mean response spec­

trum for each of the base motion components-for the problem at hand these response spectra are

available in Fig. 2; (2) a rule for combining the peak responses of the structure due to each ground

motion component, separately (Appendix B); and (3) the correlation coefficients between different

modal responses and ground motions (Appendix B).

Using the mean pseudo-velocity response spectra of uy and rue (Fig. 2), the maximum response

of the one-story building is estimated as follows: (1) define the system parameters Ty, fl, efr, and r;

(2) define the modal damping ratios for each of natural vibration mode-these modes are uncoupled

if the system has a symmetrical plan; (3) compute the natural vibration frequencies and modes of

the system, (4) compute the peak response (ry)o of the structure due to translational (y) component

of base motion by combining the peak modal responses obtained using the mean response spectrum

in Fig. 2; (5) compute, analogous to step (4), the peak response (re)o of the structure due to the

rotational component of base motion characterized by the mean response spectrum of Fig. 2; and

(6) combine the peak responses (ry)o and (ro)o appropriately.

Because the natural vibration frequencies in coupled lateral motions of buildings are often closely

spaced, the modal correlation terms should be included in the modal combination procedures needed

in steps (4) and (5). This can be accomplished by the CQC rule.

Similarly, in step (6) a cross response term should be included in combining the peak responses

to the individual components of base motion (Appendix B). However, the mean cross correlation

between the translational and rotational excitations is small (Appendix B) and the building response

can be estimated by combining its peak response to each base motion independently using the square
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root of the sum of the squares (SRSS) rule:

To ~ J(Ty)~ + (Te)~ (7)

Note that Eq. (7) is not restricted to a single story system; it is equally applicable to compute

the peak response of a multistory building due to the simultaneous action of translational and

rotational excitations. However, the computation of peak responses (Ty)o and (Te)o to individual

components of base motion should be modified to recognize the 2N natural modes of a one-way

unsymmetric N-story building in contrast to the two modes of a one-story building. Further, Eq.

(7) can still be used for general unsymmetric plan systems provided the peak responses (Ty)o and

(Te)o are computed based on the 3N vibration modes of the building.

Figure 14 compares the normalized building displacement (iLr)o estimated using Eq. (7) and its

mean values determined from response history analysis (Figs. 7-10). In most cases, Eq. (7) provides

reasonably good estimates of the exact response including the effects of rotational acceleration for

any combination of the system parameters; thus, avoiding the excessive conservatism inherent in a

constant accidental eccentricity.

Fig. 14 also presents the values of the normalized response (u-r)o computed using the thirty

percent rule, Le., (Ty)0+0.3(Te)0, present in the DBC and other building codes to combine the effects

of two components of base motion. This is done even though there is no statistical justification

to use this rule in the case of translational and rotational excitations. These results show that

the thirty percent rule always overestimates the 'exact' mean value of (u- r )0' Both the SRSS

and thirty percent rules require similar computational work; therefore, the SRSS rule, given its

statistical justification and more accurate results, is preferable.

The additional computational effort required to include in Eq. (7) the response to rotational

acceleration is minimal since identical vibration modes and frequencies are used to compute the

structural response to both excitations. However, most commercially available structural analysis

programs are not able to handle the case of response spectrum analysis of buildings with multiple

excitations; this can be achieved, however, with slight modifications of the computational codes.

3.7 Comparison with Newmark's approach for symmetrical buildings

A deterministic procedure for estimating the increase in building response resulting from rotational

excitation in symmetric-plan buildings was presented in 1969 by Newmark [1]. In this section

we examine and compare the results presented in his classic paper with the ones presented here
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(8)

using the available ground motion data for rotational excitation. Let us first summarize briefly

Newmark's approach.

Newmark assumed that the rotation of the building foundation ugo is equal to the rotation

experienced by an infinitesimal element of the ground surface due to a wave with components

ugx(Y - ct) and ugll (x - ct) traveling at speed c along the building foundation, Le.,

U 0 = 1/2( augx _ augll ) ~ aUgli
9 ay ax ax

He showed that, for this motion, the peak values of the rotational excitation (ugo )0' angular velocity

(ugo )0' and angular acceleration (ugo)o satisfy

(9)

Newmark considered translational ground motion with a peak ground displacement (ugll )0' ve­

locity (ugll )o, and acceleration (ugll )o of 25.4 em, 38.1 em/sec, and 304.8 cm/sec2 , respectively. He

also estimated the peak value of (ilgll )0' the time derivative of the ground acceleration, as 12700

cm/sec3-this was needed for computing the peak rotational acceleration of the base (Eq. (9)). Us-

ing these parameters for translational ground motion in Eq. (9), he estimated (ugo)o , (ugo)o and (ugo)0'

Using appropriate elastic response amplification factors he then constructed the elastic response

spectrum for the translational and rotational component of base motion as shown in Fig. 15. The

response spectrum for rotational excitation is presented for two values of the transit time T, the

time required for the wave to travel across the building plan dimension b; T = b/c = 0.05 and

0.1. Note that the torsional response spectrum has been scaled by b/2 = 15.25 m (50 ft). Both,

translational and torsional response spectra, have been normalized with respect to the peak ground

velocity (=38.1 em/sec) ofthe translational ground motion.

Newmark then developed a result for accidental eccentricity which can be expressed as:

(10)

where (ulI )o is the ordinate of the translational response spectrum for the lateral vibration period

Ty of the system, and (uo)o is the ordinate of the torsional response spectrum for the torsional

vibration period To = Ty/f! of the system.

Newmark's results can be compared with ours in three stages: (1) the response spectra for

the rotational and translational excitations, (2) the ratio between torsional response and lateral

response, and (3) the normalized accidental eccentricity ea/b.
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Figure 15 shows the mean response spectra for translational and rotational excitations computed

from the recorded base motions (Table 1) superimposed over Newmark's spectra presented above.

For proper comparison the mean response spectrum for 'recorded' rotational excitations has been

scaled by the ratio (b/2)/r = (30.5/2)/50 = 0.305, to account for the change in building plan

dimensions between Figs. 2 (b = 5Dm) and Newmark's work (b = 3D.5m). The shapes of the two

translational spectra are similar; however, the magnitudes of the two spectra are different since

the peak ground velocity used to normalize each response spectrum was different. This difference

in magnitude between the two spectra is not important since we are concerned with the relative

increase in structural displacements due to rotational excitation. However, Newmark's spectra

for rotational excitation are between two and seven times larger than the one computed from the

recorded motions, depending on the value chosen for the transit time T. Despite this difference,

Newmark identified the higher frequency content in the torsional response spectra; this effect was

observed in Figs. 1 and 2.

Next we compare the ratio between the responses (UfJ)o and (uy)o of a symmetric system to

rotational and translational base motions, respectively. Fig. 16 shows the quantity (b/2) (UfJ)o/( uy)o

computed from the values of (UfJ)o and (uy)o given by the response spectra for rotational and

translational components of base motion (Fig. 15). The results obtained using Newmark's response

spectra are shown for two transit times, together with the mean values obtained from the response

spectra from earthquake records. The trends of this displacement ratio are similar in both cases;

the ratio decreases with increasing Ty up to 3 sec, approximately, and then remains essentially

constant for longer periods. However, Newmark's results are three to seven times larger than those

from recorded motions.

We now identify an important difference between Newmark's approach and this work in calibrat­

ing the design eccentricity to represent the torsional response of buildings to rotational excitation.

The difference lies in the measure used to define this response. In our work (Eq. (6» this measure is

(u-r)o -1 = ((u:"r)o - (uy)o)/( uy)o' which is the increase in peak response due to the simultaneous

action of the two base motion components over the maximum response (uy)o due to translational

excitation alone; this increase was computed exactly from response history analyses. In contrast,

Newmark's measure (b/2) (UfJ)o/(Uy)o is the peak torsional response (b/2) (UfJ)o to the rotational

excitation alone normalized relative to the peak translational response (uy)o to the translational

excitation alone. This measure would be identical to ours if the responses (b/2) UfJ(t) and uy(t)

attained their peak values at the same time instant and the two were additive. Thus Newmark's

61



measure is equivalent to the assumption that the maximum response of a system subjected to the

two excitations simultaneously can be computed by the absolute sum of the response to the two ex­

citations individually. It is because of this excessively conservative assumption that the accidental

eccentricities computed by Newmark's approach (Eq. (10)) will be very conservative.

This expectation is confirmed by Fig. 17 where we compare our results with those from New­

mark's approach. The latter were computed from Eq. (10) and the values for (uy)o and (ue)o from

Newmark's spectra presented in Fig. 16. Our results were obtained from Eq. (6) and the values

of (iLr)o presented in Fig. 7. Newmark's results are for buildings with plan dimension b = 30.5m

whereas ours are for b = 25 m. However, this discrepancy is of little consequence because our results

are about the same even for b = 50 m (Fig. 12). It is seen that Newmark's approach leads to much

larger values of accidental eccentricity over a wide range of system parameters, especially for short

period systems or torsionally flexible systems. Note that the results from Newmark's approach are

presented for T = 0.05 sec; the larger value of T = 0.1 gives even larger values of ea/b, especially for

smaller values of n. Two factors explain the large difference in the accidental eccentricity obtained

by the two approaches. First, the torsional response spectrum considered by Newmark is three to

seven times larger than the one obtained from recorded motions whereas the two normalized trans­

lational response spectra are similar (Fig. 16). Second, Newmark's approach to compute accidental

eccentricity assumes that the peak values of the torsional and lateral responses of a symmetric-plan

building occur simultaneously, which leads to very conservative values of accidental eccentricity.

3.8 Conclusions

This investigation of accidental torsion in buildings induced by base rotational motions has led to

the following conclusions:

1. The time-history of rotational excitation, computed from the difference between translational

motions recorded at two different points of the building foundation, shows higher frequency

content compared to the base translation. Response spectra for earthquake motions recorded

at thirty building sites showed that the ordinates of the mean response spectrum for rotational

excitation are an order of magnitude smaller than for base translation.

2. The increase in displacements of symmetric buildings resulting from accidental torsion due to

rotational excitation is larger for systems with small vibration periods (less than about half a

second) and small ratios of the torsional to translational frequencies (n < 1). However, this
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increase in displacements is less than five percent for long period systems (longer than half a

second) or systems that are torsionally stiff (n > 1).

3. The increase in building displacements resulting from accidental torsion is insensitive to

changes in the frequency ratio n unless the building is very stiff (Ty < 0.5 sec).

4. Buildings with longer plan dimension perpendicula.r to the direction of ground motion un­

dergo greater accidental torsion due to rotational excitation, with the building displacement

increasing by over a hundred percent for building plans of about one hundred meters.

5. The accidental torsion effects, when significant, are larger for symmetric-plan buildings com­

pared to unsymmetric-plan systems.

6. The accidental eccentricity ea that accounts for the increase in building displacements due to

rotational excitation is larger for systems with short uncoupled vibration period Ty and small

n. In fact, ea/b reaches a maximum of 7% for systems with Ty ~ 0.1 sec, decreases quickly

with increasing Ty, and is less than 2% for systems with Ty > O.5sec, regardless of the value

of the frequency ratio. The computed values of accidental eccentricity are much smaller than

the code values of O.05b to O.lb except for systems with long plan dimension, say b ~ 50 m.

7. These accidental eccentricities are shown to be between seven to twenty times smaller than the

values computed using Newmark's approach. Two factors explain the large difference in the

accidental eccentricities obtained by the two approaches. First, the torsional response spec­

trum developed by Newmark is three to seven times larger than the mean torsional response

spectrum computed from earthquake records. Second, Newmark's approach to compute ac­

cidental eccentricity assumes that the peak values of the torsional and lateral responses of

a symmetric-plan building occur simultaneously, which leads to very conservative values of

accidental eccentricity.

8. Alternatively, the building response due to the rotational and translational excitations, act­

ing simultaneously, can be estimated by computing the peak response to each base motion

independently and combining the peak values using the SRSS rule.
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APPENDIX A: Increase in response at the stiff edge of buildings

This appendix contains results of the increase in building displacements, due to accidental

torsion, at distance +r to the right of the CM (stiff side). Results are presented for the normalized

response (u+r)o and calibrated accidental eccentricity ealb.

Mean and mean plus one standard deviation values of the normalized response (u+r)o are

shown in Fig. A.l for a wide range of uncoupled vibration periods Ty , three different values of

static eccentricity elr= 0, 0.25, and 0.5, and frequency ratio n= 2/3, 1, and 3/2. The increase

in displacements at the stiff side of the building, (u+ r )0' shows similar trends as the increase in

displacements at the flexible side (Fig. 9), i.e., (u+r)o decreases with increasing values of the

uncoupled vibration period Ty or increasing values of n. However, (u+r)o is not always larger for

symmetric systems than for unsymmetric ones, as it was in the case of (u- r )0' Larger responses

for symmetric systems occur only for small values of the frequency ratio n, and the tendency is

reversed as n increases. In general, values of the normalized response (u+r)o are smaller than 5%

unless Ty is very short (less than half a second) and n is small (n < 1), in which case the increase in

displacements due to rotational excitation may reach up to 30%. Furthermore, comparison between

Figs. A.l and 9 shows that the increase in response due to accidental torsion is slightly larger at the

stiff side of the building when the frequency ratio n is larger than one; this observation is evident

for large values of elr.

Figure A.2 shows the normalized response (u+r)o for a wide range of frequency ratios n, elr =

0,0.25, and 0.5, and Ty = 0.5,1, and 2 sec. Consistent with the results at the flexible side of the

building (Fig. 10), the response (u+r)o shows little dependence with the value of n for the range

of uncoupled vibration periods considered.

Using the normalized responses presented in Figs. A.l and A.2, we now compute accidental

eccentricities calibrated for the increase in response due to accidental torsion at the stiff side of the

building. Equation (5) is re-written for points at the right of the CR as follows:

ea [( A ] ( n
2

r (b= ur)o-1 l_elr- elr )(T) 11)

All terms in this equation were previously defined in Eq. (5). Comparison between Eqs. (11)

and (5) shows that if the static eccentricity elr and the frequency ratio n are large, the factor

(n2/(1 - elr)) - elr (Equation (11)) is considerably larger than the factor (n 2/(1 + elr)) + elr

in Eq. (5). This implies that accidental eccentricities computed from Eq. (11) can be larger than

those computed from Eq. (5) even if the normalized response (u+r)o is smaller than (u-r)0'
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Values of ea/b thus derived are shown in Figs. A.3 and AA for a wide range of uncoupled

vibration periods Ty and frequency ratios n, respectively. Comparing the values of accidental

eccentricity presented in Figs. A.3 and 12 for the stiff and flexible side, respectively, it is apparent

that in torsionally flexible systems (uppermost figure) the values of ea/b at the flexible side of the

building (Fig. 12) are larger than for the stiff side; the opposite occurs when n is large. In either

case, however, the accidental eccentricity shows similar trends, Le., it decreases with increasing Ty

or increasing n. Similar observations are obtained when comparing the accidental eccentricity as a

function of the frequency ratio n (Figs. AA and 13).
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APPENDIX B: Modal superposition rule to account for base rotation

The use of the response spectrum method for computing the expected value of the mean peak

response of a system subjected to multiple base motions requires three pieces of information: (1)

the response spectra for each base motion present, (2) a combination rule for estimating the peak

response from the peak modal responses of the structure resulting from each base motion, and

(3) the correlation coefficient between different modal responses and different base motions. This

appendix reviews aspects of the implementation of steps (2) and (3) above that have been studied

earlier by Der Kiureghian [1].

In his work, Der Kiureghian shows that the expected value of any peak response, To, of the

system can be computed using the following approximate combination rule for the peak modal

responses Tui, where u and i denote the excitation and vibration mode, respectively:

2 2 N N

To = E[maxlr(t)1] = 2: 2: 2: 2: ruirvjpquiqvj
u=1 v=1 i=1 j=1

(12)

where the outer two summations are over the base motions and the inner two over the vibration

modes; qui and qvj are the unit mass modal responses for modes i and j and base motions u and

v, respectively; Pquiqvj is the correlation coefficient between the unit mass modal responses qi and

qj for the base motions u and v, respectively; and N is the number of vibration modes.

Equation 12 can be re-written in simpler terms as follows:

(13)

where (ry)~ = Lf::l L~l rliTljpqiqj and (Te)~ = Lf::l L~l r2iT2jpqiqj are the peak responses of

the building computed independently for the translational and rotational excitations, respectively;

and (Tye)o = L~#v L;#u L~l l:f:,l ruiTvjpquiqvj is a cross excitation-response term.

In using Eq. (B.2), the correlation coefficient Pquiqvj needs to be specified. Geometrically,

this correlation coefficient is equal to the area underneath the cross PSD (Power Spectral Density

function) between the two modal responses qui and qvj normalized by the product of the standard

deviations of these responses [1], i.e.

(14)

where Hi(iw) and Hj( -iw) are the frequency response functions for modes i and j, and Gii.ii is the

cross PSD between base accelerations ii and v.
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(15)

A difficult problem when using Eq. (14) is to specify an appropriate cross PSD Gilv for the

two base motions. If these base motions u and v are assumed to be correlated white noises, with

correlation coefficient Pilv independent of frequency, the resulting correlation coefficient Pqu,qvj is

(using [2]):
8JUj(~i +fJij~j)f3ff2

P - Pilv
qu,qvj - (1 - fJ~)2 +4~i~j{Jij(1 + fJ[j)2 +4(e +~;)f3~

where f3ij = wi!Wj,Wj > Wi is the ratio between the vibration frequencies in modes i and j.

Equation (15) shows that the correlation coefficient Pqu,qvj is proportional, by a factor Pilv, to

the well known modal correlation coefficient Pij used in the CQC method [2] (Fig. B.1). This

fact simplifies considerably the numerical implementation of the combination rule described by Eq.

(13) since the only extra piece of information required is the correlation between base motions Pil:U.

Figure B.1 shows values of Pilij computed from the thirty base motions used in this investigation

(Table 1). Their magnitude is in most cases less than 0.3, and their mean is approximately zero.

A more 'realistic' approximation for the correlation coefficient can be computed assuming that

the random process, for which the base motions presented are realizations, is ergodic. If this

assumption holds, we can estimate numerically from each record the cross PSD Gilv using for

instance Welch's method [3] for spectral estimation, and proceed numerically with the integration

of Eq. (14). Figure B.2 shows examples of Pqu,quj' computed from eight base translations and

rotations obtained from records of the Loma Prieta earthquake, as a function of the frequency

ratio f3ij. As shown in the figure, this correlation coefficients are quite different in magnitude to

the ones obtained by the assumption of whiteness in the random process. Indeed, the maximum

values for the correlation coefficient obtained from the records can be a hundred percent larger

than the ones shown in Fig. B.lo Both keep still certain common features such as a peak for values

of f3ij ~ 1 and a steady decrease for values of fJij departing from one. Moreover, the correlation

coefficients computed from the base motions vary from record to record since the process is in fact

non-stationary and thus non-ergodic. However, in a mean sense, the effect of statistical correlation

between translational and rotational excitations on the building response is expected to be small

since the sign changes in Pqu;qvj from record to record.

Consequently, for most practical cases, the effect of correlation between the base motions could

be neglected. In that case, Eq. (13) reduces to

M N N

ro = E[maxlr(t)1J = L L L ru;rujpquiquj = J(ry)~ + (r8)~
u=1 ;=1 j=1
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i.e., the SRSS rule for combining the peak responses due to each base motion independently.
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4. USING ACCIDENTAL ECCENTRICITY IN CODE-SPECIFIED

STATIC AND DYNAMIC ANALYSES OF BUILDINGS

4.1 Introduction

As mentioned in Chapter 1, building codes require for static analysis of a building that the effects of

torsion be considered by applying the equivalent lateral forces at a distance ed from the CS (center

of stiffness). For most codes this design eccentricity ed has the form:

(1)

where es is the static stiffness eccentricity and j3b the accidental eccentricity. For each structural

element the value ±i3b leading to the larger design force is to be used.

The use of accidental eccentricity in dynamic analysis of buildings varies among building codes.

For instance, the lJBC specifies that accidental torsion effects may be included in dynamic analysis

by shifting the CM of each floor a distance equal to the accidental eccentricity ±j3b from its nominal

position, and that for each element the accidental eccentricity ±j3b leading to the larger design force

is to be used. This procedure has not only become an accepted practice in the profession in the US

but also in several other seismic countries. Now, the increase in building response due to accidental

eccentricity computed using code-specified dynamic analysis of the system is in general different

from the increase in response obtained using static analysis with equivalent static forces shifted a

distance ±j3b from the CM on each floor.

Consequently, the objectives of this chapter are to: (1) evaluate the differences in building

response resulting from the use of the code specified accidental eccentricity j3b in dynamic or static

analysis of the building, and (2) identify, in light of these results, possible inconsistencies between

the two alternative code analysis procedures for incorporating the effects of accidental torsion.

This investigation considers the effects of accidental eccentricity j3b in three different types of

systems: single-story buildings, a special class (defined later) of multistory buildings, and general

multistory buildings. Each of these systems is studied in the sequence stated in different sections

of this paper. Besides, two other interesting issues regarding the use and interpretation of code

accidental-torsion provisions are identified and discussed: (1) discrepancies between measures of

accidental torsion based on global response quantities (base shear and torque) instead of element

deformations and internal forces, and (2) the heightwise variation of accidental eccentricity. Finally,

implications ofthese results in terms ofthe current code accidental-torsion provisions are presented.
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4.2 Response quantities

In this investigation the response quantities of interest are the: (1) responses of the building r; and

rs , computed from static analysis of the system with code lateral forces and considering accidental

eccentricity or without considering it, respectively; (2) peak values over time of the dynamic re­

sponse ofthe building, rJ and rd, computed by shifting the CM a distance ea = ±,8b-selecting for

each element the ea value leading to the larger response- or without shifting it, respectively; (3)

ratio between static responses, f s = r;/rs , and dynamic responses, fd = r'd/rd, denoted hereafter as

normalized static and dynamic responses, respectively; and (4) ratio between the normalized

dynamic and static responses, r, denoted hereafter as the dynamic response factor.

The normalized static and dynamic responses f sand f d will exceed one because most codes do

not permit reduction in response below its value excluding accidental eccentricity. Values of the

dynamic response factor r above one imply that the increase in building response due to accidental

eccentricity predicted by dynamic analysis is larger than that from static analysis.

4.3 Single-story systems

The systems analyzed are single-story buildings consisting of a rigid diaphragm, where all the story

mass is lumped; lateral resistance is provided by vertically-rigid structural elements located along

resisting planes in the x and y-directions (Fig. 1). As shown in the building plan (Fig. 1), the ith

resisting plane in the x-direction has stiffness kxi and is located at distance Yi from the CM (center

of mass) of the building; analogously, the stiffness and location of the ith resisting plane in the

y-direction are defined by kyi and Xi, respectively. The resisting planes in the y-direction may have

different stiffnesses and may be unsymmetrically located about the y-axis, creating an eccentricity

es between the CM and the CS of the building. On the other hand, the system considered is

symmetric about the x-axis. The building plan may be divided into flexible and stiff sides, as

shown in Fig. 1, where the stiff and flexible edges are also identified.

The static and dynamic responses of the system are described by two degrees of freedom: the

translational displacement U y of the CM along the y-direction, and the rotation U(J of the rigid

diaphragm about a vertical axis through the CM. Any other response quantity is computed as

a linear combination of these two degrees of freedom, Le., r = dT u, where u = [uy u(JjT. For

instance, the edge displacements at the stiff and flexible edges of the system are computed using

dT = [1 ± b/2] in the static case and dT = [1 ± (b/21= ea )] in the dynamic case. The plus and
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minus sign in front of b/2 are used for computing the displacements at the stiff and flexible edges

of the building, respectively; the =fea. term is introduced to account for the shift in the position of

the center of mass in the dynamic case.

The static response of the building to an equivalent lateral force V in the y-direction applied

at distance ed from the CS is obtained explicitly by solving the system of equations

(2)

where K y = Li=l kyi is the lateral stiffness of the system, KB = Li kyiX; +Li kxiy; is the torsional

stiffness of the system with respect to the CM, es = Li kyix;f Li kyi is the static eccentricity

between the CM and CS, and ed is the design eccentricity presented in Eq. (1). Using this

equation, the static responses r; and rs are computed from the displacement and rotation u y and

ue of the system with and without accidental eccentricity, Le., for ed as in Eq. (1) and ed = o:es [or

ed = Des], respectively. Hence the normalized static response of the system, Ts, is computed as the

ratio between r; and rs • The system parameters controlling these static responses are the lateral

stiffness Ky, the torsional stiffness Ke, and the static eccentricity ea'

The dynamic response of the system to base acceleration in the y-direction, agy(t), is described

by the following equations of motion:

{
uy } 2 [1 e/r ] { u

y

rue +w
y

e/r n2 + (e/r)2 rUB
(3)

where r is the radius of gyration of the system plan about a vertical axis passing through the

CM; n = we/Wy is the ratio between the uncoupled torsional frequency we = JKeR/(mr2) and

lateral frequency wy = JKy/m of the building; KeR = Ke - K ye2 is the torsional stiffness of the

system with respect to the CSj and e = es + ea.' Using this equation, the dynamic responses of the

system rdand rd are computed from the system displacement and rotation uy and ue of the system

with and without accidental eccentricity, Le., for e = ea ± f3b and e = es , respectively. Hence,

the normalized dynamic response, Td, is computed from the ratio between rd and rd. Finally, the

dynamic response factor r is computed from the ratio between the normalized dynamic response Td

and the normalized static response Ta• Three parameters control significantly this dynamic response

factor: the uncoupled lateral frequency of the system wy , the ratio between uncoupled torsiol.al

and lateral. frequencies n, and the static eccentricity ea'

99



The effect of accidental eccentricity ea is to modify the external forces in static analysis but the

stiffness matrix in dynamic analysis. As a result, the vibration frequencies and mode shapes of the

system change when accidental eccentricity is introduced, implying that a new dynamic analysis

of the system is required to compute the system response for each different value of accidental

eccentricity ea' Thus, dynamic analyses are required for two systems, one with ea = +j3b and the

other with ea = -j3b.

For dynamic analysis of the system the ground motion is characterized by the smooth response

spectrum described in Chapter 2 (Fig. 2). This spectrum is developed by well established techniques

[1] for a ground motion with peak acceleration, velocity, and displacement of 0.5g, 24 inlsec, and 18

in, respectively. Amplification factors of 2.71, 2.3, and 2.01 are chosen for the acceleration, velocity,

and displacement sensitive region of the spectrum. These amplification factors, are appropriate for

5% damping and 84.1% percentile response.

The peak value of the earthquake response of the structural systems described earlier and

governed by Eq.(3) is estimated by the RSA (Response Spectrum Analysis) method using the CQC

modal combination rule. Five percent modal damping is assumed throughout this study.

Two different sets of response quantities are considered in comparing the effects of accidental

eccentricity predicted by dynamic and static analysis of the building. These are (1) the peak

lateral displacements at the stiff and flexible edges of the building plan in the y-direction, U±b/Z,

respectively, and (2) the peak values of base shear and base torque.

4.3.1 Lateral displacements

Presented in this section are results for the normalized static and dynamic displacements at the

stiff and flexible edges of the building plan (U±b/Z)s and (U±b/Z)d, respectively, and the dynamic

response factor r ±b/Z' Such results are presented first for systems with symmetric-plan and later

for unsymmetric-plan systems.

Figure 2 presents the normalized displacements (U-b/Z)s and (U-b/Z)d, and the dynamic response

factor r -b/2 for a wide range of frequency ratios n in symmetric systems with uncoupled lateral

vibration period Ty = 1 sec, and plan aspect ratio alb = 1 (Fig. 1). The normalized static

displacements are computed using the UBC values Q: = 6 = 1 in Eq. (2), and results presented

for two values of accidental eccentricity ealb = ±0.05 and 0.01. Both cases show similar trends in

response. First, the normalized static displacement (U-b/Z)S decreases monotonically as n increases
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implying, as expected, that the increase in response due to accidental eccentricity is smaller in

torsionally stiff systems (n large). Second, the normalized dynamic displacement (u±blz)d remains

relatively constant for n < 0.8, decreases to a minimum at n close to one, increases again to a peak

at n between 1.1 and 1.2, and decreases steadily with larger values ofthe frequency ratio. And third,

the dynamic response factor r -bIz' which is computed as the ratio between the values of (U±b/Z)d

and (U±b/Z)s presented above, shows that the increase in response predicted by dynamic analysis

is larger than that from static analysis for values of n > 0.75 (except for n in the neighborhood of

1) if j3 = 0.05 and for n > 1.1 if j3 = 0.1. On the other hand, this increase in response is smaller

than that predicted by static analysis for n < 0.75 if j3 = 0.05 and for n < 1.1 if j3 = 0.1. Note

that since the buildings considered in this figure are symmetric, these results for the flexible edge

of the building also apply to the stiff edge of the building.

The dynamic response factor r -biZ is presented in Fig. 3 as a function of the frequency ratio n,
for buildings with uncoupled vibration period Ty = 1 sec, and three values of building plan aspect

ratio alb = 0,1/2, and 1. The normalized static responses are computed using again the DBC values

0: = 6 = 1 and j3 = 0.05 in Eq. (2); these values are used in all subsequent figures unless stated

otherwise. The values of r -biZ deviate more from unity in buildings with smaller plan aspect ratio

alb; Le., the differences between the increase in response due to accidental eccentricity predicted

by dynamic and static analysis are least for squared-plan systems (alb = 1). These systems are

selected in all subsequent analyses because of this property, which implies that the differences in

the increase of building response predicted by code-specified dynamic and static analysis will be in

general larger than the values presented in this investigation.

Values of the dynamic response factor r -biZ are shown in Fig. 4 for a wide range of n values,

and four different values ofthe uncoupled vibration period Ty = 0.1,0.5,1, and 5 sec. These periods

were chosen to cover different spectral regions (Chapter 2: Fig. 2). The dynamic response factor

shows similar trends for all values of Ty ; as Ty increases, the differences between the responses

predicted by dynamic and static analysis are reduced if n is, roughly, larger than one and smaller

than 0.8. This situation is reversed when n is in the range 0.8 ~ n ~ 1. Since the trends of

the dynamic response factor are rather insensitive to the value of the uncoupled period, we chose

systems with uncoupled period Ty = 1 sec for all further analyses.

Figure 5 shows the values of the normalized static and dynamic displacements (U±b/Z)S and

(U±b/Z)d for a wide range of n values, five values of static eccentricity eslb = 0 ,0.05,0.1 ,0.15, and

0.25, and accidental eccentricity ealb = ±0.05. As seen in the figure, the static responses (U±b/Z)S
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are quite insensitive to the value of static eccentricity if the frequency ratio 11 is, say, larger than one.

However, for 11 < 1 the responses at the stiff side of the building, (U+b/2)S' increase considerably

with decreasing 11 and increasing static eccentricity. Indeed, the static response (U+b/2)s approaches

infinity as n -- (b/r) Je/b (1/2 - e/b), because for these systems the static displacement at the

stiff edge of the building, (U+b/2)s, is zero. In contrast, (U-b/2)s always decreases with increasing

values of static eccentricity. On the other hand, the normalized dynamic response (U±b/2)d present

trends with the frequency ratio that are different from those of the static case, except for large

n. In particular, the dynamic response of systems with small 11 is increased to a lesser degree

than predicted by static analysis. Moreover, the increase in response due to accidental eccentricity

is generally largest for symmetric systems compared to unsymmetric systems (with es/b < 0.25)

implying that symmetric systems are in general the most sensitive to the introduction of accidental

eccentricity. This observation is consistent with results obtained in Chapter 2.

Figures 6 and 7 show values of the dynamic response factor r ±b/2 for a wide range of 11 values,

five different values of static eccentricity es/b = 0,0.05,0.10,0.15 and 0.25, and two values of

accidental eccentricity ea/b = ±0.05 and 0.1, respectively. The values of r ±b/2 for symmetric

systems (e = 0), originally presented in Fig. 2, are repeated in these figures. In contrast to the

symmetric case, Fig. 6 shows that the values of r +b/2 and r -b/2 for the stiff and flexible edges of the

building, respectively, differ considerably when the system is unsymmetric. Indeed, the dynamic

response factor r+b/2 for the stiff side of unsymmetric-plan buildings deviates considerably from

one if 11 < 0.8. This is because the normalized static displacement at the stiff edge of the system

increases quickly for n < 0.8; however, the normalized dynamic response at this edge is relatively

constant for this range of frequency ratio. On the other hand, the dynamic response factor at

the flexible side, r -b/2' deviates less from one than r +b/2 as expected from the results presented

earlier in Fig. 5. The largest deviations of r -b/2 from unity occur usually for symmetric systems.

In general, the values of r -b/2 are smaller than one if the system is unsymmetric, implying that

for these systems the increase in response predicted by dynamic analysis is smaller than that from

static analysis.

All these observations carryover to systems with accidental eccentricity ea/b = ±0.1 (Fig. 7);

however, as the accidental eccentricity increases, the dynamic response factor tends to deviate more

from one. Exceptions to this rule are symmetric systems with 11 larger than one.

So far, the dynamic response factor r±b/2 has been obtained for normalized static responses

computed using the UBC values a = b = 1 and in Eq. (2). Comparative results for the dynamic
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response factor r±b/2 corresponding to parameters a = 1.5, 8 = 0.5 and {3 = 0.1 as in the NBCC,

and a = 1.5, 6 = 1.0, and {3 = 0.1 as in the Mexico Federal District code, are presented in Fig.

8 for a wide range of frequency ratios and two values of static eccentricity es/b = 0.05 and 0.25.

The dynamic response factor in all three cases shows similar trends; the largest differences between

dynamic and static analysis occur at the stiff edge of the building and for the VBC and Mexican

values of a, 6 and {3. The improvement shown by the NBCC results is due to the parameter 8 = 0.5,

which implies smaller normalized static responses of the system when n is small. Thus, with no

important loss of generality the VBC values a = 6 = 1 and {3 = 0.05 are chosen in subsequent

static analyses.

4.3.2 Equivalent static accidental eccentricity

It is desired to reinterpret the dynamic response results presented earlier in terms of an equivalent

static accidental eccentricity eD. This is the distance from the CM at which a static lateral force

or base shear V should be applied to produce the same displacement (u±b/2)d as computed from

code dynamic analysis of the system with accidental eccentricity. A comparison of this equivalent

static eccentricity with ea = {3b provides a measure of how the increase in edge displacements due

to accidental eccentricity predicted by code dynamic analysis compares with that determined from

code static analysis.

In order to determine the equivalent static eccentricity, V is chosen as the static force that

applied at distance aes from the CS produces a displacement of the flexible edge equal to (U-b/2)d,

the peak dynamic displacement when the system has no accidental eccentricity ({3 = 0), Le.,

( )
_ ~ V aes (b/2 +es )

U-b/2 d - K + K
y e

(4)

Now the same static force V is applied eccentrically relative to the CS at distance aes +eD, where

eD is yet to be determined. This accidental eccentricity is determined to satisfy the requirement

that the displacement of the flexible edge is the same as (U:' b/2)d, the peak dynamic displacement

of the system with accidental eccentricity ±{3b, i.e.,

(
* ) _ ~ V (ae s +eD) (b/2 +es )

u-b/2 d - K y + Ke

Dividing Eq. (5) by (4) and solving for eD we obtain

(5)

((1/2 + e~;b)(b/r)2 +a e/b)
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Similarly, the accidental eccentricity e'Jj calibrated for the peak displacements at distance x =

+b/2 from the CM (stiff edge) can be obtained from

(7)

Note that V does not appear in Eqs. (6) or (7) for computing e~/({3b). This accidental

eccentricity can therefore be used in conjunction with any reasonable value of V including the

code value. Both equations relate the accidental eccentricity e~ to the normalized displacement

(U±b/2)d at the stiff and flexible edges of the building plan, respectively. Normalized displacements

at other locations of the building plan could be used in determining eD. The resulting accidental

eccentricities eD are, however, quite insensitive to the location selected.

Substituting for the values of (UH/2)a presented in Fig. 5 into Eqs. (6) and (7), we obtain the

values of eD/({3b) presented in Fig. 9 as a function of the frequency ratio f!, for three values of static

eccentricity, es/b = 0,0.05, and 0.25. Values of eD/({3b) larger than one imply that the increase in

building response due to accidental eccentricity predicted by code dynamic analysis is larger than

that from code static analysis. The computed ed/({3b) values corresponding to both edges of the

building plan are usually quite different, except for symmetric systems in which case they coincide.

These values of accidental eccentricity clearly depend on the frequency ratio of the system; they

vary between zero and up to three times the code accidental eccentricity 0.05b. The general trends

of these results are in agreement with those presented earlier for the dynamic response factor r±b/2

in Fig. 6.

It is useful to compare the results just presented for the equivalent static accidental eccentricity

with those from a traditional approach [2] in which this eccentricity is calibrated to give the torque

computed from dynamic analysis. In the context of accidental eccentricity, the traditional approach

may be interpreted as follows. First, consider the peak base shear and torque determined from

dynamic analysis of two single-story systems: (1) a building with no accidental eccentricity, and

(2) a building with its eM shifted through ±{3b. Thus, the difference in the peak values of base

shear and torque Vo and To for system (1) and Vo* and T; for system (2) are clearly due to the

accidental eccentricity ±/3b. Second, define the equivalent static eccentricity eo = To/Vo for system

(1) and e~ = T; jVo* for system (2). This conventional definition of equivalent static eccentricity

can be physically interpreted as the distance from the CS at which the peak base shear Vo [or Vo*J

has to be applied statically to produce the peak base torque To [or T;]. Note that this definition

assumes implicitly that the peak base shear and torque occur at the same instant of time.
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According to the procedure described above, the difference between e~ and eo, represents the

part of the eccentricity e~ that can be associated with the accidental eccentricity fib. Mathemati­

cally,

(8)

where eT = e~ - eo. The two terms eo and eT are directly comparable to nes [or b'es ] and fib in

Eq. (1), respectively. Comparison between eo and nes has been the subject of previous research

[3,4,5]. In this investigation of accidental eccentricity we compare eT with fib, to determine how

the increase in torque due to accidental eccentricity predicted by code dynamic analysis compares

with that determined by code static analysis.

The values of eT/(fib) are superimposed on the data for eD!((3b) in Fig. 9, for a wide range of

frequency ratios n, four different values of the static eccentricity in the system, es = 0, 0.05, 0.10,

and 0.25, and accidental eccentricity ea/b = 0.05. Clearly, the two procedures for defining the

equivalent static eccentricity lead to very different results. For symmetric systems or unsymmetric

systems with static eccentricity es < 0.1, the traditional approach shows amplifications of the

accidental eccentricity 0.05b that are considerably larger than those computed from the building

displacements. For instance, the traditional approach shows that the most critical systems in

terms of amplification of the response due to accidental eccentricity would be those with similar

uncoupled torsional and lateral frequencies, n ~ 1, and small static eccentricity; however, if we

look to the accidental eccentricity eD/(j3b) calibrated from the response quantities of interest, in

this case the edge displacements, these systems are no longer critical. In fact, systems with n ~ 1

are particularly insensitive to the effects of accidental torsion as has been noted earlier in Chapter

2 and is confirmed in Fig. 9. The misconception that systems with similar uncoupled lateral and

torsional vibration periods present the largest increase in response due to torsion is in part due to

the erroneous results derived from the traditional approach based on peak values of base shear and

torque assumed to occur simultaneously.

Consequently, when using equivalent static accidental eccentricity to indirectly account for the

effects of accidental torsion in code dynamic analysis of buildings, this eccentricity should be based

on the response quantity of interest, usually the element deformations or internal forces, and not

on a global response such as the base torque.
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4.4 Special class of multistory buildings

The systems analyzed in this section are multistory buildings satisfying the following properties [3]:

1. The centers of mass of all floors lie on a vertical line.

2. The resisting elements (frames, columns, shear walls or shear-wall cores) are arranged such

that their principal axes form an orthogonal grid in plan and are connected at each floor level

by a rigid diaphragm.

3. The lateral stiffness matrices of all resisting elements along one direction are proportional

to each other; Le., the lateral stiffness matrix of the ith resisting element in the x-direction

k xi = Cxi k x, where Cxi is a proportionality constant and k x is a characteristic stiffness

matrix for the resisting elements. Similarly, the stiffness matrix of the ith resisting element

in the y-direction satisfies kyi = Cyi kyo

4. The building is symmetric in the X-direction.

For buildings having properties 2 and 3 listed above, it can be shown [3] that the centers of stiffness

of all stories lie on the same vertical line. Thus, for this special class of buildings, the static

eccentricity for each floor, which is defined as the distance between the CM of the floor and its CS,

is the same.

The dynamic response of the system to base acceleration in the y-direction, agy(t), is described

as before by two degrees of freedom per floor: the translational displacement Uyj of the CM along

the y-direction, and the rotation UOj of the lh floor rigid diaphragm about a vertical axis through

the CM. The equations of motion of the system can be written [3]

[: :]L~8} (9)

where u y and uo are the N xl vectors of Uyj and UOj, respectively; m is a diagonal matrix of

dimension N, the number of stories, with diagonal entries equal to mj, the mass at the jth floor,

j = 1, ... , N; K y = Li kyi is the sum of lateral stiffnesses of all resisting planes in the y-direction;

e/r = Li Cyixi! Li Cyi is the normalized static eccentricity of the building at each story; Cy =
Li Cyi is the sum of all proportionality constants Cyi for the frames in the y-direction; COR =

Li(Cyixl + Cxiyl) - Cye2 is a parameter directly related to the torsional stiffness of the system
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with respect to the CSj and 1 and 0 are vectors of dimension N with all elements equal to one or

zero, respectively.

It can be shown that the dynamic response of a torsionally-coupled system belonging to the

special class can be related to the responses of two systems: a corresponding torsionally uncoupled

multistory system, governed by Eq. (9) with e/r = OJ and an associated torsionally-coupled, single­

story system (Eq. (3» with the following properties: (1) the static eccentricity ratio e/r for the

torsionally-coupled single-story system is the same as for all the floors of the torsionally-coupled

multistory system, and (2) the ratio Km/(r2K y) of the associated torsionally coupled one-story

system equals the ratio Cm/(r2Cy) ofthe torsionally-coupled multistory system, implying that the

ratio n of uncoupled frequencies is identical in the two systems.

The 2N natural frequencies and mode shapes of a system belonging to the special class described

are given by [3] (Appendix A)

(10)

and,

l/Jnj = { ayntPj } (11)
aontPj

for n = 1,2 and j = 1, ... , N, where Wyj and tP j are the lateral vibration frequencies and modes

of the torsionally-uncoupled, N-story system; and wn and On = {ayn aon}T are the normalized

vibration frequencies and modes shapes of the torsionally-coupled single-story system.

The systems considered are analyzed for the smooth response spectrum already described (Chap­

ter 2: Figure 2), and the peak earthquake response estimated by the RSA method using the CQC

modal combination rule.

Next, we will show that because of the special properties of the class of multistory systems

considered, the normalized values rd and raof the dynamic and static normalized responses of the

building, respectively, are essentially the same as the ones corresponding to the single-story systems

studied in the previous section. Consequently, the dynamic response factor r = rd/ra is essentially

the same for single-story and the special class of multistory systems, and all observations derived

previously for single-story systems are also applicable to this special class of multistory systems.

A proof of this statement is developed first by comparing the normalized dynamic response rd of

single-story and multistory buildings, followed by the static case.

Consider first the dynamic response of the special class of systems described above. It can be

demonstrated [3] (Appendix A) that the peak value of any response quantity, rnj, of a torsionally­
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coupled multistory building in its njth mode of vibration is given by:

Tnj = TnjTj (12)

for n = 1,2; j 1, .. . ,N, where Tj is the value of the same response quantity in the corre­

sponding torsionally-uncoupled multistory system in its jth lateral mode of vibration; and Tnj is the

normalized response of the torsionally-coupled single-story system with uncoupled lateral vibration

frequency wy equal to Wyj. The bar over Tnj indicates that the response of the torsionally-coupled

single-story system is normalized by the response corresponding to a torsionally-uncoupled single­

story system, a system with coincident CM and CS, but all other properties coincident to the

torsionally-coupled single-story system [3].

We can now use Eq. (12) to determine any response of a multistory system. In particular,

consider two analysis cases: (1) a system with eccentricity e = es and no accidental eccentricity,

and (2) a system with e = es ± {3b, Le., with accidental eccentricity ±{3b. Let the response of

the system computed from the first analysis case be represented by Eq. (12). Then, using the

symbol '*' to identify as before building responses computed considering accidental eccentricity

±{3b, the system response corresponding to the second case (system with accidental eccentricity)

can be expressed as

(13)

Note that Tnj is modified to T~j because of accidental eccentricity whereas the response Tj of the

torsionally-uncoupled N -story system in the jth mode, Tj, is unaffected. Thus, dividing Eq.(13)

by (12) gives the normalized response in the n/h vibration mode

(14)

Therefore, the normalized response rnj in the n/h mode is identical to the one that would be

computed using Eq. (3) for a single-story torsionally-coupled system in its nth vibration mode

(n = 1,2).

This equivalence between the modal responses rnj of single and multistory torsionally-coupled

systems does not necessarily imply that the total normalized responses of the two systems are the

same because response contributions of 2N modes are to be combined in the multistory case, in

contrast to only two modes in the case of single-story systems. However, as shown in Ref. [3], if

the earthquake pseudo-acceleration design spectrum is flat or hyperbolic, the combined responses
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using the CQC superposition rule also satisfy an equation that is analogous to Eq. (12):

(15)

where To is the value of the same response quantity in the corresponding torsionally-uncoupled

multistory system, and if is the normalized response ofthe corresponding torsionally-coupled single­

story system. Consequently, for these particular spectra the normalized dynamic responses Td turn

out to be identical for single and multistory systems. Small differences between the responses for

these two systems may arise if the multistory system has vibration modes, higher than the first

(n = 1) modal pair (j = 1,2), contributing significantly to the response and lying on different

regions of the pseudo-acceleration design spectrum.

This completes the proof of why the response Td computed from dynamic analysis of single and

multistory systems belonging to the special class are essentially the same. We now turn to the

question of the static response of these two systems with and without accidental eccentricity.

Consider the response ofthe special class of multistory systems subjected to arbitrary equivalent

static lateral forces f applied at the CM of each floor in accordance with UBC. Any building

response, T s , can be expressed as (Appendix A)

(16)

where To represents the static response of the corresponding torsionally-uncoupled multistory sys­

tem, and if is the response of the associated torsionally-coupled single-story system divided by the

response of the corresponding torsionally-uncoupled single-story system, a system with coincident

CM and CS, but all other properties coincident to the torsionally-coupled single-story system.

Consider the following static analysis cases: (1) a building with equivalent static forces f applied

at the CM of the building, and (2) the building with the same equivalent static forces applied at

distance e = es ± j3b from the CS of the structure. Let the building response for the first analysis

case with no accidental eccentricity be defined by Eq. (16). Now, when accidental eccentricity ±j3b

is considered in the analysis (analysis case (2)), only the static response of the torsionally-coupled

single story system, if, is modified, since the response To, by definition, is unaffected by eccentricity.

Therefore, dividing the static responses ofthe building for analysis cases (2) and (1), the normalized

static response of the building 1's can be expressed again as

(17)
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i.e., the ratio of responses in the corresponding torsionally coupled single-story system with and

without accidental eccentricity. Note that in the static case Ta for the special class of multistory

systems and the single-story system are exactly the same. This concludes our proof.

Although Eq. (17) was derived for an equivalent static analysis procedure in accordance with

UBC, Le., a = 6 = 1, this equation holds for arbitrary values of the parameters a,6 and 13

(Appendix A).

Therefore, based on Eqs. (14) and (17) for Td and Ta, we conclude that the dynamic response

factor r = Td/Ta for single-story systems is expected to be very similar to that for multistory

systems.

Figure 10 shows, for instance, the dynamic response factor r±b/2 associated with the edge

displacements of five story shear-type buildings with fundamental uncoupled vibration period of 1

sec., for a wide range of frequency ratios n, accidental eccentricity ea/b = 0.05, and four values of

static eccentricity e/b = 0,0.05,0.10, and 0.15. Furthermore, the results for the dynamic response

factor on single-story systems already presented in Fig. 6 are included in this figure for the sake

of comparison. The dynamic response factors for single and multistory systems belonging to the

special class are identical, for all practical purposes. Based on these results and the proof stated

earlier we conclude that all observations and conclusions presented before for single-story buildings

are also valid for the special class of multistory systems considered.

An important corollary of this result is that since the normalized dynamic and static responses

presented in Eqs. (14) and (16) depend only on the properties of the corresponding torsionally

coupled single story system, their values are identical in all stories of the building. For instance,

the dynamic response factor r ±b/2 presented in Fig. 10 is valid for the edge displacements at every

floor. Moreover, this dynamic response factor not only applies to the edge displacements at different

floors but to any response of the building that is a linear function of these edge displacements, such

as the story drifts at x = ±b/2, or the bending moments and shears of the structural elements of

a resisting plane at the edge of the building.

4.5 General multistory buildings

The systems considered in this section are idealized multistory buildings that do not belong to the

special class studied previously, and consist of rigid floor diaphragms, where the floor masses are

lumped; lateral resistance is provided by resisting planes in the x and y-directions. The ith resisting
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plane in the x-direction has a lateral stiffness matrix kxi and is located at distance Yij from the CM

at floor j; analogously, the stiffness matrix and location at floor j of plane i in the y-direction are

defined by kyi and Xij. The resisting planes may have arbitrary stiffness matrices in the y-direction

and may be unsymmetrically located about the y-axis, creating variable eccentricities between the

CM and CS2 at different floors. On the other hand, the systems are considered symmetric about

the x-axis.

The dynamic response of the system to base acceleration in the y-direction, agy(t), is described

as before by the vector u y of displacements Uyj of the ph floor CM along the y-direction, and the

vector u y of rotations U8j of the lh floor rigid diaphragm about a vertical axis through the CM.

The equations of motion of the system can be written

[: O

]{
.• } [K 1 K]{ } { }U y Y :;: y8 U y m 1

m ruo + ~ KyO fx K 0 rug - 0 agy(t)
(18)

where m and K y are the translational mass and lateral stiffness matrix of the system as defined

earlier for Eq. (7); Kyo = L:i kyi X i is the lateral-torsional coupling matrix and Xi is a diagonal

matrix with diagonal terms Xij; and K 0 = L:i(XikyiXi+ YikxiYi) is the torsional stiffness matrix

of the system with respect to the CM and Yi is a diagonal matrix with diagonal terms Yij.

The systems considered are analyzed for the smooth response spectrum already described (Chap­

ter2: Fig. 2), and their peak earthquake response estimated by the RSA method using the CQC

modal combination rule.

Since the number of parameters required to define multistory buildings rapidly becomes un­

manageable as the number of stories increases, results presented next aim only to provide practical

engineering bounds for the differences between the increase in building response due to accidental

eccentricity predicted by dynamic analysis versus that predicted from static analysis.

Consider two five-story shear-type buildings with static eccentricities-computed as the distance

between the CM and the CS for each story as a single-story system-from bottom to top es/b =

{0.1O 0.10 0.05 0.05 0.05}T and es/b = {0.25 0.25 0.125 0.125 0.125}T, accidental eccentricity

ea/b = 0.05, identical masses and stiffnesses in all stories, and fundamental vibration period of 1 sec.

This example is motivated by the fact that lower stories of many actual buildings are unsymmetric

to a greater degree than the upper stories. Note that these systems do not belong to the special

2It is well known that the location of the CS at each floor is dependent on the way we define these points; however,

for the sake of the discussion here, discrepancies between different definitions are not relevant
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class of buildings defined in the previous section since their centers of stiffness do not lie on the

same vertical line.

Figure 11 shows the dynamic response factor r+b/2 computed for the two five-story buildings

described above. Results are presented as a function of the parameter n, which is assumed equal

for all stories and defined as nj = JKfJRj/(KyT2), j = 1, .. . ,N, where KURj is the torsional

stiffness of the lh story with respect to its CS, Ky is a reference lateral stiffness, and T is the radius

of gyration of story j, assumed constant for all stories. This parameter is indeed the ratio between

the uncoupled torsional and lateral frequencies of the two systems considered; this observation

is always true for shear-type buildings with uniform heightwise distribution of story lateral and

torsional stiffnesses. We compare the values of r +b/2 thus computed with the ones that would be

obtained for two multistory systems belonging to the special class, in which the floor eccentricities

are assumed uniform in height and equal to the largest or smallest values of the floor eccentricities in

the five-story building. These two cases are identified in Fig. 11 by the values of static eccentricity

used. It is interesting to note, that in spite of the rather abrupt change in planwise distribution of

stiffness between the second and third stories in each of the example buildings, the variation with

n of the dynamic response factor r ±b/2 for the actual building is quite similar to that for the two

special class multistory systems. Moreover, the r ±b/2 for these two systems seems to bound the

r±b/2 of the actual building. This suggests that the values of r±b/2 in general multistory systems

are not expected to be very different from those predicted by the special class of multistory systems.

In order to provide useful bounds for the normalized dynamic and static responses and the

dynamic response factor for general multistory buildings, we consider two cases: (A) buildings

belonging to the special class of multistory systems considered previously but in which the accidental

eccentricity ea may vary between stories; and (B) buildings with variable static and accidental

eccentricities at each story. In both cases, the static eccentricity of the building at each story is

allowed to vary between ±O.25b, and the accidental eccentricity ea between ±O.05b.

4.5.1 Case A

The problem considered is to determine the maximum value of normalized dynamic displacement

(U±b/2)d and of the dynamic response factor r ±b/2 over all possible multistory buildings belonging

to the special class and for which the accidental eccentricity may vary from story to story in the

range ±O.05b. This is of interest because, we do not know a priori which combination of accidental
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eccentricities ea/b at various stories leads to the largest dynamic response of the building. In

practice, buildings are frequently analyzed by shifting the CM of all floors the same amount ea in

the same direction; however, it is not obvious how conservative or not this procedure is.

We choose the normalized dynamic response (U±b/2)d at the top floor of the building as the

response quantity of interest. This response depends on the values of accidental eccentricity eaj,

j = 1, ... , N at different stories for which we are interested in: finding the combination that

produces the maximum dynamic response and quantifying by how much this response differs from

the one computed by shifting in all floors the centers of mass the same accidental eccentricity ea

in the same direction.

In mathematical terms the problem is stated as

max (U±b/2)d subjected to:

-0.05 ::; eaj /b ::; 0.05, j = 1, ... ,5
(19)

This problem, which is a nonlinear constrained optimization problem, was solved using the

sequential programming method implemented in the optimization toolbox available in MATLAB

[6].

Figure 12 shows schematically the values of story accidental eccentricity (e a / b)i that produce

the maximum value of normalized dynamic responses (U±b/2)d for different ranges of the frequency

ratio n, and two values of the static eccentricity eslb = aand 0.10. These and all subsequent results

are for five-story shear-type buildings with fundamental uncoupled lateral vibration period of 1 sec.

The maximum normalized dynamic response of the system is always achieved for maximum values

±0.05b of the accidental eccentricity. However, the vertical distribution of accidental eccentricity,

as shown in the figure, does not in general coincide with the conventional analysis procedure of

shifting all the masses ea toward the same side of the CM. Despite this fact, the differences in

response that can be attributed to this discrepancy are small and usually occur for small values of

n as presented next.

Figure 13 presents the corresponding peak values of the response (U±b/2)d as a function of n
for the combination of €aj that produces the largest response, and five values of static eccentricity

€s = 0,0.05,0.1,0.15 and 0.25. By comparing this figure with the corresponding results for single­

story and multistory systems belonging to the special class (Fig. 5), it is apparent that the maximum

normalized dynamic responses are about 10% larger than those computed by shifting all the centers

of mass a distance €a toward the same side of the CM for systems with n < 1; the largest difference
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between these two figures occurs for the normalized displacement at the flexible edge of the building

, (U-b/Z)d.

Although the maximum value ofthe dynamic response factor, r±b/Z = (U±b/Z)d/(U±b/Z)S, could

be found similarly to the maximum value of (U±b/Z)d, we must impose the constraint that static

analysis in practice is always performed by applying the equivalent lateral forces shifted ea = ±j3b

to the same side of the CM in all floors. Indeed, it is with respect to this static analysis that

we want to study the differences against dynamic response. This condition implies, however, that

(U±b/Z)S is constant and will not depend on the values of accidental eccentricity eaj/b at each story

that maximize the normalized dynamic response. Consequently, the values of story accidental

eccentricity eaj /b that maximize (U±b/Z)d are the same as those that maximize r±b/Z' Then, r±b/Z

can be computed by simply taking the ratio between the normalized dynamic response presented

in Fig. 13 and the corresponding static response for an accidental eccentricity of 0.05b. Recall that

since these systems belong to the special class, their static response is identical to the response

computed from the corresponding torsionally-coupled single story system (Fig. 5).

The maximum values of r ±b/Z thus computed are presented in Fig. 14 as a function of n
values, for five values of static eccentricity e/b = 0,0.05,0.10,0.15 and 0.25. Comparing these

results against those corresponding to the special class multistory systems or single-story systems

presented in Fig. 6 we see that the peak values of the dynamic response factor r ±b/Z are only slightly

larger than the ones computed using a constant accidental eccentricity of 0.05b in all stories. The

maximum differences between dynamic and static analysis occur again at the stiff edge of the

building (x = +b/2) and for small values of n.

4.5.2 Case B

We now consider a broader problem: what is the maximum dynamic response factor, r±bIz, over all

multistory systems systems in which the static and accidental eccentricities vary within the ranges

-0.25 ~ e/b ~ 0.25 and -0.05 ~ ea/b ~ 0.05, respectively. These ranges cover most of the actual

unsymmetric multistory buildings.

The problem considered can be stated in mathematical terms as

max [or min] r±b/Z = (U±b/Z)d/(U±b/Z)s subjected to:

-0.25 ~ (e/b)i ~ 0.25

-0.05::; (ea/b)i ~ 0.05, i = 1, ...,5
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The maximum and minimum values of the dynamic response factor are of interest since both provide

bounds for the differences between dynamic and static responses.

During the optimization, the normalized static responses (U±b/2)s are always computed by

shifting the equivalent lateral forces a distance ±0.05b to the right and left of the eM, respectively.

Because the static eccentricity changes at each story during the optimization process, the stiffness

matrix of the system, and thus the normalized dynamic and static responses, change during the

optimization. Therefore, in contrast to case A, maximizing the dynamic response factor r±b/2 in

case B is different than maximizing the normalized dynamic response of the system (U±b/2k

Given the problem as stated, we only need to consider the displacements at one edge of the

building plan. Identical observations and conclusions would be obtained for the normalized dis­

placements at the other edge because of the symmetry in the ranges of variability for the static and

accidental eccentricities in each story.

Figure 15 shows schematically the combined values of story static and accidental eccentrici­

ties that lead to the maximum and minimum dynamic response factor r -b/2 for four values of

the frequency ratio n = 0.8,1,1.2 and 1.5. Interestingly, the maximum values of r-b/2 do not

occur for the maximum possible story eccentricities, es + ea = ±0.3b. Note also that the vertical

distributions of static eccentricities producing the maximum and minimum values of r ±b/2, for a

constant frequency ratio n, are not very different; it is apparent that a small horizontal translation

of the vertical distribution of static eccentricities leading to the maximum r ±b/2 gives, roughly,

the vertical distribution of static eccentricities leading to the minimum of r±b/2' Further, these

vertical distributions of accidental eccentricity do not seem impractical, implying that these bounds

are likely to be achieved by real buildings.

The maximum values of the dynamic response factor and the corresponding static and dynamic

responses, (U-b/2)S and (U-b/2)d, are presented in Fig. 16. It is apparent that the dynamic response

factor is increased, as it should, in comparison to the one obtained before for the special class of

multistory systems (Fig. 6) for almost all frequency ratios. The maximum values of r -b/2 range

between 1.2 and 1.3 for systems with frequency ratio within the range 0.6 to 1.2, and they reduce to

less than 1.1 for systems with n > 1.5. On the other hand, the minimum values of r±b/2 are usually

less than 0.6 if n < 1 and slowly approach one as the frequency ratio is increased. These results

imply that the difference between the increase in response due to accidental eccentricity predicted

by dynamic and static analysis may be as large as 40% if the frequency ratio is 0.8 ::; n ::; 1.25,

but it is reduced to less than 10% if n > 1.6.
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In some cases, the bounds of the dynamic response factor presented in Fig. 16 may be hard to

achieve in practice because they imply abrupt changes in the static eccentricities from one story

to the next. Frequently in buildings, the values of static eccentricity at different stories may vary

but within certain narrower bounds-for instance, due to gradual set-backs in the upper stories of

the building, or asymmetries in the basement and first few stories. Consequently, a more realistic

scenario would be to take the same system and optimal problem as before (Eq. (20)) but considering

the static eccentricity at each story to be constrained to vary within narrower limits. Five cases

are considered: (1) -0.05 ~ (e/b)i ~ 0.05, (2) 0 ~ (e/b)j ~ 0.1, (3) 0.05 ~ (e/b)i ~ 0.15, (4)

0.1 ~ (e/b)i ~ 0.20, and (5) 0.15 ~ (e/b)j ~ 0.25.

The peak values of the normalized response ratio r±b!2 corresponding to these five cases are

shown in Figs. 17 and 18. As shown by these figures, these results are similar to those obtained

before for single-story and the special class of multistory systems (Fig. 6). The values of r ±b!2

are increased primarily for frequency ratios n < 1. They range between 0.6 and 1.3 for frequency

ratios 0.8 ~ n ~ 1.25 and are reduced to less than 1.1 if n > 1.6.

Because of the similarity between the bounds of response presented above and the results

corresponding to the special class of multistory systems obtained earlier, it seems unnecessary to

perform further parametric studies in order to evaluate the differences between the increase in

response due to accidental eccentricity predicted by dynamic and static analysis.

4.6 Code Implications

According to the results presented above, we see that if two engineers chose to analyze the same

building, one using the dynamic analysis procedure in the code and the other the equivalent static

force method in the code, they might find that the resulting increase in building response due to

accidental eccentricity is, say, 25% in the dynamic case, but 50% in the static case, situation that

would occur if n is less than, say, 0.7 (Figs. 6,17, and 18). Thus, the static analysis would predict

an increase in response due to accidental eccentricity twice of that predicted from dynamic analysis

of the same building.

On the other hand, the actual increase in building response due to accidental eccentricity is

in many cases similar or even smaller than the difference in response predicted by dynamic and

static analysis. Consider for instance a building with frequency ratio n = 1.1, defined as the ratio

between fundamental uncoupled torsional and lateral vibration frequencies, uncoupled vibration
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period Ty = 1 sec, and static eccentricity e s = 0.1b at each story. The increase in response due

to accidental eccentricity at the flexible edge of the building, computed from static analysis, is

approximately 12% (Fig. 5); however, this increase is less than 5% if computed from dynamic

analysis. In contrast, the increases in response predicted by static and dynamic analysis at the stiff

edge of the building are 12 and 30%, respectively. No matter which method of analysis is considered

more accurate, the differences between the predicted values for the increase in building response

(7% and 18% respectively) are of the same order of magnitude as the actual increase in response

due to accidental eccentricity. This implies that the code-specified static and dynamic analyses to

account for accidental torsion should be modified to be mutually consistent.

4.7 Conclusions

This investigation ofthe differences in the increase of building response due to accidental eccentricity

predicted by code-specified dynamic and static analyses has led to the following conclusions:

1. The increase in building response due to accidental eccentricity depends primarily on the value

of the frequency ratio n of the system. For instance, if the equivalent static force method

in the code is used, the predicted increase in building response is larger for systems with

small frequency ratio n and decreases monotonically, asymptotically approaching zero, as n
increases. The increase in response is largest for unsymmetric systems and for the elements

located at the stiff side of the building plan. Further, the increase in response of buildings

with n < 1 due to accidental eccentricity calculated by dynamic analysis tends to be smaller

than that predicted by static analysis; the opposite occurs for systems having a frequency

ratio n > 1 and small static eccentricities.

2. The increase in response due to accidental eccentricity and predicted by dynamic analysis

is generally larger for symmetric systems compared to unsymmetric systems, implying that

symmetric systems are usually the most sensitive to the introduction of accidental eccentricity.

3. The difference between values for the increase in displacements at the flexible edge of single­

story systems computed by dynamic and static analyses is at most 15% and it is largest for

symmetric systems. The corresponding difference in response at the stiff edge of the system

is over 50% for systems with frequency ratio n < 0.7 and static eccentricity es > 0.15, and

reduces to less than 10% for symmetric and unsymmetric systems with n > 1.5.

117



4. Alternatively, the values of the equivalent accidental eccentricity, calibrated from the building

edge displacements, vary between zero and up to three times the UBC accidental eccentricity

0.05b depending on the value of the frequency ratio n. More importantly, the use of equivalent

static accidental eccentricity calibrated from peak values of base shear and torque leads to

incorrect results because of the implicit assumption that the peak values of base shear and

torque occur at the same instant of time.

5. Systems with similar uncoupled lateral and torsional vibration periods, n ~ 1, are particularly

insensitive to the introduction of accidental eccentricity.

6. The increase in response due to accidental eccentricity predicted by dynamic or static analyses

of the special class of multistory systems is essentially the same as that for single-story

systems.

7. The increase in building response resulting from accidental eccentricity varying among differ­

ent stories is slightly (generally < 10%) larger than the increase over the building response

computed by using the same accidental eccentricity f3b in all stories; this discrepancy occurs

primarily for systems with frequency ratio n < 1.

8. The maximum difference between the increase in response due to accidental eccentricity pre­

dicted by dynamic and static analysis, over all torsionally-coupled multi story systems con­

sidered, is as large as 40% for systems with frequency ratio in the range 0.8 < n < 1.15 and

is reduced to less than 20% for systems with n > 1.6.

9. The discrepancies between the increase in response due to accidental eccentricity predicted by

dynamic and static analysis is in many cases of the same order of magnitude as the response

increase itself. This implies that the code-specified static and dynamic analyses to account

for accidental torsion should be modified to be mutually consistent.
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Figure 3: Dynamic response factor r -6/2 for symmetric systems as a function of fl,
three values of the building plan aspect ratio alb = 0, 112, and 1, accidental eccentricity
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APPENDIX A: Static and dynamic response of torsionally-coupled multistory buildings

belonging to the special class

This appendix describes important properties of the static and dynamic response of asymmetric

buildings belonging to the special class.

Static Response

The static response of torsionally-coupled multistory buildings belonging to the special class

described earlier is studied next.

Consider the static response of a N-story system subjected to equivalent static forces fT =

[f; ff], Le.

{~: } (21)

where all sub-matrices and parameters were defined earlier for Eq. (9). For the case of static

analysis considering accidental eccentricity, the static force f 0 can be written

fo = -[(a -l)es/r + fib/r] f y or to = [(1- 6)es /r + fib/r] f y (22)

where a,6 and fi were defined earlier for Eq. (1). The first equation is used in general for the

elements at the flexible side of the building and the second for the elements at the stiff side. In

both cases, the static force f o is proportional to f y, say, Ajfy and A;fy' respectively, where

Aj = -[(a - l)es/r + fib/r] and A; = [(1 - 6)es/r + j3b/r]. For analysis of the building without

accidental eccentricity, the static force fo is written as Ai,sfy -Ai,s is short notation for Ai or As,

where Ai = (1 - a)es/r and As = (1 - 6)es/r.

In principle, to compute the static displacements [Uy uo] we need to solve the 2Nth-order

system of linear equations given by Eq. (21). However, for the special class of systems considered

one can easily show, using simple block manipulation of matrices, that the inverse of the stiffness

matrix is given by

(23)

where n = JCOR/(r2Cy) is the frequency ratio of the system. Equation (23) is by itself a quite

useful result, since it allows direct calculation of the static response of any multistory system

belonging to the special class.
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Consider the following static analysis cases: (1) a building with equivalent static forces IT =
[/~ >"f.8/~] and no accidental eccentricity, and (2) the same building considering accidental ec­

centricity, Le., IT = [/~ >..j,8/~].

The static displacements corresponding to the first analysis case, computed by the product of

K;l and I are given by

(24)

Similarly, the static displacement corresponding to the second analysis case are

(25)

Once the static displacements u y and ue are known, any other static response of the system,

say T s , can be computed in the building as a linear combination of these two displacements, i.e.

(26)

where I = [Iy Ie] is a vector containing the coefficients of the linear combination. Note that the

static response T s can be generally interpreted as the product of two responses

(27)

where To represents the static response of the torsionally-uncoupled multistory system for equivalent

static forces I y' and f is the response of the torsionally-coupled single-story system normalized by

the response of a torsionally-uncoupled single-story system, a system with coincident CM and CS,

but all other properties identical to the coupled single-story system.

As an example to verify Eq. (27), consider for instance the edge displacement at the roof of an

N-story building. The vectors I y and Ie are for this case [0 ...01] and [0 ...0 b/(2T)], respectively.

Replacing these vectors in Eq. (26) we obtain the edge displacement at the roof

(28)

The first term in the right hand side is the edge displacement of the torsionally-coupled single­

story system, normalized with respect to the lateral displacement 1/K y of a single-story symmetric
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(30)

system. The second term is the lateral displacement of the torsionally-uncoupled multistory system

at the CM, which is identical to the edge displacement in this case. It is apparent that Eq. (28)

preserves the structure of the more general Eq. (27).

Although shown above for the particular case of the roof edge displacement, Eq. (27) holds for

any response quantity in the building, provided the responses in the single-story torsionally-coupled

and multistory uncoupled system are interpreted carefully.

Dynamic Response

The dynamic response of multistory systems belonging to the special class presented earlier is

studied next.

The undamped equations of motion of the system (Eq. (9)) can be written

[
mo 0] {uy

} [I (~)I] [Ky 0] { u
y

} { m 1 }

m rue + (~)Iy [02 + (~)2]I 0 K y rUB = - 0 a
gy

(29)

where all matrices and parameters were defined earlier for Eq. (9). Consider first the coordinate

transformation

[

U Y ] [~O 1[(y]
rUB 0 ~ J (9

such that ~ diagonalizes the pair (m, K y). Introducing this transformation in Eq. (29) and pre-

multiplying this equation, first, by the transpose of the transformation matrix, and then by the

inverse of the resulting diagonal mass matrix in the new coordinates leads to

[
I 0] , + [A (elr)A] (= [ _tJl

Tm1.ldiag(~TmtJI)] agy(t) (31)
o I (elr)A [02 + (elr?]A 0

where A is a diagonal matrix with non-zero entries equal to W;j, j = 1, ... , N, the square of

the vibration frequencies of the torsionally-uncoupled N-story system; and the symbol' .1' implies

term-wise division of two vectors.

An easier interpretation of Eq. (31) can be achieved by introducing a new change in coordinates,

this time represented by a permutation matrix P, which reorders the degrees of freedom of the

system such that the lateral displacement uy and rotation of the floor plan UB at floor j are

sequential; as opposed to the initial ordering in which the lateral displacements u y for all flOOTS

come first and then their floor rotations. Such a permutation matrix is constructed as the product

of N simple permutation matrices Pij that interchange rows and columns i and j. Therefore,

141



introducing the coordinate transformation

(=P,., (32)

into Eq. (31) and pre-multiplying by pT leads to a set of N two-by-two blocks of equations of

motions that are uncoupled from each other of the form

(33)

for n = 1,2 and j = 1, ... , N, where the eigenvector 1/Jj represents the ph column of the matrix !J'.

Note that Eq. (33) is identical to Eq. (3), Le., the governing equation of motion of a torsionally­

coupled single-story system with uncoupled lateral vibration frequency Wyj, frequency ratio n, and

static eccentricity e. This system is the so-called corresponding torsionally-coupled single story

system.

Clearly, since the complete system of equations is block diagonal its set of eigenvalues and eigen­

vectors is computed from the union of the two eigenvalues and eigenvectors for each independent

block. The eigenvalues of the two-by-two block presented in Eq. (33) can be written as

(34)

for n = 1,2 and j = 1, ... , N, where Wyj are the vibration frequencies of the torsionally-uncoupled

N-story system; and wn are the normalized vibration frequencies of the torsionally-coupled single­

story system. Further, the nph eigenvector in 7]-coordinates, Xnj, is

X~j = [0 ... O:yn O:Un 0 ... 0] (35)

where 0; = [O:yn O:Un] , n = 1,2 are the vibration modes of the torsionally-coupled single­

story system. Transforming this eigenvector in 7]-coordinates back to original u y and Uu physical

coordinates, using the inverse transformations that led to equation (33), one can show that the

nph eigenvector rPnj in original coordinates is

(36)

Similarly, the dynamic response of the system described by Eq. (33) can be obtained by first

solving this equation in 7]-coordinates and then returning to physical coordinates. The peak value

of the response 7] in mode n = 1,2 is

7]n = O:ynrjSa.nj/w~j
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where rj = 1/Jfm1/1/Jfm1/Jj; and Sanj is the pseudo-acceleration ofthe system corresponding to its

nph vibration mode. Transforming back to original coordinates leads to the building displacements

for the njth vibration mode

[

1/JjD:;nrjSanj/W~j ]
Unj =

1/J jD:yn D:Bnr j Sanj / W;j

Eq. (38) can be alternatively written in the form

(38)

Unj = (39)

which shows that the dynamic response of the system in its njth mode can be expressed as the

product of the same response quantity in the /h lateral mode of vibration of the torsionally­

uncoupled N-story system and the corresponding normalized response of the torsionally-coupled

single-story system. In general this observation can be stated as

(40)

where Tj is the value of the same response quantity in the corresponding torsionally-uncoupled

multistory system in its ph lateral mode of vibration, and rnj is the normalized response of the

torsionally-coupled single-story system.

Although Eq. (40) holds strictly only for each vibration mode, it is not hard to show [3] that

if the earthquake pseudo-acceleration design spectrum is flat or hyperbolic, the combined modal

responses using the CQC superposition rule satisfy an equation analogous to this equation.
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5. ESTIMATION OF ACCIDENTAL TORSION EFFECTS FOR

SEISMIC DESIGN OF BUILDINGS

5.1 Introduction

The results presented in Chapter 4 demonstrate that the increase in design member forces resulting

from code dynamic analysis, i.e., by shifting the CM of each floor a distance ea = ±f3b from its

nominal position, differ in general from the results obtained using equivalent static forces shifted a

distance ea from the CM on each floor. In many cases, these discrepancies are of the same order

as the code-intended increase in design forces due to accidental eccentricity. This implies that the

code-specified static and dynamic analysis to account for accidental torsion should be modified to

be mutually consistent.

Further, the increase in design forces due to accidental torsion predicted by the static or dynamic

analysis procedures mentioned above, almost surely, will never coincide with the 'true' increase in

member forces due to all the active sources of accidental torsion in a building during an earthquake.

Indeed, until recently, very little was known about the response level that was implicit in the

accidental torsion previsions of different seismic codes.

Because of this lack of knowledge Chapters 2 and 3, together with a recent study [1], have

focused on trying to estimate the increase in building response due to several sources of accidental

torsion: rotational motions of the building foundation, uncertainty in the stiffness of structural

elements, uncertainty in the location of the CM, and uncertainty in stiffness and mass distributions

of stories other than the one analyzed. So far, the effect of all these sources has been evaluated for

elastic behavior of buildings. The results generated in these chapters enable us: (1) to asses the level

of response that is implicit in the accidental torsion provisions of different seismic codes, and (2)

to formulate modifications to the current code-provisions based on the recently available research

results. Such modifications are presented in this chapter as a new procedure for incorporating the

effects of accidental torsion in building analysis.

5.2 New analysis procedure for accidental torsion

This section describes the steps required for implementing a new analysis procedure for accidental

torsion. Later sections will develop in detail each of the analysis steps summarized next:
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1. Determine the ratio n between the fundamental frequencies of uncoupled torsional and lateral

motions of the building.

2. Obtain the increase in displacements at the edge of the building resulting from all sources

of accidental torsion; this increase is a function of n and the ratio blr between the plan

dimension orthogonal to the direction of ground motion and the radius of gyration of the

building plan.

3. Compute, the increase in displacements due to accidental torsion at the locations of all interior

resisting planes; each resisting plane may include frames, walls, and other structural elements.

4. Compute the forces in the structural members of each resisting plane by amplifying the forces

corresponding to the system with no accidental torsion by the factors determined in steps 2

and 3.

5.3 Ratio of uncoupled vibration frequencies of a building, n

Among the system parameters that influence the torsional response of a building, perhaps the

most significant is the ratio between its fundamental frequencies of uncoupled torsional and lateral

vibration. A practical way of computing this frequency ratio is presented in this section.

The uncoupled frequency ratio n is defined herein as the ratio between we and wy (or wx ), the

fundamental torsional and lateral frequencies of a hypothetical symmetric-plan building defined

by lateral and torsional stiffness matrices K y ( or K x) and K 8, equal to those of the actual

building. Although W8 and wy can be computed by using standard solution procedures for eigenvalue

problems, they can be estimated to sufficient accuracy by Rayleigh's method.

Before using Rayleigh's method we need to guess a shape for the first lateral and torsional vi­

bration modes. One alternative to estimate these two modes is to compute the static displacements

corresponding to the following two systems, respectively: (1) symmetric-plan system with lateral

stiffness matrix K y (or K x and any reasonable heightwise distribution of equivalent static forces

Fi , i = 1, ... , N, such as the one specified by seismic codes, and (2) a symmetric-plan system with

torsional stiffness matrix K e subjected to any reasonable heightwise distribution of story torques

Ti , i =1, ... , N, such as Fi. e ,i =1, ... , N, where e is an arbitrary eccentricity value (for instance,

e = 13b), and Fi are the forces used in obtaining the lateral vibration mode. If the resulting lateral

displacements of the first system are denoted as Oi , i = 1, ... , N and the rotations in the second
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system as 9i , i = 1, ... , N, the uncoupled lateral and torsional frequencies of the system are:

.F;S;

;m;S~
(1)

The expression for wy is identical to the expression given in the UBC and other seismic codes, and

a simple generalization gives the equation for wo. Once wyand Wo are computed, the uncoupled

frequency ratio n = wo/wy can be estimated. Numerical studies have shown that the resulting value

of n is more accurate than wyand wo individually, because the errors present in the computation

of these frequencies tend to cancel when their ratio is determined. Note that for the computation

of n one requires only the mass of each floor and the lateral. stiffness of each resisting plane.

A large value of n for a building implies that the building is torsionally stiff with resisting

elements near the perimeter of the building plan. On the other hand, a small value of n indicates a

torsionally flexible building with a stiff central core but flexible perimeter. It has become customary

to draw the line between flexible and stiff torsional systems at n = 1. For most buildings n ranges

between 0.8 and 1.5.

5.4 Increase in building response due to accidental torsion

The most important step in the new analysis procedure is to estimate the increase in building

response that results from all sources of accidental torsion. In what follows, we define the normalized

displacement of the building plan at distance x from the CM as the ratio Ux = u;/U x between the

displacement u; of the system considering the effect of all sources of accidental torsion and the

displacement U x of the system neglecting accidental torsion. Thus, a value of U/}/2 larger than one

implies an increase of Ub/2 -1 in the building edge (x = b/2) displacement due to accidental torsion.

5.4.1 Analysis procedure

The increase in building displacements due to individual sources of accidental torsion, such as

stiffness and mass uncertainty, base rotational excitation and other less important sources is a

function of the system parameters p, which are random variables describing the stiffness and mass

matrices of the system, and a random base rotational excitation ago(t). It can be shown [1] that a

first order approximation for the mean and standard deviation of the normalized displacement is

given by

(2)
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and

(3)

where /l(.) and 0'(.) denote the mean and standard deviation of (.); /lug9 and O'Ug9 are the mean and

standard deviation of Ub/2 resulting from base rotational excitation; Np is the number of system

parameters; O'Pi is the standard deviation of the parameter Pi; and a:;V is the sensitivity of Ub/2

with respect to parameter Pi. Equations (2) and (3) could also be extended to consider other

response quantities by substituting the desired normalized response for Ub/2'

5.4.2 Summary of results

This section summarizes briefly the most relevant results and ideas obtained in Chapters 2 and 3,

as well as some of the results presented in [1]. These studies considered the increase in building

response due to the following sources of accidental torsion: (1) rotational motions of the building

foundation, (2) uncertainty in the stiffness of structural elements in both principal directions of

analysis, (3) uncertainty in the location of the CM, and (4) uncertainty in stiffness and mass dis­

tributions in stories of a building other than the one analyzed. Where it applies, mean-plus-one

standard deviation values for the normalized edge displacements Ub/2 are discussed. The obser­

vations presented are, however, not tied to these results and apply to other levels of response as

well.

1. The largest increase in building displacements results from uncertainty in the location of the

CM orthogonal to the direction of ground motion (Fig. 1a). Somewhat smaller are the effects

of uncertainty in the stiffness of structural elements in the direction of ground motion (Fig.

1b). It can be shown, that these two sources combined account for over 70% of the total

increase in response due to accidental torsion [1].

2. Stiffness uncertainty and uncertainty in the location of the CM can be modeled as a perturba­

tion of the static eccentricity of the system. This observation combined with the previous one

are important because they partially justify the dynamic analysis procedure for accidental

torsion specified in most seismic codes, in which accidental torsion of the system due to all

sources is modeled exclusively as a shift of the CM of the building from its nominal position.

3. The increase in edge displacements due to base rotational motion has been derived from 'true'

base rotations of thirty buildings during recent California earthquakes [3]. This increase is
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generally less than 8% for systems with uncoupled lateral vibration period Tv over, say, 1/2

sec and a wide range of n (Fig. lc); it may reach values as large as 40% for short period

systems (Tv < 1/2 sec) that are torsionally flexible ( n < 2/3).

4. The increase in edge displacement resulting from uncertainty in the stiffness of structural

elements in the direction orthogonal to the direction of ground motion and in the location

of the CM along the direction of ground motion are in general less than 5% (Fig. 1d) [1].

illdeed, this increase is zero for nominally-symmetric systems and increases with increasing

stiffness eccentricity in the system.

5. The increase in edge displacements due to uncertainty in the stiffness and mass distributions

in stories other than the one analyzed (Fig. 1e) is between one-third to one-half ofthe increase

due to the uncertainty is these properties in the story considered (Fig. 1b) [1].

6. Most sources of accidental torsion increase the response of nominally symmetric systems more

than they do for unsymmetric systems (Chapter 2). This observation applies to buildings that

are unsymmetric in one or both directions [1].

7. The increase in edge displacements due to stiffness and mass uncertainty is essentially in­

sensitive to changes in the value of the uncoupled lateral vibration period Tv of the building

(Chapter 2). For this reason only a single uncoupled vibration period Tv = 1 sec will be

considered here.

8. Buildings with the plan dimension perpendicular to the direction of ground motion much

larger than the other dimension (large b/ r) show the largest increase in response due to

accidental torsion (see Fig. 7a later).

9. The increase in response of single story systems due to accidental torsion is also the exact

result for a special class of multistory systems defined elsewhere [2,3,4] and later in this

paper. A corollary of this observation is that the normalized response at a specified location

in the building plan is identical for all stories. ill fact, this observation also carries over

approximately to general multistory buildings. Moreover, it implies, as shown later, that the

same normalized response Ub/2 also applies to other global or local response quantities of a

resisting plane located at the building edge, such as story drifts, base shear, or forces in the

structural. elements.
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Shown in Fig. 2 are the mean and mean-plus-one standard deviation of Ub/2 resulting from

all sources of accidental torsion considered. These results have been computed using Eqs. (3)

and (4), the sensitivities 8Ub/2/8Pi of the edge displacement with respect to each of the system

parameters, and the mean and standard deviation of Ub/2 due to each of the sources of accidental

torsion. Buildings with uncoupled vibration period of Ty = 1 sec, square plans (b/r = v'6), and

constant modal damping ratio of 5% were selected to generate these results. The mean value of the

increase in response, Ub/2 -1, which results from building torsion due to base rotational excitation,

is usually less than 3%. Furthermore, this mean increase in response seems quite insensitive to the

uncoupled frequency ratio of the system O. The mean-plus-one standard deviation value of the

response increase reaches a peak value of 45% for systems with 0 ~ 0.85 or 0 ~ 1.1; it decreases

steadily for values of 0 larger and smaller than these two values; and it varies rapidly between its

peaks at 0 ~ 0.85 and 1.1 to a minimum at 0 ~ 1. As shown in the figure this increase in response

is larger for nominally symmetric systems (es/b = 0) than for unsymmetric systems.

5.4.3 Code increase in response

Let us consider the increase in edge displacements of a single-story system subjected to an equivalent

lateral force V in the y-direction and shifted a distance ea from the CM. The static displacement

u; at distance x from the CM produced by the static force V applied at distance ea = j3b from the

CM is

(4)

(5)

where Ky is the lateral stiffness ofthe system in the y-direction; Kes is the torsional stiffness ofthe

system about the CS; and ea = ±j3b is the accidental eccentricity. The corresponding displacement

Ux when V is applied at the CM is obtained by letting ea = 0 in Eq. (4) , Le.

_ ~ _ Ves(x - es)
Ux - K R~y 8s

The ratio Ux = u;/ux of static displacements is a measure of the increase in response due to

accidental eccentricity ea. After simple algebraic manipulations Ux is shown to be

A O~ - (b/r?(es/b - ea/b)(x/b - es/b)
U x =

O~ - es/b(b/r)2(x/b - es/b)
(6)

where r = Ip/m is the radius of gyration of the building plan; and O~ = 0 2
- (e s /r)2. Equation (7)

for x = ±b/2 is plotted in Fig. 3a as a function of 0 for buildings with square plan, i.e., b/r = v'6.
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For both edges, U±b/2 decreases as n increases, as it should, since these systems are stiffer in torsion

and, thus, less affected by accidental eccentricity.

The normalized displacements at the stiff and flexible edges of the above-described system

computed by code-dynamic analysis of the building with the CM shifted ea. = ±f3b are presented

in Fig. 3b-these results were already presented in Chapter 4 (Fig. 5). It is apparent that the

trends of Ux predicted by code-static and code-dynamic analysis of the building differ considerably,

especially for torsionally flexible buildings, n < 1 (Chapter 4). In contrast to code-static analysis,

the normalized displacement, and hence the response increase due to accidental torsion predicted

by code-dynamic analysis is usually larger for symmetric plan systems; the normalized displacement

reaches 1.28 at n ::: 0.85, decreases to a minimum at n ::: 1, increases again to a peak at n ::: 1.1,

and decreases steadily with increasing n.
Direct comparison between Figs. 2 and 3 shows that the normalized edge displacements deter­

mined from code-dynamic analysis have similar trends to those of the 'true' normalized response

due to all sources of accidental torsion. However, the code-static analysis procedure for accidental

torsion is not consistent with the 'true' increase in response due to accidental torsion and, therefore,

it should be modified.

5.4.4 Design considerations

We now compare the normalized edge displacements Ub/2 determined by considering several sources

of accidental torsion with the values predicted by the code accidental-torsion provisions. Also, we

present results of the 'recorded' increase in response of three nominally symmetric buildings due

to accidental torsion computed from recorded earthquake motions in these buildings. Nominally

symmetric buildings were chosen because they provide an upper bound for the increase in response

due to accidental torsion (Fig. 2).

Compared in Fig. 4 is Ub/2 predicted by code-dynamic analysis (Fig. 3b) with the 'true' value

computed from Eqs. (3) and (4) and presented earlier in Fig. 2. The code-increase in edge

displacements is much larger than the mean value of the 'true' increase; however, it is about one­

half of the mean-plus-one standard deviation of the 'true' value. This implies that the probability

of exceeding the code value is somewhere between 15% (mean-plus-one standard deviation) and 50

% (mean result). Indeed, under mild assumptions one can show that the increase in the system

response is reasonably modeled by a Gaussian distribution with mean and standard deviation as
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shown in Fig. 4. Based on this model it is possible to conclude that the code Ub/2 corresponds to

exceedance probabilities of about 30%. This implies that the chances of exceeding the increase in

response predicted by the code-specified dynamic analysis using the accidental eccentricity ea =

±0.05b are, roughly, one in three cases.

Naturally, a question arises: what is the appropriate design level for accidental torsion, ex­

ceedance probability of 50%, 30%, 15%, or other? The answer to this question goes well beyond

the scope of this work, in fact it goes directly to the roots of the earthquake design philosophy. The

design level for accidental torsion should be consistent with the exceedance probability for lateral

response implied in seismic codes. However, that response level is not defined explicitly in current

building codes.

In order to assist code-writing professionals in choosing an appropriate response level, we present

the 'recorded' accidental torsion effects determined from building motions recorded during earth­

quakes. While such data are scarce, they have been obtained for three nominally-symmetric build­

ings subjected to the Whittier (1987), Loma Prieta (1989), and Upland (1990) earthquakes [5].

The 'recorded' values of the normalized edge displacement computed from recorded motions in

buildings A, B and C are equal to 1.03, 1.11 and 1.39, respectively, and they are plotted in Fig. 5

at the corresponding n values= 1.52, 1.42 and 1, respectively; together with those computed from

code-dynamic analysis using ea = ±0.05b, biT ~ 3.12,2.67 and 3.22, and Ty = 0.7,0.3, and 0.7

sec., the biT and Ty values of Buildings A, B, and C, respectively. Clearly, the 'recorded' increase

in Ub/2 obtained for Buildings A and B is smaller than the increase in response predicted by the

code. On the other hand, the 'recorded' increase in response of Building C is seen to be larger than

the code prediction. Because Building A is torsionally stiffer than the other two buildings, it is

not surprising that the effects of accidental torsion are smaller in this building. As the frequency

ratio n decreases the effects of accidental torsion increase, as they should. Note that although

the 'recorded' increase in edge displacements in Building C is larger than the one predicted by

code-dynamic analysis of the building, a slight change in the value of n will bring this building

close to the code results. This observation suggests that for design purposes we should ignore the

dip in the curves at n ~ 1, where the system response is very sensitive to the value of n.
As mentioned earlier, one important drawback in the current code provisions is that the specified

static and dynamic analysis procedures predict considerably different increase in design forces due

to accidental torsion. This discrepancy can be avoided by defining a unique design envelope for the
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increase in edge displacements due to accidental torsion. The design envelope proposed is:

o~n~l

1 < n ~ nc

n > nc

(7)

Thus, the design value is constant at A from n = 0 to 1 and decreases linearly to zero as n increases

from 1 to nco Based on our research experience we have selected nc= 1.8 because for larger values

of n, the increase in response due to accidental torsion is negligible for design purposes.

The value of A is defined as a function of blr for convenience in design applications. Numerical

values for the maximum value of Ub/2 over all n, for a fixed biT and exceedance probability, are

plotted as a function of biT in Fig. 6a. The range for biT selected in this figure 0 ~ biT ~ J12
covers most buildings in practice, from narrow plans to very elongated plans perpendicular to the

direction of ground motion. These data, obtained from results of code-specified dynamic analysis,

such as those presented in Fig. 6b, are for nominally-symmetric systems. It is apparent that the

variation of A with blr is quadratic, and can be approximated by

A = 1+ O.0475(bIT)2 (8)

The values of A computed from this equation correspond to probability of exceedance of about

30%, implicit, as mentioned earlier, in the Uniform Building Code. For more conservative designs

associated with smaller exceedance probability, the coefficient 0.0475 should be increased in Eq.

(8).

Shown in Fig. 6b is a comparison between Ub/2 from Eq. (7) and the prediction from code­

specified dynamic analysis for systems with Ty = 1 sec and biT ~ 3.5,3 and 2.5. Equations (7)

and (8) have been intentionally calibrated to produce values that are conservative especially for

the range 0.9 ~ n ~ 1.1. There are three reasons for this. First, the estimation of the uncoupled

frequency ratio of the system is obviously subject to error; therefore, taking advantage of the dip in

the response curves near n = 1 is not appropriate for design. Second, as will be shown in the next

section, this conservatism proves to be useful in preventing resisting planes in the interior of the

building plan to be under-designed by the procedure developed. And third, the empirical evidence

presented by Building C (Fig. 5) shows that the 'recorded' increase in response for a system with

n ~ 1 can certainly be larger than predicted by code-specified dynamic analysis for accidental

torsion.
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(9)

5.5 Increase in displacements for interior resisting planes

We now turn to the problem of how to determine the accidental torsion effects on the displacements

along a resisting plane located at distance x from the CM once the displacement increase at the

edge of the building plan is known. This problem has been studied earlier in the context of natural

torsion of buildings [6].

One possibility is to use Eq. (6) to express the normalized displacement U,; of a resisting plane

at distance x from the eM in terms of the normalized displacement Ub/2 at the edge

{}~ ~
• _ 1 +(. 1) (±l!Z-e. b)(b!r)2 - b
U,; - ub/2 - {}2

.t ~
(,;!b-e.fb){b/r)2 - b

The ±1/2 term in the numerator implies that both combinations must be tried and the larger value

of U,; selected. Note that for the particular case of symmetric systems, Le., es/b = 0, or any system

with ns sufficiently large, Eq. (9) indicates a linear variation of displacements along the building

plan. Further, it was shown in Chapter 4 that Eq. (9) is also exact for a special class of multistory

systems, but an approximation for the case of general multistory systems.

The normalized displacement U,; computed from Eq. (9) is a function of the static eccentricity

of the system es/b. This eccentricity can be easily computed in single-story and multistory systems

belonging to the special class mentioned above. However, a unique definition of es for other multi­

story systems is not possible. Fortunately it is not needed either, as shown by the results of Fig. 7

where the increase in displacements computed from dynamic analysis is compared against the result

obtained from Eq. (9) considering first and then neglecting the contribution of the static eccentric­

ity term in this equation. These results have been obtained for single-story systems with uncoupled

vibration period Ty = 1 sec, static eccentricity es/b = 0,0.2 and 0.4, b/r = V6, and frequency

ratios n = 0.8, 1.25 and 1.5. It is apparent from the figure that knowing the static eccentricity of

the system does not lead to better estimates for the increase in displacements of resisting planes

within the building plan, and sufficiently accurate estimates also result from assuming es/b = O.

Furthermore, Eq. (9) predicts satisfactorily the increase in displacements in systems with n, say,

larger than 1.25 or less than 0.8; however, it can overestimate or underestimate by different degrees

the increase in response of resisting planes close to the eM of the system when 0.8 ~ n ~ 1.25. As

mentioned earlier, this is one of the reasons for the conservatism over this range of n introduced

into the design envelope of Eq. (7).

Therefore, an approximate expression for the normalized displacement U,; may be formulated
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by imposing es/b = 0 in Eq. (9), leading to

u(x) = 1 +(Ub/2 -1) Ib;21 (10)

which states that the increase in response due to accidental torsion varies linearly within the

building plan with no increase at the CM and Ub/2 at the building edges.

5.6 Increase in member forces

So far, we have visualized the effects of accidental torsion as an increase in the lateral displacements

of each resisting plane in the building. In this section we show how the corresponding increase in

design forces for structural elements can be determined.

Consider the effects of accidental torsion in three different types of buildings: (1) single-story;

(2) general multistory systems; and (3) multistory belonging to a special class with the following

properties: (a) the centers of mass of all floors lie on a vertical line, (b) the resisting planes are

arranged such that their principal axes form an orthogonal grid in plan and are connected at each

floor by a rigid diaphragm, (c) the lateral stiffness matrices of each resisting plane are proportional

to each other.

It was demonstrated in Chapter 4 that the normalized edge displacements Ub/2 considering acci­

dental torsion are essentially the same for a single-story system and a multistory system belonging

to the special class if both have the same frequency ratio Q, uncoupled lateral vibration period Ty ,

and static eccentricity es • An important corollary of this result is that the amplification factor U:z;

obtained for a given resisting plane applies to all stories of a multistory building belonging to the

special class and hence to the forces in all structural elements in the same resisting plane. This re­

sult is not true for general multistory systems. However, numerical experimentation with different

buildings has shown that it is a good approximation in most practical situations (Chapter 4).

Consequently, the effects of accidental torsion may be considered in building analysis by ampli­

fying the member forces of a resisting plane, computed for the building with no accidental torsion,

by the factors given in Eqs. (8), (9) and (11).

5.7 Examples

In this section, we compute the response considering accidental torsion in two hypothetical five­

story steel buildings, the first belonging to the special class but not the second, subjected to
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ground motion in the y-direction. This response is computed using the simplified analysis procedure

described in the preceding sections; also presented are the results ofthe dynamic analysis procedure

specified in the UBC.

The plans and elevations of moment-resisting frames in the two buildings are presented in Fig.

8. Two different moment-resisting steel frames are used for lateral resistance. These frames are

arranged symmetrically about both principal directions in Building El but unsymmetrically about

the y-axis in Building E2j it is expected that Building E2 will have significant coupling lateral and

torsional motions. Building El has a rectangular plan with dimensions a = 22.8 m (75 ft) and

b = 45.6 m (150 ft) and story heights equal to 5.48 m (18 ft) and 4.1 m (13.5 ft) for the first

and other stories, respectively. The lateral and rotational (about the CM) masses of each floor are

presented in Table 1. On the other hand, Building E2 has an L-shaped plan with identical wing

dimensions b = 45.6 m (150 ft) and story heights and masses identical to Building El (Table 1).

We first estimate the increase in response due to accidental torsion in Building El by imple­

menting the previously defined sequence of steps:

1. Uncoupled frequency ratio n . The fundamental frequency wy of y-Iateral vibration of

the system is computed by Eq. (la) with 6i equal to the displacements due to the heightwise

variation of UBC lateral forces (column 4 of Table 1): wy = 7.5382 rad/sec or Ty = 0.83

sec. This value compares very well against the exact wy = 7.5311 rad/sec. Similarly, by

using Eq. (lb) and the building rotations due to the code-prescribed heightwise variation of

accidental torques = 0.05bFi leads to Wo = 8.7043 rad/sec or To = 0.72 sec, which compares

well against the exact wo = 8.6961 rad/sec. Thus, the approximate uncoupled frequency ratio

of the system is:

n = wo/wy = 1.1547

One can easily check that this value of n is essentially exact (up to four digits).

(11)

2. Increase in displacements at the building edge. The design envelope (Eq. (7)) is

defined corresponding to a given probability of exceedance, selected for these examples as

about 1/3. Thus Eq. (8) applies and noting that the building plan aspect ratio is alb = 1/2,

which implies that b/T = JI2/(1 + (a/b)2) ~ 3.1, we obtain

A = 1 + 0.0475(3.1)2 = 1.46 (12)

Using this value of A we compute the increase in edge displacements for Building El from
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Eq. (7):

Ub/2 = 1.46 + \~ ~~6(~-1) = 1.37 (13)
(}

This value of Ub/2 implies that for this structure the displacements of the resisting planes at

the edge of the building should be increased by 37% to account for accidental torsion.

3. Increase in response of interior resisting planes. For frames 2 and 3, Eq. (10) gives

Ux=-b/6 =UX =b/6 = 1 +(1.37 - 1)(b/6)/(b/2) = 1.12 (14)

4. Increase in element forces. Since Building El belongs to the special class, the shear

and bending moments in the structural elements of the exterior frames (1 and 4) and interior

frames (2 and 3) are amplified by 1.37 and 1.12, respectively, in order to account for accidental

torsion.

In contrast, the code-specified dynamic analysis of this building predicts edge displacement

increase of 35% (Table 2). The 37% increase in member forces computed by the new procedure

(Eq. (13)) is similar to the 35% increase computed from dynamic analysis. This is not surprising

since we have chosen a numerical value of A that was calibrated to an exceedance probability of

about 1/3, similar to that implicit in the code. It is important to note that for computing the 37%

increase in member forces, no additional structural analysis-static or dynamic-of the building was

required, whereas two dynamic analyses are necessary to implement the code procedure. Although

for this building both procedures lead to similar results, such is not the case always as shown by

the next example.

Proceeding similarly with Building E2 we estimate an uncoupled frequency ratio S1 = 1.3160,

which again coincides almost exactly with the true uncoupled frequency ratio S1 = 1.3163. Note that

this structure does not belong to the special class since frames A and B do not have proportional

stiffness matrices. It can be shown that b/r for this building is equal to 2.72 implying that A = 1.35

from Eq. (8). From Eq. (7) we obtain that Ub/2 = 1.35 - (1.35 - 1)/(1.8 - 1) (1.316 - 1) = 1.21,

Le., 21% increase in edge displacements due to accidental torsion. As mentioned before, Ub/2 is

computed by a procedure based on the results of nominally-symmetric structures and it should

be an upper bound for the true increase in displacements in the building. Substituting Ub/2 in

Eq. (10), the increase in displacements for frame 2 (Fig. 8) turns out to be 4%. In summary, for

building E2, our estimated increase in member forces due to accidental torsion is 21% for frames 1

and 3 and 4% for frame 2.
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Code-specified dynamic analysis of this building predicts an increase in right- and left-edge

displacements of 13% and 2%, respectively; the associated increase for frame 2 is 9%. In spite

of the two three-dimensional dynamic analyses required to compute these code values, they have

several deficiencies relative to the values resulting from the new approach. To mention some, the

code values: (1) do not recognize that for Building E2 and others alike the 'true' increase in edge

displacements should be similar for the stiff and flexible edges (Fig. 3); (2) only consider those

sources of accidental torsion that can be represented by a constant value of accidental eccentricity

(i.e. independent of n), thus, failing to include accidental torsion due to other sources such as base

rotational excitation and stiffness uncertainty that cannot be modeled by a constant accidental

eccentricity; and (3) do not reflect the fact that since unsymmetric buildings have usually poorer

seismic performance than symmetric buildings, it would be desirable to design the former for at

least the same increase in response (or a smaller exceedance probability) than their symmetric

counterparts.

5.8 Summary and conclusions

A new procedure for including the effects of accidental torsion iii. seismic design of buildings has

been developed. This procedure has four important advantages over the current code-specified

static and dynamic analysis procedures for accidental torsion. Firstly, it avoids the additional

structural analyses needed to account for the effects of accidental torsion. Thus, it avoids the

typical two additional static analyses of the building in each lateral direction with equivalent static

forces shifted ±f3b from the CM, or two three-dimensional dynamic analyses of the building with

the CM shifted ±f3b. Secondly, it includes the effects of all sources of accidental torsion whereas

seismic codes include only those that can be represented by a constant accidental eccentricity.

Thirdly, it gives a unique value for the increase in a design force due to accidental torsion in

the building, whereas current building codes give very different results depending on whether the

analysis is static or dynamic (Chapter 4). Fourthly, the procedure states explicitly what is the

expected increase in design forces due to accidental torsion. This is in contrast to the current

use of accidental eccentricity, which implies an indirect increase in member forces that may be

large or small depending on the system parameters, mainly on the uncoupled frequency ratio n of

the building. And finally, the increase in design forces specified by the new procedure has a well

established probability of exceedance.
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Using the new procedure is simple. First, we need to determine the frequency ratio n of the

building; then, obtain the increase in edge displacements in the building from the proposed design

envelope (Eq. (7)), and use this increase to compute the increase in displacements for all interior

resisting planes (Eq. (10)). Finally, the member forces in each resisting plane are determined by

amplifying the forces computed without accidental torsion by the factors obtained from Eqs. (8)

and (11).

It is the authors' opinion that the computational simplicity inherent in this procedure is consis­

tent with the current state of knowledge about the 'true' effects of accidental torsion in buildings.

The use of three-dimensional dynamic analyses specified in building codes to account for accidental

torsion seems unjustified since no additional accuracy is gained, in fact, the accuracy is less than

that of the new procedure. Furthermore, the code static analysis procedure leads in many cases

to erroneous results, which are sometimes conservative (e.g., torsionally flexible systems) but other

times unconservative (e.g., torsionally stiff systems).

Although conceptually appealing, the accidental torsion provisions in building codes are for

some structures a refinement that has small influence on the sizing and detailing of structural

members, especially when considered in the context of other larger approximations inherent in

structural design. In particular, if the mean increase in response due to accidental torsion is used

as a design basis, these effects are small (Fig. 2). On the other hand, if the design is more

conservative, say based on mean-pIus-one standard deviation (Fig. 2), the accidental torsion effects

can be significant; they may still be neglected, however, for torsionally stiff systems with values of

n, say larger than 1.8.
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Table 1: Building masses and code equivalent lateral forces

Story mi (N - s2 fcm) IPi (kN - s2 - cm) Fi (kN)

5 1.58 3436.793 0.2669 V
4 2.63 5727.988 0.2677 V
3 2.63 5727.988 0.2059 V
2 2.63 5727.988 0.1442 V
1 3.68 8019.184 0.1153 V

Table 2: Increase in building response due accidental torsion

Frame No.
Analysis type 1

I
2

I
3

I
4

Building E1
code-dynamic 1.35 11.0311.0311.35
new approach 1.37 1.12 1.12 1.37

Building E2
code-dynamic 1.0211.0911.131
new approach 1.21 1.04 1.21
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a) Uncertainty in the location of the eM
orthogonal to the ground motion

(coefficient ofvariation VCM = 0.15)

b) Stiffness uncertainty in elements
along ground motion direction

(coefficient of variation Vk =0.14)

Frequency ratio, n

1.4

d) Stiffness uncertainty in elements
perpendicular to ground motion
direction
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Figure 1: Mean-plus-one standard deviation l"ub/2 +UUb/2 of the normalized edge displace­
ment Ub/2 due to different sources of accidental torsion in buildings with Ty = 1 sec and
square plan blr = y'6
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Part II

Natural Torsion in Buildings
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1. INTRODUCTION

The coupling existing between lateral and torsional motions in a building with plan asymmetry,

denoted here as natural torsion, inevitably leads to non-uniform displacement demands on the

lateral resisting planes of the system. Such displacement demands are of principal interest in the

sizing and detailing of structural elements for earthquake resistance.

Consequently, many studies have focused in trying to understand the change in building dis­

placements that arise from building asymmetry. Researchers studied first the elastic response of

these buildings [e.g., 1,2,3] and evaluated, based on their results, most of the torsional provisions

in seismic codes [e.g., 4,5,6,7]. More recently, research efforts have focused mainly on studying

the inelastic response of asymmetric single-story buildings. The ultimate goal of all this research

has been to generate globally accepted design guidelines for asymmetric structures that could be

transfered into new seismic code provisions.

Most of the available results concerning the inelastic behavior of asymmetric buildings comes

from the interpretation of exhaustive parametric studies of the earthquake response of simplified

models of asymmetric single-story structures [e.g., 8, 9,10]. Although these results are an important

step in trying to understand the behavior of asymmetric systems, they have two important draw­

backs. First, because of the inherent complexity of the problem, it is very difficult to extract from

them general trends that apply to structures other than those analyzed and to propose new design

guidelines. Second, their extension to the practical case of multistory buildings is not obvious.

Naturally, most researchers have been discouraged to look into the multistory case in light of the

already complex response of single-story asymmetric structures.

In practice, engineers have two options to account realistically for the effects oflateral-torsional

coupling in building design; or they look at the results of the numerous investigations on the subject

and based on that extrapolate to the building to be designed, or they perform an inelastic dynamic

analysis of the three-dimensional structure using a special purpose computer program [11]. The

latter option, however, has also certain drawbacks. Firstly, such analyses are frequently costly, not

only regarding computational effort, but mainly in the definition of the model and interpretation

and checking of the results generated. This difficulty usually discourages engineers to try alternative

structural configurations that would lead to new models and, thus, to repeat the structural modeling

and interpretation of response results. As a result of this, for most buildings the final structural

configuration usually correspond to the first computational model of the structure, which does
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not correspond usually to the most seismically efficient and cost-effective configuration. Finally,

and very important, since we know that the behavior of a building will depend on the frequency

content and intensity of the ground motion, which are unknown, the final design of the structure

should be based on responses representative of many excitations, and not the response to a single

ground motion. Indeed, a good design should aim to induce certain desirable behavior of the system

regardless of the ground motion characteristics.

Thus, we see on one hand that the results from earlier investigations are hard to synthesize into

simpler design guidelines, and on the other hand, complex analytical models are not practical for

trying out alternative designs. Consequently, the global objectives ofthis part of the dissertation are

to: (1) develop a simple conceptual framework enabling scientists and engineers to understand

the relative performance of different asymmetric structural configurations, prior to any sophisti­

cated nonlinear dynamic analysis; and (2) develop a simplified method for nonlinear analysis of

asymmetric buildings, which combines the available knowledge of the seismic performance of these

structures with some of the analytical tools for more refined inelastic analyses.

These objectives are considered in three related investigations described in the next three chap­

ters. Developed in Chapter 2 is a conceptual framework for understanding the seismic performance

of asymmetric-plan single-story systems. The most fundamental idea used is to study the effects of

plan asymmetry by considering the base shear and torque response histories of different structural

configurations. These histories are represented in the force space spanned by the base shears Vx

and VlI in the x and y-directions, respectively, and base torque T. At each instant of the response

the base shears and torque define one point in this space. These combinations of base shear and

torque happened to be bounded in this space by a surface denoted, for single-story systems, as the

BST (base shear and torque) ultimate surface. The BST surface is defined by the set of base shear

and torque combinations corresponding to the different collapse mechanisms that can be developed

in the system. Because important information about the inelastic properties of the system is con­

tained in this surface, its understanding is essential for the purpose of this study. The idea of the

BST surface is not new; indeed, it goes back to the early work of Kan and Chopra (1979) [12] and

it has been considered later by other researchers [13].

Studied in Chapter 3 is the extension of this conceptual framework to the case of the inelastic

behavior of asymmetric multistory buildings. The emphasis in this chapter is put in using such

framework to answer, without the need of very complex parametric studies, practical issues con­

cerning the design and retrofit of asymmetric structures. The following questions are the thrust
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of the chapter. What can be said about the torsional behavior of an asymmetric structure before

. performing inelastic dynamic analysis? How can we adjust the planwise distribution of stiffness

and strength in the system in order to achieve a good performance? How can we localize or spread

the damage among resisting planes? What resisting planes should be stiffened or strengthened?

What is the effect of the orthogonal component of ground motion regarding the design of resisting

planes in the direction of the first component of ground motion? How is the system going to

collapse? The ability to answer such questions will go a long way toward improving the current

understanding of the inelastic seismic response of asymmetric buildings. It is the objective of this

chapter to provide generally applicable design guidelines that enable us to answer the above-stated

questions.

Finally, developed in Chapter 4 is a simplified method for the analysis and design of asymmetric­

plan structures. Such method is based on the conceptual framework developed in Chapters 2

and 3 and some of the analytical tools of more refined inelastic analyses. The new simplified

analysis method considers one structural super-element (SE) per building story, which is capable

of representing the elastic and inelastic properties of the story. The idea of a SE model is not new;

it was first considered by Kan and Chopra [12], but the model was overly simplified and ignored

some fundamental aspects regarding the true inelastic behavior of the system. In contrast, the SE

model presented herein is, in general, in close agreement with the actual inelastic properties of the

story.

The three chapters presented are self-contained units and could be read, in principle, in any

sequence. However, since Chapter 2 contains the development of basic concepts such as the BST

surface and properties that are extensively used in the other chapters, it is recommended to read

this chapter first.
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2. UNDERSTANDING THE INELASTIC SEISMIC BEHAVIOR OF

ASYMMETRIC PLAN BUILDINGS

2.1 Introduction

The objectives of this investigation are to: (1) study conceptually the effects of building asymme­

try in different structural configurations rather than by extensive numerical experimentation; (2)

develop a conceptual framework that will enable design engineers to evaluate the torsional behavior

of different structural configurations; and (3) obtain general guidelines for improving the seismic

design of asymmetric structures.

This investigation is organized in six sections covering the objectives mentioned. First, the

systems considered are described in section 2.2 together with the procedure used for integrating

the equations of motion of the system. Section 2.3 explains the construction and properties of the

BST ultimate surface and is conceptually the most fundamental section in this study. Then we

re-consider in section 2.4 the behavior of asymmetric plan buildings subjected to unidirectional

ground motion in light of the BST surface; several fundamental conclusions about the behavior and

design of asymmetric-plan buildings are obtained. Similarly, section 2.5 deals with the response of

asymmetric structures subjected to bidirectional ground motion. Finally, section 2.6 contains the

conclusions of this investigation.

2.2 Systems considered and analysis procedure

The systems analyzed are single story buildings consisting of a rigid diaphragm, where all the story

mass is lumped; lateral resistance is provided by elasto-plastic vertically-rigid structural elements

located along resisting planes in the x- and y-directions (Fig. 1). As shown in the building plan,

the ith resisting plane in the x-direction has stiffness kxi , lateral strength fxi, and is located at

distance Yi from the CM (center of mass) of the building; analogously, the stiffness, strength, and

location of the ph resisting plane in the y-direction are defined by kyj , fyj, and xi> respectively.

The resisting planes in the y-direction may have different stiffnesses and strengths, and may be

unsymmetrically located about the y-axis, creating an eccentricity ex between the CM and the CS

(center of stiffness) of the building plan. On the other hand, the system considered is symmetric

about the x-axis.

The dynamic response of the system is described by three degrees of freedom: the translational

177



displacements U x and u y of the CM relative to the ground along the x and y-directions, respectively,

and the rotation uu of the rigid diaphragm about a vertical axis through the CM. The dynamic

response ofthe system to base acceleration agx(t) and agy(t) in the x and y-directions, respectively,

is described by the following equations of motion:

Mii + C1.£ +R(tS,6) = -Mrag (1)

where 11. = {ux uy uu}T; ii and 1.£ are the accelerations and velocities of the diaphragm; tS and 6 are

the vectors containing the deformations and deformation rates of the different resisting elements,

which are computed from the displacements 11. and velocities 1.£ as tS = L 11. and tS = L1.£, where

L is the displacement-deformation transformation matrix; M and C are the mass and damping

matrices; R(tS, 6) is the vector of restoring forces in the system; r is a 3x2 matrix with its two

columns r x = {1 0 oV and r y = {o 1 O}T , i.e., the influence vector for excitations agx(t) and

agy(t), respectively; and ag(t) = {agx(t) agy(t)V. In this investigation the ground accelerations

selected are the two horizontal components of the EI Centro earthquake (1940).

The equations of motion presented above (Eq. 1) are integrated numerically using the parti­

tioned predictor-corrector scheme developed in Ref. [1]. In this approach the restoring force vector

R(tS,6) is transferred to the right hand side of Eq.1 and treated as an extra loading term, which is

first assumed constant during the integration step and later corrected. The algorithm has shown

essentially the same accuracy and stability properties as any Newmark integration method [2];

however, it is particularly efficient when part of the system is known to remain elastic during the

complete response history.

The response quantities of interest in this study are: (1) the combinations of Vx , Vy , and T,

the base shears in the x- and y-directions and base torque; (2) the displacement histories at the

building edges and at the CM; and (3) the element force-displacement histories.

2.3 Understanding base-shear and torque ultimate surfaces

As mentioned earlier, the fundamental idea of this investigation is to study the effects of building

asymmetry by considering the base shear and torque response histories. Consequently, we start by

discussing the construction and properties of the BST surface bounding these response histories.

178



2.3.1 Definition of the BST ultimate surface

The BST surface for a structure in the space spanned by Vx , Vy , and torque T defines all combina­

tions of base shears and torque that applied statically lead to the collapse of the system.

In order to facilitate the understanding of the behavior of asymmetric systems, we will assume

next, as in conventional plastic analysis, that the elasto-plastic deformations of the building in

the transition between its elastic and perfectly plastic states (mechanism) are small compared to

the plastic deformations occuring along the different building mechanisms (plastic state). This is

equivalent to assume that the building has an elasto perfectly plastic force-deformation relation;

hence, we can distinguish clearly between elastic and plastic deformations. Note, however, that

this assumption is used hereafter in our conceptual discussion of the problem but not for the

computation of building responses.

Consequently, the BST surface divides the force space into two sharp regions: the interior,

containing combinations of base-shear and torque representing elastic behavior of the structure, and

the exterior, containing statically inadmissible base shear and torque combinations. This surface

is the boundary between these two regions and is where all the inelastic action of the system takes

place; in the same way as the inelastic behavior of a single degree of freedom system takes place

along the yielding plateau of the elasto-plastic force-deformation relation.

2.3.2 Construction of a BST ultimate surface

Let us start by computing the BST surface of the symmetric single-story system shown in Fig. 2a.

The system selected has five resisting planes all with identical stiffness k and lateral strength /

and is subjected to a static base shear Vy and torque T. Certain points of the BST surface are

immediately obvious, such as the maximum lateral capacity of the system being Vyo = 3/ or the

maximum torsional capacity To = / (a +b); others, however, require a bit more analysis.

The BST surface (Fig. 2b) can be obtained from physical considerations using an extension

of the well known pivot diagrams familiar in RjC design. Although this method is not as formal

as the event-to-event strategy presented in Appendix A, it is worth pursuing because it provides

important physical insight into the kinematics of the system at incipient collapse. Besides, if the

structure has few resisting planes, it could be well used to construct the BST surface by hand.

Consider for example the pivot diagram shown in Fig. 3d. This diagram should be read as

follows. The lengths of the solid vertical and horizontal bars, located where resisting planes exist,
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are assumed to be proportional to the yield deformations u y = f / k of the planes (all identical in this

example). Further, the kinematics of different collapse mechanisms in the system are represented

by the solid and dashed lines, which are denoted here-after by a pair of numbers (e.g., 1-1' and 2-2'

in Fig. 3d). For example, mechanism 1-1' (Fig. 3d) implies that resisting planes 1,2, and 3 are

yielding while 4 and 5 have no force; similarly, mechanism 2-2' (Fig. 3d) implies that planes 1,2,

and 3 are yielding in the same direction while 4 and 5 in opposite directions.

Let us determine using pivot diagrams the first quadrant of the BST surface presented in Fig.

21>-the other three quadrants can be determined in this case by symmetry arguments:

1. Point PI . This point corresponds to a purely translational mechanism of the plan (Fig.

3a), and implies that all resisting planes in the y-direction must yield. The collapse condition

is presented in the pivot diagram shown in Fig. 3b. At collapse, the system has translated

from 0-0' (undeformed configuration) to 1-1' (Fig. 3b) producing simultaneous yielding of all

resisting planes in the y-direction. Therefore, equilibrium in the system dictates that Vy = 3f

and T = O.

2. Branch PI-B. Along this branch the system starts to develop mechanisms involving rotation

of the plan (Fig. 3c); these mechanisms are such that the plan rotation increases linearly

leaving always the deformation of resisting plane 1 equal to uy. The collapse mechanisms

associated with this branch are generated by the rotation of line 1-1', about resisting plane

1, to the new line 2-2' in the pivot diagram of Fig. 3d . This implies also that the orthogonal

planes 4 and 5 (Fig. 3c) start developing forces which produce a couple with respect to

the eM, thus, leading to an increase in the base torque T resisted by the structure. From

equilibrium of the system at mechanism 2-2' (point B), we easily see that the base shear Vy

is still 3f (Fig. 3d) and the base torque T is fa.

3. Branch B-C. As shown in Fig. 3e, all the mechanisms associated with this branch have the

same plan rotation already attained at configuration 2-2' (point B) and smaller deformations

of the resisting planes in the y-direction. An alternative characterization of this branch (with

direct implications for design later) is that it corresponds to mechanisms such that resisting

plane 1 is always in the elastic range. This can be checked in the pivot diagram of Fig. 3f

where line 2-2' translates down to line 3-3', keeping the deformations of resisting plane 1

always less than or equal to u y . Because of this translation, the forces in resisting plane 1 are

reduced, which in turn reduces the base shear Vy and increases the base torque T resisted by
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the system. Equilibrium ofthe system at 3-3' (point C) gives Vy = I and T = I(a +b) (Fig.

3f). Such is the case because at this point, planes 1 and 3 are yielding in opposite direction

canceling out their contributions to the base shear but not to the base torque.

4. Branch C-P2. This last branch is a sequel of the previous mechanisms of branch B-C (Fig.

3g); the plan rotation is still fixed at the maximum value attained at point B (Fig. 3d) and

the lateral deformation in the y-direction keeps decreasing. Alternatively, these mechanisms

are characterized by keeping resisting plane 2 in the elastic range. This is shown in Fig.

3h where the deformations of this plane remain bounded between uy and zero during the

translation from line 3-3' to line 4-4'. Besides, since the force in plane 2 is reduced during

this translation, the base shear Vy is also decreased. Indeed, at 4-4' (point P2), equilibrium

of the system in the y-direction shows that Vy = 0 (Fig. 3h) and T = I(a + b). Hence, the

mechanism developed at this point is purely torsional.

Thus, the first quadrant of the BST surface corresponding to Vx = 0 can be computed using

simple plastic analysis concepts. The other three quadrants of the surface are all identical in this

case because the strength in resisting planes is symmetric under load reversals and these planes are

symmetrically arranged about the x and y axes.

2.3.3 Properties of the BST surface

As shown in the example above, the BST surface can be constructed knowing a finite number

of points (four in the example of Fig. 2b). These and other properties are extremely useful in

understanding the meaning and shape of the BST surface. Stated next are those relevant for this

investigation. For the moment, we will concentrate on the case Vx = 0, Le., when the base shear

is zero in the direction orthogonal to the ground motion. Proofs for all these properties may be

found in Appendix B.

1. The BST surface is convex and it is composed of linear branches.

2. The slope of a tangent to the BST surface tell the position of the element in the building

plan that remains elastic during the mechanism (or branch) considered. Besides, this slope

also defines the center of plastic rotation of the building.

3. The BST ultimate surface has as many branches with finite slope as the number of resisting

planes in the structure. Starting in a counter-clockwise sense from the branch of constant
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base shear in the first quadrant, the first branch is associated with mechanisms that leave the

leftmost resisting plane in the elastic range, the second branch the second farthest plane to

the left, and so forth until we reach the rightmost resisting plane.

4. The BST surface is point-symmetric with respect to the origin if the element yield displace­

ments are the same under load reversals.

5. The BST surface of the system contracts along the torque axis as the base shear in the

x-direction V:z; increases from zero to its maximum value V:z;o'

2.3.4 Parameters that control the shape of the BST surface

Because the inelastic behavior of a building is developed along the BST surface, its shape essentially

controls this behavior; in the same way as the yielding force controls the seismic behavior of a single

degree of freedom system. Therefore, even without dynamic analysis, it is possible to compare the

expected performances of different structural configurations based on their BST surfaces. This is

one of the advantages of the BST surface approach relative to traditional analysis methods where

comparisons among systems can only be done after computing their responses.

Therefore, we must concentrate first on studying the factors that control the shape of the BST

surface: (1) the strength ofresisting planes in the x and y-directions, (2) strength of resisting planes

in the orthogonal (x-) direction, (3) asymmetry in stiffness, (4) asymmetry in strength, (5) planwise

distribution of strength, and (6) number of resisting planes. As we will show later, all these factors

have important physical meaning in the context of the design of asymmetric structures. For this

purpose, consider the reference single-story system shown in Fig. 4a, which has plan aspect ratio

alb = 1/2 and five resisting planes, three in the y-direction (1 through 3), and two in the x-direction

(4 and 5), all with identical stiffnesses k and strength f.
(a) Strength of resisting planes

Consider doubling the strength of each resisting plane. The resulting BST surface of the new

system is shown in Fig. 4b together with the one of the reference system. It is apparent that the

surface has expanded by a factor of two in all directions. This is not surprising since each branch of

the BST surface is a linear function of the base shear and torque, which, in turn, are linear functions

of the strength of the resisting planes. Therefore, an increase (or decrease) in the strength of the

resisting planes produces an isotropic dilation (or contraction) of the surface proportional to the

increase (or decrease) in strength.
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(b) Strength of resisting planes in the orthogonal direction

Assume now that only the strength of the orthogonal planes 4 and 5 is doubled. The resulting

BST surface is shown in Fig. 4c together with the one corresponding to the reference case. Com­

parison between the two surfaces shows that the increase in strength of planes 4 and 5 produces a

stretching of the surface along the base torque axis in the positive and negative directions. This

stretching corresponds to an increase in torque of fa. Note also that as a result of this increase

in strength, the length of the constant base-shear branches of the BST surface is also increased

(Fig. 4c). Justification for this effect becomes apparent when looking at the pivot diagrams shown

in Figs. 3d, 3f, and 3h. There, resisting planes 4 and 5 are contributing fully to resist the base

torque in the building. Consequently, an increase in strength of these planes leads to a proportional

increase in the resisted base torque for all regions of the surface (Fig. 4c).

The lengthening of the constant base-shear branches of the BST surface has important conse­

quences in terms of the dynamic behavior of the system. Suppose that we superimpose on top of the

BST surface (Fig. 4c) the base shear and torque response histories of the system when subjected

to an earthquake. Clearly, the response must be constrained to be inside the BST surface if the

behavior of the structure is elastic or on the surface itself if it is inelastic. Thus, since the constant

base-shear branches of the system have lengthened, it is very likely that the inelastic behavior of

the system is going to be developed on them. Now, since these branches correspond to mechanisms

in which all resisting planes in the y-direction yield, we expect relatively uniform displacement

demands for all resisting planes. As a rule then, systems with larger (smaller) constant base-shear

branches will tend to impose more (less) uniform displacement demands on the resisting planes.

This idea will be explored further in the next section.

(c) Asymmetry in stiffness

It is well known that stiffness asymmetry, characterized by stiffness eccentricity, is an important

parameter controlling the elastic response of asymmetric systems. As we will see later, it controls

partially how the base shear and torque combinations move inside the BST surface. Then, it

determines in what branches of the surface the inelastic behavior is likely to take place. However,

the shape of the BST surface is independent of the stiffness asymmetry in the system, which

controls only the distribution of forces among resisting planes in the elastic range. At collapse, the

yield strength of the resisting planes, their locations, and the equilibrium conditions are the ones

determining the ultimate base shear and torque resisted by the structure.
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(d) Asymmetry in strength

Consider the system shown in Fig. 4d having asymmetry in strength. Relative to the reference

case (Fig. 4a), resisting plane 1 has doubled its stiffness and strength, and planes 2 and 3 have

reduced theirs to half of the initial value. As a result, the system (Fig. 4d) has important strength

eccentricity ep/b = fa/2(1/2 - 2)/(3 fa) = -0.25. It is apparent that the most important effect of

strength asymmetry is to skew and stretch the BST surface toward the second and fourth quadrants.

The surface changes for two reasons. First, recalling property 2 of the BST surfaces, there is

a branch of the surface with slope equal to the position of resisting plane 1. This is the longest

branch in Fig. 4d having a slope dT/dVy = -(fb/2)(3.5 + 5)/(4f) = -b/2, the x-coordinate of

plane 1. Besides, since this plane has (large) strength 2f, the range of maximum and minimum

base torques in the BST surface is very large, and the surface becomes skewed.

The skewness and stretching of the BST surface observed is expected to have important con­

sequences on the inelastic seismic behavior of these systems. mtuitively, any of these systems

excited well into the inelastic range will present inelastic behavior along the long branches (Fig.

4d), implying that the strongest resisting plane in the plan will remain essentially elastic while the

other planes will yield significantly. Thus, the lateral capacity of the system provided mainly by

the large strength of the strongest element will never be developed; the system will perform ineffi­

ciently showing a premature torsional mechanism that keeps the strongest element elastic. Several

examples of this behavior have been observed during previous earthquakes [3].

(e) Planwise distribution of strength

Another factor that affects the shape of the BST ultimate surface is the distribution of strength

along the building plan. Such effect is studied considering the system shown in Fig. 4e, which has

increased strength in resisting plane 2 passing through the CM, as in a building with a strong central

core of R/C walls. It is apparent that increasing the strength of resisting plane 2 relative to other

planes has two effects: (1) it reduces the torsional capacity of the system, and (2) it produces a

stretching of the constant base-torque branches of the BST surface associated with purely torsional

mechanisms.

The first effect is obvious since a reduction in the strength of resisting planes 1 and 3 implies

a reduction in the torsional capacity of the system. The second effect may be understood when

looking at the pivot diagram shown in Fig. 4h. We recall from this figure that the purely torsional

mechanisms corresponding to these branches are such that resisting plane 2 (Fig. 4e) goes from

yielding in one direction to yielding in the other. Consequently, the length of the constant base-
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torque branch is twice the strength of this plane and, hence, an increase in strength of this plane

will imply an equal increase in the length of these branches.

The reduction in the torsional capacity of systems with very strong cores seems to suggest

that these systems may undergo significant inelastic torsional deformations. However, such large

rotations are not likely in a structure with a strong central core because the system will tend to

be relatively symmetric in strength; they might come, however, from an exceptionally strong base

rotation of the building foundation. Several examples to understand the behavior of such systems

will be considered in the next section.

(f) Number of resisting planes

In order to study the change produced on the BST surface resulting from a larger number

of resisting planes, we consider the building shown in Fig. 4f having five resisting planes in the

y-direction and two in the x-direction. The planes are symmetrically located with respect to the

CM and have the distribution of stiffness and strength shown in the figure.

Consistent with property 3 of the BST surface, the number of branches with finite slope for the

system considered is now five, making the BST surface look rounder than the surface corresponding

to the reference system. The two new branches of smaller slope correspond to building mechanisms

that leave resisting planes 2 and 4 elastic.

Comparing the BST surfaces for the systems of Figs. 4f and 4a, both having the same shear

and torque capacities, we observe that both surfaces differ only in the region corresponding to

high values of base torque. This implies that the seismic response of buildings with three or more

resisting planes should be for most practical cases very similar, unless unusually large values of

base torque are developed. Further discussion of this observation is presented in the next section.

2.4 Response to unidirectional ground motion

In the previous section we analyzed the effects of different building characteristics on the shape of

the BST surface, and predicted the consequences that changes in this surface might have in terms

of the seismic response of a system. In light of these observations, we now study the earthquake

response of asymmetric-plan systems. For this purpose we will examine the influence of five of the

structural characteristics considered in the previous section on the response of single-story buildings

having uncoupled lateral vibration period Ty = 0.5 sec in the y-direction, plan aspect ratio alb = .5

(b = 60 ft), and subjected to the N-S component of the EI Centro ground motion in the y-direction.
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From now on, the stiffnesses and strengths of resisting planes will be given in terms of the reference

values k = 409 kips/ft and f = 10 kips, respectively. The response results will be presented in a

special format (see for example Fig. 5). Each row, a) through c), contains the response results of

the building whose plan configuration is shown in the first column. Shown in the second column

are the base shear and torque histories that have been superimposed on the BST surface. In the

third column the displacements of the resisting planes at the edges and eM are presented. Finally,

the force-displacement relation for these planes are shown in the fourth column.

2.4.1 Strength of resisting planes in the orthogonal direction

To study the effect of varying the strength of the resisting planes orthogonal to the direction of

ground motion, consider the five structural configurations (a.l) through (e.l) presented in Fig.

5. These structural configurations are such that their lateral capacity in the y-direction is the

same and equal to 0.12W, where W is the weight of the structure, but their capacities in the

x-direction vary from zero to a maximum of 0.08W. All systems selected have equal normalized

stiffness eccentricity ea/b = 0.125 and strength eccentricity ep/b = 0.125. Note that because of

the increase in torsional stiffness introduced by the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction, the

elastic responses of these systems are not necessarily identical. However, as shown by the similar

elastic base shear and torque response histories shown in Figs. (a.2) through (c.2), the changes in

elastic response among these systems are very small, implying that the differences observed next

in their responses result mainly from their different inelastic properties.

Considering first the response in terms of the base shear and torque plot, we note the following

interesting points. Firstly, as explained earlier (Fig. 4c), a change in the strength of the orthogonal

resisting planes produces two effects in the shape of the BST ultimate surface: the torsional capacity

To of the system and the length of the constant base-shear branches of the BST surface (Fig. 2)

increase as these planes get stronger. The change in To does not seem to be crucial for these

structures since very few base shear and torque combinations reach the condition of a purely

torsional mechanism (constant base-torque branches in Figs. (a.2) through (e.2»j indeed, such

mechanism occurs only at few instants in case (a.2), where no orthogonal resisting planes are

present. On the other hand, the lengthening of the constant base-shear branches, representing

an increase in the number of mechanisms that involve yielding of all y-direction planes, is very

important since most of the nonlinear behavior will be developed along them.
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Secondly, Fig. (a.2) shows that most of the nonlinear behavior experienced by the system

with no orthogonal planes occurs along the two parallel branches of the BST surface with positive

slope. According to the second property of these surfaces, this implies that resisting plane 3,

the strongest element in the y-direction, remains essentially elastic at many instants during the

response. Because this plane also works as the instantaneous center of plastic rotation during

these instants, it is expected that resisting plane 1, the farthest plane from 3, will experience a

significant increase in displacements relative to plane 3 due to the plan rotation. A corollary of

this observation indicates that systems with no orthogonal resisting planes will attain their peak

displacements associated to large rotations of the plan, as has been noted by earlier research [4].

Thirdly, as the strength of the orthogonal resisting planes increases (Fig. (a.1) to (e.1)), a larger

proportion of the inelastic behavior migrates from the branches of the BST surface with positive

slope (Fig. (a.2)) to the constant base-shear branches (Fig. (e.2)). This implies that systems with

strong orthogonal resisting planes will see in many oftheir inelastic excursions mechanisms involving

yielding of all resisting planes in the y-direction. Thus, more uniform displacement demands are

expected for the resisting planes in these systems; equivalently, systems with strong orthogonal

planes will undergo smaller rotations of the plan as has been noted earlier [5].

Finally, the above observation has important implications for the design of asymmetric plan

structures. Let us consider, for instance, a typical retrofit scenario for an asymmetric structure like

the one shown in Fig. (b.1). Let us assume that the damage after an earthquake has been classified

as severe, moderate, and minor in resisting planes 1,2, and 3, respectively; also, the damage in the

x-direction planes is classified as moderate. A good retrofit solution for this case, although not

the only one, would be first to recover the initial strength of all y-direction resisting planes, but

more importantly, to increase the strength of the orthogonal planes 4 and 5 beyond their original

capacity to induce more uniform displacement demands on the y-direction planes (Fig. (e.2)).

The second and third observations above can be verified by considering the histories of displace­

ments in the resisting planes (Figs. (a.3) through (e.3)). For building case a, the displacements

of y-direction planes 1 to 3 are substantially different (Fig. (a.3)). In fact, the presence of large

plan rotations about plane 3 is obvious from the large differences between displacement of planes 1

and 3. For future reference, the ratio between the peak displacements of these two planes is about

3.5. Note also that plane 3 yields mainly for negative displacements (Fig. (aA)) while the opposite

occurs for plane 1.

The displacement histories of building cases b through e (Figs. (b.3) through (e.3)) show how
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the responses of the three y-direction planes become closer as a result of the increase in the strength

of the orthogonal planes and consequent decrease in the plan rotations. For building case e (Fig.

(e.3)), for instance, the ratio between the peak displacements between planes 1 and 3 has reduced

to about 1.8, Le., 50% with respect to case a (Fig. (a.3)), and more importantly, the resisting

planes now yield in both directions (Fig. (e.4)). Further increase in the strength of the orthogonal

planes would lead to more uniform displacement demands on the resisting planes.

2.4.2 Stiffness asymmetry

Let us consider the effect of stiffness asymmetry in the inelastic response of asymmetric structures

by studying the response of the five structural configurations presented in Fig. 6 ((a.l) through

(e.l)). The lateral capacities in the x and y-directions for all the systems are identical and equal

to 0.08W and 0.12W, respectively. Their normalized strength eccentricity ep/b = 0.125 is also

identical but the normalized stiffness eccentricity es /b = 0,0.05,0.125,0.25 and 0.4 for building

cases a (Fig. (a.l)) through e (Fig. (e.l)), respectively. As mentioned earlier (section 3.4 (c)), the

BST surface of a building is independent of the stiffness eccentricity.

In spite of the stiffness symmetry of building case a (Fig. (a.l)), torsional motions are present

in the system since the strength of resisting planes is not symmetrically arranged about the CM.

Nevertheless, a large number of base shear and torque combinations still lie close to the zero torque

axis and most of the inelastic behavior takes place along the constant base-shear branches of the

BST surface, implying yielding of all resisting planes in the y-direction (Fig. (a.2)).

As the stiffness eccentricity corresponding to building cases b through e (Figs. (b.2) through

(e.2)) increases, larger values of base torque are developed in these systems. If the stiffness eccen­

tricity is large, as in building case e (Fig. (e.2)), the base shear and torque combinations tend to lie

on the second and fourth quadrants of the BST surface. Such is the case because we have assumed

positive stiffness eccentricity (CS at the right of the CM) in the buildings, implying that positive

base shears should frequently accompany clockwise (negative) base torques and vice-versa.

More important, as the stiffness eccentricity increases among systems more base shear and

torque combinations move to the branches of the BST surface with positive slope, as can be checked

by comparing building cases a (Fig. (a.2)) and c (Fig. (c.2)). This implies, as it should, that

systems with large stiffness eccentricity will experience inelastic behavior in mechanisms that leave

the stiffest resisting plane in the plan, plane 3, essentially elastic, while producing plan rotations
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about this plane. Consequently, the displacements of resisting plane 1, the farthest plane from

plane 3, will be increased substantially because of the plan rotation. Note, however, that to

obtain a significant shift of the base shear and torque combinations from the mainly translational

mechanisms ( constant base-shear branches) toward mechanisms leaving the stiffest plane essentially

elastic (positive slope branches), rather large values of the stiffness eccentricity, say es/b ~ 0.25,

are required.

These observations can all be verified when looking at the displacement histories (Fig. (a.3)

through (e.3)) and force-displacement histories (Figs. (aA) through (eA)). The displacements of

resisting planes in cases a, b, and c do not present substantial differences as expected from their

similar base shear and torque histories. On the other hand, as stiffness eccentricity increases, say

over 0.25b (Fig. (e.1)), an important increase in displacements (Fig. (e.3)) is observed for plane 1

as a result of the large plastic rotations of the building about the stiffer plane 3.

Thus, stiffness eccentricity is responsible for changing the pattern of the base shear and torque

response history inside the BST surface. So, unless this change in pattern induces changes in the

region of the BST surface where the inelastic behavior takes place, stiffness eccentricity will not

affect the response as importantly as it does in the elastic case.

2.4.3 Strength asymmetry

The effects of strength asymmetry are studied considering the five structural configurations shown

in Fig. 7 (cases (a.1) through (e.1)). These systems are such that they all have the same nor­

malized stiffness eccentricity es/b = 0.125 and variable normalized strength eccentricities ep/b =

0,0.0625,0.125,0.375, and 0.342, respectively. Also, their lateral capacities are 0.08W and 0.12W

in the x and y-directions, respectively, and all have the same torsional capacity To = 0.13W(b/2)

kips-ft. The elastic response of systems a through e will be identical, and the differences in behavior

shown next can be attributed only to the change in shape of the BST surface because of strength

asymmetry.

Strength asymmetry has an important effect on the shape of the BST ultimate surface as it

was noted earlier (Fig. 4d) and is shown again in Fig. 7 ( cases (a.2) through (e.2)). Initially,

the BST surface in building case a (Fig. (a.2)) is symmetric about both axes. This symmetry is

lost gradually as the strength asymmetry in buildings a through e increases, making the surfaces

to narrow and lean toward the first and third quadrants (Fig. (e.2)). Such is the case because
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resisting plane 3, is the strongest plane in the plan and it is farther from the eM.

The base shear and torque history corresponding to building case a (Fig. (a.2» shows that the

inelastic behavior of the system is developed along the constant base-shear branches of the BST

surface, implying that different resisting planes will undergo similar displacement demands as a

result of the predominantly translational displacements. For future reference, the ratio between

the peak displacements between planes 1 and 3 is in this case about 1.25 (Fig. (a.3».

As the strength asymmetry increases, more base shear and torque combinations start to migrate

from the constant base-shear branches (Fig. (a.2)) of the BST surface toward the branches with

positive slope (Fig. (e.2)), which are associated with torsional mechanisms leaving the strongest

resisting plane (plane 3) essentially elastic during the earthquake. This fact results from the leaning

of the surface and consequent shift of the constant base-shear branches to a higher region of the

torque axis (Fig. (e.2». Its consequence in terms of the seismic response of these structures is

dramatic; large plastic rotations will tend to be produced about the strongest plane (plane 3),

leading to huge displacement demands on the planes farther from it (Fig. (e.3)).

The above observations are also apparent when we analyze the displacement and force-displacement

histories for each resisting plane (Figs. (a.3) through (e.3». The displacement in plane 3, the

strongest plane in the plan, is substantially reduced from case a to case e, although its stiffness is

kept constant; contrarily, the displacement in plane 1, the weakest element in the plan, increases

substantially between these cases. Indeed, the ratio between peak lateral displacements of planes

1 and 3 has changed from 1.25 in building case a (Fig. (a.3)) to 6 in case e (Fig. (e.3)). More

important, building case e, which represents large asymmetry in strength, demonstrates that the

strength of the strongest plane 3 is barely used since the inelastic behavior of the system is such

that a torsional mechanism, about this plane, is activated most of the time.

Strength asymmetry is then an important parameter controlling the behavior of asymmetric

structures; its importance comes from the way it controls the shape of the BST surface. Reducing

the strength eccentricity in a system usually leads to more uniform displacement demands in all

resisting planes, even if the system has significant stiffness eccentricity as shown by building case

a (Figs. (a.2), (a.3), and (aA». Increasing the strength eccentricity of a system implies to develop

torsional mechanisms that leave the strongest resisting plane essentially elastic during the response;

thus, forcing other resisting planes farther from this plane to deform considerably.
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2.4.4 Planwise distribution of strength

In order to study the changes in building response due to changes in the planwise distribution

of strength, we consider the five building cases shown in Fig. 8 (cases (a.1) through (e.1». All

these buildings have the same stiffness eccentricity es/b = 0.125 but are symmetric in strength.

The systems also have identical lateral capacities 0.08W and 0.12W in the x and y directions,

respectively; their torsional capacities, however, vary from To = 0.02W(b/2) kip-ft in case a to

0.1W(b/2) kip-ft in case e. This variation in strength is such that building case a (Fig. (a.1»

corresponds to a system with a very strong central core and weak resisting planes along the two

edges in the y-direction, and building case e (Fig. (e.1» is just the opposite, Le., a system with

very strong planes along the edges and a weak central core. Note that the elastic responses of all

these systems are identical.

The BST surfaces corresponding to each of the five buildings are shown in Fig. 8 (cases (a.2)

through (e.2». Shifting the strength of resisting planes from a central core (Fig. (a.2» to the

edges (Fig. (e.2» has two effects: (1) it increases the torsional capacity To of the system, and (2)

it shortens the constant base-torque branches of the BST surface associated with predominantly

torsional mechanisms.

The base shear and torque histories indicate that in spite of the small torsional capacity of

building case a, no combination of base shear and torque is able to reach a purely torsional mech­

anism (constant base-torque branches of the BST surface in Fig. (a.2». Such is the case because

the system is unable to develop large base torques as a result of the small strength of resisting

planes 1 and 3 and ends up responding primarily in translation as indicated by the essentially

identical displacement histories of planes 1,2, and 3 (Fig. (a.3». As the strength of the resisting

planes at the edges increase, larger torques are developed in the systems together with an increase

in the torsional capacity To. These larger torques make the system undergo yielding along the

inclined branches of the BST surface (Fig. (e.2», implying mechanisms with a significant torsional

component. As a result, substantially different displacement demands occur in planes 1 and 3 (Fig.

(e.3».

Basically, the observation above is saying that a weak torsional structure is naturally isolated

against the elastic torsional behavior imposed by stiffness asymmetry at the expense of larger

deformations in the edge resisting planes. These results do not necessarily imply that building case

a is always a better solution than building case e. Indeed, for service conditions of the structure
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where accidental torsion coming from base rotational motion could be present, undesirably large

displacements at the edges could be produced as a result of the torsional flexibility of the structure

[6].

2.4.5 Number of resisting planes

So far we have considered buildings with three resisting planes along the direction of ground motion.

Let us consider now the effect of having more resisting planes by studying the response of the three

buildings shown in Fig. 9 (cases (a.1) through (c.1». Buildings A,B, and C have 3,5, and 7

resisting planes in the y-direction, respectively, and they all have identical lateral capacities 0.08W

and 0.12W in the x and y-directions, respectively. Their torsional capacities To vary, however, from

0.16W(bj2) kip-ft in case a to 0.lW(bj2) kip-ft in case c. All systems also have identical normalized

stiffness and strength eccentricities esjb = epjb = 0.125. Note that the elastic response of these

systems are not necessarily identical because their torsional stiffnesses decrease as the number of

resisting planes increase. It can be shown, however, that the differences in the elastic response

among the systems are small.

As mentioned before, increasing the number of resisting planes produces a rounding effect on the

BST surface, especially for regions of large torque (Figs. (a.2) through (c.2». However, since the

inelastic behavior in these systems does not take place in this region of the BST surface, we expect

similar responses in all configurations. This expectation is verified by looking at the displacement

histories of the resisting planes (Fig. (a.3) through (c.3», which show very little change among

configurations. This observation has also been noted in different terms by earlier researchers [e.g.,5].

In conclusion, for analysis and design purposes, most multiple resisting plane structures could be

reasonably approximated by a three plane model, if the latter matches certain minimum conditions

of the actual structure, such as its elastic properties, lateral and torsional capacity, and location

of resisting planes dictating the main slope of the BST surface. In other words, the three-plane

model used to analyze the structure only needs to provide a close representation of the region of

the BST where the inelastic behavior is localized. For instance, for the five-plane building shown

in Fig. (c.1), according to the BST behavior presented in Fig. (c.2), the three-plane model used

for the system could be the one presented in Fig. (a.1).
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2.5 Response to bidirectional ground motion

In the previous sections we have considered the response of asymmetric buildings subjected to a

single component of ground motion. However, most buildings in reality are subjected to bidirec­

tional ground motion. Thus, it is the objective of this section to study, conceptually, the response

of asymmetric buildings when both ground motion components act simultaneously.

Let us start considering the three-dimensional BST surface and the factors that control its

shape. These factors were already described in section 3.4; the only difference here is that the

normalized base shear in the x-direction V-x = Vx/Vxo is now assumed to vary between -1 and 1

instead of being fixed at 0 as it was in Fig. 4. Shown in Fig. 10 is the three-dimensional BST

surface for several buildings; the cross-section of these surfaces at Vx = 0 was already presented

in Fig. 4. The effect of the base shear in the x-direction is, as expected, to reduce the torsional

capacity of the system proportional to Vx ; the proportionality constant being the torsional capacity

provided by the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction (e.g., 2f(a/2) in this case). Except

for this reduction in torsional capacity, the results presented in Figs. 10 and 4 show no difference;

therefore, the observations stated before about the BST surface using Vx = 0 still carryover for

other values of the base shear Vx '

In order to understand the behavior better, consider the seismic response of the buildings shown

in Fig. 11 (case (30.1)) subjected to the N-S component of El Centro in the y-direction and five

versions of its E-W component in the x-direction scaled by factors a = 0,1, and 3. The building

considered has lateral capacities equal to O.12W in both principal directions and torsional capacity

equal to 0.15W(b/2). Besides, it has stiffness eccentricity es/b = 0.125 and strength eccentricity

ep/b = 0.0625.

If there is no ground motion in the x-direction ( a = 0), the base shear and torque histories

of the system must stay inside, or on, the BST ultimate surface corresponding to Vx = 0 (Fig.

(a.2)). Note that the inelastic behavior of the system is developed mainly on the constant base­

shear branches of the BST surface corresponding to predominantly translational mechanisms (Fig.

(a.3)), and that the ratio between the peak displacements at planes 1 and 3 is about 1.8.

As the intensity of the ground motion in the x-direction increases, the base shear and torque

histories start moving out of the Vx = 0 plane of the BST surface, describing trajectories in the

three-dimensional space spanned by Vx , Vy , and T (Figs. (b.2) through (e.2)). Furthermore, yielding

occurs in resisting planes 4 and 5, reducing the proportion of base torque resisted by these planes.
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In order to see this, we have included in Figs. (a.3) through (e.3) the BST surface corresponding

to the two base shear values Vx = 0 and Vx = Vxo' As a result of the increase in ground motion

intensity (a increase), the inelastic behavior of the system migrates from the constant base-shear

branches of the surface at Vx = 0 (Fig. (a.3)) to the inclined branches of the surface at Vx = Vxo

(Fig. (e.3)). This effect is also clearly observed when looking at the spreading of the base shear

and torque combinations from the Vx = 0 plane (Fig. (a.2)) toward the Vx = Vxo plane (Fig. (e.2))

of the surface.

An important practical consequence of the above observation is that buildings having substan­

tial yielding in the orthogonal resisting planes are almost always expected to develop torsional

mechanisms in their inelastic response. These mechanisms will tend to reduce the displacement

demands on the strongest resisting plane (plane 3, Fig. (a.1)) while increasing the displacements

in the planes farther from it (plane 1). For example, the ratio of peak displacements of planes 1

and 3 increases from 1.8 in case a (Fig. (a.4)) to 2.8 in case e (Fig. (e.4)).

At this point it is pertinent to comment about the controversial issue of whether the orthogonal

resisting planes should or should not be considered in the analytical model used to analyze an

asymmetric structure [7]. According to these results (Fig. 11), in the academic case of no ground

motion in the orthogonal direction, a model which considers the full strength of orthogonal resisting

planes could be used. On the other extreme, if the ground motion component in the orthogonal

direction produces many extended intervals of yielding in the resisting planes along this direction,

an analytical model which disregards the orthogonal resisting planes would be appropriate. The

BST surface is associated with base shear Vx = 0 for the first model and with Vx = Vo for the

second model. Neither of the two models is correct, because the actual forces travel, as shown in

Figs. (a.2) through (e.2), continuously along different regions of the BST surface. Care should then

be exercised in interpreting available results of asymmetric structures since this effect alone may

induce significant discrepancies in displacement demands predicted by both simplified models.

2.6 Conclusions

This study of the seismic behavior of asymmetric buildings has led to the following conclusions:

1. Base shear and torque response histories, especially in conjunction with the BST surface, are

a useful conceptual tool for understanding the behavior of different asymmetric buildings.

The BST surface contains essentially all the information necessary to describe the inelastic
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properties of a system. Moreover, its shape is directly related to the yielding mechanisms of

the structure and, thus, controls the relative displacement demands among resisting planes.

2. The factors that determine the shape of the BST surface and, hence, inftuence importantly the

inelastic behavior of an asymmetric plan building are the: (1) lateral and torsional capacities

of the system, (2) strength of the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction, (3) strength

eccentricity, (4) planwise distribution of strength, and (5) intensity of the ground motion in

the orthogonal direction.

3. Resisting planes in the orthogonal direction control the length of the constant base-shear

branches of the BST surface corresponding to predominantly translational mechanisms that

involve yielding of all resisting planes in the direction of ground motion. Consequently, an

increase in the lateral strength of the orthogonal planes leads to more uniform (less plan

rotation) displacement demands of the resisting planes along the direction of ground motion.

4. Stiffness eccentricity does not affect the shape of the BST surface; however, it controls im­

portantly where on this surface the system develops its inelastic behavior. An increase in the

stiffness eccentricity of the system is reflected by a tendency of the base and torque combi­

nations to lie in certain quadrants of the surface. Accordingly, the inelastic behavior of the

system always tends to develop in these quadrants.

5. Strength eccentricity controls the width and skewness of the BST surface. As a result, the

response of strength asymmetric systems is always biased to develop mechanisms that leave

the strongest resisting plane in the plan essentially elastic while increasing importantly the

deformations of planes farther from the elastic plane.

6. Changes in the planwise distribution of strength produces changes in the torsional capacity

of the system and in the length of the constant base-torque branch of the BST surface cor­

responding to predominantly torsional mechanisms of the structure. It has been observed

that a reduction in the torsional capacity of stiffness asymmetric systems may produce, at

the expense of larger displacements, more uniform displacement demands among resisting

planes.

7. An increase in the number of resisting planes in the structure leads to rounder BST surfaces.

Analysis of several building configurations has shown that the change in building response
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due to this rounding effect is in most cases small. Further, it has been noted that as long as

the region of the BST surface where the inelastic behavior takes place remains invariant, the

effect of structural characteristics controlling other regions of the surface can be neglected.

8. The existence of an orthogonal component of ground motion implies a reduction in the tor­

sional capacity of the building as a result of the lateral motion in that direction. Because

of this reduction, the inelastic behavior in these systems usually involves predominantly tor­

sional mechanisms that concentrate the inelasticity in the resisting planes farther from the

strongest plane, which usually remains essentially elastic. However, if the orthogonal compo­

nent of ground motion is not intense, the resisting planes in that direction may be assumed

to contribute to resist the base torque and could be included in the building model. On the

other hand, for intense ground motion, frequent yielding of these planes is expected and,

for all practical purposes, they should not be included in the model. In reality, the actual

behavior of the system is actually bounded by these two cases.
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APPENDIX A: Computation of BST ultimate surfaces

This appendix presents the algorithm used to compute the BST surface for the buildings con­

sidered in this investigation. In principle, each point on the BST surface is computed by a nonlinear

static analysis of the structure following, for instance, the algorithm shown schematically in Fig.

A.1. Let us suppose that we first need to compute a section of the BST surface corresponding to

a base shear Vx = V* in the x-direction. For doing so we may use the the following procedure:

1. Apply loads VlI and T at the ratio m= (T/To)/(Vy/Vyo ) and with magnitudes sufficiently large

as to produce collapse in the structure (Fig. A.l). Note that for efficiency in the numerical

computation of the surface it is convenient to normalize the force space with respect to the

maximum base shears Vxo and Vyo in the x and y-directions, respectively, and maximum base

torque To, such that the new coordinates Vx/Vxo, Vy/VyO , and T /To all vary between -1 and

1.

2. Use as an iteration variable the normalized base shear in the x-direction, say, Vx/Vo = a(o).

Thus, a point on the surface is found when two conditions are met: (1) m= (T/To)/(Vy/Vyo )

and (2) Vx = V*.

3. For the given m= (T /To)/(Vy/Vyo ) and Vx/Vo = a(o) compute the base shear Vy and torque

T that lead to collapse of the structure. This is done using for instance an event-tc:revent

strategy. This combination of Vy and T defines one point on a BST surface (not necessarily

the one sought) as shown in Fig. A.1.

4. Compute the corresponding restoring force Vx associated to the ultimate condition obtained

in Step 3. If the condition Vx = V* is satisfied, the point belongs to the section of the BST

surface sought; if not, a new value for the next iteration Vx/Vo = a(l) is assumed and the

procedure is repeated from step 3 until convergence is achieved (Fig. A.l).

5. Vary the value of mto compute another points on the surface at Vx = V*.

6. Finally, repeat the process above for another section of the BST surface by assuming a different

base shear Vx •
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APPENDIX. B: Properties of the BST surface

This appendix contains proofs for the properties of the BST surface already described in section

2.3.3 ofthis chapter. The proofs are very simple; they provide, however, significant insight into the

plastic behavior of asymmetric systems.

1. The BST surface is convex . A general proof for this statement can be found elsewhere

[17] and it is based on the maximum dissipation postulate. For the particular case of a

BST ultimate surface the proof goes as follows. Let us denote Q = {Vx VlI T}T the vector

containing the base shears and torque on the system, and u = {ux uy U(}} the vector of

degrees of freedom. Also, the BST ultimate surface is denoted as ~(Q) = o. The principle of

maximum plastic dissipation [17] states that

(Q - Q*). u ~ 0 (2)

where Q* is an arbitrary point in the force space such that ~(Q*) ~ 0 and uP is the plastic

deformation rate. A graphical representation of this principle is shown in Fig. B.1a. It is

apparent from the figure that the only possibility to satisfy Eq. 1 is having the BST ultimate

surface lying to the inward side of the tangent at point P. This implies that Q* cannot lie

outside the tangent to the surface at P and, hence, the BST ultimate surface must be convex.

(3)

...
Tc

N-l M-l

L !yiXi + L !xiYi +!ykXk
i=l,#k j=l,

T=

2. The BST surface is composed of linear branches. A proof of this statement goes as

follows. As shown earlier in Fig. 3, most collapse mechanisms in a system happen when one

resisting plane is in the elastic range while the others yield. Let us denote the plane that

remains elastic as k. At collapse, equilibrium of the system dictates

N-l

Vy = L !yi +!yk
i=l,i#k
~

Vc

where !yi is the capacity of the i th element; !yk is the elastic force in the kth element; and Vc

and Tc are the ultimate base shear and torque corresponding to a mechanism with zero force

in the kth element.

Solving for !yk in the first equation of Eq. (2) and substituting in the second, we obtain a

condition for the combinations of base shear and torque required to produce these mechanisms

(Fig. B.1b)

T = Tc +Xk(Vy - Vc )
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Therefore, Eq. (3) says that the BST surface is composed of linear segments and the property

is proved. Note, however, that Eq. (3) cannot be used for mechanisms in which all resisting

planes yield in one direction as in the case of a purely lateral mechanism (Fig. 3a). This case

will be considered next.

3. The slope of any of the branches of the BST surface tells the position of the

element in the building plan that remains elastic during the mechanism consid­

ered . Further, this slope also defines the center of plastic rotation of the building. The

first statement is obvious from Eq. (3), which shows that the slope of the ultimate surface

dT/dVy must equal Xk, i.e., the position in plan of the element that remains elastic during

the mechanism (Fig. B.1c). Therefore, each straight branch in the BST surface with finite

slope implies that one and only one element in the plan remains elastic.

The second statement can be proven using Drucker's postulate (Drucker, 1950). For perfectly

plastic materials, the postulate implies that

dQ· duP = 0

Therefore, Drucker's postulate can be rewritten in our case as

dV. duP +dTduP - 0Y Y (J-

(5)

(6)

For any mechanism involving rotation of the building plan, the plastic lateral deformation

increment at the CM may be expressed as du~ = -e du~ (Fig. B.1d). Thus, substitution in

Eq. (5) leads to
dT
- = e (7)
dVy

i.e, the slope of the BST ultimate surface is equal to the distance e between the CM and

the center of plastic rotation. Moreover, this distance is then equal to the position Xk of the

element that remains elastic during the mechanism considered.

Clearly, if all resisting planes reach their capacity in a purely lateral mechanism, the center

of plastic rotation of the plan will be at infinity as represented by point P1 in Fig. 2b.

Furthermore, according to the mechanisms shown in Fig. 3b, the constant base shear branch

P1-B of the BST surface (Fig. 2b) is such that dVy = 0 and dT i' 0, implying, based on

Eq. (6), that there is no elastic element in the building plan. Therefore, the meaning of the

constant base shear branches in the BST surface is that they correspond to mechanisms in

which all resisting planes have yielding.
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4. The BST surface has B different branches with finite slope, where B is the number

of elements in the system. Further, the B branches are arranged according to decreasing

distance from the plane to the CM. The first property is obvious from Eq. (3) since we

expect to have one distinct branch for every mechanisms in which a resisting plane remains

elastic. More interesting, convexity of the surface implies that the first branch after the

constant base shear branch of the surface (Fig. B.le) must be the branch corresponding to

the mechanisms keeping the planes farther from the CM elastic, the second branch the one

keeping the second farther planes elastic, and so forth, approaching to the resisting planes

closer to the CM.

5. If the element yield displacements are the same in both directions, the ultimate

surface is point-symmetric with respect to the origin . To prove this just observe

that a reversal of sign in both Vy and T will produce identical results if the lateral capacities

of the elements are symmetric. This symmetry occurs naturally in most structural elements

designed to resist seismic loads.
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3. INELASTIC BEHAVIOR AND DESIGN OF ASYMMETRIC

MULTISTORY BUILDINGS

3.1 Introduction

As mentioned in Chapter 1, the objectives of this investigation are to: (1) extend the conceptual

framework developed in Chapter 2 to understand the inelastic seismic behavior of multistory sys­

tems, and (2) provide generally applicable design guidelines for asymmetric buildings that enable

us to answer practical questions about the earthquake design and retrofit of asymmetric buildings.

This chapter is organized as follows. After describing the systems and analysis procedure

used, several key aspects of the inelastic seismic behavior of asymmetric buildings are identified by

studying the effect on the torsional response of six building characteristics: strength of orthogonal

resisting planes, stiffness asymmetry, strength asymmetry, planwise distribution of strength, number

of resisting planes, and intensity of the ground motion component in the orthogonal direction.

The resulting understanding of the response is then used to propose several design guidelines for

asymmetric buildings, which are considered later in evaluating two retrofit solutions for a practical

building.

3.2 Systems considered and analysis procedure

The systems analyzed are multistory buildings consisting of floor diaphragms that are rigid flexu­

rally and axially, where all the story masses are lumped; lateral resistance is provided by resisting

planes in the x- and y-directions (Fig. 1) composed of elasto-plastic resisting elements. As shown

in the building plan, the ith resisting plane in the x-direction has lateral stiffness matrix k~) and is

located at distance x(i,i) from the CM (center of mass) of the lh floor, j = 1, ... , nj analogously,

the stiffness matrix and location of the i th resisting plane of story j in the y-direction are defined

by kti ) and x(i,i), respectively. The resisting planes in the y-direction may have different stiffness

matrices and lateral capacities, and may be unsymmetrically located about the y-axis, creating

eccentricities between the CM and CS (center of stiffness) in each story. On the other hand, the

systems considered are symmetric in stiffness and strength about the x-axis. The structural model

although simple, is deemed adequate for the computation and study of global building responses,

such as floor displacements and story shears and torque [1].

The dynamic response of the system is described by the vector U x of displacements u~p and
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the vector u y of displacements ulf) of the lh. floor CM along the x and y-directions, respectively,

and the rotation vector ue of rotations uy> of the jth. rigid floor diaphragm about a vertical axis

through the CM (Fig. 1). Using these degrees of freedom, the dynamic response of the system

to base acceleration agx(t) and agy(t) in the x- and y-direction , respectively, is described by the

following equations of motion:

Mii. +Cit +R(6,6) = -Mrag (1)

where U = {uXuyue}T; M is the mass matrix given by M = diag[m m I p ], where m and I p are

diagonal matrices containing the masses and polar moments of inertia for each building story; C

is the linear viscous damping matrix; R(6,6) is the vector of restoring forces in the system; r is a

3n x 2 matrix made up of the influence vectors r x = {1 0 o}T and r y = {o 1 0 JT for excitations

agx(t) and agy(t), respectively; and ag(t) = {agx(t) agy(t)}T. In this investigation the ground

accelerations selected are the E-Wand N-S components of the 1940 El Centro ground motion

applied in the x and y directions, respectively. The equations of motion (Eq. 1) are integrated

numerically using the partitioned predictor-corrector scheme developed in Ref. [2] and already used

in Chapter 2.

The response quantities of interest in this study are: (1) the combinations of vY), v~j), and

TU), the story shears in the x- and y-directions and story torque; (2) the displacement histories at

the building edges and at the CM; and (3) the force-displacement histories in structural elements.

For notational convenience, the principal direction of analysis always coincides with the y-direction

(Fig. 1); because of that, the x-direction will be denoted hereafter as the orthogonal direction.

3.3 Response of inelastic systems

The purpose of this section is to investigate, in light of the results derived earlier for single-story

systems (Chapter 2), the effect of the following six characteristics controlling the behavior of mul­

tistory asymmetric structures: (1) strength of resisting planes in the orthogonal direction, (2)

stiffness asymmetry, (3) strength asymmetry, (4) planwise distribution of strength, (5) number of

resisting planes, and (6) bidirectional ground motion.

These characteristics are studied using five-story buildings with uncoupled lateral vibration

periods Tx = Ty = 0.7 sec. in the x- and y-directions, plan aspect ratio alb = 1/2 where b = 120

ft (Fig.l), and subjected to twice the N-S component of the EI Centro ground motion in the y­

direction. This amplification of the ground motion, which is not unrealistic in light of the recent
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earthquake data [3], was intended to drive the systems well into the inelastic range. The vertical.

distribution of story strengths in the building is as follows: V for the first two stories, 3/4V for the

third and fourth stories, and V /2 for the fifth story. The story stiffnesses vary over the building

height like the story strengths: K in the first two stories, 3/4K in the third and fourth stories,

and K/2 in the 5th story. This heightwise distribution of strength is consistent with the code

distribution of lateral. forces but also accounts for the fact that properties of structural elements

are not usually varied in every story. Hereafter, the stiffnesses and strengths of structural elements

will be given in terms of the reference values K = 42000 kips/ft and V = 840 kips, respectively,

corresponding to a realistic five-story structure.

The response results will be presented in a special format (see for example Fig. 2). Rows (1),

(2), and (3) contain the response results for the first, third, and fifth stories of buildings with plan

configurations shown in columns (a), (b), and (c); identical stiffnesses and capacities in resisting

planes are only shown once.

It is important to note that in some cases changes in the building characteristics mentioned will

not only imply changes in the inelastic response of the building but also in the elastic response.

This distinguishes our study from traditional parametric studies where the goal is to keep identical

elastic responses at the expense of adjustments to the structural system. In this study, the changes

introduced to building characteristics are straight forward and motivated by practical actions that

the engineer may take to modify a building plan. As an example, consider a hypothetical situation

in which more resisting planes are introduced in the direction orthogonal to the ground motion

considered. Because of these planes, not only the torsional capacity of the building will increase

but also its torsional stiffness and, hence, both the elastic and inelastic responses will change.

3.3.1 Strength of resisting planes in the orthogonal direction

To study the effect of varying the strength of the resisting planes orthogonal to the direction of

ground motion, consider the three structural plans (a) through (c) presented in Fig. 2. The lateral

capacity Vy of these three structures in the y-direction is the same and equal to 0.15W, where

W is the weight of the structure, but their base shear capacities Vx in the x-direction vary from

zero to a maximum of 0.3W. Each system has equal normalized stiffness eccentricity es/b = 0.125

and strength eccentricity ep/b = 0.125 in all stories; these values have been chosen arbitrarily as

the reference values about which changes will be considered in this study. Note that the torsional
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stiffness contributed by the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction differs among the three

systems; however, as shown next, the differences in response among these systems can be explained

mainly based on their different inelastic properties.

Let us consider first the story shear and torque response histories for the system, which have

been superimposed on the SST surface shown by the polygon in solid lines (Fig. 2). It is apparent

that the SST surfaces for the third and fifth stories are scaled versions, by factors 3/4 and 1/2,

respectively, of the first story SST surface due to the smaller lateral capacities in these stories.

Further, the increase in the capacity of the orthogonal resisting planes leads to an increase in the

length of the constant base shear branch and to an increase in the torsional capacity of the system

(Fig.2: la, lb, Ie) (Chapter 2). The lengthening of the constant base-shear branch implies an

increase in the number of story mechanisms that involve yielding of all y-direction planes. It is

observed that the system with no orthogonal resisting planes (Fig.2: la, 2a, and 3a) undergoes

most of its inelastic behavior along the branches of the SST surface with positive slope. This

implies that at many time instants the system develops torsional mechanisms about the strongest

resisting plane (plane 3) in the plan (Chapter 2). Consequently, most of the inelastic behavior of

the system is expected to occur in plane 1, the farthest from plane 3, due to the plan rotation.

A corollary of this observation indicates that peak displacements of systems with no orthogonal

resisting planes are associated with large rotations of the plan, as has been noted earlier in the

context of single-story systems [4].

As the strength of the orthogonal resisting planes increases, a larger proportion of the inelastic

behavior of the system shifts from the branches of the BST surface with positive slope (Fig.2:

la, 2a, 3a ) to the constant base-shear branches (Fig.2: Ie, 2c, 3c). This implies that systems

with strong orthogonal resisting planes will see in many of their inelastic excursions predominantly

translational mechanisms involving yielding of all resisting planes in the y-direction. Thus, more

uniform displacement demands are expected for the resisting planes in these systems; equivalently,

systems with strong orthogonal planes will undergo smaller inelastic rotations of the plan as has

been noted earlier in the context of single story systems [5].

Consistent with these observations are obtained the displacement histories at different plan

locations (Fig. 3) and force-displacement histories for the three resisting planes (Fig. 4). For

building (a), the peak floor displacements at the flexible edge (plane 1) of the building are over

twice those at the stiff edge (plane 3) (Fig. 3: la, 2a, 3a) due to the large rotations of the plan

about plane 3. The displacement histories of building (b) and (c) (Fig. 3: lb-3b and lc-3c) show

220



that the increase in the strength of the orthogonal planes leads to more uniform displacement

demands among the y-direction planes. Thus, the ratio between the peak displacements at the

flexible and stiff edges has reduced from over 2 in building (a) (Fig. 3: la, 2a) to about 1 and 1.4

in the first and second stories in building (c) (Fig. 3: 1c, 2e). These results are even clearer in the

force-displacement histories for the resisting planes. Comparing, for instance, parts 1a through 1c

of Fig. 4, we see that by increasing the strength of the orthogonal planes it is possible to make the

peak deformation demands in the resisting planes quite similar in spite of the stiffness and strength

asymmetry in the system; results for other stories are similar (Fig. 4: 2a-2e and 3a-3e). Note also

that together with making these demands more uniform, the peak deformations in the resisting

planes of building (c) are reduced relative to building (a) because are being used more efficiently.

3.3.2 Stiffness asymmetry

The effect of stiffness asymmetry in the inelastic response of asymmetric structures is studied con­

sidering the response of the three buildings with plans presented in Fig. 5 (a) through (c). The

lateral base shear capacities in the x and y-directions for all the systems are O.15W. Their normal­

ized strength eccentricity ep/b = 0.125 is also identical but the normalized stiffness eccentricity is

es/b = 0,0.125, and 0.4 for buildings (a), (b) , and (c), respectively.

In single story systems, stiffness eccentricity has shown to influence the story shear and torque

response histories inside the SST surface (Chapter 2). This influence is also apparent from the

shear and torque histories for multistory systems presented in Fig. 5. As the stiffness eccentricity

increases, larger values of base torque are developed in the system ( e.g., Fig. 5: 2a, 2b, and 2c

). If the stiffness eccentricity is large, as in building (c), the story shear and torque combinations

produce a plot that is skewed toward the second and fourth quadrants of the SST surface (e.g.,

Fig. 5: 3e)-because we have assumed positive stiffness eccentricity (CS to the right of the CM),

implying that positive story shears would frequently accompany clockwise (negative) base torques

and vice-versa. As a result, yielding in building (a), which takes place along the constant shear

branches of the SST surface (Fig. 5: la, 2a, 3a), tends to move to the positive slope branches for

building (c) (Fig. 5: 1c, 2e, 3c). This implies, as it should, that these systems with large stiffness

eccentricity will experience inelastic behavior in mechanisms associated with important rotation of

the building plan about the stiffest, and usually strongest, resisting plane.

Consistent with these observations are the displacement histories of the building edges and CM
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(Fig. 6) and the force-displacement histories of the resisting planes (Fig. 7). It is apparent that as

the stiffness eccentricity increases from buildings (a) to (c), the displacements at the flexible and

stiff edges of the building become increasingly different due to the larger plan rotations (Fig. 6:

3a, 3b, 3c). Also note that the amplitude of the displacements increases significantly as a result

of plan asymmetry, justifying the concern for the seismic behavior of these systems. Additional

verification of the described behavior is seen in the force-displacement histories of the resisting

planes (Fig. 7). Comparing, for example, the force-deformation relations of resisting planes 1, 2,

and 3 (Fig. 7: 2a, 2b, and 2c) it is evident that the increase in stiffness eccentricity produces

increasingly different deformation demands among the resisting planes; being larger for the planes

farther from the stiffest plane 3. As suggested by these results, collapse of building (c) will likely

occur in a torsional mechanism about plane 3. Also note that the deformation demands on the

resisting planes of building (b), in spite of the stiffness eccentricity in this building, are as uniform

as for building (a), which is symmetric in stiffness.

3.3.3 Strength asymmetry

The effects of strength asymmetry are studied considering the three structural plans shown in Fig.

8. These systems are such that they all have the same normalized stiffness eccentricity es/b = 0.125,

but variable normalized strength eccentricities-ep/b = 0,0.125, and 0.342, respectively. Also, their

lateral base shear capacities are 0.15W in the x and y-directions, respectively, and the three systems

have the same base torsional capacity To = 0.1875W(b/2) kips-ft. The elastic responses ofthe three

buildings to the given ground motion are identical, and differences in their inelastic responses can

be attributed principally to changes in the shape of the SST surface because of strength asymmetry.

Strength asymmetry has an important effect on the shape of the SST ultimate surface as shown

by the results presented in Fig. 8. The SST surfaces for the strength symmetric building (a) (Fig.

8: la, 2a, 3a) are symmetric about the shear and torque axes. This symmetry is lost gradually

with increasing strength eccentricity in buildings (b) and (c), making the surfaces to narrow and

lean toward the first and third quadrants (Fig. 8: 1c, 2c, 3c) (Chapter 2).

The story shear and torque histories corresponding to building (a) (Fig.8: la, 2a, 3a) show

that the inelastic behavior of this strength symmetric system is developed along the constant base­

shear branches of the SST surfaces. However, the shear and torque combinations tend to lie off

the center of these branches, implying that the system will undergo, besides its predominantly

222



lateral yielding, some inelastic rotations as a result of its stiffness eccentricity. As the strength

eccentricity increases, more base shear and torque combinations shift from the constant base-shear

branches (Fig.8: 2a) of the SST surface toward the branches with positive slope (Fig.8: 2c); the

latter being associated with torsional mechanisms leaving the strongest resisting plane (plane 3)

essentially elastic during the earthquake (Chapter 2). The practical consequences of this shift are

important; large plastic rotations will tend to be produced about the strongest plane (plane 3),

leading to large displacement demands on the planes farther from it.

It is important to note that in some cases an increase in the strength asymmetry of a system

may be beneficial or at least innocuous. A good example of this situation are buildings (a) and

(b). We observe in building (b) that the change in the shape of the SST surface has not produced

yielding along its inclined branches; therefore, the displacement and deformation demands for

these buildings will be similar. In more general terms, unless the change in strength eccentricity is

accompanied by a change in the region of the SST surface where the inelastic behavior takes place,

the changes in response among different configurations will not be substantial.

The above observations are confirmed when we analyze the displacement histories at different

floors (Fig. 9). The differences between the displacements at the flexible edge (plane 1) and stiff

edge (plane 3) of buildings (a) and (b) are similar, and they become larger for building (c) (Fig.

9:1c, 2c, 3c); the ratio between the peak displacements at the flexible and stiff edges at the roof

of the building is about 1 and 2.5 for buildings (a) and (c), respectively. Thus building (c) has

significant rotations about plane 3, which lead to an excessive increase in the displacements at the

flexible edge of the building.

Further confirmation of the above results is provided by the force-displacement relations of the

elements (Fig. 10). It is apparent that the peak deformations in planes 1,2, and 3 are all similar

for buildings (a) and (b) (Fig. 10: a and b); however, they become very different as the strength

asymmetry increases (Fig. 10: Ie, 2c, 3c). More important, building (c), which represents large

asymmetry in strength, demonstrates that the strength of the strongest plane 3 is of little help

since the inelastic behavior of the system is such that a torsional mechanism, about this plane, is

activated most of the time (Fig. 10: Ie, 2c, and 3c).
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3.3.4 Planwise distribution of strength

In. order to study the changes in building response due to other changes in the planwise distribution

of strength, we consider the three building plans shown in Fig. 11. All these buildings have the

same stiffness eccentricity es/b = 0.125 but are symmetric in strength. The three systems also have

identical lateral capacities, 0.15W, in the x and y directions; their torsional capacities, however,

vary from To = O.025W(b/2) kip-ft in building (a) to O.125W(b/2) kip-ft in building (c). This

variation in strength is such that building (a) corresponds to a system with a very strong central

core and weak resisting planes along the two edges in the y-direction, and building (c) is just the

opposite, i.e., a system with very strong planes along the edges and a weak central core. Note that

the elastic responses of all these systems are identical.

Shown in Fig. 11 are the SST surfaces for the three buildings considered. The surfaces for

building (a) (Fig. 11: la, 2a, 3a) are very flat as a result of the small torsional capacity of the

system. On the other hand, the larger torsional capacity of buildings (b) and (c) (Fig. 11) stretches

the surface along the torque axis and a reduces the length of the constant torque branches (Chapter

2).

In. spite of the small torsional capacity of building (a), the story torques due to the selected

excitation (Fig. 11: la, 2a, 3a) remain below the capacity except at few time instants in the fifth

story (Fig. 11: 3a). The system is unable to develop large story torques as a result of the small

strength of resisting planes 1 and 3 and ends up responding primarily in translation as indicated by

the essentially identical displacement histories of planes 1,2, and 3 (Fig.12 : la, 2a, 3a). In. other

words, the torsional weakness of this system impedes the development of large rotations of the

plan despite the stiffness asymmetry in the system. As the strength of the resisting planes at the

edges increase, larger torques are developed and the buildings undergo yielding along the inclined

branches ofthe SST surface (Fig. 11: (b) and (c)). These mechanisms are predominantly torsional

(especially c) and lead, as expected, to unequal displacement demands at the stiff and flexible edges

of the building (Fig. 12: 2c, 3c). It is also apparent that the uniformity in displacement demands

in building (a) is accompanied by an increase in the amplitude of the oscillations and their period

(Fig. 12: 3a). This may impose rather large ductility demands on resisting planes at the edges of

the building as shown by the results presented in Fig. 13 (Fig. 13: la, 2a, 3a). Nevertheless, the

torsional behavior of an unsymmetric structure is essentially eliminated by reducing the torsional

capacity of the system.
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3.3.5 Number of resisting planes

So far we have considered buildings with three resisting planes along the direction of ground motion.

Let us consider now the effect of having more resisting planes by studying the response of the three

buildings shown in Fig. 14. Buildings (a), (b) and (c) have 3,5, and 7 resisting planes in the

y-direction, respectively, and they all have the same stiffness eccentricity es/b = 0.125. Their

lateral base shear capacities are the same and equal to 0.15W in the x and y-directions, but their

base torsional capacities vary from 0.1875W(b/2) kip-ft in building (a) to 0.1125W(b/2) kip-ft in

building (c). The systems also have identical strength eccentricities ep/b = 0.125. Note that the

elastic responses of these systems are not necessarily identical because their torsional stiffnesses

decrease as the number of resisting planes increase. It will be shown next, however, that differences

in elastic and inelastic responses among these systems are small.

Increasing the number of resisting planes of a building produces a rounding effect on the SST

surfaces, especially for regions of large torque (compare Fig. 14: a, b, and c). However, since the

inelastic behavior of buildings, usually, does not take place in this region of the surfaces, we should

expect similar responses in all configurations. Consider, for example, the base shear and torque

response histories on the first floor of buildings (a), (b) and (c). The inelastic behavior in all these

systems is developed along the constant shear branches of the SST surface. Consequently, the

displacements and deformation demands on the resisting planes of these systems should be similar.

This expectation is verified by comparing the displacement histories (Fig. 15: 1a-1c, 2a-2c, 3a-3c)

for these buildings and the element deformation demands (Fig. 16: 1a-1c, 2a-2c, 3a-3c). Slight

differences in the values of these responses exist; however, the response behavior is conceptually

identical for the three plans. Other researchers have made this observation but on a different basis

[e.g., 5].

The results presented above are important in two respects. First, they justify the use of three­

plane models in studying the response of asymmetric plan systems; an assumption that has been

used by most previous researchers. Second, they suggest that, for simplified analysis and design

purposes, most multiple resisting plane structures could be reasonably approximated by a three

plane model, if the latter matches the relevant elastic and inelastic properties of the actual building.

Such a model will developed in the next chapter.
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3.3.6 Bidirectional ground motion

In the previous sections we have considered the response of asymmetric buildings subjected to a

single component of ground motion. However, most buildings in practice are subjected to two

horizontal components of ground motion. It is the objective of this section to study the response

of asymmetric buildings when both ground motion components act simultaneously.

Consider the seismic response of the buildings shown in Fig. 17 subjected to twice the N­

S component of the El Centro ground motion in the y-direction and three versions of its E-W

component in the x-direction scaled by factors a = 0,1, and 3. The building considered has lateral

capacities equal to 0.15W in both principal directions, torsional capacity equal to 0.1875W(b/2),

and identical stiffness and strength eccentricity, es/b = ep/b = 0.125.

The response of this system subjected only to ground motion in the y-direction ( a = 0) has

been already considered in Figs. 2b, 5b, 8b, and 14a; in this case, the orthogonal planes 4 and 5

contribute entirely to resist the story torque generated by the asymmetry of the system about the

y-axis. However, as the intensity of the orthogonal component of ground motion increases, story

shears in the x-direction increase and planes 4 and 5 yield, thus limiting their capacity to resist

the story torque. In the limit, when these planes yield in the same direction at most time instants

during the response, their contribution to resist the story torque will be very small, and the system

will respond in the y-direction as if no orthogonal planes existed. In order to verify this concept,

we have included in Fig. 17 two SST surfaces, one corresponding to no yielding in the orthogonal

planes (solid line), Vx = 0, and the other, Vx = 1, to complete yielding in these planes (dashed line)

(Chapter 2). It is clear that as the intensity of the orthogonal component increases from a = 0 to

a = 3 (Fig. 17: la-Ie, 2a-2c, and 3a-3c), as predicted, more story shear and torque combinations

move inside the SST surface corresponding to Vx = 1 (dashed lines).

A more subtle but relevant point is to study where the yielding takes place on each of the SST

surfaces. For example, yielding in building (a) (Fig. 17: la, 2a, and 3a) occurs along the constant

shear branches, implying that the resisting planes in this system should experience relatively uni­

form deformation demands. This may be clearly seen in the force-displacement relations shown in

Fig. 19 (la, 2a, and 3a), where no substantial differences exist among the demands on the three

planes of the building. On the other hand, when the intensity of the orthogonal component in­

creases, more yielding occurs at the positive slope branches of the SST surface (see Fig. 17: 1c, 2c).

This implies that the system responds at time many instants, as if it had no orthogonal resisting

226



planes and, hence, it develops predominantly torsional mechanisms in most of its inelastic excur­

sions. As a result, the deformation demands among the resisting planes will tend to be uneven,

Le., smaller for the strongest resisting plane and larger for the one farther from it. Comparison of

the results in columns (a), (b) and (c) of Figs. 19 confirms these observations. Similar trends are

displayed, although not as clearly, by the building displacements shown in Fig. 18; for instance,

careful examination of 3a, 3b, and 3c shows that the discrepancies between the flexible-edge and

stiff-edge displacements increases as a increases.

The increase in deformation demands on the resisting planes in the y-direction produced by

yielding in the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction may be significant; for the example

considered an increase of about 50% over the unidirectional case (Fig. 19: 2a) would be expected

for the flexible-edge planes (Fig. 19: 2c). One possible alternative for incorporating this effect

into the building design will be proposed in the next chapter; the other possibility would be to

bound the actual response of the building by two analysis cases, one assuming full capacity in the

orthogonal resisting planes, and the other, ignoring it.

3.4 Conceptual design guidelines

This section summarizes the most relevant observations of the inelastic behavior of asymmetric­

plan buildings obtained in the previous section. These observations may be used as conceptual

guidelines for improving the design of asymmetric structures:

1. The responses of asymmetric-plan single and multistory buildings of the kind considered, Le.,

with regular asymmetry in height (see [6]), show trends that are very similar (Chapter 2).

This suggests that, at least conceptually, results obtained by other researchers in single-story

systems [e.g., 4,5] may be applicable to this wider class of multistory systems.

2. Stiffness asymmetry in a system influences the story shear and torque combinations inside the

SST surface (Fig. 4: 2a, 2b, and 2c) and hence the elastic response of the system. However,

changes in the stiffness eccentricity will affect the inelastic response of the system only if these

changes lead to changes in the region (or branches) of the SST surface where the inelastic

action is developed.

3. Strength asymmetry always produces concentration of deformation demand in resisting planes

that are farther from the strongest plane in the plan (Fig. 7: 2c). Furthermore, buildings
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with strength asymmetry are prone to develop torsional mechanisms at collapse and, hence,

an uneven distribution of displacement demands among resisting planes.

4. The two observations above may be combined into an interesting point. Since stiffness asym­

metry controls the behavior inside the SST surface and strength asymmetry the shape of the

SST surface, we can, theoretically speaking, adjust both to direct the inelastic behavior in any

desired region of the SST surface. In particular, if we have, say positive strength eccentricity,

the SST surface will lean toward the first and third quadrants (Fig. 8). Therefore, to get

the shear and torque combinations to fall in the constant shear branches we must produce

a tendency for them to lie on these quadrants by introducing a negative stiffness eccentric­

ity (CS left of CM). Independently, varying stiffness and strength may seem impractical for

conventional steel and R/C buildings, but should be feasible for a system using frictional

devices.

5. A reduction in the torsional capacity of stiffness-asymmetric systems may produce, at the

expense of larger displacements, more uniform displacement demands among resisting planes

(Fig. 11: 3a, 3b, and 3c), implying dominantly translational response.

6. Equivalent three-plane models (Fig. 14: 2a, 2b, 2c) of buildings with multiple resisting

planes lead to sufficiently accurate estimations of the building displacements, story shears

and story torques. This is the basis for the simplified model developed in the next chapter

for preliminary analysis and design of buildings.

7. Increased strength in the resisting planes in the direction orthogonal to the ground motion

always reduces the effects of torsion in an asymmetric structure. Their effectiveness of the

orthogonal planes must be assessed, however, in conjunction with the intensity of the ground

motion along in the orthogonal direction; if substantial yielding is expected in that direction

the orthogonal planes should be ignored in the analysis, otherwise their contribution to resist

the torsional motions of the system should increase with decreasing yielding.

8. Any design or retrofit solution of an asymmetric building should consider the story shear

and response histories together with the SST surfaces for each story. From direct analysis of

these data, we have the ability to answer questions like: (1) what mechanism, translational or

torsional, is the building likely to develop, (2) if the answer to one is a torsional mechanism,

what resisting planes in the plan have larger/smaller displacement demands, (3) how to modify
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the SST surfaces to achieve more uniform displacement demands on the resisting planes of

each story, (4) what is the effect of yielding in the orthogonal resisting planes, and so forth.

3.5 Retrofit design example

The purpose of this section is to apply the conceptual guidelines developed in the previous section

to a hypothetical retrofit solution of a building. Let us assume that we have been asked to provide

a retrofit solution for the five-story building shown in Fig. 20. The building has a rectangular

plan of dimensions 200 ft by 100 ft for the first story and 100 ft by 50 ft for the second and upper

stories; it also has infinitely rigid floor diaphragms, where all the story masses are lumped, and

it is subjected to twice the E-W and N-S components of the EI Centro earthquake in the x- and

y-directions, respectively. The system has three and five resisting planes in the x- and y-directions

in the first story, and two and three in these directions, respectively, in upper stories. Further, the

stiffnesses of these planes are as shown,' and their yield deformations are all assumed to be equal

to vy = 0.02 ft. Consequently, stiffnesses and strengths of different resisting planes are in the same

proportion. Note also that the system has asymmetry in both directions as a result of the setback in

the second story; besides, the building has resisting planes with lateral stiffness matrices which are

not proportional. In that sense, this structure is different to the systems considered earlier in this

study. This has been done intentionally to show that the conceptual design guidelines developed

earlier for one-way unsymmetric systems with proportional resisting planes can also be applied

effectively to more complex structures.

The most important feature of this structure is its irregularity in plan and height due to the

setback, which produces an offset equal to 0.25b between the centers of mass of the first and upper

stories. Also, the building plan in the second and upper stories is asymmetric as a result of the

larger stiffness and strength of resisting plane 5 compared to plane 3. Because of the setback and

plan asymmetry, the building may develop significant torsional motions that may eventually lead

to high demands on some resisting planes, thus, justifying the concern for its seismic safety.

The response results presented next are in a special format (see Fig. 21). Rows (1), (2), and

(3) contain the response results for the first, second, and fifth stories of the building, respectively;

columns (a), (b), and (c) present the floor displacements, force-deformation relations, and story

shear and story torque histories, respectively.

Before proposing different retrofit solutions for this structure it is necessary to understand its
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inelastic dynamic behavior. Shown in Fig. 21 is a summary of different response quantities in the

building. It is apparent from parts la, 2a, and 3a that the floor displacements at the left and right

edges of the CM are substantially different. This fact confirms our expectation that the system

will undergo significant torsion. Observe that the ratio between peak displacements at the left and

right edges ranges between 3 and 5 for different stories. Besides this undesirable discrepancy in

edge displacements, the force-deformation histories presented in Figs. 1b, 2b, and 3b demonstrate

that the peak deformation ductility demands for the most critical resisting plane in each story are

5, 15, and 1.5, approximately. The large ductility demand in the second story is accompanied by

large differences among ductility demands on the different resisting planes; these differences are

close to 100% in the first story and 60% on the second story.

All the above observations are verified by looking at the base shear and torque response histories

superimposed on the SST surfaces (Fig. 21: 1c, 2c, and 3c). For example, Fig. 1c shows a tendency

of developing mechanisms at the upper and lower ends of the constant base shear branches in the

first and third quadrants ofthe SST surface, respectively, associated with significant rotations ofthe

building plan. Similarly, Fig. 21: 2c shows that yielding in the second story is quite extensive and

spreads to the large-torque regions of the constant base shear branches where mechanisms become

increasingly torsional. Therefore, there is clear evidence that the system is torsionally unbalanced

and any proposed retrofit solution should aim to correct this unbalance in order to lead to more

uniform deformation demands among resisting planes.

We will now consider two retrofit solutions of the system, which illustrate two important tech­

niques for controlling the torsional behavior of a structure. The first considers the possibility to

(1) increase the strength of resisting planes along the orthogonal direction (x-direction); and (2)

modify the stiffness and strength of key resisting planes in order to balance the torsional behavior.

First retrofit solution

Recall from point seven in the previous section that the effect of increasing the strength of the

orthogonal resisting planes is to lead to more uniform deformation demands of the planes along

the y-direction. Although this effect is reduced by the presence of an orthogonal component of

ground motion (Fig. 17), increasing the strength of orthogonal planes will always reduce the plan

rotations. Therefore, the first retrofit solution considered is to increase the strength and stiffness

of these planes (Fig. 20b); the strength of resisting planes A and C in the first story has been

increased by 2.5, and by a factor of 2 in upper stories, such that the lateral capacity of each story

in the x-direction has been doubled.
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Shown in Fig. 22 is the earthquake response of the modified building. It is apparent by

comparison with the responses of the original building (Fig. 21) that, as expected, the torsional

unbalance in the system has been partially corrected. By this we mean that the displacements of

different resisting planes become less different (Fig. 22: la, 2a, 3a), their deformation ductility

demands also become more similar (Fig. 22: 1b, 2b), and the mechanisms developed at different

stories are less torsional (Fig. 22: Ie, 2c). For example, we have reduced the peak deformation

ductility demands in the second story to about 10, similar for all resisting planes. The effect of the

increased strength in orthogonal planes is most clearly seen in Fig. Ie. The base shear and torque

response history for this story clearly shows a larger concentration of shear-torque combinations

about the zero torque axis than it did before (see Fig. 21: Ie). Also, the inelastic behavior of this

story is now closer to the center of the constant base shear branches of the SST surface, implying

that the system at collapse is likely to develop mechanisms that are predominantly translational in

the first story.

Although the benefit of increasing the strength in the orthogonal planes is apparent, some

aspects of the behavior of the new system are not completely satisfactory. First, given the large

increase in strength of the orthogonal planes we would have preferred a better agreement between

the left and right edges displacement histories. Second, the force-deformation histories in the

second story (Fig. 22: 2b) show that yielding in the resisting planes occurs asymmetrically about

the force axis, indicating a residual drift in the structure. Third, the increase in strength in the

orthogonal planes is accompanied by an increase in the story torques developed in the system (Fig

22: 2c). Despite these deficiencies, the retrofit solution proposed accomplishes our goal of reducing

differences in demands among resisting planes. However, it is possible to achieve a much better

performance by adjusting the stiffness and strength in the resisting planes, as shown next.

Second retrofit solution

We first recall from points 2, 3, and 4 in the previous section that by changing the stiffness and

strength distribution in the system we may concentrate yielding in specific resisting planes of the

structure. Thus, the strategy for this solution is to increase the yielding in those planes that are

essentially elastic in the original system and reduce the yielding in planes that deform excessively

in that system. More specifically we aim to: (1) increase the yielding of resisting plane 1 and

reduce the one of plane 5 in the first story (Fig. 21: 1b); (2) reduce the yielding in plane 3 in the

second story (Fig. 21: 2b); and (3) improve the torsional behavior of the second story by inducing

mechanisms that are predominantly translational in this story (Fig. 21: 2c).
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Improving the torsional performance of a building has little to do with increasing the overall

capacity of the system. It is indeed a problem of the planwise distribution of strength (and stiffness

to a lesser degree). To emphasize this important concept, the retrofit solution proposed in Fig.

20c is such that it maintains the same lateral capacity as the original system. For this purpose

the lateral capacity of resisting planes 1 in the first floor and 5 in the second and upper stories

has been slightly reduced. These capacity reductions will not be introduced on the actual retrofit

solution but the capacity of other planes will be increased slightly to ensure the relative capacity

values presented in this figure. Note that the idea is to increase the first story capacity of plane

5 and simultaneously decrease the one of plane 1 by 25%. This will increase the ductility demand

on plane 1 and reduce the demand on plane 5. On the other hand, we have increased the strength

of resisting plane 3 in the second floor by 50% and reduced the one of plane 5 by 25%, so as to

increase the ductility demand in plane 5 and reduce it in plane 3 (Fig. 21: 2b).

Shown in Fig. 23 is the dynamic response of the system. The results are remarkable in many

respects. First, the displacement histories at different locations of the building plan (Fig. 23: la,

2a, 3a) are very similar, especially for the second and upper stories. Second, the force-deformation

histories (Fig. 23: 1b, 2b, 3b) show essentially identical peak deformation demands on the different

resisting planes, as well as symmetric behavior about the force axis. Further, since all resisting

planes are used more effectively the peak ductility demands have reduced from 15 in the original

system (Fig. 21: 2b) to about 8 in the new system (Fig. 23: 2b). Third, the story shear and

torque histories have changed dramatically, especially those of the second and upper stories. Note

that the second story shear and torque combinations lie now close to the zero torque axis (Fig.

23: 3b), showing the effectiveness of the retrofit scheme proposed. Although the base shear and

torque history in the first story still goes predominantly in the first and third quadrants, the

inelastic behavior takes place close to the center of the constant shear branches, implying that the

mechanisms developed are mainly translational.

Therefore, as demonstrated by this example, the conceptual guidelines presented in the previous

section concerning the inelastic behavior of asymmetric buildings provide a basis to develop practical

solutions to improve the torsional behavior of an existing structure, even if that structure is highly

asymmetric. Hereafter the retrofit solution can be tested further by inelastic analyses of the system.

Such analyses, which seem very costly, can be greatly simplified using the simplified model developed

in the next chapter.
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3.6 Conclusions

This study of the seismic behavior of asymmetric multistory buildings has led to the following

conclusions:

1. The earthquake behavior of asymmetric single and multistory buildings of the class considered

in this investigation, show similar trends and is affected by the same building characteristics:

the strength of resisting planes and intensity of ground motion in the orthogonal direction,

the stiffness and strength asymmetry in the system, and the distribution of strength between

the core and edges of the building.

2. Stiffness and strength asymmetry may be effectively used to control the torsional performance

of a structure. Stiffness asymmetry influences the story shear and torque combina.tions in

elastic response, inside the SST surface. Thus, by varying the stiffness eccentricity, story

shear and torque combinations may be forced to fall into certain quadrants inside the surface.

Further, strength asymmetry affects the shape of the SST surface and, hence, it can be used to

guide the inelastic behavior into certain desirable regions of the surface, such as the constant

shear branches.

3. To create uniform inelastic deformation demands in the resisting planes of a given story, the

story shear and torque combinations lying on the SST surface must not deviate significantly

from the center of the constant shear branches. On the other hand, the worst behavior is

achieved when these combinations lie at all time instants on one of the inclined branches of

the surface, implying that the same resisting plane in the plan always remains elastic.

4. Increased strength in the resisting planes orthogonal to the direction of ground motion also

leads to more uniform deformation demands among the resisting planes in the direction of

ground motion. However, the influence of the orthogonal planes decreases as the intensity of

the orthogonal ground motion component increases.

5. The building example considered has shown that it is even possible to correct the torsional

unbalance of a very asymmetric system by manipulating the strength (and stiffness). Other

retrofit situations may require additional tools, such the use of orthogonal resisting planes,

lumping of the strength close to the eM of the structure, or combinations of the above.
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6. It has been demonstrated throughout this study that the knowledge of the SST surfaces in

conjunction with the story shear and response histories is all that is needed for a conceptual

understanding of the earthquake behavior of an asymmetric structure. Therefore, these con­

cepts could be effectively used for preliminary analysis and design of asymmetric structures.
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4. A SIMPLIFIED MODEL FOR ANALYSIS AND

DESIGN OF ASYMMETRIC-PLAN BUILDINGS

4.1 Introduction

The objective of this section is to develop a simplified method for analysis of asymmetric-plan

multistory buildings. The method considers one structural super-element (SE) per building story,

which is capable of representing the elastic and inelastic properties of the story. In the proposed

method two important concepts merge: the available knowledge of the seismic response of asym­

metric structures developed in Chapters 2 and 3, and some of the analytical tools of more refined

inelastic analysis.

This investigation is organized in five sections. After describing the systems considered and

their governing equations of motion in Section 4.2, the steps required to construct the SE model

for a building story are presented in Section 4.3, where also the accuracy of the SE model is

tested. A building example is then developed in Section 4.4 in order to show the steps required for

the construction of a SE model for a multistory structure. Finally, some concluding remarks are

presented in section 4.5.

4.2 Systems considered and analysis procedure

The multistory buildings considered were already described in Chapter 3 (Section 3.2) and a typical

example is presented again in Fig. 1a. The dynamic response of the system to base acceleration

agy(t) in the y-direction is described by the following equations of motion:

where 1£ = {'Ux 'UY'U9}T; M is the mass matrix given by

M~ m m IP]

(1)

(2)

where 1n and I p are diagonal matrices containing the masses and polar moments of inertia for each

building story; C is the linear viscous damping matrix; R(b,6) is the vector of restoring forces in

the system; r = {o 1 o}T is the influence vector for the ground acceleration agy(t)j 1 and 0 are

vectors of ones and zeros respectively of dimension equal to the number of stories n.
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The resisting force vector R(6, 6) is , in general, a function of the deformations 6 and deforma­

tion rates 6 of the resisting planes in the structure. These deformations are computed, within the

assumption of small displacements , by a linear transformation 6 = Lu of the structural degrees

of freedom u; similarly, 6 = Lit. For example, the lateral deformation of the first-story wall of

resisting plane 1 in Fig. la is given by

6 = {O ... O...............
lxn
~

lxn

~(l,l) ...0 ... 0)
lxn

(3)

Equation (3) constitutes one row ofthe displacement transformation L; subsequent rows will contain

the relation between the deformations in other stories and resisting planes and the structural degrees

of freedom.

If all resisting planes in the structure remain elastic during the earthquake, the restoring force

vector R(6,6) is computed by Hooke's law

R(u) = Ku

where K is the stiffness matrix of the system given in block-form by

(4)

K=
[

Kx 0 0]
o K

y
KKY

:

o Kyu 17

(5)

where K x =Li k~) and K y =Li k~i) are the lateral stiffness matrices in the x- and y-directions,

respectively; Ku = LiX(i)k£i)X(i) + y(i)k~)y(i) is the torsional stiffness matrix of the system

with respect to the CM; X(i) = [x(i,j)] and y(i) = [y(i,j)j are diagonal matrices with lh diagonal

terms equal to the coordinates of the i th resisting plane at the lh story measured from the CM; and

K yU = Li k£i) X(i) is the matrix representing the elastic lateral-torsional coupling in the system.

On the other hand, if the resisting planes deform beyond their elastic limit, the restoring force

vector R(6, 6) is a general nonlinear function depending on the history of the deformation and

deformation rates of the resisting planes. In this case the restoring forces in the structural system

are computed by assembling the contribution of the forces resisted by each plane into the vector

R(6,6). It is the objective of the SE model developed to provide an accurate estimate for the

restoring force vector R(6,6).
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For the numerical examples presented, the equations of motion (Eq. (1)) will be integrated

numerically using the partitioned predictor-corrector scheme developed in reference [1]. In this

approach the nonlinear restoring force R(<5,6) is transferred to the right hand side of Eq. (1)

and treated as an extra loading term on the system, which is first assumed constant during the

integration step and then corrected. This algorithm shows good accuracy and stability properties

and is especially efficient when part of the system is known to remain elastic during the complete

response history.

The response quantities of interest in this study are: (1) the combinations of story shear and

torque at different instants of the response, represented in the three-dimensional space spanned by

story shears v1i> and VJj) in the x and y-directions and the story torque TU); (2) the displacement

histories at the building edges and CM-these displacements are computed from the degrees of

freedom u at the CM; and (3) the force-displacement histories in the structural elements.

4.3 Formulation of the SE model

The objective of this section is to develop the theoretical model of the SE. This is done in three

phases. First, the parameters required to describe the linear and inelastic properties of the SE

are described. Second, the analytical formulation, basically the force-displacement relation, of

the model is presented. And finally, the accuracy of the model is tested using several different

single-story structural configurations.

4.3.1 Elastic properties

The SE model of a building is composed by a single fictitious structural element per story capable

of representing the elastic and inelastic properties of the story and having three degrees of freedom

per node (Fig. 1b)-the two horizontal translations and the rotation of the floors connected by

the element. The elastic and inelastic properties of the SE are matched to those of the story with

multiple resisting planes. This is simple in the elastic case where the SE model is assumed to have

the same stiffness matrix as the story considered, Le.

KSE = [K -K]
-K K
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3. Vye is the capacity of the resisting planes in the y-direction passing through the CM of the

system; in practical terms, it will represent the capacity of all resisting planes 'close' to the

CM.

5. Tl. = Lt;l fJi)y(i) is the torque provided by the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction.

6. x p = L~l f~i)x(i) /Vyo is the strength eccentricity, or first moment of strength; and

7. Vyu = L[1 f~i) xci) /lx(i)1 is denoted as the 'strength unbalance' in the story.
i#:2

In order to understand the physical meaning of these parameters, let us consider how do they

influence the shape of the SST surface:

1. The normalized story shear Vx controls the variation of the SST ultimate surface along the

Vx shear axis. Equation (9) shows that this variation is linear; Vx varies from 0 at Vx = 0 to

one at Vx = Vxo . This variation results from a lesser contribution to the torsional capacity of

the system by the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction. In presence of an x-direction

component of ground motion, these planes must undergo translation along this direction, and,

hence, are limited in their capacity to develop large force-couples to resist the story torque

(Chapter 2).

2. The lateral capacity Vyo corresponds to the maximum shear that can be developed during a

purely translational mechanism ofthe story (Chapter 2). This value limits the maximum and

minimum abscissas of the SST surface.

3. The capacity Vile of resisting planes passing through the CM controls the length of the constant

torque branches of the SST surface (Fig. 3). As explained in reference (Chapter 2), these

branches are associated to predominantly torsional mechanisms of the story; therefore, an

increase in the value of Vye implies a larger number of these mechanisms on the SST surface.

In practical structures, this parameter should be used to consider the capacity of resisting

planes not only passing exactly through the CM but 'close' to it. Such is the case because

resisting planes passing close to the CM determine branches of the SST surface that are

essentially flat (Chapter 2). These branches could be modeled, for practical purposes, as part

of the same constant torque branch with length Vye equal to the sum of the lateral capacities

of all these central planes (see building example later).
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4. The torsional capacity To corresponds to the torque developed in a purely torsional mechanism

of the story. It determines the maximum and minimum ordinates of the SST ultimate surface.

Large values of To are associated generally with systems with strong resisting planes along

the edges; small values of To are characteristic of building with strong central cores.

5. The torsional capacity Tl. provided by the resisting planes in the orthogonal direction controls

the length of the constant shear branches of the SST surface. These branches of the surface

are associated with story mechanisms that are predominantly translational (Chapter 2), Le.,

involving yielding of all resisting planes in the y-direction. Results presented in reference

(Chapter 2) showed that this parameter has an important effect on the inelastic behavior of

asymmetric buildings, mainly because it controls a critical region of the surface where most

inelastic behavior takes place. Larger values of Tl. lead to constant shear branches (Fig. 3)

that are longer, thus, improving the chances for the system to develop mechanisms where the

displacement demands and yielding on the resisting planes are more uniform.

6. The strength eccentricity x p corresponds to the slope of the ray connecting the center of the

surface and the middle point of the constant shear branch 1-8 (Fig. 3). Indeed, this middle

point is defined by the shear capacity V yo and the torque T = Li=l f~i)x(i) corresponding

to a purely translational mechanism of the story. It is apparent from the figure that the

value of xp determines in part the skewness and width of the SST surface. Large values of

strength eccentricity, for instance, lead to very skewed and narrow surfaces as a result of the

predominance in strength of one resisting plane. The consequences of this skewness in terms

of the building response was studied in Chapter 2.

7. Finally, the 'strength unbalance' Vyu controls the abscissa of the central point ofthe constant

torque branch of the SST surface at positive torque (Fig. 3). Physically Vyu corresponds to

the story shear developed in the system for a purely torsional mechanism about a vertical

axis passing through the central resisting plane. As in the case of strength eccentricity, this

parameter also controls the skewness of the surface. The strength unbalance is zero only

when the lateral capacities of the resisting planes on the two sides of the CM are identical..

Otherwise Vyu is greater than zero if the sum of the capacities of the resisting planes at the

right of the CM is larger than that of the resisting planes at the left of the CM.

At least three important observations can be obtained from the SST surface shown in Fig. 3.
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Firstly, as mentioned above, Eq. (10) provides an exact model for the SST surface of systems with

three resisting planes along the direction of ground motion. This can be verified in Fig. 4, where

the SST surfaces for the exact and the SE models (Eq. (10» are shown for two three-plane single­

story systems; it is apparent from the figure that both SST surfaces are identical. We must also

recognize that the potential use ofthis SE model surface goes much farther than a simple three-plane

structure. Three important reasons justify this. First, research results obtained previously [e.g. 2;

Chapter 2] have shown that the response of asymmetric structures does not depend significantly

on the number of resisting planes. Therefore, it is always possible to construct a three-plane model

for a building that captures the essential behavior of the multi-plane structure. This model is the

one described by Eq. (10). Second, since the the inelastic behavior of the system usually occurs

in small regions of the SST surface, we can always obtain an accurate representation of this region

of the surface by the model presented in Eq. (10). Third, because of the convexity property of

yield surfaces (Chapter 2), the model proposed is always slightly inside the true SST surface for

structures with more than three resisting planes and, hence, leads to conservative results.

Secondly, the constant torque branches 2-3 and 6-7 of the SST surface (Fig. 3) imply that the

system has one (or several) central resisting plane(s) passing through (or close to) the eM. We

can easily generalize this model and consider the SST surface of a story with an eccentric central

resisting plane located at distance Xc relative to the CM. The SST surface for this model is presented

using dashed lines in Fig. 3. This surface corresponds to the most general case for a three-plane

structure in the direction of ground motion and having orthogonal resisting planes. Comparison

between the two SST surfaces shows that the vertices of the new surface have the same abscissas

as before, but their ordinates are changed by adding (vertices 1,2,7, and 8) or subtracting (vertices

3,4,5, and 6) the torque VyCxc' Equation (10) will still give the right coordinates of vertices 1,4,5,

and 8 provided the strength eccentricity x p is that of the new system; however, the ordinates of

vertices 2,3,6, and 7 need to be adjusted as follows

Y2 = To +Vycxc - Tl. Vox

Y3 = To - Vycxc - Tl. Vox (11)

Note that for the model with an eccentric central plane (dashed lines in Fig. 3) Vyu and To are

defined for a torsional mechanism about the central plane. The effect of moving the central plane

away from the CM produces, as it should, an inclination of the segment 2-3 (6-7) in a slope equal
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to Xc (Chapter 2). More physically, this branch is associated to predominantly torsional story

mechanisms that leave the central plane elastic.

Thirdly, from a conceptual standpoint, it is important to note that since we have parameter­

ized the SST surface (of each story) into physically meaningful parameters, they are likely to be

those controlling the inelastic response of the system. This resolves, at least in our view, a long

standing question among researchers of how many and which parameters controlled the response

of asymmetric structures. The necessary parameters are those required to specify the SST surface,

and they are described in Eqs. 10 and 11.

4.3.3 Force-deformation relation

The objective of this section is to describe analytically the force-deformation relation of the SE,

based on the elastic and inelastic properties of the element stated in the previous sections. The

reader is referred to Appendix A for a proof of the equations presented. Further, since all equations

refer to the jih-story, the superscript j is omitted next.

In order to simplify the notation, we denote hereafter the forces in the SE element at time

tn = n dt, where dt is the sampling time, as F(tn). The force vector F(tn) contains the story

shears and torque at time tn, i.e., F(tn) = {Vx(tn) Vy(tn) T(tn)}T. Associated with this forces,

we also define the inter-story deformations v of the element, which are computed from the difference

between the displacements u at stories j and j - 1. Note that the restoring force vector of the

building R(6,6) is computed at all instants from the assembly of the element force vectors F in

each story.

While the SE is in the elastic range, i.e., it remains inside of the SST surface during the

integration step [tn-l tn], the force vector F(tn) generated by the imposed element deformations

v(tn ) in the element, is given by Hooke's law (Fig. Sa)

(12)

where K is the stiffness matrix of the story.

Now, considering that the SE is governed by an elasto perfectly plastic constitutive relation,

it is possible to show that during plastic behavior of the element the forces F(tn) are given by

(Appendix A)
Nb

F(tn) = F(tn-d + L K~(vm+l - v m)
m=l
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where V m and Vm+l are the deformations corresponding to the points where the element reaches

and leaves branch m of the SST surface, respectively, as shown schematica.Ily in Fig. 5b; Nb is the

number of branches visited by the element during the integration step; and K~ is the elasto-plastic

matrix corresponding to branch m

Kep = K _ (a~/aF)m({)~/aF)'!'nK
m (a~/aF)'!'nK(a~/aF)m

(14)

where ~ is the functional form of the SST surface, and (a~/aF)m represents the gradient of the

mth branch of the surface.

4.3.4 Accuracy of the SE model

In order to test the numerical accuracy of the SE, this element was incorporated into the nonlinear

dynamic analysis program INADEL [1]. The accuracy of the SE model is tested in single-story

systems; however, these results will also carryover to multistory systems as shown by a later

example.

It should be apparent that the SE model leads to the exact response in two cases: (1) when the

behavior is elastic, and (2) when the system is symmetric (elastic or inelastic). These observations

are verified by considering the inelastic response of the single-story system shown in Fig. 6 subjected

to two excitations, an initial velocity at t = 0 and the N-S component of EI Centro earthquake, both

along the y-direction. Compared in this figure are the responses computed for the system using the

actual distribution of resisting planes (solid line) and the one using the SE model (small circles).

Since both responses are identical, the analysis considering the five resisting planes is unnecessary

because one SE would predict the same response. This implies that if the system is symmetric,

within the assumption of rigid-floor diaphragms, there is no need in practice to perform an inelastic

analysis of a multistory symmetric structure considering the actual distribution of resisting planes;

a simple stick model with one SE per floor would suffice.

Consequently, the accuracy of the SE model has to be evaluated only in connection with systems

having plan asymmetry. Unfortunately this evaluation cannot be done analytica.Ily and numerical

experimentation on many systems is required. The four systems considered in Fig. 7 represent

a sample of the systems considered in reference (Chapter 2). They all have uncoupled lateral

frequency w1l = 41r (T1I = 0.5 sec), constant modal damping ratio ~ = 0.05, and are designed for

displacement ductilities that vary between 2 and 15. These systems have been selected in order to

show typical values of the accuracy obtained when using the SE in practical structures.
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Shown in Figs. 7a through 7d is a comparison between the displacements at the edges and CM

of the different buildings computed using the SE model and the exact multi-plane models. The

solution for the exact case is computed assuming that each resisting plane is a one-dimensional

element governed by an elasto-plastic constitutive relation. It is apparent from the figure that

the accuracy of the response predicted using the SE is satisfactory. Indeed, extensive numerical

experimentation has shown that this observation is true in most practical cases (Chapter 2). Also,

the observed trends in the actual response, such as the increase in displacements of certain planes

versus others, are always captured by the SE. Capturing this trends is all we need to conceptually

improve the design of an asymmetric structure.

Based on our experience with the SE model and the results presented in Fig. 7, we note three

points. First, the SE model can always be used for conceptual evaluation of structures. It is

particularly appropriate for comparing the efficiency of different structural configurations or their

preliminary designs. Using this model, it should be possible to foresee the deficiencies of a given

plan configuration.

Second, the error of the SE, measured in terms of differences in peak deformations, is less than

20% for most practical systems. However, if the system has stiffness and strength asymmetries in

the same direction, the errors in peak response are usually much smaller (less than 10%). On the

other hand, numerical experimentation has shown that if the yield deformations of resisting planes

differ by orders of magnitude, the SE model could predict results that are in errors larger than

20%. Fortunately, such cases are not common in practice, and the SE model is sufficiently accurate

for most buildings for preliminary and perhaps also final design. We should recognize that, despite

the possible errors, the SE result.s are much closer estimates of the actual demands on the resisting

planes than predicted by any elastic analysis specified in current seismic codes.

Third, the main source of error in the SE model comes from inaccuracy in the estimation of the

plan rotation, as it should, since this model is not able to capture the inelastic behavior ofthe system

in the transition between its elastic and completely plastic states. Gradual yielding of the resisting

planes shifts the center of rotation of the plan, which in turn produces different rotations than the

ones predicted by an elastic model. It is in this transition phase where most numerical errors are

produced; any further improvements in the model should be directed toward the improvement of

this phase. The effect can be verified experimentally in the results presented in Fig. 7 by noting

that the displacement at the CM is always more accurate than the edge displacements. Similarly,

global responses, such as base shear and torque, which somehow average the effects of several
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resisting planes in the structure are usually more accurate than the displacements.

4.4 Building example

The example presented next is intended to illustrate the use of the SE model. First, it carries

out the different steps required for constructing the SE model of a multistory building as well as

describes some of the modeling decisions faced in formulating such a model. Further, it shows how

different response quantities for the resisting planes, such as element forces, may be computed once

the building displacements are known. Finally, it provides valuable information about the accuracy

of the SE model in a realistic multistory structure.

Let us consider the four-story building shown in Fig. 8 having infinitely rigid floor diaphragms,

where all the story masses are lumped, plan aspect ratio a/b = 1/2, and subjected to an earthquake

in the y-direction equal to the N-8 component of EI Centro amplified by a factor of two. The system

has five identical resisting planes in the y-direction, all of them having identical wide-flange columns

W 14x30 in all four stories, and two resisting planes with shear walls in the x-direction. The most

important feature ofthis structure is its irregularity in height produced by a setback on the third

story. This setback produces an offset equal to 0.125b between the centers of mass of the first

two and upper two (3rd and 4th) stories. Because of this offset the building has lateral-torsional

coupling despite its stiffness and strength symmetry.

The 8E model for the building is presented in Fig. 8c together with the floor masses and

moments of inertia. The first step is to compute the stiffness matrix K of each story. For the sake

of simplicity, let us assume that, because of the relative stiffness of the diaphragms and beams,

the columns in each story have fixed-end conditions, Le., the lateral stiffness of each resisting plane

is computed as k~i) = 3 (12EI/h3 ) = 407 kip/ft, where i = 1,2, ... ,5, and E,I, and h are the

Young's modulus of steel, the second moment of area of the column section, and the story height,

respectively. The stiffness matrix for each story is computed by well established techniques; indeed,

in this case this is straight forward since each story has two axes of symmetry and, hence, [('119 in

Eq. (7) is zero. The story stiffness matrices are assembled as in Eq. (5), and the mass matrix is

given by Eq. (2). The natural vibration frequencies and modes of the structure are computed; in

particular, the fundamental vibration period of this structure is T1 = 0.75 sec.

Just for the sake of simplicity, we assume next that the capacity of a resisting plane at a

given story is computed by considering hinge forma.tions a.t the top and bottom of columns, i.e.,
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f~i) = 3 (2Mp /h), where i = 1,2, ... ,5, and Mp represents the plastic moment of the section. For

the W14x30 section used M p = 141.9 kip-ft [3] and f~i) = 70.95 kips.

Let us compute now the SST surface of each building story using the results presented in Section

4.3 (Eq. (10)). We start considering the first story surface shown in Fig. 9, which is computed

from the story parameters Vx , Vyo , Vyc , To, T.1., x p , and Vyu as follows:

1. During severe bidirectional ground motion, yielding is expected to occur in both principal

directions of the building. Therefore, according to the results presented in reference (Chapter

2), the building model could assume Vx = 1; thus, safely ignoring the contribution to the

torsional capacity of the system provided by the orthogonal resisting planes. This implies

also that T.1. = O.

2. The coordinates of Point 1 of the surface (Fig. 9) are computed as indicated in Section 4.3.2

(Eq. (10»). The lateral capacity of the first story is VJ~) = 5fy = 354.8 kips (Fig. 9); thus,

Xl = 354.8 kips (Eq. (10)). In computing the ordinate of Point 1, note that the strength

asymmetry x p in the story is zero, and since Vx = 1 and T.1. = 0, Eq. (10) leads to YI = 0

kip-ft (Fig. 9).

3. The coordinates of Point 2 require three additional parameters, Vyu , Vyc , and To. According

to Eq. (10), the strength unbalance in the story ~u is 0 because the capacities of the y­

direction resisting planes are symmetrically arranged with respect to the CM. Further, Vyc ,

the capacity of the resisting planes passing 'close' to the CM, is in this case the capacity of

resisting plane 3, Le., Vyc = fy = 70.95 kips. Finally, the torsional capacity of the system To

is by definition (Eq. (10)) 2fy(b/2 +b/4) = 12771 kip-ft. Substitution of these parameters in

Eq. (10) leads to X2 = 70.95 kips and Y2 = 12771 kip-ft.

4. Similarly, substitution of the parameters computed in items 1 through 3 above in Eq. (10)

leads to X3 = -70.95 kips and Y3 = 12771 kip-ft for Point 3 (Fig. 9). Furthermore, Point 4

has coordinates X4 = -354.8 kips and Y4 = 0 kip-ft (Fig. 9). Note that since the SST surface

is point symmetric relative to the origin, the coordinates of Points 5,6,7 and 8 are readily

available (Fig. 9).

The SST surfaces for other stories are computed in similar manner. In fact, the first and second­

story SST surfaces are identical (Figs. lOa and lOb). The SST surfaces change slightly, however,

for the third and fourth stories (Figs. 10c and 10d) because resisting plane 1 is discontinued above
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the second story. Consequently, the lateral and torsional capacities Vyo and To are reduced to 283.8

kips and 8514 kip-ft, respectively, in these stories. Also, the shear capacity of the central plane Vye

is increased to 2/y = 141.9 kips, i.e., the sum of the capacities of resisting planes 3 and 4. Such is

the case because these planes define branches of the SST surface with small slope b/8, which are

associated, for design purposes, to the branch of constant torque. On the other hand, the strength

eccentricity x p , strength unbalance VY1H and torsional capacity T1. in these stories are still zero.

Also shown in Fig. 10 is a comparison between the story shears and torque histories computed

from the SE and the exact multi-plane models for each building story. The so-called exact response

is computed considering each building story with the actual planwise distribution of resisting planes.

As shown in the figure, both responses show remarkable similarity in spite of the rather important

lateral-torsional coupling of the structure. For example, both models indicate that stories 1 and 3

reach global yielding mechanisms at few instants during the earthquake, which can be verified by

the story shear and torque combinations located on the SST surfaces (Figs. lOa and 10c). Because

yielding occurs on branches of the SST surface with negative slope, we conclude that yielding in

the first story occurs mainly on the planes at the right ofthe CM (Chapter 2); the opposite occurs

in the third story. Note also that the second and fourth stories remain essentially elastic during

the earthquake.

Shown in Fig. 11 is a comparison between the displacements and rotations at the centers of

mass computed using the SE model and the exact multi-plane structure. It is apparent that the

results of the SE model are quite accurate, especially when predicting, as mentioned earlier in the

context of single-story systems, the displacements at the CM. The plan rotations computed from

the SE model are always, however, slightly below the exact values.

In order to see the effect of the error in the rotations, we compare in Fig. 12 the exact and

estimated edge displacements at floors 1 and 3, i.e., at the location corresponding to planes 1 and

5, and 2 and 5, in these stories, respectively. The results predicted by the SE model are still

satisfactory for practical design purposes. However, the effect of the small discrepancy observed

before in the plan rotation (Fig. 11), becomes apparent on these results, especially those of planes

1 and 2 in the first and third stories, respectively.

Finally, it is interesting to see how the exact and approximate force displacement relationships

of these resisting planes compare in this case. These relations are shown in Fig. 13; they show

again that the element forces that would be predicted using the displacements obtained from the

SE model are in agreement with the forces computed from the exact multi-plane model. The
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biggest discrepancy occurs in plane 1 where the SE model predicts greater inelastic action of the

plane. Note that since in the SE model there are no resisting planes (they are implicit in the

definition of the SST surface), the forces in the resisting planes must be computed later from the

deformation histories resulting from the building displacements predicted by the SE model.. The

results presented in Fig. 13 show also that most of the nonlinear behavior in the first story occurs

in plane 5 to the right of the CM; the opposite occurs in the third story where plane 2 at the left

of the CM is more affected. This observation is consistent with the one obtained previously using

the story shear and torque histories (Fig. 10). Note also that the peak displacement ductilities for

the resisting planes (Fig. 13) are about 2. This small ductility demand is typical of steel-frame

buildings where sizing of the elements is usually controlled by service conditions (stiffness); more

important, this intermediate ductility case constitutes a tough test for the SE model since we know

that the model is, in one hand, exact for elastic behavior and, on the other, becomes more accurate

as the intensity of the inelastic behavior increases.

In spite of the simplicity of the SE model used to analyze this structure, we see that this model

is accurate enough for use in preliminary design, and even final design of the structure. More

important, the base shear and torque histories (Fig. 10) together with the displacement demands

on the system (Fig. 12), obtained from analysis of the SE model, are all we need to understand this

structure conceptually. We clearly see in this example the physical insight gained by interpreting

the building response in terms of the four super-elements instead of the 54 column elements that

would be included in the 'exact' analysis.

4.5 Concluding remarks

A new simplified model for inelastic seismic analysis and design of asymmetric structures has

been formulated. Some of the advantages of using this model instead of the conventional three­

dimensional models of the structure are:

1. The time required in formulating a SE model, analyzing it, and interpreting its results is at

least one order of magnitude smaller than for any conventional inelastic 3-D model, making

it practical for the engineer to try several structural configurations and search for a design

optimum in terms of cost and seismic safety. As a result, engineers will be able to use nonlinear

dynamic analysis in practice (at cost similar to elastic analysis), which should result in safer

and more cost-effective structures. Finally, unlike conventional models, the complexity of the
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SE model does not increase with the complexity of the building plan, or an increase in the

number of resisting planes.

2. The SE model is a powerful tool for conceptual design of a building, mainly because it is

based on the SST surface for each building story. These surfaces enable us to visualize

important features of the inelastic response of the structure even before any dynamic analysis

is performed (Chapter 2), and enable us to answer questions like, where is the damage going

to be concentrated for a given plan configuration, or how can we make the damage more

uniform among resisting planes, or how will the structure eventually collapse, so forth.

3. The SE model is a hybrid analysis-design tool which integrates well accepted procedures of

structural analysis based on plasticity theory and the seismic response behavior identified by

previous researchers. The latter is done by a careful selection of the parameters that control

the shape of the SST surfaces, which simultaneously are those that control the inelastic

behavior of asymmetric structures.

4. The accuracy of the SE model is usually satisfactory for most design purposes. Errors in peak

responses are less than 20% for most practical structures.

5. As presented, the SE model can also be used for analysis of a structure with bidirectional

input. The computational implementation of this case is more cumbersome, however, since

the system moves on the three dimensional SST surface. One possibility to eliminate this

difficulty (in the context of building design) would be to define the two-dimensional SST

surface for a value of Vx representative of the values of story shear generated by the motion in

the x-direction. In fact, this was done indirectly in the multistory example presented earlier,

where the normalized base shear Vx was assumed to be one, consistent with an intense ground

motion in the x-direction. Although, somewhat speculative at this point, one possibility would

be to select Vx as the ratio IVxl/Vxo between the temporal mean of the absolute value of Vx

computed from analysis in the x-direction and the building capacity Vzo •

Finally, it is the authors' opinion that research should be conducted in the future for testing

the accuracy of the SE model against full three-dimensional inelastic models not based in the

assumption of rigid floor diaphragms, or better yet, against recorded earthquake responses in

asymmetric structures. Such results would provide valuable data that could be used to calibrate

and enhance this simplified model.
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APPENDIX A: Force-deformation relation of the SE

The objective of this appendix is to describe analytically the force-deformation relation of the

SE based on the elastic and inelastic properties of the element stated in section 4.3.1 and 4.3.2.

For the derivations next, the SE is considered to have an elasto-perfectly-plastic behavior.

Let us consider the SE connecting stories j - 1 and j. For the sake of compactness, it will

be convenient to work with the interstory deformations v(j) = u(j} - u(j-l) across the element.

Associated to these deformations we define the force vector F(j) = {vY) Vy(j) Vo(j)}T containing

the shears and torque of the lh-story.( Note that this force vector and the corresponding to other

stories are later assembled into the restoring force vector R(6,6) used to integrate the equations of

motion). Also, the deformations and story forces corresponding to time t = tn will be denoted as

v(j)(tn) and F(i)(tn), respectively. Finally, in the understanding that all matrices and terms refer

to story j, we will omit hereafter this index.

While the SE is in the elastic range, i.e., it remains inside of the BST surface during the

integration step [tn-l tn], the force vector F(tn) generated by the imposed element deformations

v(tn), is given by Hooke's law (Fig. 5a)

(15)

where K is the stiffness matrix of the story.

The inelastic behavior on the SE is assumed to be governed by elasto perfectly plastic behavior

and, hence, it can be described by the well known constitutive relations [e.g., 16]

v =v e +v p (16)

F= Kv e (17)

vP = ).7] (18)

where v, v e , v P represent the total, elastic, and plastic deformations at a given instant; vP is the

plastic deformation rate; ). is a plastic parameter determined by the loading-unloading criterion;

and 7] is the plastic flow direction.

Equation (2) denotes the well known additive decomposition of small deformations into elastic

and plastic components. Further, Eq. (3) represents Hooke's law relating the elastic deformation

and element force through the element stiffness matrix K. Finally, Eq. (4) represents the flow rule

for the plastic deformation rates.
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The plastic parameter -X is computed from the criterion for loading and unloading from the BST

surface, which is assumed to satisfy the Kuhn-Tucker conditions, i.e.

'xel'(F) = 0, ,X ~ 0, ,cIi(F) ~ 0 (19)

(20)

where cIi(F) is the functional form of the BST surface (Fig. 3). The three conditions in Eq. (5)

must be satisfied simultaneously during any loading process. If cIi(F) < 0, the first equation implies

that ,X = 0 and, hence, the behavior is elastic. Contrarily, if ,X > 0, then el'(F) =0 and the system

is on the BST ultimate surface. During plastic deformation, the system cannot go beyond the BST

ultimate surface, which defines the so-called plastic consistency condition

. lJel'T .
el'(F) = - F =0

lJF

where the vector lJcIi/lJF represents the gradient of the BST surface.

A commonly used form adopted for Eq. (4) is the well known associated or normal plasticity

rule [16], which assumes the flow direction TJ identical to the direction of the the normal vector

8cIi / 8F of the BST surface. Although this flow rule is used in the computational implementation

of the SE element, the formulation presented next does not assume associated plasticity.

In order to compute the forces F(tn) in the SE corresponding to the element deformations v(tn),

we need to integrate the constitutive relations (Eq. (2)-(4» during the time step [tn- 1 tn], and

solve for the elastic and plastic components ofthe deformation, vee) and v(p) (Eq. (2». Integration

of Eq. (4) leads to
('In

vP(tn) = vP(tn-d + J), TJ(F) d-X
Aln _ I

where d-X can be obtained from Eqs. (2), (3), and (6) as

d-X = (8cIi/8FfK dv
(8cIi / 8F)TK TJ

(21)

(22)

Substituting into Eq. (8) the expression given for vP (Eq. (7», we obtain an expression for F(tn)

l
V (tn )

F(tn) = F(tn-d + Kep dv (23)
V(tn_I)

where Kep is the elasto-plastic stiffness matrix given by

(24)

(25)

In the particular case of our polygonal BST surface (Fig. 3), and assuming an associated flow

rule, i.e., TJ = (8cIi/8F), Eq. (9) can be simplified to
Nb

F(tn) = F(tn-t> + L K:(Vm+l - v m)
m=l
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where V m and Vm+l are the deformations corresponding to the points where the system reaches

and leaves branch m, respectively (Fig. 5b); Nb is the number of branches visited by the element

during the integration step; and K:l:. is the elasto-plastic matrix for branch m

Kep = K _ (84!/8F)m(84!/8F)'TnK
m (84!/8F)'TnK(8if!/8F)m

(26)

Note that for the polygonal BST surface selected, the forces F(tn ) (Eq. (11» are exact.

One possible difficulty in using Eq. (11) occurs when the SE is inside the BST surface at time

tn - 1 (elastic) and during step n goes into the plastic range as shown in Fig. 5c. Equations (7)

through (12) are still correct in this case; however, they have to be used with the deformation

v* = (1 - a)v that results from subtracting from the total deformation v(tn) the deformation

av(tn ), where a ranges between 0 and 1, that puts the system on the BST surface.
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